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,To the HcMaourablc 



William Pultemy Efqj 



m 



SIR, 

lO Man is more ftnfi* 
bk than You ure, that 
the Trade of Great 
Attain ij the v^ry Axis of 

Her Wealth and Power, that 
A 2 by 
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iv DEDICATION. 

by this, She is able to turn 
the Ballance of Europe at plea- 
fure : By this. She liberally 
difpenfes Bread to Her vari- 
ous Manufadlurers, and to all 
Her induftrious Children: 
By this, She fupports the Va?- 
lue of Her Lands, and Her 
Rents ebb and flow as Her 
Trade decays or flouriflies. 
And You know, Sir, very 
well, that all this depends on 
a right Regulation of Our 
Trade with France ; as does 
the Treafure we gain by Our 
whole foreign Commerce: 
Therefore, I beg Leave to 
flielter this Volume under 
Your Protedion, as the De- 
fence of our Trade, the Sub- 
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DEDICATION. 

JS& of the fuocceding Sliieets, 
received in the Time of the 
utmoft Danger, the Influence 
of Your Zeal and Elo(juence. 
T H A t generous Spirit 
which oblig^ You lately, a- 
midfi a Univeifal Q)rrupti. 
on, rather to forego the gteak 
Improvement of the For- 
tune You then had in Your 
Power, than to accumulate 
Wealth at the Expence of the 
Publick Credit, ought to be 
recorded to Your Honour ; 
fince You did it at a Time, 
when almoft every Man was 
led away by the Delufion of 
Avarice to confpire ourDe- 
ftru&ion. Continue, Sir, at 
tthisTime, Your Endeavours 

to 
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vi DEDICATIOm 

totedtds Yourmjui^ Go^th 
try, oidcavouf tQ Iiea) the 
Woimds Sbe bas rec^Y^ 
from Het falfcFriedds^ tnd 
be it Yotir Piaife that You 
have ho other j^iafe tx) de* 
fend, but that of Vettwc* 
lam,/- 

■ StJft, ^ ' 

. With the p-eatejl Duty,/ 

Tm-moJtOl^eBient, and 

Mojl Hnmhk Servatfty 



Charles King. 
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Britifi Merehant. 




The Trade with Ftmcc further Cenfiderd. 

I PuhlijBbed in iny firft Volume an 
Account of all the Imports and 
Exports between France and Eng^ 
.Umi'y with iuch d Valuation of 
Particulars as made the Imports about 
1,284,000 /. the Exports about 51 5,000 /. 
by which the Ballance againft us was about 
7 7o,oqo li befides what was made by Goods 
clandeftinely imported, which I lupposM 
might be equal to a third Part of all that 
were fairly enterM. ' 

ThtMerctitory to get rid of this prodigious 
Ballance, had reeourle to the mod extra- 
ordinary Means in the World. By an ex- 
travagant Undervaluation of our Imporfis 
iier?ducM them to 88 5^,904 /.and by as 
Vol. IL B ex- 
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1 The Britifli Merchant. 

^ extrav^ant an Overvaluarion of our Ex- 
pait% far trn^ tiiran to 74^^077 k whidtt 
am leaves agaioft him a BaiLmc^of 147, 

JSSa ^^ make the Ballancc that very Year 00 
Ttadl^^ our Side^ he has addec^ that we gained 

gainfiKs 500,000/. by cx6orting our Goods to 
w»X fy^^^^^ in our own shipping ; 400,000/. by 
counts. Goods exported by rhe Way of Flanders 
and HolUnd; 64,200/. by Advance up- 
on the Sale of our Goods in France ; and 
50,000/. for Corn. The Abliirdityof eve- 

Sf one of the(e Additions I have demon- 
rated, as I fhali hereafter of his over and 
under Valuations. 
f^^i^. I muft therefore here ask what were the 
ported no Goods we imported for fo much Money, 
. S'Sli^^ ^!^^^^^^ us that it was not loft, or that 
fa6{ures, {o much of out Treafurc wm not exhaufled ? 
oniythrngsn^^ wc any naval Stores from France^ as 
'^^''"^ we have from the Eaft-Country? Had we 
any Goods from thence, which we export- 
ed afterwards to other Countries, as we do 
thofe of the Eafi-Indies ? Had we any 
Wool, or other unwrought Materials, which 
were either neceflary or ufcful in any of our 
Manu&dures, by the Exportation of which 
we regained the Money we paid to France f 
Nor any oneof alltheie things ; but Wines, 
Brandies, Kid-Skins, Paper, Pranes, Li- 
nen, and wrought Silk, and fuch like Goods 
as were all confumM in England^ and which 

could 



Digit 



zed by Google 



The Trade with France. 3 

could no way make us Amends for our Lofs 

hy dbat Trade. 

tot tbc Paymeoc of a Ballance to Friwir^, 2l/Jr* 
fSQctthe wot^ of our Condition with K-TJiUn!$n 
i^iedcooor Trea&re. ff the Bill of Com- f^nce nn 
fflcrcc&ould pa&, the Goods we fhall im-JJ^^'J';';^ 
^rtfirom fr^Mce will be fi> far from re-pay«c#i»itri#ii. 
ing VIS, the Battance we Aiall fend thither^ 
that tfaey cannot dmlebut ftop thofcStreams 
«f Money whtohare every day flowing in- 
to this Kingdom, ^ the iBallance of our 
Trade with other Countries. For if we 
fbioiiid abate of jht Coafumption of other 
Countries itom whence we receive a Bal^ 
bnoe^ will they /coiitentedly take off as 
many cf our Manufadures as they did be- 
ibre, and pay us Aitlib much the greater Bal- 
tlanoe? No certainly, it is much more 
jcaibnahle toimi^ine that they will retail* 
i^e i^n us by Prohibitions and high Du- 
ties, till we ihallbe able to gain nothing 
£om ihem by the Over-Ballance of our Ma- 
mi£u^res. For Example ; 

If ithp Bill of Commerce ftiould pafs,^J" ^ 
ifaould wenot confume more of the French tute^f^m 
Wines? And fhoi|ld we not abate in pro- Franc<^ 
portion of thofe of Por4ugaUnd Italy ? Aud^J 
would not thofe Countries then prohibit/r^m ##A^ 
x)iBr Goods, to prevent the Payment of the^^*'*'''^'* 
Ballance ? Again, would not this Treaty 
of Commerce, if^ made effedual, increaic 
our Confcunption of Fr<?i?^^ wrought Silk 
and Paper? And fliould we not conlumc 
B 2 fo 
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4 The Britifli MerchanU 

fb much the lefs of thofe of Italy arid Hol^ 
land ? And laftly, would not our Coofump* 
tionof French Linen be increasM, andthac 
of Holland^ Germany^ and Flanders be a- 
bated ? And why Ihould we imagine that 
thefe Countries will not abate of their Con- 
lumption of our Manufaiftures ? or that 
they will not retaliate upon us by Prohi- 
bitions and high Duties, to make the Ac- 
count of Exports and Imports even, and 
that they may not pay us any Ballance ? It 
is a very dangerous thing to provoke the 
Nations that pay us Money, and which 
have it in their Power to pay us none. . 
Our gam We gain a Million every Year by the 
^y f^efi^/ Ballance of our Trade \i\vcL Fortugal and 
Wff -f^^^J) ^^^ ^^^^ twice as much by that with 
FUnders^ Germany j and Holland : and fhall 
we venture lofing the Gain of three Millions 
every Year from thofe Countries, not for 
the lake of gaining, but of lofing a fourth 
Million every Year to France ? But, I think, 
I have faid enoi^h to fhew my Readers, 
when it is that a Trade with any particular 
Country ihall be faid to exhauft our Trea- 
ftires, and how they oi^ht to try the French 
Trade by that Rule. 
The im- Next to the Increafe and Decreafe of our 
pioymenf Trcalure, which I have treated o^ the Em- 
^Lnluk ployment and Subfiftence of our People is 
tojudgt r/an infallible Rule, by which to judge whe- 
a gainful the f out Trade with any particular Coun- 
^ . . try 
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Trade with France. 5 

try is beneficial or detrimental to the Na- 
tion. 

If by means of the Freftch Trade greater 
Numbers of our People can be employed 
and fubfifted, and in a better manner than 
can be done without it, it is certainly for 
our Advantage: On the contrary, if by 
reafon of that Trade there ihall be iefs Em- 
ployment and Subfiftence for our People 
than was before, every one ought to con- 
clude that it is detrimentdly that it is 4 Nu^ 
fance to this Kjngiom* 

Our Legiflators, as appears by the Pream- 
ble to the Prohibition Ad, joC^r II. condemn 
ned the French TtzAt by this very Rule: 
This is implied in the words, Lejfened thel^a* 
lue of the native MsnuftiSfures andCommodtties 
thereof. Here in plain words that Trade 
is charged with having leflened the Value 
of the Manufadiires and Commodities of 
this Nation. 

Now what are our Manufadures and 
Commodities, but the Labour or Employ- 
ment of our People, and the Fruits or Pro- 
dud of our Lands? The laft I ihall fpeafc 
to hereafter, the former Ihall be my prefent 
Subjed. 

It is not poflil^le the French Trade ihouId«^^/'«* 
leflTen the Value of Englifb Labour, without{;;.4^^^^^^^^ 
leflening at the fame time the whole Quan- French 
tity of our Labour, and the Wages that arc^''"'^* 
given for it ; in both which Cafes there is 
\o much the leis Employment and Subfile 
B I tence 



Digit 



zed by Google 



($ The BritiH) hf&chant. 

tcnce for our People* iTbtt therefdre h the 
very thing that was intended by our Legit- 
' lators, and was one iif theit Readbns for 
|)rohibiting that Trade. 

But how (hall it be prdvedj that it lellen- 
6d the Empioyfnent tod Sabfifttoce of ottr 
People? Thefirft Chftfge j^ainft it, that it 
ejchaufted our Ttcalare, wilTprove i -great 
Part of the fecond, that it leuened the Bm- 
I^OYnient and Subfiftence of our People. 

The Fremh Tride exhaufted ottr Trea- 
(ure. How? By bringing in upon us a 
great Orer-ballance of the Manu&dures of 
that Country ; and by taking from uS the 
Ballalice in Money, and not in the Goods 
and Manufodtires of our own. It was not 
poiTible but fuch a Quantity of Goods, 
brought to the ikttie Market, mult needs let 
fen the Value of our own. 
tn whit Suppofe, for Argument lake, our Trade 
cafi »MT with France flood thus, that we could lell 
^'^^J^^" nothing at all to that Nation, and that on 
♦/S the contrary flie fold every Year the Value 
subfifience.tyf ii Million of hcT ManufiKftures to this 
Kingdom : ( I do not affirm, that this is the 
tery CaJfe, yfct fol: Atgument feke I hope 
I may iuppole it without any offence.) If 
fraace would take off" none of our Goods, 
coidd the Value of a Million of Manu&c- 
tures be hnported firbm that Country, with- 
out lefleniae our own to that Value? What 
fort of GocSs iJwdd Branve be able to fend 
hither, that cotdd not Itffcn the Vahie of 

our 
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7%e Trade mkh Franc*. 

our own? What other Matmfadqres to 
this Value befides Wine, Brandy, Linen, 
wrought Silk, ThrecJ, Paper; every one of 
which is cither made by ouriclves, or im- 
ported from other Countries in exchange 
for our Manufadures, and which we can 
have no ailurance of felling to thoie Coun- 
tries but for fiich Exchange ? 

I a?k any Man, Would it be poiiible for 
ns to import from France in this Cafe the 
Value oj $00,000 /. in Brandy, Linen, 
wroi^ht Silk, and Paper, without leffenine; 
our own Spirits, Linen, wrought Silk, and 
Paper to that Value? And is jt not clear 
in this Cafe, diat fo many of our own Peo- 
ple muft be deprived of their Subfiftence, as 
are now employed in the above-mentioned 
Manufadures ? That the Employment and 
^ubiiftence^ byManufiidures, of the Value 
of 500,000 /. mull be taken from our Peo- 
ple^ fince they are not to be employed to 
make any at all for ftMci^ which by the 
very Suppofition will take none at all from 
this Kingdom ? 

Ag^in, If we ihould take ofF from that 
Nation another 500,000 /. Value of Wine, 
and ail other the above-mentioned Goods, 
pot inftead of thofe which we make our- 
felvcs, but inftead of thofe which we im- 
port from other Countries in exchange ^r 
our Manufadures, which is the fame thing 
as if we made them ourfelves, fince we make 
the Goods which are exchanged for them ; 
B 4 ihould 
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8 The Britifli Merchant. 

fhould we not ccafe in this Cafe taking that 
Value in thofe Goods from thofe other Coun- 
tries? And would not they abate of their 
Confumption of the like Value of our Ma- 
nufa(3:ures ? And would not our own People 
by this means alfb be deprived of luch a 
Proportion of their Employment and Sub- 
fiftence as is gained by making 500,000 /• 
Value of Manufadures ? If Fraf$ce were to 
fell us yearly a Million Value, and ihould 
buy none at all from us, the Cafe was pad: 
dilpute ; both the Quantity and the Wages 
of Englifb Labour muft be lefTened, our 
People muft lofe as much of their Employ- 
ment and Subfiftence as is gained from fo 
great a Value of ManufacSxires. The French 
Trade, by exhaufting our Trealure in this 
manner, by felling us Manufadaires and 
buying none, could not chufe but deprive 
our People of their Employment and Sub- 
fiftence. So that if that Trade is guilty of 
the firft Charge of our Legiflators, it can 
n^verbe innocent of the fecond, of lefTen- 
ing the Employment and Subfiftence of our 
• People. 

But the French Trade is not condemned 
of buying none of our Manufadures, but 
only |of Telling us an Over-ballance of their 
own, and of exhaufting fo much of our 
Trealure as is neceflary to difcharee the 
iOver-ballance: And how will this af^d: the 
Labour or Subfiftence of our People ? As 
for example, if we were to fell to Frame 

thq 
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Trade with France, 
the Vahic of 200,000 /. inManufadurcs, and 
to buy from thence the Value of i ,200,000 /• 
as much of our Trealure would be exhaufted 
in this Caic as in the former. But the Quet 
tion is, how much would be taken from the 
Labour and Subfiftence of our People ? I af- 
firm, that juft as much as if we were to im^ 
port a Million Value of their ManufaAures, 
and to export none at all to that Coun- 
try. 

For the 200,000 /. Value of Manufac- 
tures, which by this Suppoiition we export 
to France^ can employ no more of our Peo- 
ple,than 200,000 /. (part of the i,aoo,ooo/. 
Value we import from thence) can employ 
and lubfift in that Nation. 

And therefore the remaining Million Va- 
lue, for which we muft pay in Money, and 
which exhaufts {o much of our Treafiire, 
mufV, as in the former Cafe, deprive our 
People of making fiich a Value of the lame 
Manufadxires, or of making others here to 
purchafe the like of thofe we import from 
France : So that whether we buy a MiUion 
Value, and can fell none, or buy the Value 
of 1,200,000/. and can fell no more than 
200,000 /. it all comes to the fame thing ; 
our People are deprived of as much of their 
Employment and Subfiflence the one way 
as the other. 

But after all, if it could be faid in defence 
of the French Trade, That it makes the Ac- 
count even between both the Nations j that 
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we could fell to Frdnce as great a Value of 
Manufadures as we take from her ; fhoukl 
we not be Lofcrs? Should we not le0efi 
the Employment and Subfiftence of our 
People by fiich a Ballancing of Accounts ? 
The Anfwer to thefc Queftions will depend 
Tery much upon the Knowlec^ge of the 
Treafure and Employment we gain by our 
Trade with other Countries,ana how much 
that with France is likely to interfere with 
^at Gain. 

For, Fiift, if we gain d)Ove a Million 
Sterlmg every Year by the Ballance of our 
Trade with Portugd and Italj/y and as much 
Employment and Subfiftence for our Peo- 
ple as is ufiial by making fuch a Value of 
Manufadhires ; and i£ by means of the 
Jyr/d& Ttade, we fhali lofe the fending aU 
diis Otet-ballance to thofe Countries ; then 
fo triany of our People will be deprived of 
this Employment. 

If 2^9 by means of that Trade^ we fhould 
ccalc exporting twice as great an Over- 
(tellance of Manufadures to Bander Sj Ger^ 
rnanj^ and Hoianij this would be the Lofe 
of Employment and Subfiftence for twice 
^ m^y of our People. 

Let me ask them^ Should we iK>t ceafe 
exerting that vaft Over-ballance co thofe 
Countries, if the Treaty of Commerce wtth 
frame fhoukl be made e^edual? Sliould 
we not tncreafe our Importations from 
frMUy by reducing the Duties uposn them 

to 
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The TraJe wHh France^ 1 1' 

to dti Equality with thofe upon the like 
Ooods of other Countries, and in Ibme 
Ci&s below that Equality ? And fhould we 
not abate of our Importations from other 
Countries in proportion to the Increaie of 
thofe from Ff*»ce ? And would thole Coun- 
tries in iiich a Cafe contentedly pay for 
that Tafi; Over-ballance liich Sums as they 
do now to the Labour of our Poor ? WcMild 
they not lave thole prodigious Sums which 
they now pay to our Manufadurcs, for the 
Employment and Subfiftence of their own 
PeM»le ? 

Foftagil e^ially, which has bound 
hetfelfby Treaty to admit 9iiovaWo9Bett 
Ocths, M»d other Woollen MutufABureSy and . . 
never to prohibit any of them as long as we 
take their Wines, and lay no more upon 
them than two thirds of theDuties which we 
do upon thofe oifrtnee ; 1 lay, whenlbever 
we Ihail alter this Proportion, as welhould 
do by making efFedoal our French TttiXY^ 
Ihe has referved to herfelf the Liberty of 
prohibiting all our Woollen Maoufiid^es. 
And can any one be lb fenllels as to think 
ihe will not make ule of this Libtttv ? Will 
Ihe contentedly pay the prefent Bjisuicc,or 
a greater than mt does at prefent > WiU Ihc 
let ha own People ftarve for want of thofe 
Sums which now, even by her Treaty, ihe 
cannot help paying to the Employment* 
aind StMftcttce of our Engli^ Manu&du; 
rers? ', 

There 
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^aiiance ThcfC IS good Rcafoii to believe, that 
PoTt4aL Portugal pays us a Million every Year upon 
the Ballance of Trade, and every Shilling of 
this for the Labour of our People, or the 
Produd: of our Lands. But certainly I 
was not out of the way when I affirmed. 
That we gainM above a Million every Year 
by the Ballance of our Trade with Portugal 
and luljp 
By Hoi- Dr. Davenanty the Inlpedlor-Gencral, in 
^^' his fecond Report, has Ihewn, by a Medium 
of fcven Years Exports and Imports be- 
tween England and Holland^ that our Gain 
from that Country was i,}88,i02 /• 6 s. 
8 d. Half-penny. 
By dcr. He has alfo told us, that by the like Mc- 
^^^y* dium our Gain from Germany was i6i, 

ayo/. 
BytheYit' And probably the Ballance coming to us 
tbcrlands. from ihtS^amjb Netherlands will be believed 
to be twice as great a§ our Gain from Ger^ 
many. 

And how little do all thele Sums want of 
three Millions ? and all this paid to us for 
the Produd: of our Lands, or the Labour of 
our People, except what was paid for the 
Eajt'-India Goods^ which were re-exported 
to thofe Countries ; and even a great part of 
the Price of the latter paid for the La- 
bour of our People, which were employed 
in importing and re-exporting thofe Goods. 
But how great a part of thefe three Mil- 
Itons was paid to the Labour of our People ? 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps four parts in five of the whole ^^'' 5^J^ 
Sum will be thought reafonableto be allow- ^„7/|^ 
cd to this Account, which af 4 /. per Head,^^ Labour, 
the common yearly Earnings of Men, Wo-^^^ ^ 
mcD, and Children in the Country, at ac^ />«#•' 
Medium, is the Maintenance of 600,000 ^fe* 
of our People. 

And fliall we venture the lofing of fiich a 
Ballance, the Subfiftence of fiieh Numbers, 
for a Trade, which, though the Exports 
andimports Ihould be even, would add no- 
thing to the Employment of our Poor? 

I Ihall convince my Readers, that we 
have loft a Million yearly upon the Ballance 
of that Trade ; and that, if our late Treaty 
of Commerce ihould be made efledxial, our 
annual Lofs to that Country will be much 
greater. 

And for what can this prodigious Sum beT-6* SuB^ 
paid to Fraffcey but for the Over-ballance oif^^^ 
Manufa<aures Ihe is to fend hither, andW/f, 
which muft therefore put a ftop to fuch af^*J^ *• 
Value of our own, and to the Labour 01 f^y^i^l the 
200,000 of our People, who are em- French 
ployM and fubfifted by fo vaft a Value of ^'^^^^• 
Manufa<3:ures ? 

If filch is the Confequence of the French 
Trade, if it ihall deprive iiich vaft Num- 
bers of their Employment and Subiiftence 
dirc(9:ly, by pouring in upon us iiich an 
Ovcr-ballance of ManufacJhires, to the hin- 
drance of our own, and much greater Num- 
bers, indiredly, by hindering the lixporta- 

tion 
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tkm of So Tad ao O ver^boUoiiQe of oar Mtt- 
QUjBidwesro other Counories; ourL^^- 
tor% as in the abdre^meociooed Prcmihkj 
bad v^ good lea&ii tocbarge that Trade 
wkh kifeoing the YaJue of ourM^oofac- 
tures, thai: is, with k/Teniiig the Emghy- 
ment and Subfiftence of our People : Avdt 
;iH> doi^, the Rule by ^whjch our Legifla- 
tor$5 in the Reign of King i^kurU^ IL coo- 
demned that Trade, will be a Rjule lor all 
^our future I^iflatorfi. 

Whadoever Pifoofe I bnog that our Gold 
aad Silver arei:drriedoitf by the Ballanoe of 
that Trade, or that the Maunfadure^ im* 
ported fiom JFrnnce rmSk Icfle© the &n- 
ploymectfofourownpe^ilei or tbe¥a1iie 
.^ the Produd of our Lands, aj% fb o>ai^ 
Arguments to make good the geneial Pro- 
pofitioBSi^f the P]!eambk Af the Prohibi- 
tion Axfl, ^oCur.U. 

And if it ihall be jondeavoured to |»r- 
iuade People^ that the Ballanceof tbisTrade 
hasnot been againftus, by ^¥er- vising our 
£:s(part8, ,aud undervaluing our Imports ; 
a tends to the &me Argument, that is, to 
the defence of thofe general Propofidkuff^ 
if I bring Evidence to di&rove any fucb 
.fidfeValuatioiis; whicih I ihall now.do. 

I had valued oertainExpof ts of ourWool- 
ien Manufai^res at leis than ^jpooi. The 
Mtrtd^r has laifed them to above^^jo^ooo/. 
. To take off his Over-valuation, tendsno the 
.ixidkin'g gpod my main Argument* And 

this 
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this I Ihall do IB fl few loftimces^ by the 
help of a Letter I have received from £jc^ 
$ery Mid wbidi i$ as follows. 

To the Britifii Merchant. 

S I Rf Exon, 0^. 31. 171 J. 

* TXr E have had vour Bwi^ Merchdnt^^^ . 
^ here, in Anfwer to the Merci^r ',fJl';;f^^i 
in yom Paper, Nnmb. 14. yon have faL'^tbtptkiU€s. 
vocor'd ns witii the Imports and Exports 
between FtAnce and EngUnd^ for the Year 
16S5 to i6S6i we have alfo had his Ob- 
fervations on the rating fiidi Goods as 
concerns our Manii£u^ory. In your 
Vmex^ Numb. 14. we find you have ra- 
ted 84557 Ells Serges, fent that Year to 
FfMce^ at one Shilling and 10 Pence ^^r 
£11 : the Mercstor has turned the fkne in* 
to Yards, and infbead of rating them at 
c»e Shilling and ten Pence /^r Ell, he 
rates them at 5 Shillings ^^ Yard Now 
inaiinuch as he has appealed to us in this 
Affair^ we fhall put that Part which re- 
lares to us 4n a true Light between you. 
You muft therefore underftand^ that there4 s^rts 0/ 
are four forts of Serges made amongftus^^^^* *^. 
that are principally fold ; the firft is a fmall^''"'"'' 
(brt of Goods tfadt contains about 19 or 
19 and a half Yarite in a Piece, and are 
fold at m J to /0/.6W. Per Piece; the 
next fort holds about at Yards, ai»d are 
^yw fold fiom 25 s. to 26 /• fer Piece; 

1 * another : 
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another fort holds 22 Yards, and are fold 
at about 5 ? 5. to j2 /. per Piece : but the 
very bed fort of all holds about 22 and a 
half Yards to 2 j Yards,and arc fold at ^6s. 
fer Piece. You mull add to this Price 
20 d. for the dreffing each Piece ; fo the 
firftfort will ftand us about i^ d. half- 
penny ^fr Yard; the'ncfxt will ftand us 
about 1 6 d,pr Yard ; the next fort, which 
we call the beft Seconds, will ftand in a- 
bout 18 d. fer Yard; and the beft fort of 
all at about 20 d. half-penny ^^r Yard. 
^ There are great Quantities fliipped off 
from our Port, but much a greater Quan- 
tity of the fort from a^x^ to 26 s. thatt 
of all the other j forts put together ; fo 
that you have exceeded the Value at 22 d. 
fer Ell, as our Markets have been for fe* 
veral Years paft; and if you, otih^Mer* 
c4Ltor^ will give yourfelves the trouble to 
foarch, we believe you will not find any 
material Difference between our prefent 
Prices and the Prices in 1685. We find 
you have valued our Perpets by the Pound 
inftead of the Piece, woich is our cufto- 
mary way of foiling them ; you have va*- 
lued thepa in your Account of Exports at 
11S.6 d, but the Mercator finds fault with 
your Valuations, and makes his at 2 /. 
10/. fer Piece of 10 lik /^^r Piece, which 
is 5 /. fer PQund Weight. You muft 
note, we have a great many forts of thcfe 
Perpets, gndfome of very ordinary Wool: 

^ and 
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and thferefof e in tHis Cafe you muft ridt 
take it amifS) if ( excluding the coarfeft 
forts) we give the caft in fevour of the 
MercafoTy and only mention the bed made 
in two of our chief Manuiad:ory Towns, 
that is, Crediton, and S4ndford ; the beft 
Creditons are now worth about 26 /• fer 
Piece, and hold 1$ Pound Weight one 
with another ; the beft ::Andfords are now 
worth about 29 /. -^ d. fer Piece, ind 
weigh about 16 Pound and a half one 
with another* You muft add to this 20 d. 
fer Piece for drefling, but ftill this will 
not bring the Credit on Pcrpets above 22 i. 
farthing fer Pound, nor the Sandfords a- 
bove 2^ d. farthing fer Pound : fo that 
your Vakiation at 2 /• 6 d^ fer Pound is 
above a fifth Part more than their Value 
according to our prefent Market. 
* We find in your Britifb Merchant^ the 
next Article to your Serges, is 40800 
Pounds Stuffs, Woollens, ail valued by 
you at 2 /. fer Pound ; if it be really 
Woollen-Stuffs, as you fiy^ we can fee 
no reafon for any luch Price, fincc ouf 
Perpets that are all worfted Chains, and 
only the Shute of Woollen Yarn^ don't 
come to theMoney* The Mereatcr charges 
the very lame Weight you do, but does 
not put in the word Woollen ; by which 
means we jnuft fuppofe he intends to be 
underftood that the (aid 40800 Pounds of 
Stuff' is Worfted Stuff^ for he values ic 
Vol. II. C ' at 
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< at } J. fir Pound 'Tis plain that either the 
« MircMor or you have endeavourM to im- 
^ pole oo the Pid>lick ; which of you, we 

< fliaU not determine: but whether that 
^ you are guilty of adding the word WooUen^ 
^ or the MercMtar in leaving it out, when 

* fb &irly printed in your Paper, is done 
^ with de(iga to impole on the Nation, and 

* therefore would be either Forgery in you, 

* or Villany in him ; and therefore we cx- 
^ pe(% you clear^ or condemn your iel£ 

* We heartily thank you for printing the 

* Parmgal Treaty, for now we plainly fee 
Portugal * ^^ prefcrvii^ that Trade is prefcrving as 
Gold the ^ our foeady and that breaking that Treaty 
'^!uZ" will be cur Ruin, for we have hardly any 

rent Mony i ..^ ^ r% i *' « "^ 

at Exeter. ^ Other Money current amongft us but Par- 
^ tug4l Gold. Sifj we are, in behalf of the 
^ ^!hnu&&ures of this Coimtry, 

Tear Humble SirvsMS. 

In> the firft place I make my Acknow* 
le<%ments to the Gentlemen who lent me 
this Letter, and I Ihall be obliged to every 
other Perfon wIk) fhall fend the like Infor- 
mations. By this means we may come to 
have an txzlBt Account of the Imports and 
ExDorts between both the Nations, and 
foch a one as cannot be contefted by the 
one Side or the other. 

In the next place I am bound to anfwer a 
Queftion of my Correlpondent^ and to 
clear my. &If of an Imputation, which till 
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Ido it, may belong as well to my felf as 
to the Mercator. I had valued Woollen Stuffs 
at 2 s. fer UB. which my Correfpondents 
own to be right, the Mercstor has valued 
Stuffs^ witJhout the Addition of Woollen^ 
which perhaps too may be right, if they 
fliall be underftood to be of Worfied ; they 
&y if I have laifly sdded the word fVoolUn^ 
it isForeeiy.in me, 6r Villany in the Mer^ 
cdtor^ if he has falfly left it out, to impofe 
the belief of their being Worfied upon the 
Nation. The very Cuftom-houf^ Account 
therefore which was hic^ before the laft Par- 
liament, muft anfwef this Question of my 
Correipondents. The Articles in the pre- 
fect Di^te between us f^d thus in thatt 
Account. 
Serges and Perpets [ 7^72 Pieces. 

79,72 }L/^. 

8i,5[57Ells. 

40,800 Lib. 



Perpets 
S^sA^bOlLEN 



Behold here Stuffs WOOLLEN in legible 
Characters returned from the Cufiam^houfe! 
So that my Correipondents are at liberty to 
think 9f the Afcr^n/or as they pleafe. All 
that i have done, is to add tWo other Co* 
lumns to thefe 2d>ove-mentioned, viz. the 
Valuation of the Species, and the value of 
the Parcels. So that my Account ftands 
thus. 



C 2 Serges 
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'Sci^fts and Per 
.Per pets 
Series 
ScuiJs woollen 



9,72'iLik. 

. 1,557 Ells 
40,800 Lib* 



2U ^ Piece 
2S. 6d» ferLih. 
U. 10^. ^r£U 
25. fir Lib. 



9,965 7 6 
4,080 o o 



By which I made the total Value of thofe ? ^do^c 8 8 
Exports C 3 j« ^ 



I 



The MereMtor*$ Account ftands thusk 

7,^72 Pie. I Serumd Per. I 2/,io;.^Pi. 
Ditto being 1 | 

tLios.per Pi. 



I Ditto being 1 | 
I a Piece 3 I 



161, 946 Yds. I Ditto Serges I 3^^er Yard 
40,SooLtb. I Stuffs 1 V^P^^ L»b* 



l9,x8o 



15,291 

6yl20 



By which the toul Value of thofe ^^'7, <aA2l 
ons is 5 



pons I 

And exceeds mine in the Sum of 



23,655 II 4 



I ask the Mercator now how he came to 
value Serges and Perpets at ^l.ios. per 
Piece, * He anfwers N^ 63, that he has 
taken his Valuation from the Old Scheme. 
How ! from the Old Scheme ? to which 
he has pretended to give fo many mortal 
Stabs. But it helps him to ^f^ferCent. 
for his Perpets ancf Serges more than he 
could get any other way ; fo he fibmits to 
the Argument, and the old Scheme begins 
to be a good Authority with him. 

Again, he is fo in love with Perpets at 
fJthlVii^^l- ^os. that he turns 79,72? Lib. weight 
luatitn ofoi Pcrpets iu the fecoud Article in to Pieces, 
^•rfits, ^^j cannot be contented to leave them in 

Pounds 
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Pounds as they are returned by the Cufitm^ 
houfe^y but why 79,7 2 j Lib. make 7597 a 
Pieces ? why becaufe he will allow no 
more than 10 Lib. to a Piece: And why 
DO more than 10 Lib. to a Piece, when my 
Exefer Correfpondents lay there are at leaft 
i 5 Lib. to a Piece ? Tne reaibn was, he 
could make half as many more Pieces at 
10 Lib. to a Piece, as he could at 1 5. And 
fince he has the Authority of the old 
Scheme for valuing every Piece at 2 /. 10 s. 
it would fwell the Account, to multiply the 
Pieces. If he had looked back to his N^ 2 5. 
it would have taught him better, but his 
Hopes wais that I had not (b good a Memo- 
ry, But why not value this Article by the 
Pound as I have done? No, by turning 
his Pounds into Pieces, he has made his ^ 
fecond Article 1 9,950 /. which I have made 
no more than 9,965 L j s.6 d. and every 
Pound 5 s. which I have made but 2 s.6d. 
which is yet above 2^ per Cent, too nmch 
in the Opinion of my Correfpondents. 
He has therefore chofen his Method of 
turning the Pounds into Pieces, that 5 /• 
fer Lib. might not fliock his Readers, an4 
becaufe 50 j. /^er Piece would ferve his Pur- 
pofe as well, and was lefe likely to be obfer- 
ved. But could he think hefhould not be 
obferved? 

Again, I muft ask this Perfon, why he^^i^^; 
has not valued the 8 1 5 57 EUs of Serges by^w. ' 
ihc ElL as returned from the Cu^onhhoufe ? 
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and >vhy he has iwM tjjen^ infQ ipl94^ 
Yards, ^d valued them at 3/. j^ffYard? 
Firftjthe greater Number of Figurps,u ji»a^P5 
fo much the better fhoy ; bpt thf§wasooi: 
the whole Reafoq, I had valued them at: 
22 d. per Ell ; ^4 »f the iWi?rf#fflr ihQu'4 
have made them 45 d. pfr PU, it wpul4 
have been ihoc^ing. Hp ba$ thprcfpre 
tornM them intp Yards, and valued the 
Merges at ? s- pr Yard, which ampimts to 
(he feme thii^ gnd w?s lefe likely ;o be 
objcrv'd. 

As for Woollen Sffufis, he POftld have no 
reafon to leave out the wprd WoolUvt bm 
that his B>eaders Ihpu'd h^Ueve they were 
Worfiedy and not thinls: h»$ Vahwtipn extra- 
vagant, 9^ is pKery'4 hy m Cpjrre^^wir 
clems. 

gut 'ti$ time (ipw tha^ theie Gentlemen 
ihould determine how much ovigbt tp be 
taken ofTfrom the ahoye-mentipne.d 60531/. 
of the AirfAtor : According to their Opi- 
nioo, the Account pugh): tp (land thus. 

/i s* 4. 
7672 PieceiS Serge? ajwJPerO 

petstogether/at.jo/. <J«^.> 11(^99 i6. « 

f^r Piece — • o 

79725 Ifk. ofPerpet:$at 157 

/«^./>frPiece,making53i5> 7795 6 8 

Pieces,at 29/. 4<f>/rr pieces 
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81557 ElIs,or ioi946Yardsp 

ofSetge$ati6^.twothirds> 7079 11 4 

fer Yard — 3 

40800 lib, fVooBen Stufis va-^ 

laed alike by me and myC q 

Conrefpondentsata/. perC ^^^^ ® ° 

Itk, ^ 

Total Sum •—}c6 5 4 it o 

Which is leg than my Valaation byMercator 
6fiio/. 15 j. 4^. So that 'tis plain jn""*'*- 
theif Opinion I have not underyalued thefeS 
Articles ; but the Mtrcdtor has appealed toStr£e'n<$. 
the Scige-makers of Exeter, and they have**"' 
here condemned him of over-valuing thefe 
few Articles in the Sum of 29866 /. 8 s. 
enough in Confcicnce for fo finall a Value 
of Goods. 

I come next to confkter, 
I. The Conclujhn of the Exeter tetter, 
9. To give 4» EiftraSf of s Letter 

from Lisbon. 
J. Offer Reafotts tgainft hrettkim the Por- 

tugai Treaty. 
4. Shew that France frofofes to ferve 

Portugal mth moSen mnufaSfures, 



5, That 
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5. That the Province of Picardy m 
France fold annudy to Holland the 
Vdue of 4 MHUon^ 4ffd 4 h4f of fVooU 
len Tarif. 

TH E Condufion of the Letter from 
my Correfppfldeots at Exeter^ is {o 
remarkable, that 1 think myfelf obliged to 
repeat it. 
T^' ^f' ^ We heartily tbafik you for printing the 
'lurTrtAhf' Portugal Treaty in your fecond Paper; for 
with Por-f now we plainly iee'ihe preferving that 
*^*^T ( Treaty, is preierving us our Bread, and 

* that breaking that Treaty will be our 
^ Ruin, for we have hardly any other Mo- 

* ney current among us but Portugal Qold. 
Porm<>uefc What ! rilmoft no other Money current 
Gaidar- in Exeter^ one of the chief Trading Cities 
cZt dI ^^ ^^^ ^^ft ^^ EfJglanc^, but Portugal Gold ! 
vo'nlhirc and uot alter'd to the Coin of Gre/it fyh 
and Corn- tain \ But I have heard that the Cafe is the 
^^^' lame in all the Trading Places of Devon- 

Jbire and CofnwaLj (And yet I prefented 
my Readers with the Coinage of Gold in 
the Mipt fron[\ thq 2 ift of Augufl \ 7 1 c, to 
the 7th q{ Jugufi 171 5, which anopunted 
tp i,cf5,'?^8/. 177. 6 i. almoft the whole 
irom Moidores of Portugal. And befides 
. this Money, what prodigious Quantities of 
Gold have been kept back in that Kingdom 
for the Payment of our Armies ther? and in 
Catalonia ? And what Quantities have been 
^p re-exported to opr Forces in the Ne- 

f^e^landf ? 
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therUnds f Such Quantities coined in the 
Mint! fiich Quantities paid abroad! and 
yet is there ftiU enough of it left to be al- 
moft the only current Money inour Tra- 
ding Weftern Counties? And what are aH 
tbe|e Sums but the Ballance of our Trade 
with that Kingdom? And for what wasaH 
this Ballance paid, but the Produd of our 
Lands, and the Labour of our People ? And 
is luch a Trade as this to be abandoned ? at 
would they have us give it up for a Trade 
which has been condemned by King Charin 
the Second and his Parliament^ of exhduft^ 
ittg our Treafures^ and Uffening the Value 
of our Native Commodities and Manufu* 
tuns ? 

And yet pafHng the Bill of Commercd^ 
rradring the fremh Treaty effccaual, is 
breakup our Treaty of Commerce with 
Portu^lj is the Deftrudion of that Trade 
which has been fo beneficial to this King* 
dom. ^But fince I have begun to print Let- 
ter^ a Pprtugal Merchant has been pleafed 
to (hew i& a Letter which he has very 
lately received from his Correfpondent at 
Usbon^' 'SinA has been fo kind as to iiiffet 
me to take ftom it an Extrad, which {$ 
as follpws. 



f:^TR4CT, 
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EXTRACT. 

^ T Wrote vou a few Lines the 20th ult. 

^ 4* (mce which are come in the Bsity^ Jobm 

^ Moore ; and Confer Galley, John Hammep^ 

^ tOHy &c. ' And ikfUf acknomleJgiftg the Ra- 

ciiff of finfirai Ems ^ Wooien Goods by 

tbofe Sbifs, be go$$ on : 

The vorm^ ^ I now find my&lf hononrM with yours 

gucfc de^ i oSOSt. 6w apd perceive you intend 20 Bales 

cf!ref!L' Jnore hy the A&17, Capt. Field. I am of 

jrade^ if ^ Opinion you had as aoqd (lop your Hands, 

^iiu'cf"^^ *t leaft fend fparingly, till 1 can give you 

Comment ^ fome morc certain News about the Brds^il 

fajftd. i Ships^ and that you find what wiH be done 

^iq your P^rUaukent in relation to the 

< irtmh Trade ; for I dread their taking 
^ loqie Reibiutions that wiU prove deftruc- 
^ tiy^ to thii Thus far you may depend 
^ QP, th^t if the Bill in favour of the Fnmch 
^ Conmerce paiTes, this Court will do 

< tHeir qtmoft to of>pre& die EMglijb Trade ; 
^ ai)d it's much to be feared^ that the Treaty 
^ hw% broken by us, they will not; be con* 
^ tjefM C9 probibit Cloths cmly, but proceed 

x&#Frcnch^ to forbid Bays and other Goods, whtcfa 
tLefrefen- * the French are propofing to bring hither, 
^hehdf % ^ ^^ ^^^ rcprefenting how much more ad- 
theirs to ^ vantaecous to Portugal a Trade with France 
Portugal ^ wo^db? Cbao with England^ France taking 
E^fc!*'* off great Quantities of their Sugars and 
^ ^ <TobaccOj| 
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7()bacco, said U»gM opthiog but cbeiv 
<Goi4) ex(cepFi( be (m^Wmc and ftmtf 
*■ whfph does amount bat to a finall Part of 

* the Trade. Aod as I ihoold be ibny yon 

* ^Quld en^^ in this Tradp with any Di£> 
' adyancage, I give it as my Opinion:, chat 
< QXiP C9sam aft (00 canttoufly in it at pre* 

J 4tUy dec 

Here is a F^Pi^ at Ushfit wbo adviies 
bi§ Principal to ^od him no more Bales of 
Qppds, or %o fend but very (paringly. A 
Fa^or advi^ tliis ! wbo is to bave tiie Profit 
of bis Con^mi^ipJ), ^ wbo can lole no- 
thing by xm (^ods that are coni^'d to 
luml Ctttaioly the Appr^nfioo of Lofi 
mofl: be ya:y great to Bis Principal, that to 
iave him from the Hazard only, a FaAot 
can ^isfy bimfelf to part with a cettaia 
Profit. 

And what are the Ap^eheofions of this 
pendeman ? Mf dteads the BatUMutn^s 
taking fof»e Refolutioas here^ vbtelf tptU ^ovt. 
dfftru^ve to thf Trade of Pottucal For 
my own part, I am aot able to dread any^ 
filch thing. A l^itifi Parliament ta^e Re- 
fi>htfions deflxu^ive to the Trade of PortU'Vowigii 
g^ ! a Trade which has bcought above^^*»«j^''* 
}5o,ooD fet Mm. into qm Mint, fiimifliedjj^ij^,, 
nmcb ^eater yeady Sums to the Payment 
of our Armies in Portofi/, Sftaitt^ andK#*- 
dwj^ aodmorfioyer pjEpvidedout ^c&aax 

Counties 
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Corinties with almoft all their prefent cur- 
tent Money! Will any Members of either 
Cormvd or Devonfhire give their Votes for 
the Deftmdion of futh aTrade? Or is it 
poilible that a Britijb Parliament can ever' 
be guilty of fach a Thought? Did King' 
Charles IL and his Parliament condemn the' 
French Trade for exhaufthg our Tresjure ; 
and'.will any other Parliament deftroy the 
Trade of Portugal^ for having gained fo 
VdSt a Trciaftire to this Nation ? 

^aid, for what have all thefe yearfy 
Sums been paid by Partugd^ but for our 
P^rpets and X)ur Serges, for our Cloths, our 
Bays^ and other Manu&(^res ; in fhort, 
for the Produca of our Lands, and the La* 
bour of ow People ? Has Ihe not paid all 
this ]Vfoney either to the Rents of the Gen- 
tletnen,:oi^ for the Employment and Sub- 
fiftence of our Poor ? And has (he not by 
this means raifed the Value of our Native 
Conunodities and Mahtifadof es ? And fhall 
the Trade be deftroyed which has done this, 
and deftroyed too by a Brttifb Parliament ? 
Could the Parliament of King Charles IL 
condemn the firench Trade for leffening t/je 
Value of our Native Commodities andManU" 
faStures^ for. leflening the Employment and 
Subfiftence of our People? And can it be 
imagined that any other Parliament will do 
any thing to deftroy the Trade with Pcrta^ 
^al^ for being the Reverfe of that with 
ffMe^^ for incre^fing the Value of our }iz^ 

tivc 
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tivc Commodities and Manafadures, for 
increadng the Employment and Sabfiiftence 
of otir People? A Brififb Parliament do 
this ! it is not poflible to be fufpeded. 

But what Refolutions does he apprehend 
the Parlianiient can take^ which will prove 
deftrudive to our Trade with Portugal f he 
allures us^ he bids us defend ufon it^ that (f 
the Bill in fsvour of the French Commerce 
f^ffesj the Court of Fortiml mil do herut^ 
mofi to offrefs the Englim Trade ; and that 
our Treaty with that Nation being brokem 
by usy Jbe mil not he content to prohibit our 
Cloths onlyy but proceed to forbid our Bays 
and other Goods. And what ihould hinder 
her ? Before fhe had tied up her Hands by a 
Treaty, had fhe not the Right of a Sove* 
reign Prince, as my Antagonifts have faid, 
to prohibit all or any of our Manu£id:ures? 
Is ihe retrained from exercifing thisRi^bc 
any otherwife than by a Treaty ? And will 
not the Breach of the Treaty on our part^ 
reftore her to the Power of exercifing this 
Right ? But befides that, fhe will be reftored 
to this Power by the Breach, tho there 
were no Claufe of Reftitution ; there is a 
Claufe in the very Treaty, to this effed:, 
that if it fhall be broken by usy it /ball be 
again lawful for the Fjng of Portugal to 
prohibit not only our Woollen Cloths^ but all 
the refi of our Woollen Manufactures. Has 
Portugal exprefly referved to herfelf fiich 
a Liberty without any defign to make ufe 

of 
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bi it? No, tlr6 liiay ftfisfy oUrfcIvesj that 
^d the fiHi Breach of the Treaty ihe \^iU 
T6tftliate tmOD ui by at Pfohibition of all oar 
Wdollen Maiiilfjkitures: And then therfe is 
afl Endoif ali that anntial Batlance v^hich is 
^iaid to thii Kiiigdofnt; th^re is antlActof 
that Tizit i^^liich h^ fbl lAticb increafed 
tiurXreafofe, ahd raifcd the Vatae of otit 
Native Coo^modities and Mann&^foresr. 
The Redudiion of the DiftieS ti^on French 
Wines is a Breach of that Treaty, and re- 
ftores PortUgil to the Right of prohibiting 
all our Woollen Maiitrfiufhires. Bat then 
this Redudion cannot be nfsade bat by a 
Britiflt l^arliament ; ahd doe^ he imagine^ 
that a Briiiflf ^af liam^nt ^ill ever break a 
Treaty, and itf coiifcqueiice ti that ^eath 
defl!r(^ a Tradi fb bcnefJcisd to this Natiotii 
and this in fevoar of the freneU edtfatoerce, 
^hich ffctods conviiaed by an Etfgl$f Par- 
Jiameitt oieathdkfiiAg out Tteifu^i, trtd lef- 
Jefting ifie Value of oar Mdtive Cofnmoditiis 
ahd ManafaEiitfeif 

This Gentleman' bids as depend upon a 
Prdhibiiion', not otify 6f oat WoolleA 
Clbths, but of our Bay^ andothef Goods, 
if the Comibei'ce-fliii Ihotild' pal§. My 
Antagonifh are of another 6piiiibn ; \)Vo6f- 
kn G6ods; fty they, the Poftuguefe mirfl 
Bave; and from what other Nation can thc^ 
be lup^lyM? So that, in their Opinion; 
we may fefely lireak the Portugal Treaty : 
that Natibi^ will ftlll be obliged to take oft 

our 



Digit 



zed by Google 



The Trdde with France. 3 1 

tmr Woollen Qood% and codfeqnencly 
miA ftill contribute as much as fhe did (>e« 
fore to the Increase of our Treafbre, and to 
the raifing the Value of oxa native Conn 
modities and Manufitdures. They diflet 
rery much from this Ltsbon Corre^nddnt. $ 
This Gentlemsun endeayQurs to perfiiade 
as^ that the Fi^efkh are at! this very Juno 
ture of Timd [tropoiing t<x ferve the Par^ 
Higaefewith Cloth$^ Bays^ abd other Goods; 
and repreienting to them ho>)r much mord 
beneficial it Would be for them to^ade with 
Frofi^e th^ With EngUnd^ and bow much 
greater Quantities of Goods FrAtUi will 
take off frcHA that Country. 

Mv Antagontft no doubt will laugh at 
Woollen Mam^dnresfiom Fume. * Let 

* us fee now, f^y they N^ 67. their Dogs* 
^ Hair&road Cloth, their rough half-dreBM 

* DruggetSjtheir unihorn Dozens, theirCab- 
^ bage*Net Bays, and let them be matched 
^ with the Englijh Goods of the fame De- 
^ nomination.' They write with fuch an 
Air of Confidence, chat one would almofl 
believe there is no Mutton at all in Fumey 
or that their Sheep wore no Fleeces. Now 
if I fhoutd produce a hundred living Wit- 
ttefles, that Wool, and not Dogs-Hair, 
grows on the Backs of the French Sheep, 
they would call them all Parties againft the 
B\i\ of Commerce. I ihali therefore give them 
a Witnefs that has been dead above this for- 
ty Year* It is tbcM^ims cf Holland by 

the 
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the famous Monfieur De Wit. The Book 
has been many Years tranflatcd into the 
Englifb Language, and neither the Author 
nor Tranflator can be liilpcded of Partiality 
in this Caufe. 

picardy ^^ ^^^ 7* ^^^/^' ^^ ^^^^^ among the 
joid 4Aii7. Goods which Holland annually brought from 
lion and fya^,e, we read WOOLLEN YARN 
Lt«i{SPUN IN ALL PARTS OF PICARDT, 
Woollen poWOKTH MORE THAN ONE MIL- 

Holland, LjQfg ^j^ ^ HALF. 

P"^"^- WOOLLEN YARN worth a MiUion 
and a Half of Livrcs, purchafed annually 
from one French Province only, and yet is 
there no Wool at all in France? To liich 
Abfiirdities are Men reduced, who write 
only for Hire, and without Realbn on their 
fide. 

Upon the whole, the Lisbon Fador has 
juft reafbn to give fiich Advice as he has 
done to his Correlpondent, if the Bill of 
Commerce was like to pafs : But as accord^ 
ing to the Conclufion of the Exeter Letter, 
Thepri' the Prefer vation of the P^^r/ur^^/ Treaty is 
fervmtthipjreferving the very Bread of our People^ no 
Sf" Manjn his Senfes can fufped: that a Britiflf 
frejerving Parliament can have it in their thoughts to 
^Bread7f ^^^^^ ^^^^ Treaty, and to take the Bread 
#*ri>w/>/f. put of their Mouths. The Lisbon Fador 
has judged very rightly of the Confequence 
of breaking that Treaty : He was only in 
the wrong to (ulpedt that a Britijb Parlia- 
ment could, upon any account whatfoever, 

be 
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be induced to break d Ti'eity, eipecially 
one that is fo beneficial to this Nition. 

Here I ihall ihe\*r, 
I. TbAt he has triven a trooJi Argument for 
/AfOW SCHEME. 

3. rhat the SCHEME is defended by the 
Mercator's Anfwer to niMy of his own 
OhjeSiionSk 

1* That there he greater Reafhns now for 
charging the French Trade with oh- 
firaaing our Inereafe of Treafure, and 
lejjening the Value of our ManufaStures, 
than when the Prohibition Mi was made* 

4. J /bag exhibit a Letter concerning thf 
Portugal Treat^^ 

MY Adverfiries finding thenifelves 
much preiTcd by the Preamble tg 
shibition A<a, 30 Car. II. fay it was 

a- wild Preamble to a wild A0 of Parlia^ 

3at why a wild Prtmblff md a wild A0 
9 f Parliament f Why? becaufe our yiifljU 
tors then ^&cf^ cheated by the old SCHImb 
into a PeHwafion, that tbf Freofih Tritdt §nr' 
ried our HffMiy 4tV0/, 8Cq, *ndfrm thmt^ 
My they, cmt fbut wild Prtmble t<f 4 mld40 
of Parliment, 

Bjm^ Tbi»g8 4$fof e %smi^ is this 

Vol Il» D f irft, 
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^^!^ud ^^^ ^^^^ they fay, it ledourLc^fla- 
vt tcate .^^^^ ^^ ^^^ making the above-mentioned 

K(k of Parliament m the 30th Year of King 
Charles II. between jo and 40 Years fince; 
fb that the contriving or drawing that 
SCHEME, is not the Crime of theprefent 
Age. 

But 2dly, The Adverlaries of the Bill of 
Commerce ought not fb much as to be char- 
ged with the Guilt of offering a SCHEME 
to the laft Parliameftt, which they knew to 
be falfe ; for if as they fay, it was the 
Foundation, upon which our L^iflatprs 
almofl 40 if cars ago cond^mnM the French 
Trade, what reafbn could any Man have 
in this Age to fiifbedl that fb wife an Aflem- 
bly of Men in the Ufi were miflakcn ? or 
that upon infufficient Grounds they would 
proceed to a Prohibitioaof that Trade ? Had 
the SCHEME ever been confiited? flad 
ever any thing been publifhM inprint ag^infl 
it ? And then was there not fiifHcient rea- 
fon for every Man to rely upon that Autho- 
rity which had convinced our former I^egif^ 
lators? If this SCHEME was indeed the 
Foundation of that PJk of Parliament, the 
MercAtor has acquitted every Perfbn now 
living from the Guile of forging an Arg^ 
ment againfl the Bill of donunerce, 01: 
abetting any fuch Forgery. 

But in the third pl«:e, if this SCHEME 
was a Forgery, how comes it to pais that 
it was not dilcovered in that Parliament ? 

^t 
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tliat the Glory of this Difcovery was re* 
fervM fb many Years after for the Mercator ? 
could (b wife a Parliament be lb eafily im- 

S3fcd on by the Fraud, when it was fo very 
efli ? And was it {6 eafy for this Man to 
lay it open after fo great a diftance of time ? 
No, certainly, if the OLD SCHEME 
was the Foundation of that Law, I Ihali 
believe that it was a Good SCHEME j I 
(hall believe that our Legiflators could not 
be fo much miftaken as to make an entire 
Prohibition of the French Trade, when we 
were in Amity with that Prince upon a 
Foundation that was falfe. And thus the 
Mercator has ftirnifliM me with an Araiment 
in Defence of the OLD SCHE^Ml, the 
Authority of an Englifb Parliament, who^ 
I believe, knew a great deal more of this 
Matter than he or 1 at this Diftance. 

Laftly, If the OLD SCHEME was 
Me, the Miniftry in that Reim would 
not have MM to lay it open ; for now zea- 
lous foever the Lords and Commons wef e 
then againft the French Trade, Ms well 
known that the Miniftry was for it ; {Frame 
has often heretofore fodnd her Way to art 
Englifb Miniftry, and found her Account 
in iiichaGorreq)ondence) and they would 
Certainly have detecSted all the Frauds of 
that SCHEME, if there had been any, ef- 
pecially if there had been no other Argu- 
ment againft that Trade. Since they did 
not think fit to do it, 1 muft take it fot 

D % granted 
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granted^ that whether from chat SCHEME^ 
or by what^ever other Arguments, our 
Legillators were in the right, when they 
ararmM of our French Imports, that they 
exhaujted our Treafures^ and lejfen^d the Va- 
iue of om native Commodities and Manufac^ 
tures^ 

The Mercaior affirms, that tgave uf this 
Old SHEMEy that / ownU I would not fte* 
tend to vindicate it j I challenge him to pro* 
duce one Word to thispurpofe in all that I 
have ever written. Indeec^ I iaid the Afer- 
cator ihould not divert me from the ArgOi- 
ment I had then chofen, which was the 
Conifutation of his FaUhoods to the Defence 
of that SCHEME, to which I was not all 
obliged. But I even then believ'd that it 
was true, notwithftandin^ all that he had 

Erodnc'd to prove it falfe. And I do not 
elieve|t the lefe at this time, if, asheiays^ 
it was the Foundation of an k(k of Parli^ 
ment. I thank him for this A^ument, 

But my Gratitude goes fart&r, I thank 
him for the Aniwer I fhali make to bis. 
chief Arguments againfl it, which are coop 
tradidory Accounts from the Cufiom'^ 
Houfe. Formerly he affirms, that in the 
Year 1680, which was two Years after this 
Ad of Parliament was made, the Court gave 
frivate Orders to the Commiffioners of the 
^ Cujioms to make wrong Entries, that this 
was done accordingly in the Cafe of Wines ; 
and he gives us to underfland| that there 

fate 
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iktc at the Board at that time Sir Nicholas 
Butler^ of fldgrdHt Memory. But if we are 
to take CuJtom^Houfe Vouchers before the 
above-mentioned AA of Parliament, we 
muft take iuch as Sir Nicholas Butler^ of JIm^ 
grant Memory^ has left there. The Merca^^ 
tor can never be angry with me for this 
AnTwer^ for it is his ow% and indeed it is 
an efiedual Cure for moft of the mortal 
Stabs, he has «ven to the Old SCHEME. 

I believe I have ef&dually clearM King 
Charles II. and our Legiflators in that Reign^ 
from the Charge of their making mldPre^ 
ambleSy and wild Jifs of Parliament ; and 
we ought therefore to believe that upon 
very good Ground, whether by the Old 
SCHEME, or by whatfoevcr other Argu* 
ments they juftly condemned the French 
Tradcofexhaujling theTreafure^ and leffen^ 
ing the Value of the Native Commodities and 
Manufa£tures of this Nation. 

Thus they judg'd of that Trade fo many RM/iw/#r 
Years ago. They could not but know that^^f ^^ohi. 
an Over-ballance of Manufeamcs import- 3 J'J^.fj^*^ 
ed from that Country, muft be paid for by 
the Gold and Silver of this Kingdom; they 
could not but fee, that all that Over-ballance 
of Manufadores thus imported, nmft be 
wom and conliun'd here, inftead of fa 
many of our own; and it folIowM thence, 
in the firft Cafe, that our Trea&re was ex^ 
baufted^ and in the fecond, that the Valqe 

I? J of 
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of our Native Manufaddres mail be leC> 
ieiiM. 

But thofe wife and excellent Legiflators 

never livM to have the Experience we have 

had fince ; and it was not poffible for them 

to forefec how much our Trade with Fraftce 

interrupted that with other Countries. This 

could only be known by the Incrcafe we 

have made (mce of our other Commerce^ 

by the Interruption of our Ttade with 

Bifore the FrdHci. We are taught by the Report of 

x^A^Hid ^^^ Infpe<aor.General of the Cupms^ that 

u^TLuHoUnd ioxmttly paid us nothing, bt^now 

lance ^ ^«' almoft 1,400,000 /. fCT Ann. for anOver«» 

J^^^^;^^ballance of our Manufaaures, We have 

perann. gaiuM too, fmce that Interruption, from 

Germdnj^^ Flanders^ Itdy^ txA Portugd^ by 

an Over-ballancc of Manu&diures, more 

than ever we did before. Inftead of a loiing 

Trade with Frdnctiy we have a cainftil one 

with (b many other Nations. All this Gain 

is owing to the Interraption of a lofing 

Commerce \ and the Reftoration of that 

lofmg Commerce, muftbe the Interruption 

of our other Gain, . from Portugal e^^ 

cially J iincc the Advantages of this Trade, 

were not only gaitf d by the Commence^ 

ment of that Interruption, but depend upon 

a Treaty for its Continuance, 
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To the Britifti Merchant. 

S I Rj Nov. at;. 171 j, 

« Tp H O you have already expofed the 

* •*" Mercator about the Treaty with For- 

* ^^g^h f^^ admiffion of our Cloths, &c. 
^ yet he is fo impudent, that he calls that 

* Treaty, in his Paper, Numb. 59. a Felo- 

* nious Treaty. 

^ Thus the taking hold of an Opportu-r^'Po*^^'*- 

< nity, when Portugal was newly engaged^|,^^,'^7 

* in a War with Spaw^ when the Sfamardsy 

* jointly with rrMcej made an Irruption 

* into that Country, and if not deftroy'd, 

* put a Stop to the Portuguefe Manufadlure 
^ of Cloth ( it being made into the Places 

< where the chief of thofe Manufadures 
^ were) I lay, that the improving that Op- 

< portunity to open fo valuable a Branch of 

* our Traae, as the admiffion of our Cloth, 

* and to tie down the Portuguefe never to 
^ prohibit any of our Manufedures for the 
« future, is treated. 

^ And what is the Reafon ? Why, becaufe 

* it iiiterferes at prefent, with the New 

* Treaty with France ^ every thing is felo- 
^ nious, that does not tend to deliver up 

* our Ballance of Trade to that Nation. 

' Was there never any Treaty of Com- 
^ merce, in which, for the Advantages of 

* their Trades,we favoured one Nation more 

* than another? This is f6"^ccrtain, it will 

D 4. * never 
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* never be deny'd. Why therefore, mud: 
^ this Treaty be the Objeca of P^y in fit- 

* vour of Frdnce ? 

* Did it not immediately produce the Ef- 
^ fe<fts forefeen by that able Mioifter her 
^ Ma^cftv emplovM ; who by a perfect: 
^ Knowledge of the Portt^uefs Trade, knew 
^ the Confequences ? He was not a Minifter 
< juft fent to make that Treaty, but had beep 

* Envoy Extraordinary, in the Year 1691, 
^ and continuM employM in that Country 
^ until the Year 1 6 97, and in the Year 1 70Q 

* was fent again, and continuM until lyoj^ 
^ that this Treaty was made. 

< i\nd the Succefe anlwerM: For from 

* that Treaty's firft taking place, the Bal- 
^ lanqe of Trade began to take place ; and 
i the Year 170}, was the f^rft Year webe- 

* gan to bring off the Silver of that Na- 

* tion. 

^nmttn ' ^^'^ manifeft from the time of their Pro- 
tn%w^!^f hibition of our Cloth, Cloth Serges, and 
gai,ve^ji^ Cloth Druggets, dr. (which continuM 
Znfe%m^ 20 Ycafs") wc ucvcr had an Over-ballanc?, 
ihince?^^ fo as to bring from thence either Gold or 
^ Silver, 

^ No doubt, it well deferves the Name of 
^ a felonious Treaty, and the Friends of 
^ France have very good Reafons to call it 

* fo , for it openM inch a Trade as brought 
^ us in frclli Supplies of Gold and Silver 
^ too, as to enable us to carry on the War, 

* which we could never have (upported, 

'had 
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*liad we bceqforcM to pay the Qver.|>al- 
^ lance pf our War abroad^ out of our Stocky 

* without any Supplies. 

' Should any one c^ the French Treaty 
^ pf Peace or Coipmerc:e a felonious one, 
^ what would be the prefent Anfwer, but 

* a Profeoution for abuung her ficred Ma- 
^ jefty ? And would not iiich a Perfbn de- 
^ fcrve Chaftifement ? And yet the Merca^ 
^ tor can call the Portu^uefe Treaty (b, tho 

* fljade and ratified by her Majcfty. 

^ Have thefe Men no regard to her Ma?- 

* jetty's Honour, when they traducM her 
^ Adions, becaiie doije in a forn^cr Mf- 
'niftry? 

*They rpuftallec^e, either her Majefty 
*kncw, or Ihe did not not know whatlhe 
^ did. Let them make it out either way; 
^ for ifs equal, andmuft be a moft (panda-^ 
^ ious Reflection on her lacred Majefty, for 
^ which J lippe h? ^jriU receive a juft Re-» 
!ward. 

Xours^^ 3cc 



I (hall here exhibit^ 

1. A Letter jhewing thdt our Goods ex* 
ported to Dunkirk^ cm be no Argument 
for any Exfort^ions to other Parts of 
Frif^nce, 

2. Shall prove that we do not export to 
f raace, hy the witf of Flanders, &c. 
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J. That the Mercator has no Reafoa ta 
fad Fault with the Exports and, Im- 
parts of 1685. 

4. That the French Abatement of Duty^ 
is not proportionable to oun, bj the 
Treaty Commerce. Jnd, 

5. Add Jbme Reflexions upon the above^ 
mentioned Pajj^es in the Letter 

THE ImprobabUity of our fending 
great Quantities of our Woollen Ma- 
nufadures, and other Goods to France^ by 
the way of other Countries fiifiiciently ap- 
pears in the following Letter. 

To the Britiih Merchant. 

SIR, 

' T AM a WcU-Wifhcr to the French Trade, 
' '■' but I would not have us to be run 

* down too low neither ; therefore I apply 

* to you, that you may fct the Mercator 

* right in three or four Points. 

* Firft, he gives us an Account of feve- 
< ral Goods feat to Dunkirk^ and makes 
' this Obfervation upon it ; if we fend io 

* many Goods to one Port of France^ under 

* the Preflure of the high Duties we pay at 

* prefent there, what Quantities are we not 

* like to fend, when thofc Duties are re- 

* duced upon the foot of the Tariff of 1 664 ? 

*To 
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* To which I anfwer. 

^ Fifft, That Duf$kirk is not in France^jyonkkk 

* 'tis a Flemijb Town, where the People ge-** ^^^^ch 

* ncrally ipeak Dunh^ and is by no means ^*^*' 
^ accounted as a /y^/frA Town by as, fmcc 
^we do not foffer them to import into 

^ Grejtt Britdh any Goods of French Growth 
^ as taking it to ht againft the A<9: of Nayi- 
^ gation. 

* Secondly, Dunkirk is a ftee Port, where Bui frt$ 
^ DO Cuftoms at all are paid ; fb that it will''*'^^' 

^ ever be cheaper for us to (end Goods there 
^ (if there was a Coniumption for them) 

* than to France^ even upon the foot of the 
^ Tariff 1664. 

* Thirdly^ As we have a Garrifon there, 
^ and in other adjacent Places, I take it 
^ that moft of the Goods fent to Dunkirk are 
< ofed and conJiimed by our own People ; 
^ and if we have feat 100,000 /. wortn of 
^ Goods to that Port, fince it is m our 
' Hands, we have fent fix times that Sum 

* in Money, and Bills of Exchange for the 
' Si^fiftence of our Forces there, and in 

* other Places of FUnders ; fb that the 
^ Goods we fend thither, do by no means 

* anfwer the Expence wc are at in tha|: 

* Country. 

* A fccond Point is. That the MercMtor 
^ tells us, that feveral of the Goods fent 

* from hence to FUnders j eo from thence 

* afttf wards to France^ and feetos to look 
.^upon that as a Lois to the Nation; lama 

^ Merchant 
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Merchant of 30 Years (landing, but I 
do adure you, I cannot conceive what 
he means by that Suggeftion. 
* For, 

^ Firil, It doth not (land to reaibn to 
think that any Man in his right Senfes, 
who can fend Goods diredly to CdUis^ 
St, Valerj^ Roa9fy or other French Sea 
Towns, fliould wilfully increafe his Char- 
ges 8, 10, or 12 fer Cent, by fending 
thofe Goods by way of Finders ; he mull 
be n^ad if he doth fb, or the mofl: igno- 
rant Trader in the World, if he doth not 
fall into the Account of it. 
^ Secondly, Suppofing there were no 
Charges in fending thofe Goods a round- 
abovit way, he would, however, render 
his Trade thereby more [M*ecarious and 
difficult, by reafbn the French do not ad- 
mit into France all fbrts of Britijh Goods 
from other Countries which they do ad- 
mit diredly from Great-Britain. 
^ Thirdly, Suppofing again it were fo as 
he pretends that English Goods were fent 
to France by way of Flanders^ I cannot 
for my Life fee the Prejudice it is to us. 
For I do by no means grant that Briti(b 
Goods, which are exported to France di- 
redly, afe for Brittjb Men's Accounts 
more than Britrjb Goods exported to F/4»- 
d^rs^ or elfewhere ; much lefs do I grant 
that there is 5 or 10 fer Cent. Profit upon 
4 Trad^ fb near ho^ne, as that to Franae 



trance ad* 
mhsfome 
C$ods dl" 
re^ilyfrom 
Great Bri- 
tain which 
fieddcsnct 
sdmit thro 
•tbtf 
C99mtricu 



Digit 



zed by Google 



The Trade mth Frartcc. 45 

^ MFUnders; 'tis very well moft times it 
^ the Merchants get the Infutance and In*' 

* tereft of their Money. So that after all,* 
Mihould take it rather to be for our Ad- 
^ vaot^e, if the French have fach Occa- 
^ /ions for our Commodities, that they can 
^ affi>rd to mvc the extraordinary Charges, 
^ Cuftoms, Commiffion and Fronts (if any) 
^ which neceiilarily accrue upon them, 

* when they are conveyM to them by way 
^ of other Countries ; and this was un^ 
^ doubtedly the Cafe in time of War, the 
^ Fremh being fo flxrewd in Matters of 
^ Trade, that either in Peace or War, they 
^ will have whatever is ufeiiil for them and 
^ for their Manufadures, tho nothing elfe; 

^ A third Point is, The Mercjaor foundi'wnce ^. 

* feult that the Year 168$. was taken for^,^^,"*^^ 
^ a Standard for our Imports fiom FrMce^wLtfu 

< becaufe it was the Year after the Prohi-"'^^^* 

< bition ceafed. This foems to me ftrai^ely 
^ abfiirdinhim, who hath own'd, thattha 

< there was a Prohibition, the then Admi- 

* niftration (which he takes Liberty ttfa- 
^ buie at a ftrange rate, altho in fo aufpi- 

< cious a Reign) winkM at it; and there 

< were as many French Wincsj, and other 

* French Goods, imported under other 
^ Names, as if there had been no Prohfbi- 
^ tionat all ; and he ownsalfo, that in the 
^ fobfequent Years there were more WineS 
f imported than in 1685. andkow a&er t 

long 
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^ long War and Interraption of Tra^e, and 
V after he had fuppofed Ftmcc exhaofted of 

< Britifb Goods, ne not only will take this 

* prefent Year for a Standard of our Ek- 
^ ports to FrAHce^ but infinuates that fot 
^ the future our faid Exports are like to be 
^ much greater. When, as I faid before, 

< every body knows that cither in War 

* or Peace, in time of Prohibition, or in 
^ time of free Trade, the f tench will ne- 
^ ver take but what is ulefiil and neceflary 
^ for them, and are io wife as always to aci- 
^ mit one way or other whatever they have 

* occafion for. 

England * Fourthly, Altho the MmAtar6ot\i in 

wMt$n9 < none of his Papers, that I know o^ pre- 

S^ * *^^ '^^ t^^* Nation hath occafion for 

whatfi- * any fort or kind of French Commodities 

ev$r. i whatfoever (for it were too grofsto prc- 

^ tend it) however he would have us to 

^ abate of the iremh Duties Vfhick have 

^ been fo wifely laid by ow Legiflators, 

* viz,. 

GoPdssre. i firandlofc J Commodities* 

* 4$ per Cent, on Paper. 
' 45 per Cent, on Linen. 

* And ib in proportion to thefe Vito Ia(t 

< Articles upon moil: other treneh Commo- 

< ditics. 

f ' And 
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The Trade with France. 47 

^ And for a Compenfation to poor ^^^-^f ^^^ 

* Ufid^ the FriMh will abate of «ic prcfcnt^3 IT 

* Duties wbidi Englijb Goods pay itxFrsMce^ ^^^f^ 
' viz. IS fir Cent, on Lead, Tin, AUum, f^'^ 
^ Copperas^ and moft other Commodi* 

* tks. 

* UpoQ Tobacco, which is one of our 
^ great Articles, Nothing. 
' And as for Woollen Goods^ whether 

* tbcy abate much -or no, 'tis of no Con- 
^ tequence, iince every body ^tes that 
^ the French make now mod: forts cheaper 

* than we our felvcs; 

^ So that it af^ars we fhouid abate to ri^«^4/f« 

* the French infinitely more of the Duties »^»^ ^ 

* on their Commodities, than they Ihould^^^'^y^* 
^ abate to us on ours; which makes me^x^r^- 

* conclude we had better let things remain^**** 
^ upon the prefent certain good Foot they 

^ are, and enjoy th« free open Trade and 
< Commerce the Peace hath procured us 

* with that Nation, than togive away with- 
^ out any Caufc or Neceffity whatever to a 
^ much greater Inq)ortation of French Goods 
^ into Fn^Und, whea it is apparent the 
^ intended Redtu^ioa of the Duti^ on 
^ Englijb Goods, even upcm the Foot of 
^ 1664. ^ ^ inconfK!lttjd>le^ th^ it would 
^ give us an Opportunity of exporting very 

* Tittle njore Goods to Frsme than now wc 
*do. 

MY 
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48 Tht Btitifh Merchant: 

ijiito- ^^ Correfpondcnt obferves hd-e, that 
Miesfi't* Dunkirk is a Free-Port: And 1 mtiil ddd 
Ports. tdO, that il/<ir/«//M is alfo another, where 
Jhtfimti^^ Cuftoms arc paid it all. How then, 
iin»TradtQ3M OUT E«)ortations to thofe Ports prore, 
t« R . Kfc fjiju. jyiy of our Goods can be let inta any 
other Parts of Frtnee^ under the Duties 
wMch are left upon them by the late Trea- 
ty of Commerce? Or, how will fhey' 
^rovc that we are to have the Tariff of 
1664, when that Treaty has reftor^d us 
that Tariff, with io many Excg)tions? 
How will they prove to to that our woollen 
ManufaiSmes can be ibid in France^ under, 
the Tariff of 1699, ^^at is, under Duties 
of above «o fer Cent^ of their whole Va- 
lue ? How will they prove that any of our 
Ooods of foreign Growth, or made of the 
Materials of foreign Growth, can be ibid in 
that Country, notwithftandtog the Probi-' 
bitions of them which are to remain In 
th dr foil Force bjr our late Treaty ? frmee 
may diipenfe with herpr^nt Prohibftions, . 
Edids, and high Duties, to draw on the ' 
Rll of Commerce; but have we any AflRi-i^ 
rance^ that this ihall b6 done wheu that' 
PointisoiM^gain'd? We are to expect 00' 
Favours from that Country^ but what ibe' 
is bound to grant as by ber Treaty. 

But in the next place, what are hisi^p- 
pofed Exportations by the way of F/mt- 
dtrt^- WouM any Man bear the Charges of 

a 
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*!%€ Trade wkh France; 4jr 

t mmd-aboot Trader when in Peace he can 
cany his Goods diredly to that Country? 
UTouM he drafe to make his Trade (b very 
di£BcaIt and precarions ? But if the Fremh^tzntM 
muft have our Goods, if they are under any ^^^ ^^ 
fcch Neceffity, that they muft import theml^^,jlj| 
either diredly by the Way of FlMders^ otthtn^ 
other Ctiuntries, whatRc^h then fotthc^l^^jf 
Bill of Commerce ? Shall we grant them ^ccmmtra. 
Liberty of pouring in upon us their Wines, 
their Linens, their Silk% their Paper, and 
other Manu&dures, fo prejudicial to our 
own, only for the Liberty of carrying di- 
redUy to France fuch Goods as ihe is other- 
wife fbrcM to take from us, by the way of 
Bdnders^ and other Countries? 

In the next place, I cannot but wonder^^* **'- 
that the Mercator mould be fb very angryj^'^tj^'* 
i^ith the Year 1685. He that laid lo boldly/r#i» 
at his firft fctting out, that the French^'^^ 
Traie has^ m fpight of Dutiei^ EdiBs^ and 
prohibitions J been always beneficial to this Na^ 
tion I He that pretended to make a Ballance, 
diat very Year, of 8 or 900,000/. in our 
Favour! Let him ihew, that we had then, 
or ever before, either before, or fmce the 
TarifT of 1664, any Ballance at all, and I 
promife here never to offer one Word a- 
gainft the Bill of Commerce. 

Great Search has been making for this 
happy Year, but no fiich Year canl>e found, 
neiuier under the Duties of 1664, nor even 
before that Year, when the Duties were a 

VolIL E great 
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gteat deal lighten And therdbre, the M^-* 
catoTj who was lb very fond of CuJ^m-^ 
JHfoufe Accounts, is come to dow^-rig^lU 
denying that * ^y Accounts from the 
^ Cufiom-Houfiy can give a true Scheoai? of 
^ * the Trade of TrMaey or fo much of a 
^ Scheme, as to tnake a wtional Conje^we 
^ from. ' Is this the Man that wa? lic> 
very fure of his Accounts from the Cafiom-^ 
Houfe ? 

But I defire my Reader to look back to 
my Correfpondent's Letter. What Abate- 
ments are we to make of our English Duties 
to let in an Inundation of Frencf) Manufac* 
tures into this Kingdom? And how incon- 
Woollen fiderable are the Abatements of thq French 
^rri^'/lDuties upon our Goods? But if the whole 
;er in Duties upon our Woollen ManufacStures 
SrEn .^^^^ ^^ ^^ abated there, it would do us 
hid. "^'very little Service. I have prov'd, that 
there^ is Wool in France^ and they have 
cheaper Woollen Manufactures of theijt 
own. ^ • 

Th^ii? Mani?fa(^res muft be cheaper by: 
their raifing the Vaiue of their Coin, and 
reducing the Value of Labour. They have 
been making fbine little Counter-fteps to. 
this, to draw op the Bill of Commerce : 
But when that Point is gainM, they may 
unmake them all again. The Treaty ha^ 
; not fettled the Value of their Coin ; but 

'1^ \ *tis no doubt will dcferve the CoAfidcmiopJ 

of our Legiflator& 
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The MetCztoi eot$trMdf(U his oma Jjfe^* 

Bis hater toncwning tht Ship M*leiltc$ 

Faajor ea*rtder*d, 
Stf tries far th Straits (4»$fft he frefttmi 

to kt far France. 
Cn^m-Hoofe Mtotifttt the woji eendtt 

Rate to jadge of Out Exfotts »nd /*i« 
: feirts htmm France aad England, 

votwrthftandiHg the Litter (omerMasr 

m Maffiaiics Fa<aor. 

WHAT a ftrange Creature is tfie**""»»V 
Mercmr ? One while ill for CuflomJ'^^f'"* 
Houfe Accounts, and for proving the Fre/nh^JnlT ' 
Trade beneficial by thofe infdirble Vou- 
chers : This has been promifed fai many of 
his Papers. At another time^ it is im^offi^ 
hie to make any Conjecture of the FrencJ^ 
Trade by any Accounts from the Cirflom' 
Houfe, They are found now to be againft 
him, therefore this is the Do^rine of bim 
and his Mailers. 

Again, for a long time he lamented the 
ill Succefs of the Bill of Commerce, for 
want of which few or no Manufa^ures 
could be fent to that Country ; but by his 
lateft Papers, a World of our ]VIanufa<aures 
ere feat thither, which are eoter'd out for 
Other Places. 1 

One while our Goo^s cannot get inta 
^4»ff9 mder thf Prejfure of thf frefint 

1^9 
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5 1 The Britifli l^erchm^ 

iiigh Duties in that Kingdom : This Dodriiie 
has been prefs'd more than once; but of 
late one would imagine this Prejfure of the 
frefent high Duties did us but very little 
Mi(chie£ Our Goods, it feem^ are iirn: 
lent to other Countries, fiich as HoUandj 
Flanders, and Itdj^ where the Cuftoms are 
very moderate, and afterwards lent to 
VtOLncc under the Prejfure cf the frefent J^igh 
Duties; that i% they will by no means 
bear paying the FrencbDvLtics only, but they 
are very well able to bear the Duties of 
France and other Countries joinM toge- 
ther. Such Abfiirdities as thefe are thovight 
fit to be impofed on E/i^/i^ Readers! 

But why are we to grant, that greater 

Quantities of our Goods are exported to 

France than are entered for that Country? 

Why ? ^ Becaufe on the jiy? of Oifober laft 

Marfeiiics ^ ^^^ entered at the Cuftom^Houfe by Mr, 

vzdoxcon^^ PaulTorin J 1091 lih. of Pepper fotMar^ 

fider'd. if^iies^ which was IhippM on board the 

^ MarfeiUes Fa^or^ a Ship that was after- 

^ wards clearM oui^ not for MarfeiUes^ but 

* for the Strdts. 

Did this Ship, lays he in other Words, 
carry no other Cargo to Marfeilles ? Was it 
worth her while to go to that Port with (b 
finall a Cargo ? But if ihe was full loaden 
for Marfei/lesj why was flie clearM for the 
Straits^ which takes in fb many other Coun- 
tries, and not for that Port only? Since 
therefore Goods which are enterM for the 

Straits 
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^Aits are fo very Ilkehr tp be carried Into 
rrsaccy he concludes that no Guefs cm he 
made from the Cuilpm-Houfe Books <f iphat 
the Trade to France is. 

And I mull deny, that dfty Guefs cm be 
ptdde, what our Trade to France ever was or 
ever IhaU be hereafter, by any Tariff or 
Treaty of Commerce, from any Export$ 
to MarJeiUes, MarfeiUes I have laid already 
is a free Port, where no Cuftoms at all 
are paid, either inwards or outwards, 
where all forts of Goods are laid up, till any 
other Market Ihall call for them, whether Marfeflje, 
in France, or any other Country ; and when-.* ■m*««- 
foever that ihall happen, they are carry'djj^*'^ 
out as free as they came in. The Mercator " * 
will by no means allow, that our Exports 
for Holland are for the Conlumption of that 
Country, and yet they pay a Duty both 
inwards and outwards; {o that they can- 
not pals thro Holland without an Increale 
of tneir Price upon this Account. The 
Cafe is otherwife at Dunkirk and MarfeiUes, 
no Cufroms are paid at all upon Goods im-ntCiijltm 
ported or exported in thole Places; andgjjyj^ 
then Ihall it be thought that wbatlbever wtand Mar- 
lend to either are for the Ufe of the Freneh^*'^ 
Nation ? No, certainly it is much more 
realbnable to believe that they are only laid 
up there, till they Ihall be called for by 
fome other Country ; for as loon as they 
leave thofe Ports for any other Ports of 
trance, they ar« loaded with luch Duties as 

E I arQ 
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ipform this Writer, tji« Iiis jlxjpotts to 
MarjfiHes. are very Uttje tp bis Puijwfe, ve- 
ry little more than if they w.cye ieac tp 
c;»»f4»mQflf or ^/f^f^* ft isfluvhworc 
p^b;abk, that th? Goods laoded af 5^- 
y«^M are (hipp'd agaio for fp;»e ofhpr Copqf. 
try, tb^i-that ^jjfeer thelc, pr ^ny fftim 
Qood3 .entet'4 for the StrtutSy are for the 
Vie f>f the iy«i»f^ Nation. And theicfcre 
fiotwithjQtanding this i^i^ Axpmcm P.f tbe 
Ji/JerfAtoTf the Qttfiomhoufe Aecomt^ $xe^ 
very good JMe to determine th* ntjoooti 
3E3pc«nt of pnr Exports tp J?r4W« in ev«ry 
X^x of pegc? J bis ^trfiifffs F/0pk9 tljo 
jjie bad been loaded wholly for ihacCity, 
flsnd for np.orhfit Country within the Str4if(^ 
do$^pf>% proY« C) o^upb as a. Prdbability, 
^hat any tfeii^ more than the Pepper, or 
even that all the Pepper on board that Ship, 
was for the Ufe of the Fre/tch Nation. 
. I fliall therefore grant, that Qpods naay 
be .fometinjcs entered for the Sfr4itsy and 
Afterward? landed at M4rfeilUi^ without 
mantingthaitapy<jpods, whether enter'4 
mMirJfilksox th/^Strafft, are fer the U^ 
of Fr4nce» I think Fr^fe will ufe none of 
wr Gpod^ except fiich as Ihe cannot be 
yithoiDt, whether the Caxgq of the Mar^ 
fii^esF/iSfor was of this kind, wefliaU bQ 
able to jud^ wbep we fee it ; for my own 
|)art, I know nothing of it, letthcAfrrw- 
tar jurodfjce it, Hh^ tbiuM if for bis Par- 
. ' pofe. 
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f»fe But I l)cHeve he will not produce k, 

Or if he Jhould, I believe we Ihould be con- 

Tinc'd by the very Sight, that none, or but 

a veiy linaU part of it, was to be coniuinM 

inFrani^y or even to be laid up at MarfeiSes^ 

ti/I called for by any foreign Market; but 

I mvA ask the Merc At or here, if Goods en* 

icr^d for one Country are often landed in 

^uiotber^ what Re^on he has not to believe 

that the draper enterM for Ma^feihs^ might 

iBot he lamfod in any Port of Itdy^ as well 

«$ that Goods entered for the Straits^ fhould 

t)e landed at M^ftiJUs. I am (ure there is 

very little Realbfi to believe, that any creat 

(Quantities of our Goods can be conmniM 

in any Part of Ftmc^^ under the Prejfure of 

jhi frefimt Duties^ as he calls it, or. even 

Without any Duties at all, as is very well 

©bferv'd by my Correfpondent. I muft 

.therefore dcfire the Mercator to confider, 

Fkft, that JW4rp//f(f f is a free Port, TIm RxpjrutU 
cot Goods there, and at Dunkirk^ pay noJl^.J,J^'J^']^ 
Cufton^; that the Confumption of them Dunkirk 
io thofe Places, cannot be increasM hy^^^'^- 
»pafliiig the BUI of Commerce j and thatX^'il/? 
thcr^fore^ the Exportations to either the 
(nxe or the other, can be no Argument for 
that RU. 

Secoadly, that our Goods in all other p^^^^'^''^ 

l^arts of Frame^ arc either Prohibited, or fiance, 

i Jotiided with high Duties j and that there-^ 

fore, our Exportations to Dunkirk or Mar* 

fkUlu arc no Argument at aU, that anv of 

£ A them 
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fS The Brkifli MenhanC 

iktm cs^ be fbkl in any otl^r P«rt of dutf 
Kingjdoin. 

In the third Pltce, the Tteanr 5* 
Commerce leaves many of onr Goods un- 
der high Duties ; and fome of them vm^ 
der Prohibitions, in all odier Parts of 
FfMce. And therefore our Exportations n» 
Dunkirk or MdrfeiSeSj arc no Aigomenc 
that that Treaty will enable us to tell any 
in any other Part of that Kingdom. 

Fourthly^ If more of our Goods are ex- 
ported to Dunkirk or MdrftiSes^ dian ar« 
noceilary for the Confumotion of thofe Ci* 
ties ; it ought rather to be prefimf d, that 
they are dterwards re-exported to otlrcr 
Countries, Where they are admitted vopon 
eafier Terms, than thit they are fold thence 
to any other Parts of France^ under the 
Frejfare of thtfrefent Duties. 

And from hence it will follow in the fifHi 

Place, That if Goods are entered from Ef^^ 

landj without Reifying any particular &• 

reign Port, to which they are bounds it 

ought rather to be prefiim'd, that they arc 

bobnd for thofe Countries where the^ aw 

admitted upon eafy Terms, than that tl^y 

are bound for any Country, where they 

are either prohibited, or loaded with fai^ 

Oaods in- Dutieis. For Ejcample : The Straits is a ge^ 

t^d^fo ^^naral Name that comprehends Itafy as wdl 

Landed f»as pTMce; but bur Goods are not Prohibiced 

itaiy^tfriif in //4/jf, they are admitted there with eafy 

Fr^ce. . j^jj^^ ^^^ jj^j^ .g ^^ jj^^ cwitrary la, 

• /^ ^ ' ^ ^rsneei 
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Tht Trade vnth Francet 'jf^ 

Ihmei the Meregtor hiioafetf has deny^ 
and indeed, it is ridicaloasto ima^ne, that 
any coofider^Me Qoantityof oar Goods 
can be expoiced to that Rii^dom, imder 
the frtfemt Preffure tf high Duties', and 
dierdfore, every Entry fyt the StrMitsoxx^ 
nthet to be prdiunM to be made lor JtMly, 

And hence it will foUow,ia the laft Phce^ 
That the Entry of 3 1091 w. of Pepperffiw 
Mar/eiSeSf ana the clearii^ out the Ship in 
winch it was carried, ot^t to be coimde- 
red in this manner, viz. That the Pepper 
only was for Frdme, if fiie was in al^nte 
Want of that CbnuQodity (for in foch 
Cafes^ fte admits every thit^) and tiiat all 
die rdl of her Cargo was for Italj, Or if 
die whole was for MMrfeiSisjifbx the Reafin» 
I hare given, it ought not to be prefiim'<^ 
that the whole is to be confiunM wUjiift 
die Breiteh ftbtion) or that it is not afterv 
wards to be re-exported to other Coontries^ 
whereit is admitted with eafy Duties* 

tHie Mercator has a very quaint Arga- 
ment to [peffoade os^ diat the whole C^go 
on board ^t Msrfeites F*&or is iatet^Sed 
for chat Port ; and dkat is^ that if the Ship 
isbonnd for hdlu MdrfiiSts is oat of hot 
Way ; and that the Carrier's W^on is no- 
▼er known to leave the Road, to ddiver a 
Parcel by the Way. Bat is it the fame thiag 
WfCfaaSh^? OsisMtirfeilhsfy'vetyttiKK^ 
QVK of the Road to Itdfy f Or is ^0000 lih, 
ff Pepper, Uke atictle Parcel tea Waggon ? 
' • According 
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JiCCordiBg to th€ h(k Sale, it ts of a^oo^ 

Value} aod how maoy Ships are loaden 

with no greater Valuer But if the whole 

Cargo was for MarfeiUesj MarfiiHes is a free 

Port, and nothing at ^ to the Mercatar^s 

Purpoie* 

The Mar* But I thiok I have (aid enoi^h to convince 

^tm^'^'^^y rcafonable Perfon. that his MarftiUei 

thing to fASor^ the Entry on ooard her for that 

wri^'"^^^*^^ and the clearing her out for the 

^^i ^^' Strsits^ are no Argument at all^ that we 

cannot make a Gueis at the Frend^ Tr^^ 

by any Returns from the Cuficm^bouft, 

What a flrange Creature now is the A&v 
€st^^ to deal in iuch &lf Cantradidions! 
To be fiift fb very confident of his Cufiom* 
houfe AccomptSy and then ib ibon to^ve 
them iml To periuade us that our Goo^ 
cannot oe carryM into FrMci^ and that yet 
now (iich Quantities are carried thither ! To 

feriiiade us that our Goods are sxat able to 
ear tb« prefent h^h Duties in t^t King^ 
donv ana that yet, now they ^ able to 
bear^ not only the FreMch Duties^ but thofe 
WiflfaU of other Countries in Conjundion! But I 
Malufic.^^^^ I fhall fhew my Readers before I 
umu^ have done, that Duties, or no Duties in 
Prance, frauce^ the Cafe will be very much the &iie^ 
^TinL "^ ^^^ fend very few ManufaOures to that 
* Kingdom. 
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' A lAtttr in Attpiter to me of the Merca- 
toiV Arrmments A^unfi the SCHEME, 
Some Rtpmdns on thtit Letter, 

THO U^ikl hadootfafnglefi In my 
Thowghrs, tbjm to undertake a De- 
fence of the Old SCHEME, yet I wiH do 
it- be<;»iie f;ha Merator dppo&s it. I have 
^x^^y madf myAfkoowiedgemeDtsto him 
Sof Sarnfi AnfMrers to his own (%)e6fci. 
90S; and for providing Cares for fbnieof 
^e mortfli Sr^s be has given to that 
^HEM^ JQhi: lam^alia oblig'd to this 
Wm^i &t f)uttiog ochet Gentlemen ii|ien 
^ Smdy Qf this Araament, by which I 
^ind ( ioaU be eas*d of a great deal of 
Tcoubie. ThiiMerci^% Objedioa j^infl: 
the SCHEME from the Cufiom-houje Ac- 
^mp?, kid befinre the laft Parjiament by 
the p/efent. Cammifflooers of the Ci^om& 
ijS^iowcil anfivcrcd by a Letter i have jaft 
ijDW «cdF'd, that I fliaU give it my Readers 
eotir^ as it came to my Hands.- 

To the BritifliMerehMt:, 

S I Rt 

* T Muft &iakly acknowledge, That f 

* A pay a very great Refpe(a: to the Me- 

* mories of thole worthy Merchants, who 

* publiib'd the Scheme of the Trade be- 

* tw«en EngUnd and France in 1674. as it 

* was 
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<" was then carried on, in the Commoditi^ 

* of the Native Produd and Manu£i<%]re of 

* each Country, for one Year, from Mchih 
? tlmdf i668. to Mfehatlmas i66q, 

■ * Their known Integrity aua Abilities 
« tor that Work, eaftly prcvail'd with mc 
' to give entire Credit to all they had aiTerto 
! «d. 

* But after I hadread the MercatoTr'H^ 1 1. 

< and had examined the Accounts from the 

* Officers of the Cafiom-hoafe relating to 

* oax Exports and Imports 'to and from 

* France for the laid Year, from Michdelmu 

< i66S, to Michaelmas 1669. which were 

* laid Idl Seffions before the Houfe of Com> 

* mons, I was ftrangely furprizcd ; andtho 

* I found by the Memomnium at the Foot of 

* the Account of the Imports, that it was 

* imperfcd, yet the Difference between 

* thefe Cuftom-houfe Accounts and the 
^"Scheme, was fo great, that I muft confefs, 

* I was afraid thoie Gentlemen had be^ 
*• impoled on, for I could not queflion their 

< Sincerity. 

* Thus I was heldinfiifpenfe, until I had 
« perufed your Paper N** J4. which revived 

* a Su^icion I had long harbourM of the 

* Authority of the Mercator's laid authea' 
*. tick Voucher ; and turning to the Inlpe<^or- 

* General's firft Report to the Commindon- 

* ers of Accounts, I was foon convinced, 
I \h^% this Argument againft the Scheme,^ 

night^ 
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migjat be i^poied, thp under the Pjro^Cr 
tipn of lb great a Demonilbation. 
< For by iSat Report, it appears that aH 
the light the Ih^dor-General had beea 
able to pin into the Traniadions of ^ 
Times, relating to our Exports and low 
ports to and fiom Frdneey was from a Ma- 
mdcript remaining in the Cufiom-boufe^ 
which only gives an Account of theio^ 
veral Goods and Merchandizes of the 
Groftb of EngUnd, exported from £^». 
doriy and an Account of the feveral Goods 
and Merchandizes that were imported in- 
to the laid City from Michdelmas i66», to 
Mtchdelm^s i66j, and from Miebselmds 
i66S, to Micbdelmas 1669, with the dien 
Valuation of all the Commodities ; bat it 
takes no Notice of the Re-exports^ viz, 
of foreign Goods and Plantation Goods 
carried to other Countries. 
' This AbftraA appearM to him to be aii 
authentick Copy of what had been offer- 
ed to the Home of Commons, but in 
what Yekr he could not find ; and that 
the Quantities of Goods contained there- 
in, may have been fairly extraded from 
the old Entry-Books of the Cupm-boufi, 



According 
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•According ta this MaitnfcHpif, t»r AbS 
* ftria, ' A X. J. 

tToMtdt. 1^3 Z^?oitti i7%o6f s 6 

■I ' « -'I ^ 
' Tlie Imports exceed the fixp, 27^641 10 o 

•From-<^c*.i<^<58<'rR6l«p.i--> ^^„j., ,, ^ 
^ itiotmtta S ^^^^^^ '^ ** 

* Tifelnipoits exceed the Exp. ^z^^ n 6 

• Aad afterwards he obferve^ That 

rthe Lead p 

t ihoa«crf to J 
rAfldtteWdoI-Ti 

^ tureartiourff-Y - 

Q edrto 
, . .- ^, ^ , 

^ * To this A<:count, there can be no Ob- 

* jedlion ; it comes from the proper Officer, 

* who declares that he was upon Oath, and 

* look'd upon himfelf, by the Nature of his, 

* Office, bound to adl impartially betvveea| 

* the Crown and the Merchant. ^ 

* He believes it was fairly extraded from ' 

< the old Entry-Books, and it had the Sanc- . 

< tion to be ofTered to a Houfe of Com- 

* jnons. 

♦ I camotthen donbt, but that this Ma- 
*ii«feript was io the Cu^om-Hoitfe, and. 

♦ ioQwii 
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vj^wn to l>e thes^, wheo the OfRcefs of 
'.the Cu^om-Hoi^t ^ye in their Accounts 
'ia 3fo/j<r 17 1 J to the Hoofe of Com- 



* mons. 



" *4nd fince this was all the Light the 
'^XD4>e^ot-.OeBer»l had been able to gjun^ 
^it xnvAbe concluded, that ttiere wa&'iio 
<^ other Account in die Quftvm-Bn^e itt 
^ 1 71 1/ ( wlien his &id RoKirt wa» nude'^ 

* thfttwasregnlarljr enter'd, or that could 

* befoiind. 

* This therefore is a fufficient Iteafei^ ta| 
'queftion the Validity of this Account 

* from the CufiomrHoufe^ unlefs it Ihould 
^ appear that this, and the Manufcript, men- 

* rAaat^hfDti DavwMty iuethefiimRe* 
fcord. 

' Whicfc tannbt be dlowed^ fys the 
' Dodror, as afbrefiid, feys, That the Wool- 

* lea, M^ufa(^U£es. were therein valued at 

* ^%$%i /. ij s, \ 

. *- And hj the Schenis, tfa«y mc yahied 

* at 6 1 5.4^ h Xhis Difference may be oc- 

* cafioned by the Rates, that are fet upon 
^thfiie. Goods^ ia. the ]V|uittfcript>, aoa in 

* the Scheme j but it will be impoflfble to 

* reconcile the Qpantitieis of the exported 

* Goods in the CuJ^om-hmfi Account deli* 
^ycred).a> the^Koufe o^ Cpmmoos^ with 
f the aforefaid Valuation «f 685211 /i 17 x. 

* To proye this Aflertion, I might refer 
*tp tb^MercAtor, Numb. ji. but becaufe 
Me has omitted feyeral Parcels of the 

* Woollen 
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Woollen Manufadhires that are enwe&d 
in that Account. I ihall give you the t^ar- 
ticular^ and their Valuation^ according 
to the Rates made ule of in die Sdiem^ 



Viz. 



I 

349 LongCloths at 10/. fer Clo.— 3490 
8 — 432 

ij 30742 

3/frPiecc 483 

I xy — X0338 

— 170 

• 1527 



5 
5 

1 

4 

2 

6 

% 



10 — * 

Id — 
10 — ^ 



54 Short Cloths 

2049 i-.2^a« Cloths 

161 Peimiftones 

j937tKcrfeys 

34 Cloth Rufhes 

305 1 Double Doe. 

itf2 Single Dozens 

2%6 Double fiay$ 

1660 Single Bays 

itfS Minikin Bays 

7582 Perp. & Serg. 

1701 Says&Stuffe 

1024^5 Goads of J 

' Cot. J 

550 WelJbVXzxm j 

121 5 Yds of Flannel iferYztd 

2tfdi Dozen Mens^ ^ *^ n/vr^« 

^WorftedHofe } ^f^^<^^ 

^34 Childrens ^ » ^ 

' WorftedHofe J * ^~~ 
1522 MensWool-> .^ . 

* len Hofe | ^^f 

1003 Childrens 7 

* Woollen Hofe S 
j005EllsofWool-i 

* len Cloth, va-> 
! Itted at y 



324 
1 144 

41 JO 
1008 

18955 

4252 



o 

6 

10 

O 

2 

O 

10 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
10 



60 

5322 

^53 
X141 



— Jjo 



o 
b 
o 
o 

o 

o 
o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 



9/«rlooGoads927i 7 o 



X5 o 

o o 

X2 6 

10 o 

9 9 



180 o 6 



r Woollea 
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' Woollen Goods exported from 1 
'. MicJmimas i6^ to Mlcbael-C < ^ < 

^'_f^ i66py as by the (M/iom-C^^^^ ^ ^ 

* iloufe Account, amount to j 

' IVbolIen Goods exported in the ' 
' fame Year, asby thelnfpec- C gg;^! j- ^ 

* tor-General's Account, a-f 

* mount to 



' The Ditference is — ^4^74 S 5 

^ UTiich is (ufficient to demonftrate, thit 
^ the Cuftom-Houfe Account, and the Doc- 

* tor's Manufcript, arc two dtffind: Accounts, 

* and Have no relation to one another* 

^ BefidcS, it muft h6 obferved, tfiaf tlfe 

* fiid Cufi'om-Houfe Acdblint differs from 
^ the Scheme in the Quantities of eVefy 
^ Species of Goods : The Mercator has fhewfl 

* you where it exceeds, but it did not an* 
' Iwer his End, to give the Counter-p^t, 

* where 'tis exceeded. 

* In that Account, t^herc are alfo fome 

* Gdods that the Scheme takes no notice 

* fif; andxm the other hand, there are other 

* Goods in the Scheme, which do not ap- 

* ^ear in the Cuftom-^Houfe Account. 

^ From the whole it's reaftwiabife to bb- 
*liev^ that the I>od:or's M^ofcript is 

* authentick ; and that it's very probable, 
' either that, or the Books of Entries, from 
' whence it was taken, was the Founda- 
^ iion of the Scheme, fmee neither the 

Yollt F 5 Scheme, 
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66 The Britifli Merchant. 

VSchemc, nor the Mantifcript give any 
' diftind Account of Exports and Imports, 
^ to and from the Out-Ports ; nor of the rc- 

* exported Goods as aforefaid : fo that their 

* different Valuation of the Produds and 
^ Manufadures fhipped at London^ may be 
^ eafily accounted for. 

^ But whenj or how the Officers of the 

* Cuftom-Houje came by the Accounts they 
^ laid, as aforefaid, before the Houfe of 

* Commons this Year ; or why they took 
^ no notice of the aforefaid Manufcript, is 

* not for me to refled on. 

^ My Defign being only to take ofFthat 
^ Load of Infamy andScandal, that has been 

* caft on the Authors of the Scheme, who 

* like true Englijbmef^^ furthered the Proj^ 

* rity of their Country. I am, 



SIR, 

Tour Friend and Servant ^ 



LondofljDec. ^ ^ 



To 
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To the Britifli Merchants 



S I R^ 

* A^ Y Correlpondent here has kindled 
^ ^^ a War between the frefent Officers 
"^ of the Cufiomsy and the InJpeSior-General y 

* and for my own part, I am very well con- 
^ rented that it ihduld be fairly fought bc- 

* twcen them. One thing I muft obferve, 

* that Dr. Davenant ( the lnfpe£torrGeneral^ 
^ in his Report td the Commiffioners of 
^ AccomptS, acknowledges himfelf to be 

* upon his Oath ; and that he very well 

* confidci'd the Nature and Obligation of an 

* Oath : I think this cannot be (aid of the 

* Officers of the Cuftoms^ in relpe^a to this 

* Return. 

• Again, the Dodor j fol. 8. has aflerted, 
^ that all poffible Enquiries hac^ been made 
^ at the Cuftom^Houj'e^ for an Abftrad: of 

* the Imports and Exports for one or two 
^ Years before the Commencement of th6 

* War, but diat he could riot find that any 

* fuch Abftrad: was kept. And therefore, 

* if the Manufcript, mentioned by the 

* Doftor, is genuine, then the Cufiom^ 

* Houfe Accounts for the Year 1668-9^ 
\ are undoubtedly furious; 

Fa ^ Befides, 



Digit 



zed by Google 



( 



( 
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Mercator < Bcfidfes, it appears plainly, that the 
Zuanle * Mercator, when he firft began to attack 
^iamfi < the Scheme, knew fo very little df the 
England, t CuHom-Houfe Accounts in his Paper, N^. 
' 1 1, that he acknowledges, N^. 2. that an 

* Account of the Value of the Exports and 

* Inoports in the Port of London, between 

* Frame and England, was really return'd 
from the Cufiom-Houfe, as follows. 

L s. d. 
' Imported from France,") 

« fromM/fW/w4Ji668>54i,$4? i^ <> 

* to Michaelmas i66g, J 
* Exported 108,699 4 o 

^ ^ Ballance againftfi/stgi^/;^ 43 2,^44 12 o 

^ The Difference between this Cufiom- 
^ Houfe Account, and that of the InffeSior^ 
^ General^ is fo inconfiderable, that it may 

* very eafily be accounted for by a Slip of 
^ the Pen. But whether this in the Meru^ 
^ tor^ N^. 2. or that of the Infpe^or-General^ 
^ is the right, f6r the Reafons in my Cor-^ 
^ refpondent's Letter, the Merutor's Cufiom- 
^ Houfe Account in his N^, 11. miift be 
^ wrong. 

^ Another thing muft be obferv'd, That 

* the Cuftoms were farmM in 1 669 ; and I 
^ have feen an Account of the Liquors, and 
^French Linens imported into the Port of 

* London and the Out-Ports, from Michael- 

^ mas 
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^ mas 1 66 J to Michaelmas 1669, fignM by 

* the Farmers^ and the Officers of the 
^ Cuftoms^ and which was produced before 
^ the laft Houfe of Commons, where the 
^ Imports of thofe Goods render the Ac- 
^ count of the feme Goods in the Scheme 

* highly probable. And whether, at a time 
^ that the Cuftoms were in farm, the Far- 
f mers and the Officers of the Cufiqms were 

* more likely to be in the right, or the prer 

* km Officers of the Cufioms^ at fo great a 
^ diftance after, may be worth the Reader'? 
^ while to confider/ 

* Laftly, it is notorious, that the Scheme Ti&tfo/i 

* was brought into the Houfe of Commons ^^^^«'« 
^ before 1678, by that worthy Patriot, the^7r^,^f 

* famous Mr. Sacheverell; and whether fo Houfe of 
^ gr^t a Man was likely to be impofed on^*'"'*^^'^ 

by the Merchants, or whether the Mcr-^l^y^^^^i 
^ chants could have any hopes to impofe 
' upon him, and the whole Parliament of 

* England^ when the Matter of Fad was fo 
^ frefli, will deferve the Reader^s ConfideraT 

* tioo. 

* My Correfpondent, therefore, migh^ 
^ have fome Sufpicion that the Merchants, 
^ who had fiibfcribed the Scheme, were in>- 
^ pofed on, when he came to fee tht Cuftom^ 
' Houfe Account in Mercatorj N^. 11. be- 

* fore he Jiad (b throughly confidered the 
^ Matter, as he appears to have done in 

* this Letter. But for my own part I lliall 
( H^veyfofped, that any Matfs Integrity or 



< 
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7© The Brkifli Merchant 

^ Capacity ought to be calPd in queftioii 
^ for any thing I fhall find in the Mer^ 
' cdtor. I am, &c. 

My Correipondcnt's Xetter has quite 
deftroyM the chief Argument againft the 
Old SCHEME. 
Tieaf.m That SCHEME which made the Bailance 
why they againft England upon her Trade withFriiw^, 
fhtsctm^^^^ a Million Sterling fer ann. was con- 
l/i674TfiderM as a moft formidable Ad verfary of the 
Bill of Commerce ; and was therefore to 
be encountered by all forts of Weapons* 

Therefore in Mercatory N?. 1 1. a Cufiom'^ 
Houfe Accovnt isiaifed againft it, by which 
our WooUepi ManufacShircs exported from 
London to Prance^ between Michaelmas 1668 
and Michaelmas 1669, which by the Old 
SCHEME are valu-d a^ no more than 61 546 
/. are fo multiply ^d, that they muft amount 
to 9 J396 /. % s. 6 d. Apd if this Cufiom^ 
Houfe Account is true, then without dit 
pute, the Makers of the Old SCHEME 
were miftaken. 

Againft this Cufiom-houfe Account, the 
Letter from /C. K^ hasfet up the Report of 
the Inlpedor-General of the Cuftoms, who 
upon path hap deliver'd that Report to the 
Commiflioners of the publick Accounts 
According to that Report, our Woollen 
Goods exported that Year, are valuM at 
68521 /. 17 J. Thefe might be the feme 
Sorts and Quantities of Goods which are in 

the 
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the Old SCHEME, the higher valuM by 
the Inlpecftor-General, who has no where 
been guilty of undervaluing the Goods we 
lent to FtAme : But they can by no means 
be the Sorts and Quantities in the Mercdtor^s 
Cajtom-houje Account, which by the Valu- 
ations m the Old SCHEME, which he 
thinks too low for Goods exported toFrj/ir^^, 
nrall amount to 93 596 /. 5 /. 6 d. 

Whom then mall we believe, the In- 
ipciftor-General who was upon his Oath, 
or the Mercafor'^s Cuftom-^houfe Account, 
which was handed into Parliament without 
any fiich Solemnity ? It will be very well 
doiie of the Mercatar^ to decide this Con- 
tr^verfy between the InlpecSlor-General, 
and his Account from (he Cufiom-houfe. 

If any Credit is to be given to the Report 
of the Infped^or-Oeneral^ then the Cuffom^ 
A(w/r Account muft be wrong: And if that 
Account is wrong, then this mortal Stab, 
as the Mercator calls it, is cared, then the 
Old SCHEME is well again of this 
Wound. 

All the Fear I have had, was, that this Ar- 
gument of my Correlpondent would bring 
back the Mercator to the French Commerce \ 
^nd that for a while, we Ihould remain with- 
out the fine Things he has promised us con- 
cerning the Sfanijh Trade and Treaty. B^t - 
that Fear isf over, he has given us great 
Hopes by his lalf, that his Correfpondent 
^all keep dpen all the Wounds he has given 
f 4 ^i^9 
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the Old SCHEME, while he himfelf is 
m(i>re ufefuUy employM in defending the 
Spdnijb Treaty fipm the Attacks of ouf 
New5- writers. 

Correfpondept therefore is my new Adr 
veH^ry, who in his very firft Letter defends 
the Mercator for having laid, that the Pre- 
amble of King Charles the fecond's Prohi- 
bition A(St, was a mid Preamkle to a wild 
jiit of ParlUmmt. He thinks it as lawful 
%o (ay this, as, th^t many of the Member? 
of that Parliament were Penfioners to the 

The Pf^fi-QQxxxt. For my own part^ I think (b too ; 

oners m ^ »ii.''. *' n - t i 

the 30 put yet, I qelieye it was never laid, tl^at any 
Car. 2. voQf thofe Members were retainM by Ppnfions 
Frcnct ^%^^^ France. The Penfioners, if therp 
Trade a Were anv fiich, were all in the French Int^- 

%nce ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^y ^^^ being the moft 
forward Perfons for a Prohibition of the 
French Commerce, put they muft either 
yiejd, or lofe the;r Penfions; for the Comi- 
try Fart of our Legiflators at that time, 
would give no Money, but with the TACK 
of a Prohibition. Our Legiflators then 
thought the French Commerce fo great a 
Nulance to this Nation, that they gave 
JVIony to be withoqt it: And without 
doubt, ^tis now worth while for Frame 
to give a great deal to bring us into better 
Humouy. 
Fxciama^ But tQ rctum to the Old SCHEME, 
'i th: *^^ ^^^ Charge, ' That I had once difown'd 
* f ir-and-^tm now repenting of that Sin ; 

^ that 
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^ that I value my fclf upon the M^rcator*i 

* Confeflion, that theScncmc was 40 Vears 
f old, as if it was thelefs a Cheat for being 

* a Cheat of fo long (landing ; that I now 
? know it to be counterfeit, and yet put it 
^ off for true Money ; that I threw it by 
^ while it wanted Credit, but fince it has 

* been a (uccefiful Cheat, fince it has cheat- 
5 ed a Parliament, I 4m now ready to im- 

* brapc it : as if a High- way-man, who had 
f toWd for 40 Ypars, and had pafsM all 
f that while for an honed Man^ ^efervM 
f ever the lefs to be hang'd. But he refolvcs 

* to prove this Old SCHEME the erranteft 

* Cheat that ever was put upon a Natioq, 
f and tbat I fhall be aiham'd of it a (econd 

* time, or be made a Shame my felf to 
f ^l the World.' And to give me a Sample 
of the bitter Things I am to exped: in his 
future Letters, his Correfpondent begins 
with the Title of the SCHEME; which hp. 
charges with a Fraud : ^ It is called, fays he;, 
f A Scheme of the Trade, as it is at prei- 

* fent carryM on between E$jgUnd and 
^ trspce ; whereas, in the fjrfl: place, all pqr 
^ Plantation Goods in^ported into England^ 

f and exported into trance by Certincatej^ ^ 

f are omitted in it. This, fays he^ is firft: 

* making the Title lye to the Nation, an4 
^then paaking the S^hem^ lye ^o th? T^* 

^ tie.' ' 

Bqt wherein is it that I have ever dif- confH$a^ 
pwn'd the SCHEMA? Meed Ih^ve faid 
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that it was not a SCHEME of my making, 
and the Mercater himfelf has acquitted me 
of this Thing ; he acknowledges that it was 
made above 40 Years ago, that it cheated 
a Parliament 40 Years fince ; then it could 
not be a Cheat of my contriving. But 
I am charged with knowing it to be coun- 
terfeit, and yet putting it oftas trae Money, 
But from whom have I known the Counter- 
feit ? From the Mercator ? J am (b unfor- 
tunate as not to believe any thing becaufe 
he fays it ; nay, fince I have undertaken 
him^ he has told fo many Untruths, that 
I am ready to tjelieve the contrary of what- 
ever he lays to be true. I ftiall never be- 
lieve any thing to be left a Cheat for its 
long {landing, if I can be once perfoadecj 
that 'tis a Cheat : but till I ihall be convincM 
that the Old SCHEMA wasfoch a Cheat, 
I cannot eafily believe th^t it could impofe 
Vipon a whole Parliament, elpe^ially lb wife 
a one as that of King Charles the Second, 
pr that our Legtflators then were feducM by 
it to make wild Preambles to mid ABsofFar^ 
liament\ if yet it i^ true, that the Old 
SCHEME was the Foundation of that 
A(St, for I have no Authorrty for it, but 
that of the Mercat^r and hrs CorrdpoiKlent, 
which is always to be fofpedled. I believe 
the OW SCHEME will ftill live in fpite of 
the Mercator^s mortal Stabs; but whatfo- 
ever Ihall be its Fate, I make no doubt 
but cur Legtflators^ as I have faid before, 

ha4 
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had very good Reafon for affirming, that 
oar FreMch Impof ts exhaufied our Treafurcy 
imd lejfened the value of our native Commodi^ 
ties And Manufactures. The Mercator has 
not yet prov'd that they were miftakcn in 
ticir Anertion •, he has written almoft an 
hundred Papers to prove the French Trade 
beneficial, and promised it in his firft, yet 
has never fhewn a Ballance on the tide 
of England. The Cuftom^houfe has been 
radack'd for this haj^y Year, yet neither 
fince the Tariff of 1664. nor even before, 
wl^n the Duties on our Goods were lighter 
than by the late Treaty, can fuch a Year^^^^^ 
be fbmid ; let him but produce the Year,^ J^ 
aod I have done, I wiU then be afliamed of produce 
the Caufe I have undertaken, nay, I wiH^^j/'"^ 
own my Shame to all the World* broughf 

As for this Writer^s quaint Obfervation,^ ^'^' 
That the Title of the SCHEME profefTes itEngUni 
to be a SCHEME of the Trade, as it was 
herrtofbre carried on between England and 
France^ and yet all our Plantation Goods! 
that were re-exported are omitted, and 
therefore the Title is a LYE : 

To this I anfwer, The SCHEME feems 
only to be a SCHEME of the native Com^ 
modities of both Kingdonjs ; and whether 
our Plantation Goods will be accounted 
fiich, we fliall be able to judge if ever the 
French are brought xo an Explanation of 
the Doubts oi tne kft Parliament. But 
whoever reads that SCHEME, and the 

Coq- 



Digit 



zed by Google 



^6 The Britifh Merchant. 

<;;;onclurion of it, win readily believe, that 
as many of our Imports of the Growth 
and Manufadure of FrMce are omitted, as 
of our Exports of foreign Growth and Ma* 
nufadure. Bijt I would have the Merca-^ 
tor J or his Correlpondent, a^wer the Let- 
ter I have prefented him, and recover his 
Cufiom^houfe Account, iif 'tis poffible. 

The Mercator has be^n often infiilting me 
vvith his Maxims : 
rhi Mer- That ch^apnef^ of Commodities inaeafes 
fMoty the Conftimption pf thenj . And, 
HfZ That Dearnels of Commodities muft 
needs hinder their Confiimption. 

From the firft he argues, that, fincc by 
the late Treaty of Commerce between us 
and Fra^ciy the latter has obliged her felf 
to lay no l^igh^r Qutigs upon our Goods 
than thole of the Tviff of 1664,. we fliall 
export more to that Country than we were 
ever able to do under the higher Duties of 
4ny lubfequent Tariff becaule cheapnefs of 
our Cppimodities in Fr4f^c:e mufl: certainly 
^4ufe an Increale of their Confumption. 

But from the iecond he argues, that iince 
by that Treaty we are obliged to favour the 
Goods of Fra^jce only a? thpfe of the Nati-^ 
one the mod favoured ; by which means the 
Puties upon French Goods will be a great 
^eal higher than they were in the Year 
i<564, or in any fublequent Year ; it muft 
needs follow, that we mall not import fuch 
^auticics as we did under the lower Duties, 

bccaufe 
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fcecdufe Dearnefs of Commodities canftot 
chafe but caufe a Decrcafe of their Con- 
famptioh. Thefe are the Mercator'^s Ar- 
guments to prove that we Ihall import 
lels of the hrench Goods than we ever 
did before, and at the fame time that we 
fhall export more of our own than ever to 
that Nation. 

Now I have not taken up a Reftrfution to 
quarrel with every thing the Mercntor fays : 
I am for keeping on the Prohibitions 
and high Duties upon Frerjch Goods, bc- 
caufe we fhall then confume the Jefs Quan- 
tities^ and becaufe Dearnefs of Commodi- 
ties hinders their Confumption. 

The Mercator^s Maxims therefore arc very cicapi:cf^ 
good, QmoaA hie & nunc ^ as they fay, that^^^ ^''''^' 
is, if they are reftrained to Time and IPIaee. cowm-^di- 
For example, if the City of London had^j^.^"/'^ 
fpent any certain Quantity oi French Wines, 
Brandy, Silk, Linen, and Paper, at a cer- 
tain Price, it is a violent Prcmmption that 
if the Price had been doubled in the fame 
Year, the Confumption would have been 
lefs. And on the other hand, if the People 
of France at this time ufe any confiderablc 
Quantity of our Lead, Tin, and Woollen 
Manufadures at the prefent Prices, it can- 
not be doubted that a great Abatement of 
thefe Prices, by the Reduction of the Duties 
in France^ mufl: increafe their Confump- 
tion, and be the Caufe of a greater Expor- 

tatioQ^ 

But 
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According But thcn thcfe ftnles, if applyM to diffe- 
fmncftf^^^^ Times, are not fo very infallible. For 
time. example, if thirty Years ago we foent a 
certain Quantity of French Goods at the cur- 
rent Prices of that Time, it cannot be con- 
cluded that we ihall not fpend as much now 
at higher Prices, and under an Increafe of 
Duties. And the Reafon of this may be, 
that our Luxury may be greater now than 
it was formerly, or that by an Incf eafe of 
Wealth our People may be able to pay 
better Prices. 
High Du' But I would convince the Mercator even 
iies on by Matter of Fad. It appears by an Ac- 
^w^^s did count returned from the Cufiom-Houfe to the 
nothinderhSi Parliament, that the Wines iniported 
\t^}!r^^ from France into the Port of London for 
four YearSj were as follow, that is to lay^ 
in the Year 



Tuns. Gai 

i^75 7495 88 

1676 9645 II 

1677 9789 80 

1678 7212 2 

The Medium of which was 8^55 tuns 
fer Ann. The Ciiftoms then were 6U%s. 
i A. On the i^th of June 1685, a Duty of 
6 /. 5 i. I d. was added, that is, the Cut 
coins were almofi: doubled ; and immedi*- 

atcly 
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atciy after, the Account for four Years, is 
flS follows. 

Tuns. Gal. 

i586 12760 2J7 

1687 15518 97 

1688 14218 171 

1689 11109 92 

The Medium of which was annuaily 
IJ401 Tuns. So that here the Cuftoms 
viCK almoft doubled, and yet our Importa- 
tions increaied in fo prodigious a manner. 

But I muft acknowledge now, that the 
Cuftoms upon all Wines are above double 
what they were in the laft mentioned Years j 
and fo many other Countries, as well as 
England^ are of late accuftomed to drink 
Clarets, that the prime Cofts in France are 
very much increaied : it is not to be ima- 
gined therefore, that the open Importation 
of thole Wines can be as great now as it was 
formerly. And the above-mention'd Ac- 
count from the Cuflom-Houfe ihcws, that 
for the laft iixteen Years and a Quarter, the 
Wines imported into the Port of London 
from all Countries in the World, did not 
exceed 12491 Tuns, which was almoft a 
thouiand Tuns lels than was imported in the 
lafl mentioned four Years from France only, 
and five or fix thou&nd Tuns lefs than was 
fiirly imported in that time from all the 
World But are there fewer Taverns now 
4- in 
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in London than heretofore? Or does any 
Man think that the Conliimption is leflen-* 
ed ? And if it is not, then it is certain the 
Quantity mull be made up by Wines that 
are clandeftinely importecl, and that out 
Luxury has increafed with the Prices. 
French But let it bc admitted, ihzt London now 
f^„^^^^ confiimes no more than 12500 Tuns fer 
if the Du^ann. does any one believe that we fhall im- 
port lels than loooo Tuns of the Growth 
of TrAnce ? Have we not accuftomM our- 
felves to buy thefe Wines under almoft 
double the Duties that are even now paid 
by thole of other Countries ? And will they 
not be univerlally preferrM, if they (hall 
pay no greater Duties than thofe of the 
Nations the moll favoured ? Are we not in- 
feded, as much as ever, with an Appetite 
towards every thing that is French f And 
if the Duties Ihall be reduced, is any other 
Wine {o likely to be the conunon Drai^ht 
of this Nation ? And if this fliould be the 
Cafe, the Price of Clarets in Frdnce has 
advancM {o much of late Years, by the great 
Demand of them over all Europe^ that in all 
probability we ihall pay as much for 10000 
Tuns, as we did heretofore for 1 j 500. But 
if the Culloms fhall be reduced upon French 
Wines to an Equality with thofe of For- 
tugalj I can by no means yield, that loooo 
Tuns will be the whole Quantity imported, 
either fairly or clandeftinely ; 1 am afraid 
as many will be imported as ever. 

f But 
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But flioold I grant, that the Duties hy^'^^^^f 
the late Treaty of Commerce upon Wines tt/I^i^J, 
and Brandies, (hall be fuch, that our Con^and othet 
fumption of them niuft be leflcn'd, I am^*'^'- 
very fore, this cannot be the Cafe of 
wrought SilkSi of Linens, of Paper, 6r of 
their other Goods. The InCreafe of Duties 
upon their Linens, is very little more than 
a Half-penny for every Yard : And is this 
a Duty fufficient to keep them out ? Wc 
may exped: therefore, tnaJt they will be 
pour'd in uoon us, in iuch Quantities^ as 
lo deftroy all the new Looms we have fet 
up in England^ zs well as in Ireland and 
North Britain^ to the Ruin of above an 
hundred thoufand of our People. 

As for the Cuftoms here upon moft ofi>cnch 
th^French Manufadures, which are to re-.^^'XT 

n lit #-»-i 1 *uriSy not' 

mam m force by the late Treaty ; they zxQwUhftan^ 
generally foch, as with the whole Value of'"^ ^^^ 
the Labour that is beftowM upon them irx^aMaT 
that Kingdom^ are yet under the Price that EngUfh. 
is given for the like Manufa(9:ures made in 
England. I need not refort to the French 
King's Redudtion of the Price of Labour^ 
by fcveral former Akeratiofas of his Coin in 
his Dominions: But 'tis notorious, that his 
Subjed:s are fobfifted in a meaner manner^ 
and live for lefs W^es than the labouring 
People of GreAt Britain. And then, can 
any one imagine that his Manufadlures arc 
not cheaper than out own ? or that wc 
ihall not buy the cheapeft? It is not e^ 
VolIL G ' nough, 
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BOUgh, tl^refore, for the Mender to tell 
us, that Dearneis of Commodities cau&s a 
Decreafe of their Cooiiimption ; He ought 
alfo to ihew us, that by the Duties whidi 
are to remain in force by the late Treaty> 
all the Manufeifture^ we can itopoct froit 
frMcCy will be fe tfiuch dearer thaa our own^ 
that our Merchaats will be able to mdk€ 
very little Profit-by importing ; or other* 
wife, whether for our Luxury, Or Nccefli- 
ties, they will ftill cootiiuuc to. impof t \x^ 
pn us. 

Then for his other Maxim, that Ch^p 
nefs of Commodities mud needs increde 
the Conlumptioo ; and that confequeatly, 
by the Reduction of the Fremh Duties mM& 
our Goods to the Tariff of 1664, we fliall 
be enabled to fond more of our Woolfen 
Manufaiftures to France^ than we did in 
1685. it is nothmg at ail to his ptu-poie. 

If we fend any Maaufoduces to Btkncey 
under the prefent high Duties ; we hare 
goodrealbn to believe, diat, by tokingoff 
« Part of thole Duties, our E&portations 
may be increasM. But has the Merc^tct 
any where prov -d, that we fend any Ma- 
Bufa^ures to France^ under the Preflurc of 
the prefent Duties ? Our Exporcatk>ns cd 
Duffkirk or MarfiiHes prove nodlixig like 
it No Duties are paid in thofe Plaoes ; and 
thei]^ will our Esqportations thitha proves 
chat they are carry'd farther into that Coun* 
tfy? 

4- .V . WiU 
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Will Ottr Exportations to Fraftce in 1 6S ^^ 
tod under the Duties of that time, prove 
that we can (end any Goods now, under 
any Duties at all ? Have the French been 
labouring ever fincc at the Woollen Manu- 
&<^are, and are they arrived at no Per* 
fe^ion? Have they placed King Philip on 
the Spanifh Throne, that they inould now 
bay SfMiJb Woo\^ or Spamjb Cloth from 
EngUndf Or muft we buy Woollen Manu- 
factures from the NttherUnds^ becaufe we 
did heretofore in the Time of the Dukes 
of BurgunJ^ f 

Unlefs therefore the Mncator Can ap- 
ply his Maxims of Dcarneis and Cheap- 
ntlk of Commodities to one and the fame 
Year, they arc by no means fufficient to ar- 
gue upon from the pift time to the prefent^ 



Th Entries for Flanders and the Straits 

are not for France. 
Our Woollen Manufactures cannot go to 

France, neither at the jrefent^ nor bj 

the late Treaty. 
And for fphat Reafonss 

WELL: rhctcishotndefthcMer^f/}:^;;/^ 
cafor6 Exports to France ; thars the Goods 
certain. Every thing that is enterM at the*»*2^^j" 
tufiom-Houfe for Flanders^ or the StmtSyt^^satL, 
is carry'd into Frdme^ befides a World of «» fir 
• G 2 Goods^"»=«' 
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Goods that are fent thither by the way of 
Holland, It is unhappy for him, that any 
Entries are made for the EaB or WeH^Indiesy 
for Portugal or Mufcovj ; thefe Countries 
are either at too great a Diftance, or too 
much out of his way ; otherwife, we fhould 
alfo lofe thofe Trades ; all the Goods we are 
able to fend any where, wouM be fwallow'd 
up hy France ; he would damn all the Culiom* 
Houje Accounts, and the Merchants for 
their falle Entries to any other Country. 

But why are the Goods carried into 
France^ that are entered out for Flanders and 
the Straits ? Why ? Becaule it pleafes the 
Mercator'^s Fancy ; not that he has any one 
Reafon, befides his being hkMto write for 
the Bill of Commerce, to induce him to be 
of that Opinion. No ; whatlbever Reafon 
there is, it is againft him. 

To inftance in our Woollen Manufac- 
tures, which is the Grand Article of our 
Exports, the Staple Commodity of this 
Kingdom. Where wouM any one believe 
that thefe are carryM ? To Countries that, 
have not fuiBcient of them for their own 
People ; or to thofe which, befides having 
enough for their own People, are able alio 
to lupply their Neighbours ? To Countries 
which receive them indifferently into -every 
Port ; or to thofe which reftrain^the Im- 
portation of them to two or three Ports 
only, at the greateft Diftance from the 
whole Body of their People ? To Countries 

'which 
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which'rcceive them with very eafy Duties ; 
or to thofe which lojad them with fuch Du- 
ties as amount to Prohibitions ? And laftly, 
to Countries which give our Merchants 
veiy little trouble upon the landing their 
Manufadures^orto thofe which fiibje^ them 
to very troublefbme Vifitations ? To com- 
pare then the Cafe of luly and Flanders ; 
they have not fufficient of their own Wool- 
len Manufactures fpr their own People ; 
they admit ours equally into every Port, 
they lay upon them very moderate Duties, 
ancf they give our Merchants no manner of 
trouble upon their landing thefe Manufac- 
tures. In France every thing is the reverfc ; 
no want of our Woollen Manufadures; but 
three Ports where they are lufFer'd to be 
imported ; exceffive Duties, and exceeding 
troublefbme Vifitations. This is the Con- 
dition of our Trade with that Nation, even 
by the late Treaty ; but till that Treaty Ihall 
be made efie^^ual, our Condition is ftill 
worfe : And then, can any Man entertain 
the Jeafl Sulpicion, that the Manufadxires 
which are enterM out for Flanders or the 
Straits^ are carried into France ? 

I fliall particularly confider every one of 
the above-mentionM Circumftances ; by 
that time, I believe, my Readers will be 
convinced, how unlikely it is, that any 
more of our Manufactures fhou'd be carryM 
into France^ than appear in the Cujlom-^ 
Houfe Accounts. 

^ e J As 
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As for ItsLly^ it never did abound with 
WooiieQ Manu£u^res : Both the Lands^ 
and the People of that Country have been 
employM another way. Silk is their chief 
En^loyment, in which they excel. But 
the People there wear Woollen Cloths ; 
and fincc they have not enough of their 
own, they fupply themfelves trom France 
and Great Brttsin : And there is no great 
doubt but we ihall continue to fell our 
Share, unlefs, by any ill Condud: of ours, 
we ihould provoke them to increafe their 
Duties upon our Woollen Manufadxires^ 
which at prefent are very moderate. 
England flandcTs heretofore, in the time of the 
^ot fhe^ Dukes of Burgundjy was the Seat of die 
^flnufac' Woollen Manufacture. We then fold our 
turesfrom\iloo[ to the flemtHgSy and bought from 
^anf'l% them our Woollen Cloths. Since that time, 
fet up by the coming in of the iValloonSy by 
Lace and vvholefomc Laws, and by aj^lying our* 
Limn, ^ly^g ^.Q xht Work in earneft, we are arrivM 
at Perfe(3:ion. The Flemings are gone off 
to fine Lace and Linens, and we fell them 
yearly a very great Value of W(x>llen 
Cloths ; and ihali fltU, perhaps, be able to 
do this;, unlels by any Provocation we 
force them upon Prohibitions. We have 
learnM better, I hope, by our late ui^uc* 
celsful Attempts to prohibit the FUnders 
Laces, which made the Flemings retaliate 
upon us, and leflened our Exportation of 
Woollen Manufadhires to the Value of for 

veral 
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fereral hundred thoufand Pounds ferdnnJ^^Prohi. 
But without giving any of thofc ^^ovocz^^^lll^ ^[^^ 
tions, we have juft reafbn to hope that hindered 
our Exportations may be continued both to J"'' ^'^'''^' 
hdly and Flanders. pmsl"^' 

But can wc hope to export any of our 
Woollen Manufachires into France ? They 
have Wool of their own, and they can 
never want the fineft fort from the Domi- 
nions of King Fhilif. They have follow- 
ed it now for many Years with uncommon 
Application; and for the Encouragement 
of their Artifts, they have put as many 
ttard/hips ^s poflible upon Foreign Manu- 
fa^rcs. Thev now not only (upply their France 
own People, but Smyrna and ConfiantinoMt^^i^^ 
fUy with more fine Cloths than are fent J,-jJy^^^^ 
thither from GreaP Britain r and even luly^fine ciotb 
as I obferved beforCj is ferved with the^^^'' ^'^- i 
Woollen Manufa(fhires of France. A nd can 
wc hope then to fell any of thele Goods to 
fiich a Country ? Is it not juftly to be pre- 
iiimed^ that the Woollen Manufaiftures 
which are entered out for Flanders and 
the Straits, are conliimed in Italy and Flan- 
ders ? Can any one believe, that any of 
them go to trance"^ 

The next thing is the Ports. In Italy and ivooiien 
Flanders our Woollen Manufadures ^^^""^j^'^l^^ 
equally received in every Port ; but cvcn'/Jpous 
by the late Treaty of Commerce, by which^« f'^"<^«- 
it is pretended we are fo very much favoqr- 
ed, they are admitted only in Bourdeauxy 

G 4 P^oaeny 
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Rouen^ and St. V^lfry. And does thfs look 

as if the FrenQh were in earneft tp receive 

our Woollen Manufa(9:i|r,es ? 

77.e D./3, ^Yit Cuftoms and Duties upon them will 

wooiLn loon determine where the greateft Quanti- 

Manujac ^(^5 ^^^ confumed. They are very mode- 

plandeTs. ^ate ju luly^ they are not above 8 Per Cent. 

in Flanders. Jn trance they are Pronibitions 

at this time, and fb indeed would be by the 

late Treaty, nptwithftanding the Redudion 

u^rrdon of them bv that Tteatv. Woollen Cloths, 

cloths tn T^- "^ r T^ii ^1- -. • ^r J 

Fiance, cvcry Piece of 2$ Ells, that is, ji Yards, 
afe to pay by this kind Treaty, if ever it 
ihouldbe made efFedual, according to the 
TarifFof 1699, Fifty five Livres, Ten Sols, 
or } /. J J. 4 d. that is, 2 s, and 8 d. for pve- 
ry Yard, or 2C>fer Cent, for Clotl^ of 13 s. 
and 4^. fer Yard, and almoft /f>fer Cent. 
for that of 7 s. per Yard. And is any one 
fo fond as to believe that any will be carried 
into France by this Treaty ? And much 
more is it po/Tible to believe that any is feqt 
thither now ? Or that our Woollen Manii- 
faiShires which arc entred out for Flanders 
and the Straits^ are carried afterw^ds intp 
trame ? 
'fiifjfr^j' Perhaps the Mercator will imagine thjjt 
foufcr theth^Y ftcal from Holland and Flanders into 
^1:1 of france^ without paying French Cuftoms. 
^'^'"'^^^^^* There is not the leaft ground for this Imagi- 
nation : But if they do, they will do fo 
,ftill; they will rather bear paying the mo- 
^ derate Cuftoms of Holland and Flanders^ 

than 
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fjbn from 30 to 40 per Cent, by thcTanff 
of 1 6 99. For whatfoevef the Sfercdto r fan- 
cies concerning the Tariff of 1 664, the for- 
mer is to be the Tariff by the late Treaty 
for our XVooUen Manufadures, And if 
this ihouldbe the Cafe, there capnot be the 
lead reafon for the Bill of Commerce. 

One thing flill remains, and that is thcvifitathm 
Viiitation. We are fare there is no i^^^l^J^/j^ 
thing in Italy or Flanders^ but jby the lat^ 
'j'reaty of Cominerce they are lubjcd to ^ 
Vifitation ; that is, they are to lie fix or 
eight Months at the Cuftom-houfe to be 
Moth-eaten, till the Prefident of the Cu(^ 
toms Ihall have leave to be in perfed Health 
to make his Inlpedion, and then, if he 
pleafes, he may meafiire them over in the 
KaiQ and the Dirt, and make them 20 fer 
Cent, worfe than they were before. With 
this and the extravagant Duties from 20 to 
40 per Cent, we fliali fend a World of our 
Woollen Manufacihires into France. Or it 
\s wonderful likely that they fhould rather 
go thither under tl^efe Hardfhips, than to 
Italy or Flanders. 

When I firft read over the Treaty, I waj 
aftonifhed^tthe Exception^of our Woollen 
Manufacture in the 9tn Article ; but I was 
(till more aftonifhed at the Hardfhips in thp 
Articles annexed, and dated a Month afterr 
wards. Yet I can by no means wonder 
that the iWi?r^4/(7r Ihould think light of thefp 
Hardfhips, who has fallen foul upon the 

Portugal 
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Portugal Treaty^ \yhich has taken ofT the 
Prohibition of our Woollen Mannfadfcures 
in ithat Country. We are obliged however 
to the Minifters, who, as they did not 
apprehend thcfe Difficulties in the late Trea- 
ty, have reftrved them to the Parliament, 
which it is impoftiMe ihould be miftaken. 

The following Letter from an unknqwij 
Hand, contains fo many excellent and felf- 
cvident Truths, that I refolve to paft it up- 
on my Readers, without any Con^mcnt of 
my own. 

To the Brifffi Merchant, 

SIR, 

* np HERE arc none of her M^jcfty's 
^ ^ Subjefts that arc mpre obliged to 

* thofe worthy Patriots, who laft Seffiqu 

* of Parliament rejected the Bill of Com- 

* merce, than thole concerned in the Woql- 

* len ]VIanufa(aure3 : and fince the W^afth 
^ and Profperity of this Kingdom do in 
^ a great mcaforc? depend uppn me Impro ve- 
^ ment thereof, and the profitable Trade 
f carried on by the Exportation of the 

* fame ; there is no doubt, but that both 
^ the Manufadlurers and the Merchants 
< will be always aflifted and encouraged by 

* our Legiflators, in profecuting fo good a 
' Work, and that teqds lb nmch to the pub- 
lick Utility; 

^ The 
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< The Trade to thofe Nations therefore, ^^//^^^ 
who confome the greateft Qaantity ofTakescff 
our Woollen Manufedures, miift and will'"^/^*^ **^ 
be moft efre<»ially promoted. Zt!" 

* And it is impofiible, but that all thofe, ^«» bi ^mo/l 
who wi(h well to this Kingdom, will ef-^*'*^'* 
fe<SkaaUy difcountenance our Commerce 
with every Country that excludes the 
Importation of our Woollen Manufac- 
tures, by impofing fuch exorbitant Du- 
ties th^eon, as amount to a Prohibition ; 
elpecially when it is manjfeft, thatfucli 
Manufaa:ures have been let up in oppofi- 

tion to oars, and that they not only (ap- 
ply themfelves therewith, but interfere 
With us in our Trade to other Countries. 

* I will therefore conclude, that our Com-^^J^ '*• 
merce with Risfj^if, tht Eafi Country j Ger^Je,hat 
mMjj HoUandy FUnderSj Fortugdy the^T^ 
UtraifSy Italy and Turkyy with wnom we 
traded during the late War, to the great 
Benefit of this Nation, will be encou- 
r^ed; and that due and proper Meaiures 

will be purfaedj for refloring our former 
Traffick with Spain. 

* But it's not to be imagined, if ever ther^^ Par^ 
trench Trade fhould be again under the^ww'»^ 
Confideration of a Brinfb Parliament,,^f^;r,J 
that they will permit the Subjeds of his French 
moft Chriftian Majefty to import their ^^^l'^*^' 
Manufadnres into this Kingdom, to the * 

vaft Prejudice ( if not the utter Ruin ) of 
our own, and to the great Diicouragement 

* of 
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The Britifli Merchant. 
of feveral of the afor efaid Trades, nnlefs 
we can import our Woollen ManQfa<3:ures 
ajid foreign Goods into ftMce^ whereby 
we might repair at leaft part of the Da- 
mage we ihould in iuph cafe fuffer. 
^ Our Forefathers (it's certain) enjoyed 
a great Trade with that Kingclom many 
Years, whilft they paid eafy and reafona- 
ble Duties, viz. 6 Livres for a Cloth, and 
I Livre for a Piece of Serge ; then the 
Woojlen Marjufadures exported thither, 
amounted to a vail Sum. 
^ But as their own Manufadures en- 
creafed, they gradually impofed greater 
Cuftoms on ours, whereby that Trade 
was (enfibly difcouraged ; ^nd no (boner 
had the prefept Frenqh King eftablilhed 
his Tarin* in 1664, whereby we were 
obli^d to pay 40 Livres for Cuftom of 
aCloth^ mix'd, orotherwife, of «$ Ells, 
or J 2 Yards (that is, on a Long Clothr of 
42 Yards two thirds, 5 ? Livres one third, 
which at 18 ^. fer Livre, amounts to 4/.) 
and extravagant Duties on all our other 
Woollen Manufaiilures, but the Expor* 
ration thereof declined apace. 
^ And his Officers having fince very fre- 
quently, tho injurioufly, detained the 
Merchants Goods in the Cujiom-^houje for 
feveral Months, before they could r^ceive^ 
them, and afterwards by opening and ex- 
pofing them, onpurpofe to difcourage theif 
Importation, alfo by further increaung Jiis 

? PM^ies^ 
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Duties, this great Trade dwindled to a 
Trifle j fo that during the laft Peace which 
continued above 3 Years, all the Cloth s^' 24000 
exported to France is valued by the Inlpec-^^^/^^^^ 
tor-General at no more than 2^010 L fen te 
9 /. 4 d. And altho (according to the pre-^^^°^ *» 
fent Treaty) thofe Duties are leflened^ ^^'^ 
from what they were in 1687. yet we ar6 
ftill to pay for Cuftom of a Cloth of 25 
Ells, 55 Livres inftead of 40 Livres as 
aforelaid, by the Tariff of 1664. 
^ If this then be impartially confidered, 
how fmall will the Exportation of out 
Cloth and other Woollen Goods be fof 
the future? 

^ It is therefore moft certain, that hi$Thi w 
laid Majefty has nothing more at heart/^*'^^ 
than to encourage the Conlumption of hisJ^^^Ji,^ 
Woollen ManufadureSj and that he ipares moiUm 
no Charge to promote the fame. fra^/* 

* For Inftance: In 1665, He fettled ^ 
JAr.'Jofes Van Robay^ a foreign Proteftant,^J^^f^^^,^ 
at AUeville in Picardjfy and by Letters Pa- c^/r^l 
tent granted to him and his Workmen<^'«^^)* 
the free Exercife of their Relieion, ^nd^J^^j^ 
feveral other very confiderable Privileges, tuns. " 
which their Families enjoy to this E)ay. 
This Clothier fixed the Manufacture of 
all forts of SpMijh Cloth in that City, and 
the King lent him by Agreement 2000 
Livres for every Loom he let up, until he 
had 40 Looms at work ; fo that he re-^ 
ceiyed 80,000 Livres, And at laft it was 
f I founds 
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found) h^ h^^ ^ ^^1^ eftabliihed that Ma^ 
nufacfture, that by d^rces the Payment 
of the whole was remitted. 
^ Again, that Monarch by an Arret of 
the 19th oiOBoher 1688, granted to Nod 
de Varennes divers Immunities, to cn^ 
course him to carry on the Manufac- 
ture of Drap de Londres^ (or Cloth made 
in Imitation of what is lent from Londoa 
to Turk)) in the Province of Languedqc. 
^ And afterwards that Province was 
obliged to fiirniih the Sieitr Magi and his 
Partners with 30,000 Livrcs, to carry 
on the fame Manu^dlure of Drsp de Lon- 
dres at Clermont and SePte ; and they ha- 
ving voluntarily engaged themfelves to 
tranlport 2000 Pieces oi that Cloth to 
the LevMPj by an Arret of the fecond 
of October 1692, they are permitted to 
carry the Goods they import from thence 
it Mar felt A^ by Tranfires ftomLyons^ in- 
to all Parts of that Kingdom ( that i% 
without paying the Duties of particulat 
Provinces) nevcrthelcfs upon this expreis 
Condition, that they export annually 
2000 Drafs de Londres to me Levant. 
' In 1670, a l>i//f;?^ Company was cfta- 
bUfhed in francty and the King both at 
that time and afterwards granted th^n 
many Privileges ; and tho it was fomc 
time before their Trade flouriihed, yet 
they now import at fome of the principal 

I Scales 
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< Scales in Tetriy^ Cloth and Perpet^ to 
f a greacer Value than our Turkj Mcr- 

diaoc& 

^ By thefe^ and other proper Methods 
^ their Trade, and their WooUeo Maaih- 
^ &d:ureS9 have beeo eftaUiibed in trdncey 
^ aod they are now broi^ht to a yery great 
^ Pcrfeiftion. 

* Do not the People of that Kingdom, J^^^JJ'f^ 

^ as wcH as we in Great BrUaw^ generally France^ Mt 

* w^r Woollen Cloth, and Stuffs ; and are^'J^^ -^ '» 

* not thofc worn there, of their own Ma* °^ 
^ nuf^ure? 

* Is it not acknowledged by all that have^^"^/'*r* 

y i. m * w , t%^^ . r^^ i 1 • »(/«w Italy 

^ lived m Italjy as well as m lurkj^ that they ondTvirV^^ 

* fiipply thofc Countries with great Quantt*^'^/''^*" 
^ tics of WooHen Manufactures ; and did^ ^^^^' 

* they not formerly fumiih us Vvith Stuffs^as. 

* and Druggets to a great Value ? 

* Befides, have not the ^^w^cr^^ laid a.spaniarrf$ 

* fide their old Habit, which was made ofJ^'^J^^^ 

* Englijb Bays, and are now clothed inst/^s in- 
^ French Stuffs ? &c. And can we be fo very A-»^.^ 
^ onhappy as to im^iiie, there are but fcw^^^ 

^ Wbcmen Manuiadures in Fr^nr^ f 

* But the Mercaer fey^ they «e not fo 
^ good as ours ; and i muft confels they 

* generally ^e not, dfpedaily then: luper- 

* fine Cloths : However, when it turns 
^ thoH to account, they will make them 
^ very near as gocnJ as their Neighbours, 
!^ and can iell them much cheaper. 

! Have 
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Wiimiiati « Have we forgot, that our Drap di 

t'fimT^^ ^^^Oj ^^^g^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ Other Goods, 
wooUen ^ took their Names from their Manufac- 
Gcods. € tu^^3 ? But if they, or the Foreigners, 

* with whom they trade, demand and ard 
ctth^ ' ^ P^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ lighter and worfe made 
auirer'a' ^ Cloth than ours, becaufe it's cheaper; 
broad than ^ are they not in the right to gratify 

firmerlj. c ^hcm ? 

^ Merchants and Maiiufadhirers muft en- 
^ deavour to comply with the Humours 

* and Fancies of thofe, to whom they 

* vend their Coromodities, or elfe they 

* will fbon lofe their Trade. 

t?nc/X ' ^^^ Venetians, fome Years paft, flip 
M^nufac'^ ply'd a great Part of haly and the LevMt 
ture funky < with their fine Cloth, which is an excel- 
and why. , ^^^^ Maiiufadure : But, by being obliged 
^ by the Law of their Country, to keep up 
^ to their own Standard, have fince, in fe- 

* veral Places^ loft nine Parts in ten of that 

* Trade. 

Our Cloths * What is become of our noble Manu^ 
Terf^lf' facaure of Flunkets^ Violets, mdi Blues, 
biretofon. * formerly made in Suffolk ? Are not thefis 

* Sorts beat out entirely, by a flighter and 
< inferior Sort, made in Gloucefierfbire ? 

* And arcf not the Cloths, even of this 

* Country, which arc made for Exporta- 

* tion, of lels Subftance than formerly ? 
French « Let ourS^/ii^i^ryClothiers anfwer, how 
Jft'.^Jr*' ™^»y »^^ fuperfine6|p4^# Cloths did 
ours u < they formerly fell for Turkj, than at pre- 

Turky, i f^Qt; 
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* icnt : Or if the Tiirky Merchants would 
^ confefe, what is the Reafon, that That 
^ Part of their Trade is almoft loft j I am 
^ afraid it would he found^ that the French 
^ lifi€ Qotfa prevents the Confijmption of 

* ours ; for it's obvious, by their prefent 
^ Exports, they are well enough inclined for 
^ the publick Good^ to promote, nay to 
^ force a Trade in the Lev^nty and yet they 
f 4:ake off but little of rfiis fort of Cloth. 

^ But in all Countries, how few are there, 

* rhat buy the beft Cloth, comparatively 

* with thole that are forcM to coiitent them- 
I felves with the inferiour Sorts ? 

* If the French then con>e to the (ame fo-* 
' reign Markets with us, and have iiich forts 
^ of Cloth as we have, tho they are really 
^ inferiour ; will not theirs be prejudicial to 

* the Sale of ours ? 

^ The Mercdtor may tell a Torkjhire Clo- 
"^ thicr, that it's in vain for him to fend up 
*his Cloth to London^ to be dilposM 6f 
^ there ; becaufe there are many better Sorts 
< from the Wefiern Parts, to be fold every 

* day in that City : But he will never take 
^ his Advice, nor credit what he fays, any 

* more than you do, 

' In ihort, an inferior Commodity will 

* alway-s atfed the Price of a better, at the 
^ fame Market. 

* But, however fome may deceive them- 

* felves, or be deceived ; this is certain, 

* The French work cheaper than we can ; I 

Vol. II, H t mean, 
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mean, they have much more Work done 
for a Shilling in FrAffce^ than wc have 
here for the lame Value ; and they fell 
their Cloths, Perpets, &c. abroad^ con- 
fiderablv cheaper than we can pretend 
to, with fair and juft Allowances for the 
Difference of the Goodnels of the Mas 
nufa<9:ure. And for the Trath hereof i 
appeal to every unbiafled Merchant, that 
has lived abroad, where theirs and our 
Manu£i(3;ures are fold. 
* Formerly, the Dutch were our Rivals 
in theie Manufa<3xires ; but the French 
having been too h^d for them, by almoft 
ruining their Trade in feveral foreign Mar- 
kets, I mud now afTert that the French 
are become our principal Rivals abroad ; 
and I wifh, we nnd not the bad Efiedh 
thereof in a very few Years. -» 

^ But thisniuft befobmitted to : their In- 
duftry, and the Remiffnefs of others in for- 
mer Times, has cncreasM their Woollen 
Manufadures, and occafions their fopply« 
ing feveral foreign Countries with tnofe 
Manufactures which interfere with ours; 
the ill Confequences whereof can never 
be prevented, but by encouraging the Ex- 
portation of the Woollen Manufadiires 
to thofe Countries who trade with us on 
the Square, and by promoting the Manu* 
fadures of Silk, and other unwrought 
Materials, which are the Returns thereoC 
]f this be but profecuted^ this Kingdom 

^ can 
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^dn ttcvcr regret the Lpfs of a deftrudivc 
< Trade with Frdffce ; but on the contrary, 
^ AaU remember, not only our late Legifla* 

* tors, but thofe alfo who pafled the Pro- 

* hibition A<ft in the Jo C4r. n. asBene&c« 
^ tors to their Country, and as iiich, with 
^ the higheft Honour, Gratitude and Re- 
f fpea. 

* Before this Statute was in force, the 
^- Wool of this Kingdom was a mere Drug, 
^ and the Clothiers, I am fure, petitiond 
^ the Parliament feveral times, upon the ill 
^ State of their Trade : But in 9 Years if* 

* ter, I find, Wool was advanced aboye 
< ^oper Cent, and liich a Trade ((ays a good 
^ Author in 1681) there is for Woollen 
^ Manufadures, as England never faw in 
f any former Age. 

^ But that you may be folly convinced, 
^ that this Nation has enjoyed a prodigious 
^ Advantage fince that Trade was prohi- 
^ bited, examine the following Account, 
^ which is taken ftonj Dr. Davenant^s Re- 
f ports. 
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: . I ^^ ^ 

jnjti'. £xportcd from England in T o^ 

/^e i»- iff tddi-g ip55,i^4 ip o 

^'''•^J* , T6t^^ e^tf dfted id thdfe i^ 

iZprohl Year5 brf^fe the Ftmb > ^^Se^aZ^ 3 c* 

bitionAti, Trade watprdhiWte4*-^j| 

30 Car. 2. Exported in i6ppA 

when the Trade between^ 

prduce ai^d England was reA ^ ,^q >^ ^ 

cipfocally carried on upotlf ^*7«»>i«^ i? <? 

th^ (zmA high Duties Is are j 

now ifc foif^e — -i* -*— ^ 

when we liad a War irithr 

^jprt/if, atul before the gredty* ^>f%4}|oj o 

increafc of the Pmug/aVS 

Trader—.-^- .— ,.-i^a/ 



Total exported in thefe it 

ti^ars litice the t\renchf 

Ti-ade #a*^tber prbfilbi->i3j4j2,ig9 17 tf 

ted, oJ" 4^arried on withS 

high Thtm " '- " ■'. •— i— "^ 
Pejdua the firft two Years I, ^ -^ . ^•^ ^ ^ 

Exports as above J ^.^^6p%7 3 o 

So that the Exports of thefe^ 

two Years exceed the two^ 

Years Exports, when we^ Pj345,i82 14 6 

had a free Trade with thatS 

Kingdom, •* 






Thii, I muft aekftOwIedge, is a fiir- 

* prifing Difference ; but any Merchant, 

* who will throughly inform himfelf of the 
^ Trade that was formerly, and is nowcar- 
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^ «^d W in Grtst^'Britiinj togcdxer with 
^ tbe IWjportaiiGe iDf our Silk and other M a- 
[ nufeftures, may accamu: for it. lam, 

Twr Friend mdServAntj 

London, Decl Sl^ A/T 

21. iji^. ^* -^^J- 



are, 



The Heads I am now to difcoucfe upon 



I • jirguments t^o frofV£ tiutt there are Gwis 
dftd^MercboMdwesmduch France «M^X»r- 
f^ly froh^r mthout My Violmi(m^ jof 
the lau Treaty. 

4. To exfUin the Me4^wg cf the W^^rds^ 
WatH HESJPECT TO THE 
GOODS AN>D MERCHAN- 
DIZES OF<j>RJEAT BRITAIN, 
in^the ninth 4rPic{e cfthat Treat^^ 

J* l^t the Prenph JQng never intended to 
4^efeal his Frohikitions of foreign Goods 
imported from GrtSLtBtitzin. 

4. To p^ that the Hottfe if Commons 
dot^ted that the Words of the Treaty were 
^otfafficient to r^eal Frohihimns ^f fo^^ 
reignXioods^ 

Hi 1* TM 
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loi , Th Britifli Merchant 

5. That French Vrohibitions of fardgn 
Goods re^exportedfrom England^ M$e not 
repeded hjthe Treatj. 
' 6. Thst France mdj prohibit the Imfortati^ 
on of foreign Qoods from Britain^ mth-^ 
out Violation of the Ireatj. 
7. That foreign Goodi exported to France, 
mre heretofore half our Exports to that 
KJngdom. 

Sivirai ^m ^ HERE are many Goods and Mcr- 
whfch JL chandizes in Britain^ which are 
Ranee' prwiibited in France by the Edidrs of bis 
^^jro' jnoftChriftianMajefty, or which are loaded 
''• with iiich Duties as amount, to Prohibitions^ 
and which that Prince may fliil continue to 
prohibit, or charge as he ihall think fit^ 
without any Breach of the late Treaty of 
Commerce. But has the Mereator ever had 
the Ingenuity to acknowledge this in any 
one of all his Papers? No, his Defign is^ 
that his Readers mould beliere that all Pro- 
hibitions are to berepeaPd. 

Again, there are other Goods and Mer« 
chandizes, which by exprefs Words in the 
late Treaty are excepted out of the general 
Rule of paying no higher Duties than thofe 
of the Tariff of 1664* But how flight is 
the Mention which the Mereator has made 
of thefe Exceptions? Not above once or 
twice in above an hundred of his Papers. 

But we are fo often told by him of uieTa-^ 
riff of 1664, the eaQj^ Duties of that Tariff^ 

and 
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and of the Excellency of the Treanr, whichV f""^^^^ 
has brought us back to thofe eafy Duties,^^.^^*^* 
that the Generality of his Readers run a^r^^tf 
way with this Delufion, that the above- ^^^4. 
mentionM Tariff is to be the univerfal 
Rule, that Fra^tce is obliged by the late 
Treaty to admit all forts of Goods from 
Great-Britain without any the leaft Excep- 
tion, and all under no higher Duties dhan 
thole of the above-mentioned Tariff And 
then the next thing to be believ'd is, that 
Cheapnefs of Commodities is the Caufe of 
increafmg their Confiimption, and that we 
fhall make prodigious Exportations to that 
Kingdom. 

My prefent Defign is to take off this 
Delufion from his Readers; If any of them 
are fo weak as to believe that Frdnce is ob- 
liged to repeal all her Prohibitions of all 
forts of Goods which Ihall be exported here- 
after from Qre4t-Britdiny let them only read 
the late Treaty, and they will be convinced 
of their Miftake. 

In the ninth Article of that Treaty are 2^^^^^*^ 
the following Words, Omnefq, Prohibitionesy^i^l ^j^ 
Tariffs J EdiStay DecUrationeSy five Deer et a Gresa-ZrU 
fojl Tdriffam illam Anni 1664, & contm'^j^.''': 
illam ^OAD BONA MERCESSVE^ '^ 
MAGNjE BRITANNIA, in Gallia fa0x, 
abrogabuntur. TheE/5g//)i&Tranflationisthus, 
And all ProhibitionSjTarifSy EdiSis^ Declarati- 
0nSy or Decrees made in France ftnce the [aid 
Tariff of 1664, and contrary thereunto^ Itf 

' " 1^ 4 il£5PJSCr 
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RESPECT TO THE GOODS AND MER^ 
CHANDIZJS OF GREAT-BRITAIN^ 

Jballbe ReffedPd. Now 1 muft ask the Mr- 
cMf^r or his Readers here, whac are the Pro- 
hibitions that arc to be repealed by tbefe 
Words? Certainly the Prohibitions only^ 
j^QJD BONA MERCESJ^E MAG^ 
NM BRJTANNIJE,} the Prohibitions oa- 
ly WITH RESPECT TO THE GOODS 
JNP MERCHANDISES OF GREAT^ 
BRITAIN. And what are thefe? Certaia- 
ly they are th? Prohibitions of the Goods 
and Merchandizes of Great-I^riraiir^ an^ 
xiot of any other Country ; and therefore 
by the above-mentionM Words, the Pro- 
hibitions only of tbc Goods and Mer- 
chandises of this Country are to be re- 
©fcal'd, ami not thofe of the Goods and 
Merchandizes oif other Nations, 

The Mirc4t&r will nttAs have it uhder- 
ftoo^ that all Commodities of which our 
Merchants are pofTeft, whether of the 
Growth and Manufadure of Gre^t-^ritain^ 
f>t imported hither from any foreign Nati- 
on, are properly ipedking the Goods and 
Merchandizes of Great^hritam. But.what if 
France flioulcl not be of his Opinion I What 
if his mod: Chriftian Majefty fliould inter-p 
|»ret the Manu&cShires of other Countries 
in4)orted iato Gredt^Britainy or the Manii- 
fei^res of GreauBrititin made or mixt with 
theMaterialsof foreign Countries, i:o be the 
Goods and Merch^dizes of ptherCQimtri^, 

9^i 
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and not of Grwr. Britain ? To whom fliall we 
appeal? Or who is it that fcall decide the 
Difference between the Mercator and his 
moll Chridian Majefty ? If there is the ieaft 
doubt of this, ought it not to be fully clear'd 
beibre the Treaty fliall be made effeduai? 

But his moft Chriftian Majefty might v^-mtorhmt 
TV juftly urge, that the whole Article ex^ PMrtMij 
plains the Goods and Merchandizes oP^/^^^^*^ 
Gredf-Britai^^ to be only the Produ<9: andmjavoHr 
Manufswaures of the very Country, and novf^^^occ^ 
thofe imported into Great-BritAin from o- 
ther Countries^ For in the former part of 
the ninth Article, the Laws to be repealed 
by us, are thole inAde in Great-Britain fnce 
the Tear 1664, f0r frohibiting Vllorum E 
GALLIA VENIENTIVM Boiiorum Merci^ 
monierumque Import at ior^emy in the Tranfla-» 
tion dhus, T%e importation of any Goods and 
Merchandij^esVOmNG FKOM FRJNCE. 
Ko>v Bona Mercimoniaqae E GALLIA ve^ 
nientia^ or Goods and Merchandizes 
COMING FROM FRANCE, are un^ 
'doubtedly all the Goods that come from 
thence, whether the Goods of ttat, or any 
other Country. Why then ^re we to re- 
peal all our Prohibitions of Goods and MeN 
chandizes COMING FROM FRANCE, 
when France is oiJy obliged to repeal li?r 
Prohibitions OF THE GOODS AND 
MERCHANDIZES OF GREATBRU 
TAINf Why are not the Terms of the 
Jlepej4 tlie very lame in both parts of the 
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Artidc? His moft Chriftian Majefty may 
fey, that we, by the very Terms of this 
Article, are obligM to repeal our Prohibi- 
tions of all Goods that COME FROM 
FRANCE, whether they are the Goods 
of Frame or of any other Nation j where- 
as he is only obliged to repeal his Prohibi- 
tions of the Goods and Merchandizes of 
GreAt^Britdw^ and not the Goods and 
Merchandizes of other Countries which 
are exported FROM GREAT-BRITAIN. 
Will the MercAtor affirm that foch a Con- 
ftrudion as this is a mere Chicane ? Or will 
his moft Chriftian Majefty be fatisfyM if he 
fhould? Certainly if he meant the lame 
thing in both parts of the Attiqle ; if by 
Goods and Merchandizes of GreAuBrinin 
he intended all thofc exported from Greats 
Britawy whether the Produd and Manu- 
fadure of that, or any other Country ; he 
very well knew the Doubts of the laft Par- 
liament, and he would have explain^ th^t 
to be his Meaning. 

Bqt this whole Matter is admirably well 
difcufTed in part of a Letter I have received 
from one of my Correlpondents. ^ In a- 

* nother place he, fc. the Mercator^ fays, 

* that as to the Trade of France, he will 

* put it on this Illue, that England is to eu- 

* joy all the Tariff of 1664, in as fiill a 
^ nunner as was then enjoyed. I would 

* readily agree with him ft \vould be io^ if 
[ ^ere were no Exceptions in the ninth 
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Artide; and if as to therq>ealing Prohi- 
bittons on both Sides, ic had been faid 
FROM BRITMNj as it is faid FROM 
FRANCE^ would not one think that 
to avoid Diipute, the Terms fhould be the 
very lame in both Places? Can any Man 
think that fuch a Difference, in io cor- 
re<9: a Thing as a Treaty, could be an Er- 
ror of the Pen ? Or oi^t it not rather to 
be believed that the thing was done with 

* Defign? And that the Goods and Mcr- 
^ chandizes of Great^BrttAin^ meant fbme- 
^ thing lefs than the Goods andMerchan* 
^ dizes exported from Great-Britain f 

* If his mod: Chriftian Majefty intended ^^^''^'^w 
^ to put us fully on the Foot of 1664, and^'^r^- 

* that all Prohibitions fince that time in hx^exporudu 

* Kingdom fliould be repealed, Why did he ^"^^^^^ 
^ not explain himfelf in this Manner ? He 

^ knew this Difference wa5 objected to the 
^ Treaty in the laft Parliament ; there was 

* time enough during the Debates, to have 

* had an Explanation* The Fr^/^ri5r Depu- 
^ tits were here, they were certainly pre- 

* pared on that Head, and they could not 
^ but know their Matter's Meaning. If he 

> meant that no more Goods from Great^ 

* Britain fhould be prohibited in France 
^ than in 1664, this Meaning would have 

> been explained. Since France was not 

* pieafed to do this, it is plain that by re- 
^ pealing her Prohibitions pf the Goods 
i an4 Merchandizes of Great-Britain^ Ihc 

. ^ acvey 
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* never intended to repeal thofc of fofciga 

* Goods exported from GreAt-Britdin. 

The Tariff * The Houfe of CommoQsieenKd doobck 

&-/.;: ^^.*\^'?:^ andthereforeprovide*! 

^laikcj. »y their Bill of Commerce, that the Re- 

peal of the French Prohihitious ihojuld 

* extend as well to Manufr<aafes <ii ^o^. 

* reign Countries exported ftomGrna^Urp- 

* tain^ as to her proper ]Vi;anqfa(aiures ; and 
made the Confenc of Frmct to thjsPro- 

* vifb, a Condition, without which the 
Treaty could not be made efiedbjal. Co»ld 

* the Houfe of Comjooos have fiich a 
^ Doubt, and yet is the thuiog Co very ctear 
' mtheOpiniouoftheilfm*#<rf If Frame 
*■ fliould have explained the Senfe ^f the 
< Article to be as afTertcd 6y i^kie Meirc$tot 
\ yet t^« very Exj^lao^on had met- 

* ^own his Aflertiofl, ;a#lihew« x^ the 
^ Txeaty had not put usuppp.the l^oot of 

1664, withreipecatoProbihitione. The 

* very Explanation had ihewfl uhiM: the 

* T^aty wanted one, fo that the mrf*k9r-^ 
' AfTertion had been ftiU iklfc, ^at the 
^ Treaty had reftorcd us to -tj^c Foot of 
^ 1664, with rei|)ea:to JProhihitions ; \s. has 

not yet done, nor Qan do i^ .widaout att 

* Explanation. 

ftifiJ^'f T'fe""^^"^ *^^ ^ undoubtedly 
falfify d the AfTertion of , the Merc^t^, U 
that ,s the leafl part -of my Ambition • 
what IprmcipaUy intend here .is.toiheu% 
that the late Txeaty of Cowwercedoes not 

p«»i 
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Jwt as upon the Foot of 1664, withrclpcd 
to cmt French Trade* 

If the Goods and Merchandizes of Great 
Britdh^ are not fo comprehenfive Words 
as the Goods and M erctiandizes exported 
fiom Qreap Britdm ; if the Commons in 
Fadiament doubted that they did not figni- 
fy the lanie thing ; if his moft Chriftian 
Mai^y was not fo obliging as to fatisfy 
their Doab^ and to explain the Words to 
that Seniej then it is certain, that by Goods 
and Merchandizes of Great Britaw^ he 
could mean nothing more than the Product 
and Manufa^res 6f this Kingdom, but 
not the Pfoduia and Manufactures of Fo- 
reign Countries imported hither, and after- 
wards re-exported. 

And if this was his Meaning, if the 
Treaty obliges him only to repeal his Pro- 
bibittons of the Produd: and Manufactures 
ef OreMt^Britam^ and not of thofe impor- 
ted iM6 Qreat-Britain from other Coun- 
tries; ^nd if there are no other Words 
^^atk the above-mentioned, which dilable 
his m6ft Chtiftian Majefty from making 
new ProhSbitidns ; then it is certain, with- 
out any Violation of this Treaty, all the 
French Probations of Foreign Goods re- 
main tWr in their full Force, and he may 
^ as ma&y more to them as he ihall think 
fit. 

But thci«e Will be little need of his ad- 
dfeg any new Prohibitions to the old. 
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Eaftindia ^dfr^hdU and Turk) Maniifadiires areab^ 
ZiZ^-^^^^^^^V prohibited in that Kingdom, whc- 
tmres pro^ thcr imported by his own or the Subjcds of 
bibited in Qther Nations. This appears by the £di<5i: 
I have eachibited in my firft Volume. AH. 
other Merchandize of foreign Growth, or 
Manufiafture, or made or mixed with Fo- 
reign Materials, are forbid to be imported 
by Englifh Merchants, by the midi of 
1 7c I, of which I have exhibited an Ex- 
trad:. Arid if this is not fofficient, France 
is ftill at liberty by this Treaty to prohibit 
all other Foreign Goods ; and whether ihc 
may not coimrue our very Plantation 
Goods to be iiich, is a Matter worth ex- 
plaining. 

Our Foreign Goods, and thole made or 
mixed with Foreign Materials, t<^ether 
with a very few Plantation Goods, were al* 
moft half the Value of our whole Exports 
toErance^ between Michaelmas 1685 andM- 
chaelmas 1686, as appears by the Account : 
but if all thefe aste now prohibited, or may 
be prohibited^ if friiw^ pfealcs, without any 
Violation ^&f the late Treaty ; how then 
could the Mercator lay, that as to our Trader 
we are put upon the foot of 1664? How 
^rf'/^^'i^^^ this oe, if the Treaty does not provide 
TuUftion^^ the Repeal of Prohibitions of our Fo-; 
ooods, reign Goods, or againfl: the making any 
^^^^£,. new ones? 

cur Ex. Thus much for the Goods and Merchan- 
dizes which are not comprehended in the, 

Treaty; 



foreign 
GoodSf 
Goods 
fnix'd 
with fo 



ports t$ 
france. 
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'ffcaty; but our Condition will apptaf to 
beftill worfe, with relpcd: to thofe that arc 
excepted from it. 

'Tis aflerted by the Friends of Frdmu 
Tkdf England is to enjoy aU the Tdriff of 
i66^y in as fuU a manner as was then enr 
jyed. 

It is certain, that at that time we had li- 
berty to export Foreign Goods to Francey as 
well as thofe of our own Growth and Mann- 
fadure, and that too liibjetft to no other 
Dutits or Prohibitions than were theq iQ|r^^ 
being. But fmce the Year 1664, many i»4y/>r#; 
Foreign Goods arc abfblutely prohibited to^'^'f ^ 
be imported into France^ whether by the^Wi/rtfu 
SabjeAs of that or any other Nation. England, 
Many others of them, if exported intoj^^^^^^J^ 
France by Englijh Merchants^ are charged,/^^^* 
in that Country with fuch Duties as amount ^r/^ry. 
to Prohibitions. And none of thefe Prohi- 
bitions or high Duties upon our Foreign 
Goods, are taken offby the late Treaty : So 
far from this, that his moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty may abiblutely prohibit the Importa- 
tion of all Foreign Goods whatfoeyer from 
hence into his Kingdom, without any Vio- 
lation of that Treaty, as I have (hewn at 
large. If we could export Foreign Goods 
to France in 1664, fubjecSt only to the Duh 
ties of that TariffJ and are nor enabled to 
do it now by our late Treaty of Commerce, 
how could any have the Confidence to at 
fert, That England is to enjoy all the Tariff of 

1664^ 
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1664^ in as fuB a mdnmr ds tpas tbtn eif- 
jojed ? 

Our foreign Goocjs exported heretofore 
to Irancey as I have made appear^ amounted 
in one Year to almoft one half of our 
whole Exports to that Kingdom. How 
then can our Exportations be as lai^ as 
ever, when his mod Chriftian Majefty ei- 
ther has prohibited, or may if he pleafes, 
prohibit one half of the whole, without 
any Violation of our late Treaty ? 
Woollen Our foreign G oods then arc none of thofe 
Geodsex' which by the late Treaty are compre- 
Te'gri'^ hcudcd withiu the Rule of the Tariff of 
^mcit. 1664. But fomealfoof our own Growth 
and Manufadtur^, are exprefly and by 
Name excepted out of that Rule^ by the 
ninth Article of the late Treaty, particular- 
ly our Woollen Manufadtures. 
It^t Strange! A Treaty of^pmmercc,^ 
woou which our Woollen ManufaCTures, the fta- 
sacks can. p[e Commodity, the Life and Soul of this 
^j^ttlTh-^ are excepted out of the Numbeiof 

inat^. Goods which we are permitted to export to 
TrAnce I And will the Lords in Farliament 
Tiereafrer fit upon their WOOL-SACKS ? 
Will they fuffer themfelves to be upbraided 
ty their very Seats, that a Treaty of Com- 
merce has been made between France and 
England^ and that our Woollen Manuj&c- 
^tures were excepted out of the Goods al* 
lowed to be exported to that Kingdom ? 
Certainly they will never be confcntingto 

that 
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t&ac Treaty while there are aa]rWool-fkcks 
io their Houle. ■ 

Our ^ooYLtti. Manufadores were ulaally o«f m»u 
above half the whole that we exported ''»J^''r 
lietetoibre to that Nation. And has any 21^^^ 
Man the Confidence tb allert, Th»t Zt%-F.xt»rtt a 
Joad M to tnjoj tU the Tariff 9f 1664, in gs^*"^ 
full s mMMer sswju then enjoyed f Or that 
oor Exportations ihali be as k^e as eyer, 
when above half the Value of thofe of our 
nayift Manufit^hites are excepted by this 
Fcry Treaty ? 

Our foreign Goods which are not coni- 
prehended widrin the Rule of the Tariff of 
1 664, and our Woollen Manufiu^nres which 
are excepted ^om it, were at leafl: three 
iburth Parts of the Valoe of the Goods and 
MerChandiKes wbidh we ufually eiq>orted 
heretofore to France, And how are out 
EiDp<ntations to be as large tts ever, when 
of thefe three fourth Parts, tittle or nothing 
is to be exported? 

fiy the Treaty of Commerce as it was 
exeeoted the thirtyfurfl day of 'Msrch \z% 
this was the Cafe of our woollen Mann- 
fiidh^ires \ Franee might either tocally prohi- 
bit them, or load tMm widi as^high Duties 
«B ibeptea&d. Whatfbever Ae had done 
of this kind, had beoi very oonftftent with 
that Treaty. 

indeed, hy (iibfsquesc Articles executed 

a Month after, flie has voucli&fed td give 

IB the following Artid« Ibr wt Woollen 

Vol IL 1 Manu- 
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Mantife(3Mre, .which was excepted hy the 
above-mentioned Treaty. 

Second Article, 

w^^ijen i Cloths, Ratines, and Serges, fliall be 

't'lnjy' likewife fubjed.to the Duties of the Ta- 

fr$kskitii < riff of 1699. andinordertofadiitatethe 

xrJ^. ^ Trade thereof, it Ihall be allowed to im- 

* port them by 5/.^^i^on the Sommey 
^ oy Roueny ^t^hy Bourdeaux^ where thcfe 

* Goods Ihall be fuDjed to Vifitation, in the 
^ fame manner as thoie which arc made in 

* the Kingdom.^ 

A very extraordinary Favonr this! And 
every good Engliflimanoughttobeasthank« 
fulto hrdmeiotix,, aSif his moftChrifhan 
Majcfty had in exprefe words prohibited the 
Importation of thofe Goods into hisCoun* 
try! 

For firft the Reader is to obferve, that 
they are to belubjed: to a Vifitation; that 
is, the Merchant abroad is not to take them 
from the Cuftom^houfe^ till the Prefident of 
the Cuftoms in the place where they are 
landed is well enough^ or at leifure, to nuke 
his Inlpedion ; and he may be ind^x>{ed 
as long as the King will give him leave, till 
the Mannfii(f|are is quite moth*eaten, and 
good for nothing. And if with great Solici- 
tation at Court, the Officer (hall be dire<9:ed 
to idped the Goods, he (ball chufe the open 
Air and a rainy Day for this purpofe, that 
they may be qute ipoiled Are we inbjed 

to 
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toaoy ioch ViOt^oninHollMd^ Germanj^ 
Mjfy ot Portugal? 

The next ming isj that we have three r^^ 3 ^^'-^^ 
Pom, SuFalery^ Rcuen^ and Bourdesux, /o^Sti! 
fdciliMe our Trade to that large Kingdom. 
Tbat is juft as if we were to permit the 
Irencb to import their Wines only into Ply* 
mouthy Chefier and Leverpool^ to faciliafe 
their Trade to this Kingdom. To fdcilitdie 
air Trade? I could not have imagined the 
many Vidories we have obtained^ Ihould 
bare rendered us fo much the Scorn of that 
Nation. 

The next thing to be dWerved i^, thatR^afimfif 
not one of thcfe three Ports is in Britan^/jf^'f^^^ 
which was ahnoft the only Place for takingpmi. 
off our Woollen Manufa^res ; either be- 
caofe the People there were employed in o- 
tfaers^ or were at too great a diflance from 
Picardj^ and Other places where the like are 
made. That Province too was never ac- 
cuftomed.to pay as hi^ Duties as other 
Provinces of France^ This I think was the 
Condition of its being annexed by ANNE 
o£ BretagM to thatKi^dom; inftcad.of 
Taxes they prcfented tht Prince with firee 
Gifts. But now it ieems they mufl: pay the 
Duties of the Tariff* of 1^99, fmce they 
are not to have our Manufadhires but 
through other Provinces, where they have 
been already paid. And this feems to be a 
^i^cipal Rea(bn of reftraining us to three 
Port% and none of thofe in Brit any i 

I a The 
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The M thifag to be omfiderfed i^ tho 
Duties to be paid by thfe Tariff of 1699, 
which and hoc thofe of 1664^ are to be the 
Duties by otir hte Treaty. For fhy tiwn 
part^ I believe t^e ftouid fend very little of 
our Woolfcn Manofa^reis to Frdmey tho 
fee had grimted us this laft Tari^ entire^ 
and without any manhef of Exception. 

It is not the fame tlikig now as when 
that Tariff was made : the Frerich were then 
in the Infancy of their Woollen Miiniifiic- 
ture; they have bden Hhabduring at tt ever 
fmce, and are now arrived at very great Per- 
fedfion , and it is not therefore to ht ima* 
gined, that ours oiA be kept otit now fay as 
linall Duties ais heretofore, when they liad 
very few of their otvn. 

But becaufe we are harafagaM Very often 
upon the IctU/neis of Duties to l>e paid here- 
after iixFrd^e hy our WooHcn MmufinSiireSy 
and told that they arelnit ab'dut to per Cent. 
or the tenth part of their whole Vah^<^ the 
Reader will be convinced l^ the following 
Letter of my Corre^ndent% thatthe Du* 
ties are vaftly beyond 10 per Cent, by the 
Tariff of 1 664, and ydt vaftly ipore by that 
of 1699, which isto bfe the Riie by bUr 
laft Treaty. 



e: 



Digit 



zed by Google 



*TheTra4e mh Vnnccl ii;r 

To the Britiih MerchaQC. 

SIR, 

* V O U not giving yoxa Readers &ch 
' ■'- a diBipiSk AccboQt as th$y exTO<^- 
' ed of the Cuftom payable in France^ oa 

* Woollen Cioth made in Great Britain ; 
*\we Jiaye taken the Liberty to tranfinit 

* yoatheP»ticulars of what was paid, ac- 

* cording to the f*rif of 1664, and what 

* is to be pa0 by the TV// of i66g^ which 

* laft is the Rate fi^ed by tlie late Treaty 
5 of Commerce \yitlj frame, viz. 

By the Tariff of 166^. 

* 25 Ells, pr 3 1 :J Yjirds of Broad Cloth, paid 
? 40 Livr^, \5iugh it i? d. ftr Livre, UDQunts 
? to 3 /. 

* 30 EUs, or 37 i. Yards of ^anijh Cloth, 
' paid 7p Liyres, at 18 i. ^ Lirre, amounts 
5 to 5 /. 5 *. "^ 

By the Tariff of 1669, which is the Tariff 
by which we are to pay by the Tr«aty, 

* »5 EUs, or 31 4> Yar4s qf 3rQa4 Cloth, hTh*Duty 

* to pay 55 Livres, or 4A a x. ^ i. «" "" *t 

* 30 Ells, or 37 T "i^s pf *^'# Cloth, isj;^;^ 

* to pay 100 Livres, or 7 /. 10 s. 

* And whereas both you and the Mercator a- 

* g|*e that afhort Cloth is to be valu'd at 8 A 
I ^ i, long Cloth at 10 I. at a Medium j 

Hi ♦ thprc^ 
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* therefore, the Cuftom of a (hort Clotb, whlcK 
« contains about 31 -^ Yards, 

« Tariff ofVf^Pf ^4/- , ? V«&r««. 

And a long Cloth, which contains atleaft 411- 
Yards, which is i Part |nore than ^5 Ells, 
xnuft confequently pay, 

fBy theS'^^4 4'- ^M^?^ C^. oi 

'Tariff of^^^^^ y /. 10 x. or yy S ^^^''^• 

A Spanijh Qoth containing 374 Yards, by the 
Tarift of 1664, paid as aforefaid $ I. $ s. 
that is, ts*9d.\fer Yard, \yhich, 

r?x./«-Yar4,is3y > c^«.«4 

CitJx.ffrYard,is 174 •) 
By the Tariff of i5p9, faid Cloth is to pay 7 A 
10 X. r that iS| 4 J. fer Yard. Which, 

^on a S^'- ^^ Yard'/? 5^7/^C^.ai 
Cios.fer Yard, isiy j 

^ If it (hould be objeded, that at prefent the 
^ Livre of France is not worth 18 ^ ypu will 

* remember, that by the French King's late E- 

* did, or Arret, (a Tranflation whereof is 
^ in the Daily Courant of the <Jth ok OBeber 

* 1 714.) for regulating the Diminution of his 
^ Coin, z French Cro^n is to pafs after the ift 

* of 5f«»^ 171 y^ for three Livfes ten Sols ; and 

* then the intrinfick Value of a Livre will be; 
I jrather more than 18 J. We are 

Tour Hundfle Servams^ 

A* B* Cm 

I 
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I defire now the Mereator will inform us, 
what Quanriries of our Woollen Cloths 
may be carry'd into Francty under thefc ex- 
travagant Duties of 1699; Or how much 
our Exportations may be enlarged by the 
Inaeafc of Duties by that Taritt; or whe- 
ther he will ftill affirm thAt m are now to 
enjoy the Tariff of 1664, in as full a manner 
as %vas then enjofd f 



' The Treaty of Commerce with France wilt 

not increafe our Exhortations to that 

Country ; 
But will vaJHy leffen thofe to other Coun^ 

tries. 
It can neither increafe our Capital Stock of 

Gold and Silver ; 
Nor the Emflofment and Subftfience of our 

People ; 
Nor the Value of our Lands, 

I Would very gladly now be informM by 
any Perfon, what we fhall get by a Law 
for rendring effcdual the eighth and ninth 
Articles of the Treaty of Commerce: Sh^U 
we enlarge our Exportations by means of 
foch a Law ? Will Gold and Silver flow in 
upon us more plentifully than they did be- 
fbre ? Will our People be better able to fub- 
fift themfclves by their own Labour? Will 
0«f Lands rife in value, or our Rents be 
I 4^ bc««« 
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better paid? Thefeare the Rules, tbe only 
Rules, by which it is poifible to (bte and 
determine the Value of any particular 
Trade, or of the univerfal Trade of tbe 
whole Nation. 
jbiTreaty Aud^firft of all, ihall we enlarge our £x« 
dofs net portations? To what Country fliall we cx- 
ll^E^' port more Goods than we did before ? Shall 
forts, we export more to the Fnffch Nation ? Yes, 
fays the Mercator^ we are to have the Tariff 
of 1664 in as full a manner as it was then 
enjoyM ; and he would therefore have us 
believe, that we ihall export as many Goods 
as we did then. But I think I have fully 
provM that the Prohibitions and high Du« 
ties, which have been impofed in trm^e 
fmce that Tariff upon Foreign Goods ex* 
ported from this Kingdom, are itilLin force ; 
and his mofl Chriftian Majefty may add as 
many more to them as hepleafes, without 
any Violation of our late Treaty. Foreign 
Goods are not entitled by the Treaty to the 
Benefit of that Tariff they are in no bet* 
ter a Condition than they were before, they 
may be entirely prohibited if that Prince 
pleafes; fo that tne Treaty does by nq means 
enable us to enlarge our Exportatioos witU 
reipedt to foreign Goods. 

Others of our principal Goods and Mer^ 
chandizes, and among thofe, Qur Woolleq 
Manufadurqs, are by expreft words in tbp 
Treaty, excepted from the j^ule of paying 
00 greatei: Putie? thai* b^ th§ Twitt of 
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i66^ So that all theie excepted Goods^ aS 
tfeey (land in the ninth Article, were left 
to his raoft Chriftian Majefty's Diredion to 
tax as he thought fit. I mud confefs I was 
a^aaz^, that in a Treaty of Commerce 
tjiare ihould be fiich an Exception to our 
Woollen Manufadwres. 

Indeed, by other Articleij executed a 
Month after, inftead of admitting thole ex* 
cepted Goods, that Prince has been plealed 
to grant us a ihew of admitting them, but 
isro fucb Ports only, and unc&r iuch Re* 
Urii^ions, upon fiich Conditions, and pay- 
ing fiich exorbitant EKities, that nothing can 
more mani^ his Defign of excluding them 
fc» ever from his Countries. I have alrea- 
^ given an Inftance of this, and fhewn that 
this is plainly the Cafe of the Reftridions 
and Duties upon our Woollen Manu£i<3xire, 

Our foreign Goods, our Corn, our Wool- 
len Cloths, are in no better Condition with, 
than wiriicmt the late Treaty of Conuncrce ; 
and the fame thing may be laid of our Fiih, 
Si^ar, and all our Woollen Manu&dures. 
The Treaty of Commerce will not enable 
US to make greater Exportations of thefe 
tlitfi^s to Frsnce\ than we do at prefent. 
Tbete have formerly been nine Parts in ten 
irf the Vahie we exported to that Nation. 
Aod then what a Trifle is all the reft ? 

The Treaty of Commerce does not make 
yg«f for any of the above-mentioned Goods 
\^ gQ tQ fw*^^f Ao4 4S iQr tb? inconfi- 

der^blQ 
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dcrable Remainder, it condGiS generally of 
filch Goods as trance wants, and cannot 
have from any other Country but ours, foch 
as Lead, Tin, &c. She had thefe Things 
from us, even during the laft War, by the 
way of neutral Countries ; and fhe muft 
have them either thus, or diredly from 
hence, at whafoever Price. And me will 
take no more of them than ihe wants, 
tho the Prices of them ihould be redu- 
ced. She therefore puts them upon the 
Foot of the Tariff of 1664, not for our 
lakes but her own. So that I have anfwerM 
the firft Queftion, the Treaty of Commerce 
will not enlarge our Exportations to France. 

Imports The next is, whether by means of this 

^Zc. in. J'^^^^y* ^^%^^l*'^! ^<> •>« enlarged to other 

rrMi'ijiM Countries r There is no diipute, but that 

«Hr Ex' our Importations from Frame will be in. 

^hl'rcoun. crc^d by it. If FrMce is to pay no higher 

tries Uf- Duties than other Countries, and can pro- 

/»v. j^cg JJ5 gQQj Qp better Commodities and 

is alio nearer at hand, fo that the Carriage 

will not coft fo much ; there can be no 

queftion but our Importations thence will 

be increafed. 

But whether the Increafe of our Impor« 
tations from Frsme will be a Means to in- 
creafe or leflen our Exportations to other 
Countries, is a thing that ought to be 
confidcred. 

If we are to judge of future Time by tho 
pad and preleot^ the Treaty of Commence, 
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and confequently the Increafe of our Im- 
portations from France^ muft needs leflen 
our Exportations to other Countries. 

I muft again refer my Reader to the Ex* 
traiSout of Dr. D4ve»Mt^s Report, as foU 
lows. 

Our Exports to all the World from Efig^ 
Undy 

I. s. d. 
in ii^<52-j were— 1^— 2,022,812 04 00 
in 1668'^ were— T-r 2,06^,274 19 00 

In i699^whentheTrade^ 
between France and! 
te/Wwasrccipro-L gg^ ^ 

the £une h^h Duties I 
as are now in fotce, }] 

in 170J, when we lutdy 

i)efore the great In-^,d44,ioj oo oo 
creaie of our Trade | 
to Porfttgaly J, 

Here the Reader is pleaied to obfcrve, 
that in 1662, even before the Tariff of 
1664) and when the Duties upon our Goods 
were a greatdeai k& in FraiKe than by that 
Tarifl^ yet our Exports to all Parts of the 
World in that Year amounted to no more 
iban Two Millions, Twenty two Thou- 

Suid, 
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find. Eight Hundred and Twelve Pouhd% 
Four Shilliflgs. 

Again, in 1669, even after Frofice had 
loaded us with the fevere Tariff of 1667, 
yet our Eicports to all the World amouatied 
in 1669, to two Millions, Sixty three Tfaoi*- 
land, twoHundredand Sevemy fi^ur Pounds, 
nineteen Shillings. 

The Difference between the two Years 
is inconfidorabl^ ; lb that it &expg the Cafe 
was mqcti the |ame, whether we pay low 
Duties or higt Duties in fr^w^ our Expor- 
rations to all the World iMecc^ bju a very 
little. 

N^y> we ma^e the greater Exportations 
to all the World, evei^ when IViiwf loaded 
cur Goods with |iighef Dixies. And yet 
without doubt, diQ Ciuifiunption of our 
Manufadures was Icflcned in Fraftce in 1669; 
by thofe higher DuticiS ; but thei\it is cer- 
tain it muff have iocr^aftd in odbier Coun- 
tries. \ . 

In 1699, our Exports to all the World 
amounted to Six Millions, $eveu tkmdred 
and Eighty eight Thoufand, One Hundred 
and Sixty fix Pounds, Seventeen Shillings 
and Sixpence ; above ^ree (imes as much as 
in either of tjie former Years. 

In 170^^ our Exports to all tiieWeild 
were SixMiUions, Six Hundred %n^ fotty 
four ThoiiikKd, One Hundred and three 
i^und«;p nhac is 4U»oft asmuch as ia 16^ ; 

bi« 
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bat {^ above tfareb times as stttdi tt in 
cjrhet of the fomier Years. 

The j^ttttes 2a B^dme up6tk our Goods in 
1699, were the very fiune as they are now, 
eyeti before the Treaty of <]©irailerce is 
mide eSe(9:aal ; and yet our Exportattons 
tt> aU the World were aboye thtce tknes tA 
grtfait as in 1662^ even when we had a iiK»:e 
eafy Tariff than that of 1664, And yet 
it isisertatn^ that in 1699, wecoold mak^ 
no fearer Exhortations to fritfce than we 
do now, becai^ethe Daties ih both Years 
were the very fione. 

But whatever Exports we nwldc to Frame 
int6999 it is certain we eicported v»y lit- 
tle in 1703, fbr in that Year we were at 
War^ and our Goods and Merchandizes 
Were all prohibited in that Kingdom. And 
notwithuanding this, and uio we had 
tfa^n idfb a War with Spaiif^ and could 
fend little or nothing to that Country, yet 
our Exports to all the World were aimofl: 
asgreatasin 16999 and above three times 
as great as in 1662, when we were every 
Where at Pfcace, tmd paid fo very eafy Du- 
ties iti the Fremh Dominions, 

Now What dm be the Reaicin that our 
wfaok Trade is & much better, when our 
Goods in Frufice are eitter prohibited, or 
ioadod with exceffive Duties ? It can be no 
ether than that the F/e/i^^/^ Goods here are 
either prohibited, or loaded with higher Du« 
tics than thofc of other Countries, that we 

there* 
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therefore dhufc to buy the G6ods tt otbef 
Countries; and that thefe in itttifn enlarges 
their Trade with us, and take off ib many 
snore of our Manu&dures* 

But then if we fhould increaie our Impor- 
tations fi-om France^ as we ihall certainly 
do if the Treaty be made effedual, (bait 
we not ieflen our Importation of the like 
Goods from other Countries ? And will not 
theie in return take off fb much lefs of oxxt 
Coeds and Merchandizes ? Efpecially Par-^ 
twaly which by her very Treaty buys our 
Woollen ManufadureSy upon condition that 
we will buy her Wines. 

The Remit of all that has been laid, is^ 
riiat Our FreMh Treaty of Commerce^ fer 
from increafing our Exports to FtAncey id 
like to leflen thofe to other Countries, and 
that our prefent annual Expors of the Va- 
lue of Six Millions and a half, ihall be re- 
duced again to two Millions, as they were 
before the Year 16^4^ and when we had a 
better TariiT.than is granted us by this 
Treaty. 
cMimi Ana ^ we fliall export lels Goods and 
siivtr. Merchandizes than we did before, will our. 
Gold and Silver be increafed? Have we 
any Gold or Silver, but in exchange for 
our own Commodities ? and ihall we get 
more by exporting Commodities of the Va^ 
lue of two Millions, than by exporting the 
Value of fix Millions and 4 half? 



An4 



Digit 



zed by Google 



T^e Trade with France^ 117 

And then for the Imployment and Sul)-^«'¥y^f»« 
/iftence of our People, can it be conceived ^,,^, 
that greater Numbers will be (iibfifted by ma- 
king Manufadures for Exportation of the 
Value of two Millions, than above thrice as 
great a Value? Qr rather, is it not certain, 
that as many People muft come to the Pariih 
for Subfiftence, as are now maintained by 
their own Labour, for the difference of the 
two Sums, that is, for four Millions and a 
half? 

And Laftly, are our Lands likely to rife^^^^^ 
in Value by thefe Means ? are the Rents ^"^^ 
like to be better paid, when the Demands 
of fo vaft a part of our Produd: ihall ceafe in 
other Countries, when fo many of our own 
labouring People fhall be diiabled to buy ei« 
ther Clothes for their Backs or Meat for 
their Bellies ; when inilead of doing this, 
Aey muft Jbe fobfifted at the Coft of our 
L&ded liltercft ? 

But if Fraftce muft be gratify'd by liich a 
Treaty of Commerce, I muft conclude, O 
Miieiable EpgUnd ! 
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A Letter concerning the Manufcript cited 

by the InfpeHor^General^ and the<^eport 
of the Commljfiomrs of the Cujioms in 
defence of the old Scheme. 

To the Britiih Merchai^t. 



SIR, 

YO U fufTer the MmatoTf in ieterttl 
of his late Papers, to go triun^hiog 
on with his Anfwer to the Letter, written 
in defence of the OLD SCHEME* And 
fmce the Author of that excellent Letter 
has not yet thought fit to reply, I have 
prefumed to fend you my own Thotighes 
upon the Anfwer, which, if they Iball not 
fully fatisfy your Readers, may atkaft 
prepare them to exped: from that Author 
luch a £>efence of the SCHEME, as ihall 
never be replied to by your Adv^tfiuy. 
* It is pity to abridge that excellent Let- 
ter, but if I Ihould not begin with die 
Subflance of it, I fhall hardly make my 
felf intelligible to your Readers, 
' The OLD SCHEME fubfcribed bv the 
, moft eminent of the Freffch Mercnants 
^ in 1674, givesthe Parcels of tbe Woollen 
' Manufad:uresexportedtoFr4/^rf in 1668-9 
from the Port of London^ with a Valua- 

^ tioa 
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^ tion of the Particulars, and makes the 
^ whole amouDt to no more than 6 1,546 A 

* The Report from the Commiffioners of 

* the Cuftoms mentioned in the Merauor^ 

* N^. !!• which was laid before the laft 
^ Parliament, and pretended to be taken 
^ from the Entries, makes the Parcels of 

* Woollen Manuiad:ares exported in that 

* Year, to be much greater than thofe in the 
« SCHEME ; fo that according to the Va^ 
^ luation of the Particulars in the SCHEME, 
^ the whole Value exported by the Report, 
^ muft have been 9^,^96 /• 5 /. 6 d. 

* From the difference of the Quantities 
^ in the SCHEME, and the Report of the 
^ Commiffioners, the Mercator argued that 
^ the former muft have been faUe, and gave 
'^ this as one of his mortal Stabs to the 
^ SCHEME. 

^ The Author of the abovementioned 

* Letter fignM Kr Kf undertakes the Cure 

* of this Wound,and defends theSCHEME, 
^ not by the Authority of the Infoedor- 

* General of the Cuftoms, but by a Fad he 

* has cited from his Report, which was 

* this, that the whole Woollen Manufec- 
' tures exported that Year to France fromi 

* the Port of London^ amounted to no more 

* than 68^21 /. \^ s. which is 24874 /• 8 Si 
^ 6d. fhortbf the Value exported, accord- 

* ing to the Report of the Commiflioners 

* of the Cuftoms, and but a very inconfi- 
Vol II. K [ derabU 
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* derable Summdrc than the Value exported 

* by the Scheme, 

* Hence the Letter argues, that the Par- 
^ eels in the SCHEME, and the Infpedtor- 

< ^eheraPs Report, might very well be the 

* fame, tho a little ovfer- valued by the lat- 

< ter, biit tjfiat the Parcels could not be the 

* lame ih the Report of the InjGpcdor Gene- 

* ral, and that of the Comipimoncrs of the 

* Cuftoms, fince the Value of the latter is 

* 24874/. S s. 6d. more than that of the 

* Inipedtor-Gcneral. 

* TheQueftioh then is^ which is more 
^ to be believed, the Inlpec^r-General^ or 

* the CommiflTioners of the Cuftoms ? 

^ ]^bt to mention here, that the former 

* was upon his Oath, he affirms, that he 

* has taken his Value from a Manufcript re- 

* maining in the C^Jtom-houfey which ap- 
^ peared to him to have been an Anthentick 

* Copy of what had been offered heretofore 

* to a Houfe of Commons; and this Manu- 
^ fcript he affirms was all the Light he was 
^ able to gain int6 the iTranladions of paft 

* Times relating to the Exports and Iq^orts 

* between France and EngUnd. 

\ The Inlbedtor- General made his Report 

* after the firft Seflioh of the laft Parlia- 

* ment ; and if his Manulcript was all the 
'^ Light he was then able to gain into the 

* Tranfadtions of the above-mentioned 

* Year, it is plain there could not be any 
^ of thofe Entries at the Cufiom-houfe^ from 

* whence 



Digit 



zed by Google 



^e Trade with France. i j i 

^ whtuce the CcMnariffioncrs of the Cuf- 

* toms have tnade a Report of the Ex- 
< ports of our Woollen Manufactures fo 

* diffelrent from thofe of that Manufcripr-, 
^ Whence the Letter very juftiy argues, 
^ That theM^ulcriptmuft have been the 

* right^ and the CommidioQers Report a 
^ wrong Accoudt of the Exports of that 
^ Year. 

^ And hence It will follow, that the Ma^ 
^ nufcript and the SCtiEME^ which may , 

* very well t^ttc in the Quantities of our 
^ Ex^j^oxtSy tho they difier a little in the Va- 
^ luationSy tiiay be the (ame thing ; and that 

* the SCHEME is & more authentick Ac- 
^ ccHmt, and much moire to be depended on, 

* than the Repott of the Commiffioners of 
^ riieCuftoms. 

^ Now to this what Anfwer has the Mtr^ 
^ cutar yet given? Why, he lays, N"^ 96. 

* that the Ird^ieaor-General lays of the 
^ SCHEME, that it vifds maUcioaJlyttmade uft 
^ of by fome thut hud d mind to dtfsmt and 
f difimrb the Govtrnment^ but that the Trade 

* to fmnct Was a beneficial Trade to this 
^ Nation. In N^ 97. That ^vhemes have 
^ been heretofore laid before the Parlia- 
^ ment, which to enhance the Over-Bal- 

* bnce of the French Trade M[aiofft EngUnd^ 
^ have valued their Wines at 56 /. fer Tun, 

* and brandies at 45 /• ^r Tun ; when ac- 
^ cording to the Judgment of e3q)erienced 

* Merchants, they were liot worth above 

K 2 ^8 
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* 8 or 9 /. per Tun. And in 98- That the 

* great Coinage of Gold and Silver in the 

* Mint, from 1650 to 1688, is a Demon- 
' ftration, that we could notlofe a Million 
^ Sterling per Ann. by the French Trade, 

* fince our Trade to Spain was never able 
^ to repay fuch a Sum. And from hence 

* the Mercator Concludes, that the OLD 
^ SCHEME is condemned) and the French 
^ Trade prov'd to be beneficial, by the Au- 

* thority of the InfpecSor-General, a Wit- 

* nefs of your own calling. 

* I cannot but obferve here in the firft 

* Place, that the Inlpedtor-General is not 

* cited in the above-mentioned Letter as a 
' Witnefs for the OLD SCHEME, or a- 

* gainft the French Trade, for feke of his 

* Opinion or Authority, but for the Evi- 

* dence of a Fadt, of which he could not 

* but have fufficient Knowledge, and which 

* is inconfiftent with the Report of the 
^ Commiffioncrs of the Cuftoms, and an 

* Anfwer to one of the Mercator'^s chief 

* Arguments againft the OLD SCHEME. 

* He may be a good Witnefs of a Fad:; 
^ yet for his Opinion, it may be no better 
^ than another Man's. For example, in 
^ Pag. 46. of his Report, he lays, that in 
^ the Year 1662. our Imports from all the 
^ World exceeded our Exports 1,99^5^07 /. 

* 14 /. And in the Year 1668, our Imports 
^ exceeded our Exports 2,152,864/. 18/. 

* Now he is very likely to be a good Wit- 

f * ncfi 
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nefs of thcfe ¥zO:sj becaufe be is Inipedor- 
General ; but then he goes on to fay^ that 
in thofe Years no Man in his right Senles 
yfWl deny that we carried on a profitable 
iTraffick, This is his Opinion. But I 
muft affirm, that iuch a profitable Traffick 
for many Years together, muft have been 
the Ruin of this Nation. 
* The Witnefe you have called was not 
jyr.DavenAnt the Infpe<3:or-General, but 
the Manufcript cited in his Report; and 
has the Mercator any where deftroyed the 
Validity of that Manufcript ? Yet as long 
as that fliall be right, the Report of the 
Commiflioners of the Cuftoms muft be 
wrong. 

' Bqt for the OLD SCHEME'S being 
made or ufed to defame the Government, 
what Witnels has the Dr. for any foch 
thing ? By what Argument has he proved 
the trench Trade to be beneficial to this 
Nation ? As for the Valuation of Wines 
at 36 /. or Brandies at 45 /. per Tun, it is 
not the Valuation of the SCHEME. But 
he or the Mercator are defired to produce 
the Authority or Invoices of Merchants 
for the Valuation of 8 or 9 /. fer Tun, 
And laftly, as for the Coinage in the Mint, 
we might very well lofe a Million yearly 
by our Trade to France^ and yet regain 
not only that Sum, but alfb enough to 
liipply our Mint, from Sfain an^ other 
Countries : but this does by no means 
Jv J : prove 
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< prove that the Frenth Trade was bfnefi^ 

< cial, that the Old SCHEME was f^e, 

* or the Dodot's Manufcript xo be wrong, 

* or the Report of the Cpmqaiflioners tq 

* be risht. I am, 

5 I Ry 

Yours. 

An EdiSt of th French Kj»g\ foueetsning 

Bays And Perpetuanas. 
Some OhftfvAUom coneexait^ thtp £- 

dicf. 

A N Arr^t or EdiOi cf his mofl: Cb^iftlaa 
r\ Majefty's Council, takeu from a Book 
lately publiih'd iu E»glt(b, entituled, The 
French Book pf RatjSy pag, 40 j. with fojne 
Obfervations of my owp upon that Ar-. 
ret. 

Jrret of the KJng^s Councily ordaimng thai 
the SPtiffs called Bays, Perpctuanas, drc 
of the Mmufaciure which- are fent to Italy^ 
^all fay, hat jo Sols per loo Weight. 

OKober 25. 1705.* 

* TT H E King having by Arret of Couiv 

* ^ cil of the 14th of %tdy M, for ^h? 

* Reafons there explained, regulated the 

* Duties 
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Pjjtips upon tl)c ]Expprf^fi§p of SaiSs^'^«t en- 

fenc into ^4^ aay way wbacib^ver, at/« «»//«r. 

fp Spls p^ ipp J ^nd ^isMaJpfty ^^^^%mL17>,c 
inforpaed tjj^ thpre is a very cDntiderable,^^'/^^'* 
Quaptity of tjjpfaid Goods conlppied iaiuiy. 
^t4(y ot tiip Mawifac^ttre of Ef^tjftid, and 
that it will be very ^dvaptj^eoos tq tfio 
Maoufadures of the Kingdom to fijc the 
Duties of Exportation, fo as tlw^ di« 
Merchants may be aile to furmjh Italy tvith 
the faid Stuffs at the jame Price as the 
Martfffa&ttrers ef EEgfend da ; WHICH 
HIS MAJESTY BEING WILLING TO 
GRANT, and to encourage A TRADE 
WHICH IS SO ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
HIS SUBJECTS i has therefore OR- 
I^AINEPa apd does hereby ORDAIN, 
That the faid StufTs called Bays, Perpetaa- 
nas, &c. of the Manufa<aures of this 
Jiipgdona, which ^e fen? into Italy by any 
w?iy whatfo^ver, ihall pay b»t 50 Sols 
per |Qo Weigjir, infteadofall theDufi^ 
which they uled to pay j and tjie laid 
Stwff^ ihail be exemptec} and difcharged 
firojp? paying the Duties of the Cufiom- 
Hmfi of Lyons, and the Duties of the 
C^pm-Hftufi oiFaUttUy and the Cuftoms 
Q^B/iyome, and from all otbe^ Puries, as 
Odrois, Pe^es, ^d Phages, which were 
levied to his Majefty's Ufe^ or to the Ufe 
pf pgrticmlar Lords, Cities, and Conunw- 
^ jmki- ftS well for their Importation and 
K 4 * Paflkge, 
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* Paflage, as for their Exportation out of 

* the Provinces of the Kingdom by Land or 

* Water, without Prejudice neverthelefs to 
^ the Tranfire granted upon the Merchan- 

* dizes fold in the Fairs of Lyons, Bourdeaux^ 

* and Troyes ; his Majefty forbidding the 
^ Farmer to Icyy any higher Duties upon 
< the faid Stuffs, upon Pain of reftoring 

* double, and all Cnarges, Damages, aS 
f Interefts. 

pove 4tFQUDX3iinhka.u, O^.aj. 170J, 
Signed, 

Philippeaux, 

ThtMercAtor has been lb eloquent upoti 
the Dogs-hair, Broad Cloth, the Unftiorq 
Dozens, the Cabbage-Net Bays, and other 
forry Woollen Manufadures of the French 
Nation, that I was almoft tempted to be- 
lieve there were no Sheep in Franci:, or thaf 
their Sheep did not bear Fleeces, or that the 
People did not know how to work up the 
Wool ; fo that, let the Duties be eyer fo 
high in the Country, yet they would be 
obliged to buy our Woollen Manufa<aures. 
But of all things in the World I fhould not 
have fufj)e<aed that they would pretend to 
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vie with us in other Markers, that they 
could have the lead hopes of carrying their 
Bdys or Perfetuanas with any Succds into 
Itdy^ or that any of then^ could be fold 
there in tjie prefence of the Englifb Manu- 
^K^ares. 

I was perfedly amazM when I came toTi&tFrcndi 
read over the above Edidt of his moft ChriP^^' ^'. 
tian Majefty. What 1 the Merchants otu^f ^ 
JFr4w^ reprefent to their Prince, that they^f, th$M 
Jhould be able to fellB^^^ and P^rfetuanAS^'^^l^^^ 
in halj at as low a Price as the Englijb Mjx^Zn! ^' 
nufadlurers ? And this too without taking 
off the whole Duties of Exportation ? nay, 
tho JO Sols per 100 Weight Ibould be ftiU 
left upon thefe exported Manufa(9tures ? 

All the Duties of Exportation upon our 
Woollen Goods were taken off long; before 
this Edi(9:, and y?t are we not abk to fell 
our Bays and PerfetuanaSy tho all the Dq-* 
tics ate tal^en offj cheaper than the French 
Merchants, tho a Duty of jo Sols Per 100 
Weight is flill left upon them. This wag 
all the Fremh Merchants defired to enable 
them to cope with England in the IfaUaxf 
Markets, and the Prince has granted what; 
was defired by his Subjeds. 

If their Bays zxxAPerfetuanas are ^s cheap 
with a Duty of 36 Sols per 100 Weight, as 
purs without any Duty at all, what if his 
moft Chriftian Majefty fliould remit even 
thefe 30 Sols? Why then we fliall not be 
^{q to export either Bays or Perpetuanas to 

th§ 
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the fame Market, without giving a Bounty 
at Exportation^ as we do in the Caie of 
Corn. 

The King acknowledges, that the Trade 
of lending their own Bajs and Perfetuanas 
to Itdy^ even when this Edid: was inade^ 
was already advantageous to his SubjecSts. 
What then muft we think was the Conle- 
ouence of this Edid, and the difcharging all 
tnofe burdcnfome Odrois* Peages, an4 
PalTages, befides the Port Duties, and re^ 
ducing the whole to 50 %o\sfer 100 Weightji 
not above one 8oth Part of their whole Va- 
lue ? There is no doubt bu; their Exporta- 
tions to halji^ if they were before io very 
advantageous to the French Nation, muu 
needs be very much increafed. 

It is in vain for the Merc4tor tp talky *s 
he often does, of the Quality of o«r Englifii 
ManufaiShires, and their being fo very pre- 
ferable to thofc of Frame ; If the latter carj 
be fold as cheap, it is plain that the Quality, 
as well as Quantity, is copfukred by tba 
Buyer. . 

He often calls the Woollen Manufacaure 
our Manufadure, our owq Manufa(3:ijre, 
the Englijb Manufadure, as if Wool was 
not the Growth of any other Country, or 
as if the People of otHfir Countries didnof 
know how tp work it; up : And in a lat? 
Treatife, has infiftcd very largely imon 
the inimitable Spinners of England. This 
Edidt is a full Confutation of thefe fine 

PoiSrines j 
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Podrines i they have Wool in France^ they 
fiave Spiaqersin Frd^ce ; fo thatbefides (up- 
plying their own Country, they aye able to 
vie with us in Foreign Markets. 

Another thing is remarkable, which is, 
th^t this Ediift of 170 j, is particularly level- 
led ^ainft En^and. It was made on pur- 
pofe, that xh^french might be able to fell 
their Woqllen M^nufadures a$ cheap as the 
Englifb czR fell theirs in ttatji : And if they 
can feu as cheap in luty^ will they not be 
aWc to fell as cWp in every other Coun- 
try ? If France is able to fell their WooUea 
Manufadlures as cheap as we to Foreign 
Countries, cau we hope to fell any of ours 
to Frmcty under the extravagant Duties of 
theTariiTof \(^% which arc to be the 
Duties by our late Treaty? If France had 
granted us the TayifFof 1064 for our Wool- 
fcn Manufa(^res. which are exorbitant e- 
nough ; nay, if Ine had granted us the Li- 
l)erty of importing our Woollen Manufac- 
tures free of all manqer of Duties, yet we 
could not fend any to that Country. Their 
making thefe Manufacfhites fct very cheap, 
that even with a Duty of Exportation they 
can be Ibid at the lame Market with ours, 
i$ aDcmonftration that they can n^ake them 
cheaper for the Ufe of their own People, 
and that we are not able to fend an Ounce 
of m.anijifadxired Wpol to Frame. 

The MercatQr'^s Objed^ion here will be. 
That we have forcoerly fent confiderable 

Quanti- 
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Quautities into Francey under higher Du- 
ties than thofe of the Tariff of 1664, as 
appears by the Exports of 1685, which 
have been printed. 

All this is very true, but all this is no 
Argument that we Ihall be able to do the 
iame thing now. Their Woollen Manu- 
fadure was then but in its Infancy, they 
have been labouring at it ever fince, and 
go Years may well be thought a fiiffi- 
cient time to advance into very great Per- 
fedlion. And his mod Chriftian Majefly 
has contributed very much to this Perfec- 
tion, by prohibiting or loading with high 
Duties, all Foreign Manufadhires, and evea 
by lefTening the Duties upon thofe of his 
own SubjedSj as appears by the Edi(3: 
which I have juft now recited, Such 
Encouragements from the Prince, and 
fo great a Length of Tiipe, cannot chufe 
but be fuffi^ient to make them Artifts ; and 
they have all neceflary Materials for the 
Manufatfturc of the Growth of their own 
Country, or from the Dominions of King 
Vhilip^ the Grandibn of his moft Chriftian 
Majefty, 

We bought heretofore our Woollen 
Cloths from the Flemings ; Time and Ap- 
plication have brought us fmce to as great 
Ferfedion in this Manufadture as any Peo- 
ple in the World. And fliould we buy any 
;Wopllen Cloths from Flanders now, if we 
were tp adnait them clear of Duties ? There 

15 
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is as little Realbn to believe that vf e can 
fell either Bajs or PerpetuAnas to the French 
Nation. But theEdid of lycj, is aDe- 
monftration that they are able to vie with 
us at other Markets, and are therefore cer- 
tainly able to undeifell us at their own. 

The Jnterefi of Merchants ought not t(f 
he conjidered in Treaties of Commerce 
fo much as that of the Landholders 
and Manufacturers. 

Merchants may enrich themfelves iy im^ 
foverijhing their Country. 

We are not enabled to export any Bjb to 
France iy our late Treaty. 

TH O in oppofition to the Mercator I 
fet out with the Title of Britijh Mer^ 
chant J yet the Intereft of the Merchants \^ 
the thing that I have leaft of all confidered 
in my Reflexions upon the late Treaty of 
Commerce, or upon the Bill for rendring 
that Treaty efle<aual. 

The Merchant may have a diftind Tnte- ^^^ ^^'» 
rett from that of his Country, he may'f^^;^^^^^^^ 
thrive by a Trade which fhall prove httcainlftke 
Ruin ; for example, Suppofe a hundred ^'^'^^ ,. 
French Merchants were to export annually 
the Value of a Million Sterling in Bullion 
for French Wines, Brandy, Linens, Silk, 
Paper, and other Manufadures of that 

Nation, 
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Nation, all for the Coiiftimption of this 
Kingdom ; or, Which is the feme things 
fiippofe they (hould pav for (kdi a Valtie of 
Goods by Bills of Exchange, by which the 
Recei{M: of fo great a BaUance fr^ib other 
Countries would be prevented ; it cannot 
be denyM that filch a Trade a$ this Would 
be very ruinous, that it mull exhau/i our 
TreafureSj and leffe^ th Value af euY native 
Commodities and Manufa^ures. And yet 
even by fuch a Trade the Merchants 
themfelves may 'grow very rich, they may 
fell the ManufacSxires they import for a 
hundred thouland Pounds more than they 
coft, they may ihare this hundred thou- 
iand Pounds among themfelves : but from 
whom do they gain this Sum? Not from 
Irancej but from their own Countrymen, 
who buy their Goods; let their Gain 
be what it will^ yet ftill, by this Sup- 
pofition, Britain loles a Million yearly 
to the French Nation, and their Manufac* 
tures of fo great a Value are imported here, 
and fold at the fame Markets with our own ; 
which cannot chufe but diminifh to Che like 
Value the Produd: of our own Lands^ and 
the Manufadures of our bwll Peoplfe. Fot 
this Reafbn I have never had the lead re- 
gard to the Intcrefl of the Merchant^ un- 
lefs that Interefl of theirs fhall be alfo Con- 
fiftent with the Interefl: of the Kingdom. 

The Cafe will be the fame in a greater or 
lefs degree, as the Quantities of Bullion ex- 
ported. 
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ported, or the Sums remitted abroad^ are ^^ ^•^^ 
greater of Icfe^ and as the Mmixfk&vacSc^^l,,^^ 
imported^ for our own Coniumptioa uttheNsiim 
more or left. The Nation in every ft»ch!?^»^*f 
C^, loies all the Mlance that is paid abroad. il^iMi. 
Tbc Merchants who export the Bullion^ Or'^'/'f 
remit the Money, may perhaps gain tbe^^^***^'" 
tenth part of that Sum ; but they do not 
gain it from the Country with which they 
trade in this manner. Their whole Gain is 
ftuffled to them out of the Pockets of thefa: 
own Countrymen^ from the Landhold^^ 
and the Labourer^ ; and thefe in the mean 
while lofe perhaps ten times as great a Value 
of their Produd and Manufiidures, by the 
Payment of fb great a Ballance to a foreign 
Nation. 

Our Legiflators therefore have had thcGd'mhy 
Wi/dom in every Age to guard the Nation ^?^^»^^ 
from this detrimental Gain of the Mep.^j*J^^ 
chants. The many Prohibitions, and high «^*^r. 
Duties laid upon Edfi'-IndU Manufadures^^''^'*** 
are {o many Evidences of this Matter* 
There can be no doubt but our Merchants 
have sainM incredible Sums heretofore for 
themlclves, by lending out our Bullion to 
the Eafi-'Indiesy and by returning liich Ma* 
nafad:ures thence as were thought to inter* 
fere with thofe of our own Nation. But 
the particular Gain of thofe Merchants was 
no Invitation to our Legiflators to let them 
go on, and therefore from time to time they 
made Laws to Icflen the Confomption of 

£4/. 
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Eafi'hdia Manufadiures in this Kingdom ; 
fome they totally prohibited, others tB6y 
chargM with liich Duties as rendered th6m 
very little cheaper than thofe of our own 
People : fo that now our Eaft-IndU Com- 
pany muft derive almoft their whole Gain 
from the Manufadlures which are re-export- 
ed, and con&mM by foreign Nations ; very 
little is gotten by the Conlumption of any 
of them in otir own. 

And yet I very much queftion Whether 
it ever could be objeded againft the Trade 
to the Eafi'Indies^ as has very juftly been 
againft that of France^ that it exhaufied our 
Treafurey or lejfened the Value of the native 
Commodities a^d ManufaSiures of this Kjng^ 
dom. As for our Treafore, it is notorious 
that we always re-exported as many £4/?- 
India Manufadures as equalPd the whole 
Coft of our Importations, by which means 
we were re- paid the Sums we fent abroad; 
fo that our Treafiire could not be feid to be 
exhaufted by this Trade. And then as to 
the leflening the Value of our own Com- 
modities and Manufadiire% the Silks and 
Linens wrought in Englandj were formerly 
but inconfiderable ; they are rifen up of 
kte Years to be mighty Manufadwes; 
they are wore chiefly fmce the Prohibi- 
tions upon thofe of France and the Eafi^In^ 
dies. 

But the Cafe of the French Trade was vc'- 
ty different : The Wines, Brandies^ Silk% 

Linens^ 
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tinen, Paper, innumerable other Goods ^<>«^:^«- 
imported from that Nation, were all cou-^J'^^^^^l^ 
iiimM by our oWn People. I would dcfwcooeds. 
the Mercator to ihew me that any of thefe 
Goods were ever re-exported to other Na- 
tions. If he is not able to do this, it will 
follow, that if our Merchants paid France 
aBallapce, io much of our Trealiire wa^ 
exhaofted ; they might perhaps gain Eftates 
tp themfelves, but it was by carrying on & 
Trade tljat was detrimental to their Coun- 
try. The Eftatcs they gain'd, they gained 
from their own Countrymen, the Nation 
paid very dear for the Acquifitions of thofe 
Merchants, and perhaps ten times as much 
as the whole Value of their Acquifitions* 

Again, as to the lefTening the Value ofReafinsM 
our native Commodities and Manufadares,^^^^^^^^* 
I have already pbferved that none of the^I^VL- 
Goods imported from France^ ever usM to''>^. 
be re-exported, they Were all conliim'd by 
our own People ; and then nJuft not this 
take off from the Value of our own at the 
lame Market ? WouM it be poffiblp to im- 
port great Quantities of Wine from Frdptce^ 
without Icilening in proportion theCon* 
fumptipn of our own Malt, or at leaft of 
the Wines we buy from Itdy and Portugal 
for our Manufadnres, which otherwife wd 
ihould not fend in fiich Quantities to thofe 
Countries ? and then muft not thefe French 
Wines, if they are no otherwife to be pur- 
chafed than with our Mony^ leflen the Va- 

Voh Hi L Iw 
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luc of our native Commodities and Maud- 
fadures ? And muft not the lame thing be 
laid of Brandy, Linen, Silk and Paper, if 
any confiderable Qiiantities of them ihoiild 
be imported ? Should we coniume as much 
of our own Spirits as we did before, and 
yet increafe our Gonfumption of French 
Brandies ? Should we make (till as many 
Silks, as much Linen and Paper, and yet 
at the lame time increafe our Importation of 
thefe things from France? Ana if wc are 
to purchaie all thefe things with our Mony, 
and not with equivalenr Manufedores, fe 
it poffibletbat the value of our own natiTC 
Commodities and Manufadhires Ihoisld not 
be Icflencd with their Conftimptiort ? Aod 
yet perhaps the Merchant who imperts 
thefe Goods may grow tich ; he may get Ji 
great Eftatc for himlelf by leflTening the 
Value of the ProduiSt of our Lands, and 
when he has done^ he may purchafe fo ma- 
ny more Farms for his Mony : he may 
drive our People from their Minufadores, 
and when he has donCj he may hire them 
to be his Servants at lete Wages. Whatfoi- 
cver therefore was the Gain of otir Mer- 
chants, our Legiflators in the Reign of Kiiig 
Charles the Second did not think this a firffN 
cient Argument for the Continiiance of the 
French Trade ; they thought the Merchants 
Gain was vaftly over-b*llancM by the Lofi 
of the Nation's Trea&re, and b^, the Im- 
poverilhment of Our Land-hokJers and our 
4- Labourers J 
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tabbUrers ; and for this refifon they prohi- 
bited the wholes Ttadc for txhaftjting onr 
Tre^ifarij And leffemng the if due of our native 
Commodities dud Mduufd{fures. 

The Mercdtor in one of his late ^^^pcirsy^^^'^ 
appeals to the Merchants upon the Ex-^{/^J,^!' 
chan^, whether they are lofers by the Sfd- rabu u 
ni(b Ttade* But what is all this to his pur-^^^^/^^Jf 
J)o(c ? If they have made great Gain fot 
themfeJveSj is this any manner of proof that 
the Kingdom has been alio a Gainer? Docs 
k prove that we fell tnore Manufadures td 
SfdiH^ thafi Sfdin does to us ; or that we 
tecelve a Bftllance in Mony from that Coun- 
try ? If this is iiot the Cafe, bur SfAmjb 
Merchants may grow rich, by felling the 
Treaiiin: of their native Country ; but pool 
EmgUnd in the mean time mtift pay ver^ 
dear for their Riches. The fame tning may 
be hid of our Merchants; that traded for- 
merly to Frdnce ; brit I cannot have the leaft 
Suipicion thit our prefent Legiflatoi'S wiii 
not fellow the Steps of their wife Pfcde- 
ccflbr% arid confider not fo much the Inte- 
reft of the Merchant, as that of the Land- 
holders and the Labotirfers, and indeed of 
ihe whole Natibni Without doubt th^y 
1?ill takfe fofficient Care thiz it fliall not be 
in the Power of Frdnce to gain aBallance 
ftom this Kingdom, that it ftiall iiot be Here- 
after in her Power to fell us miore Manu- 
&di«res than fhe takes from us; but they 
Will never fe*e abk topretetrt h^ doing this,. 
La if 
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if the eighth and ninth Articles of thcktfi 
Treaty inould be made effedual* 

By paffing a Law for this purpofe franc e 
would be as much favoured here, as every 
other Nation the moft favoured. And 
fliould we not then from {<i near a Country^ 
and where the People arc obliged by very 
Poverty to work cheaper than they do ivt 
other places, import much greater Quanti- 
ties of Wines, and Linens^ and Silks, and 
Paper, thin we either produce our felves, or 
import from Itdj^ Portugd or Germsnjy in 
exchange for our Manufactures ? And would 
mot there be an end in this cafe of fo many 
of our own Manufadhires, which we cither 
make for our own Ufe, or to exchange with 
thofe Countries? Certainly fo much of the 
Value of our own Produd and Manufac- 
tures muft be loft, unlefe it fliall be affirmed^ 
that we lliaU fell as many to hrancey as we 
Smade for our felves and thofe other Coun- 
tries. 

But this the Mercator feys, we fball be 
able to do by the help of the late Treaty^ 
(when it fhall be made effectual) and upon 
the Tariff of 1664, which, lays he, is fully 
reftor'd to us by that Treaty. TheTarifF 
of 1664 ^^ often brought to our remem- 
brance, as if we were now to be under no o-» 
ther Duties or Prohibitions than during the 
time of thatTariffI But God fccwws, by 
the late Treaty we are to liave veiy little^ 
or almoft nothing of t^ Tariff 
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Iflthefirftplace^ that TarifFis not grant- 
ed to the foreign Goods re-exported from 
this Kingdom, as I have ihewn at large 
before. Thefc were heretofore one half 
of our whole Exports ; but the French 
King may now prohibit them, or charge 
them with high Duties, notwithftandirig 
^4 without apy Violation of the late Trea^- 

In the next place, at lead one half of all 
the other Goods we ufuaily lent to Francej 
were our Woollen Manufadurps, as I have 
exprelsly Ihewn : Thc|^ are put under the 
hard Tariff of 1699, ^^under fiich other 
Reftridlions, as ihew plainly the King's Re- 
folution that we fliall fend none of thefc 
ijVIanufadures to his Pominions ; and yet 
the Freftch are fo improved in thefc Manu- 
iai^res of late Years, that if we were to 
have the Tariff of 1664, or to pay no Du- 
ties in that Country, yet w? covudlepd none 
to FrancBf 

Thus in thefc two Articles, of foreign 
Goods, gpd Woollen ManufacHurcs, we not 
only not have the Tariff of 1664, but every 
thing elfe is excepted from the general Rule 
of that Tariff^ of which we might hope to 
export any confiderable Qqantity. To 
leave other Articles to another time, llhall 
inftance at prefcnt in that of Fiih. 

Fiih is one of the Species of excepted r-fe« im- 
Goods, which by the lubfequeot Articles,^^;^^ 
p well ^s Woollen Manufacf^ures, is put un* France oh 
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dcr very heavy putjes, and with fiich Re- 
(hidions, as bcfidcs the hcary Duties, fhcw 
that Frdnce is fuUy determined that none 
at all fki^Ai be imported from this Coon- 
try. 
jfrtkiis The Council of Trade here propofcd Ad- 
^^f£f//ditional Articles to |)e added to a Proje^a of 
i^f Trade » Trcaty of Cpmm^rce With Fr/TWf , asfol* 

for 0Hr Iq^s; 

f T^ H E moft Ghf iftian Kipg docs fer- 
< ^ ther promife, That froni hencefbrdi 
^ all Cod, Ling, or Haick or felted Her- 
^ tings, Salmon, and all Fife whatfoever 
^ dry or wet, may be freely in^rted from 

* the Dominions, and by the So^jeds of 
^ Greap Britstm in Brit^ Ships, into the 
^ Territories of france^ without being lia- 
^ blc to re-packing, notwithftanding any 

* Edids, Arrets, or Orders to the con- 

* ttary ; and that you feall not be oblige! 
f to pay any higher Duties than what were 
^ eftaWifhcdby the Tariff of 1664, and alfo 
f that the feid Brifrjb Subjeds fliall have 
^ Liberty to fell the Fife by them fo im- 

* ported to whatever Buyer they plcafc. 

^ The mod Chriftian King does likcwifc 
f promife, That from hencewrth the Brit^ 
^ Merchants feall have the like Allowance 
? upon Tare on Cask and Packing of Goods 

* in Vranee^ as is allowM to fremh Mcr-^ 
\ chants in CkeAt Briuin. * 

Thefq 



Digit 



zed by Google 



J%e Trade with France. 151 

Thde Aitid« his moft Chriftian Majcfty 
njoQtodj ji^ad of which, he has given 
IB an Exception for our Filh 10 the Body 
of the Treaty ; and in the Articles fign'd ^ 
lUloQtfa afterwards^ he is pleafed to grant us 
liberty to import Fiih into his Countries, 
jhot under inch Duties, and with fuch Limi- 
tations and Reftridioos, as plainly ihew that 
he wants none at all from us, and that h$ 
kiiows very w^l what ufe to make of Cspe 
Bru^ffy which has been granted him by a 
Uae Treaty* 

Among the many ^Ife Arguments made 
life of to reconcile the People to the Treaty 
of Oomtnerce, in my Opinion the molt 
bmehiCQd of all is, that all Prohibitions 
laid in France^ fince the Year 1664, upoq 
Goods and Merchandizes exported from 
Gnaf Briuift are taken o^ that all high 
Dotiemibere upon our Goods, are reduced 
to the -eafy Tariff of the above-mentioned 
Year, and that we fball of Coniequence 
make prodigious Exports to that Kingdom. 

The Tieatv of Commerce is lb far from 
grafting ais tnis general Re{«:al of Prohi- 
bitions aa4 high Duties, that all Foreign 
tk>ods ftand charged ilill as they did before, 
an4 may be yet farther charged at the Dif- 
Cictii3n of *iis naoftChrifttan Majefty, with- 
ow any Violation of ibe late Treaty j 
«nd Poi«gn Goods xv^^re a very great 
Part of our 'v^hote fi^poiw to, chat King-^ 

I ^ The 
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The ap- rrhe Treaty of CommcrGc has not grant* 
Tommfjfto'^^ US thc Tariff of 1664, (tho a very 
i^ers an exorbitant Quc) for our Woollen Mano- 
S'^tf'f^^^^^- This, tho the ftaple Commo- 
dicuie. dity of this Nation, is exprefly excepted 
from the general Rule of tnat Tariff In- 
deed> by the Treaty Commiflioners arc xo 
be appoioted on both fides, to confider of 
the Terms upon which Woollen Manu- 
factures, Fiih, and other excepted Goods 
iball be admitted But till the Commiilio- 
ners appointed by his mod Chriftian Mar 
jcfty mall have his Leave to agree upon 
any iuch Terms, the £:(ception is aofot 
lure, and he may load thel^ Goods with 
as high Duties as he thinks fit, withoaC 
any Violation of the Treaty. 

It is true, his moft Chriftian Majelly by 
iubiequent Articles dated a Month aiter^ and 
confequently no Part of that Treaty^ has 
given us a Pcrmiffion to import three fort^ 
of Woollen Manufiidures into his Domi- 
nions, ( which I take it does comprehend 
almoft every one ) but uqder foch extrava^ 
gant Duties, at liich Ports only, and unde^ 
iuch ReftricJlions, as plainly demonftrate 
his Intention that we ihall fend none of 
them jqto France. The Truth of it is, the 
very Form of the Permiffion granted us in 
pheie fubfequent Articles, looks rather like 
a Ridicule upon the Briiijb Nation, than * 
l.^ermiffiQn to introduce pur WoQilen Mjmq- 
fadures into bis Countries. Our Woqllen 

Manu-» 
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Manufadures were ulually herecofbre one 
third Part of our whole Exports to France ; 
bat we have not the lead hopes of fending 
any now under the Articles fubiequent to 
the late Treaty. This Article, and that of 
Foreign Goods, were heretofore above three 
fourths of our whole Exports ; we have not 
the Tariff of 1664 for thele Goods^ Wc 
ihould export but very few of them, even 
the we had that Tariff but without it 
we have not the lea^ hopc^ of exportu^ 
any. 

Of the remaining Goods which we ex- jij^ ^nd 
ported heretofore under the Tariff of 1664, wi#^ji 
the Fiih from Englandy but efoecially from^j ^* 
Scotldnd^ was a very confiderable Part. But^xrvl^ 
this too as well as our Woollen Mantifac-^^r*»'- 
turcs, is excepted in the Body of the hi^fi^/j^ 
Treaty, from the general Rule of paying ^r/i^/^/^ 
according to that Tarifi^ and is rderved 
for the Commiffioners to be appointed on 
both fideSy to confider upon what Terms 
they fliall be imported into Frame. This 
is the prettidl Contrivance ia the World to 
oxcluoe the Importation x)f thefe excepted 
Goods^ without gj ving any colour of Com*^ 

Elaint to the Brmjb Nation. For can we, 
ave the lead Reaibn to be offended with 
his moft Chriftjan Majefty, if the Commit 
fioBprs appointed on his part ihould refiife 
to admit (hefe Goods upon any Terms oc 
Con^iitions whatfoever ? For my own part, 
I ihould not ^hinlf; they Y^^^y wuch con- 
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ialtcd cbe Intereft of their Mafter or his 
Siibjcd:6, if they ihouid admit any of 
tbcm^ without tbc Offer of fome new Equi*- 
valent oq our Part, befides the Advantages 
already fecured to them by this Treaty. 1 
believe therefore that no Man in his right 
Seofes, can think that Commi0ioners will 
\}e appointed by FrMttcf for any other Pur^ 
pc^, than as a Shooing-Horn to draw on 
the Bill of Commerce, to amuie the Nation, 
and graat us nothing So that we have 
abfolutely granted France what fhe wants 
by this Treaty, in lieu of which (he has 
condefcended to grant us the Liberty of im- 
porting the ^cepted Species of Goods and 
M^clundizes, wlien the Commtffioxiers xp* 
bointad by her ihall agree wit^ the Com*- 
^Ufiooers appointed on the Part of Grtat 
!$rit$i0 Upon the Conditions. Upoo the 
whole matter, notwithftanding the Ciaofe 
of Commidion^s fer adjufling the DtfFe* 
, jtmces between the two Nations, the Goods 
cipcepted by the Body of the Treaty were 
jflrfbhjcely CKcepced, and Fr4;7^ was at fiiU 
Jtberry to load every one of them with as 
high Duties as file plcafed^ without any Vio^ 
lation of thq Treaty. 
SHhfe- But in the fubicquent Articles dated a 
Sf/^^^^^ after, (he has condefcei;ided to cx^ 
Prohibit pfain her Meaning concerning the Aracic of 
fiops: FiJh^ as much t© our advantage a?s flic has 
done that of the Woollen l^nei]rfad?urea ; 
that is, th« wc ihall imppit^^ 4?n< no 

niore 
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more than the other into that Country. 
For indeed the lubfcquent Articles in every 
Cafe of the excepted Goods^ inftead of an 
Ailowance, are in effcd a downright Pro* 
hibition of thofe Goods. 

Thi3 will be apparent in the Cafe of Fifli, jj^^' •«? 
by a Comparifon of the Liberty we had to * 
import that Comnjodity into Fraftce under 
the TarifFof 1 66^ with the Duties andRe- 
ftridions laid upon it by the Articles mad^ 
and executed after the late Treaty. 

By the Tariff of 1664, the Cafe of Fi/b 
imported into France flood thus. 

Herripgs/w Laft of 1 2 Bar. paid i ^Liv.Soh^ 
Ditto wnite ^f rLaft of i aBar.paid 1 6 
Sahnpn^ffLaftof i3B^rrcls,paid 6 
Codfifh dry ferM. 8 10 

Ditto green ftr M. j 

But the third of thefe fubfequent Articles 
is in the following words, viz. * SaltFifh 
^ in Barrels only is to be imported into the 

* Kingdom, Countries, and Territories un- 
f der the Dominion of the King ; and at 
5 all Places of EJntrance into the Kingdon^ 

* Countries, and Territories under the Do- 

* minion of the King, even at all free Ports, 
^ the Duties of Landing and Conliimptioti 

* fliall be mid, which were ^ppQintcd bc- 

* fore the Tariff of 1664; anqbefidcs40 

* Liyyes fei Laft, confiftii:^ of 12 Barrel^ 

! weighing 
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< weighing each ?oo /. for the Duty of 

< Entry ; which Entry fliall not be per- 
^ mitted, but by St. Fahry ppon the Son^me^ 
^ Rouen^ NMtz^ LihoHrnej jind Boardeauxy 
^ and (hall remain prohibited at all other 

< Harbours or Ports, as well in the Ocean 

< as in the Mediterranean- * 

. Can any Man read this Article, without 
fome Ibrt of Indignatioii ? Has his mofl; 
phrifti^n Majefty granted this to f^cilftate 
our Importation ot Fiih into all Places ia 
his Dominions? Is not the whole Article a 
Dpmonftration of that Prince's Reiblution, 
that his Subje(^s Ihall eat no Fifh, but of 
their own catching and curing? 

Firft for the Duties ; 1 5 or 1 6 Livresupoa 
the Laft pf Herrings, by the Tariff of 1664, 
that was almoft 2 s. fqx every Barrel. Her. 
riqgs wovjld be valued high enough at 1 5 s^ 
per Barrel ; and then the Duty, even by thjjt 
TariffJ was about 1 4 per Cern. of the whole 
Value. And can Fifh, of which ^moft the 
whole Coft is paid to the Labour of th? 
People, ^ear a higher E|uty ? And yet, as 
if this was not fuflicietit, forty Livres arc 
laid on the Laft of i 2 Barrels by the above- 
mentioned Article ; that is, 5 s. to every 
parrel And ^re Herrings ^ appropriated 
to this Ifland, or fo wanted in Irance^ as to 
\>t able to bear both this Laft, as alio the 
Puties,whatfoeverthey are ( doubtlefe high 
jpnough) oi Landing and ConJ urn f t ion^ yfhxclx 
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Can Salmon, of which we did not export 
very great Quantities before, under the old 
Duty of 6 Livres per Laft, bear a Load of 
4oLivres5 which is laid upon it by the above-* 
mentioned Article ? ^ 

But the moft extravagant part of thccj^^Bri. 
Story, and which fliews that France under-'*** 
ftands perfedly well what is given up to 
tl:^m in Cape breton^ is (till behind. And 
that is that Cod-fiih, which were formerly 
imported into that Country by Tale, and 
paid from three Livres to eight Livres tea 
Sols per M. mull be hereafter imported ia 
Barrels, or not at all, and pay 4c Livres per 
Laft, that is 5 Si per Barrel, a Duty equal 
to almoft the whole Value of that Fifli. 
And then, as for the Expence of Cask^ 
which is impofed upon us, while their New^^ 
foundUnd Filbermen may import their own 
in Bulk, andfave this Expence, it is eqoal 
to ahnoft half the Vakie of the whole Com- 
naodity. If hisM^efty had made it high 
Treafon for any Briton to import Cod-fifli 
into his Countries, he could hardly keep 
riiem out more eflediually than he will bci 
able CO do by this Article. Qdpe Breton ! 
Qape Breton! 

And yet, as if all this were not fuffici- 
^t^ our Importation of falted Filh is con* 
finM to five Ports only, and thefe all in the ' 
Ocean, without any Port in the Mediterra- 
nean. Btit yet there may be fome liich 
Fools as will believe th^ chia was done^ as 

in 
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in the Cafe of our Wooned Maiiufadures^ 
to fdciliute our Compterce I And for the ve- 
ry fame Reafoo, no doubt, the Judicious 
Propoial of our Council of Trade ( reci- 
ted before) was rejed:ed hy^ France^ and 
this wonderfiil kind Article given us ;in its 
ftead. 

I believe I have here efledtially anfweted 
the Mereator^S pretended Scotch Letters of 
the great Difappointment to that Nation^ 
by the rejeding the Bill of Comtmerce, 
and depriving them of the Means of ex- 
porting their ialted Filh to Frdnce. I have 
efiedually proved that the Bill of Com- 
merce, if this Article is a part of it, is a 
Prohibition of that Commodity. 

I defire ttow the Mercator Will inform hi* 
Readers of what fort of Goods we ihali be 
able to fend any confiderable Quantities to 
FrM^cey fmce the Tariff of 1664 is not 
granted to Goods imported here from fo- 
reign Countries, nor to our Fifh, nor Wool- 
len Manu&dures ; fince all thefe are etthei 
prohibited there, or admitted only with 
liich Duties, and under fuch Reftrid:ions dnd 
Limitations as amount to Prohibitions. If 
this is the Cafe of all the above-mentioticd 
Cxoods^ I defire the Mercdtor \trill tell uS 
^ of what fbits of Merchaudiaes we fhall 
^ be able to ekport any greater Quantities 
< than we do already wtchcmt the Bill of 
* Commerce ; that he will tell tiS, if he cafiy 
! what Sorts of Goods are to amo^ffit to 

6 of 
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^ 6 Or 700^00 /. which he filers wodd 

* be the Value df our Exports, if the 
^ Treaty of Commerc were made cff^t- 

* tuah 

One thing t think I oaghtnotto pafs 
without Notice, whidi is, * rh« his Ma- 

* jefty has in a manner disfiranchiz'd his 
' vtry free Ports in the Occao, by this At- 

* ticfc, on purpofe to exclude our Fi/h j 

* (ince e7en at the very free Ports^ the Dul 

* tm of Landing and Confumption muft h6 
' paid^ as well as the exorbitant Duty of 

* 40 Livres fer Laft. But even with all 

* rhole Duties, he has not thought fit to 
^ allow us any Port in the Mi^dherraman.^ 

Our Legiftators are good Wiffieffes of the 
Fait s mentioned in the Vrt^iMe of the 
Frohihition J0y 50 Car. If. a/rd no Cuf- 
ttmsrYiox^ Account y which can be now pr(f^ 
duc^d^ is fujficient t^ overcrow their 
Evidence^ 

The Petition of the People of Lyme-Regis^ 
What Affegations in it goody and mhat 
not. 

T Haire et«r confidered the Authority of 
I Perlbns as the lowed kind ofProof, and 
ItKh as oi^t never to be credited agatnfl 
DemonftratiOn or Probability. I believe 
Pcrfcns to be very proper Wltnefles of 

Fads J 
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Fads ; and when I have no Rcsafbn to fufi 
pe<a their Fidelity, or Capacity,, or that 
they have been impoied on ormiftaken, I 
am ready to give Credit to their Evidence. 

It is for this Reafbn, that I have cited 
the Preamble to the Prohibition Ad:, jo 
Car. IL The Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment Aflembled, in the Reign of King 
Chdrlts II. had better Opportunities of 
knowing, than we can poflibly have at thfe 
time of Day, the State of the French Trade, 
as it was then carried on ; no Cfffiom-houft 
Books could be denied to them. They had 
a Powet to fend for Perfons, Papers, and 
Records. They had a Power to fend for 
the Records of the Cufiom-houfe^ before the 
Court could give any Diredions, or the 
Officers of the Cuftoms could have time to 
felfify any of their Entries. And therefore, 
fince the Legillative Power then afferted, 
That the importing of French Wines j Bran* 
djf^ Linenj oilks and Paper^ and other Com^ 
tnodities of the Growth y Produ£t^ or Manu^ 
failures of France, did exhaujl our Treafure^ 
and lejfen the Value of our native Commodities 
and Manufactures ; I am fbrced to believe, 
thatvaft Quantities of thofe Goods were im- 
ported, and (uch as verymuch over-ballanced 
our Exports to that Kingdom. The Lords aed 
Commons had, no doubt, fufficient Know- 
ledge of the Fad; and if the Fad was tru^ 
I do not want their Ailiftance to redbn 
from it ^ I am my felf able to determine, 
4 that 
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liijit imr.liopprcttjoof Horn Frsuce txhdufied 
the Treafurey Mti leffened the Value of the 
Na$ive Cmmfiditiefi 4nd MAwftiiiures of 
this Kjngdam* 

Tlie Merttiw ^ffiriils, that dwb BallaoCe 
of onr TjAde to iTiiw^ viinn Always on the 
£jg/i^ fide, thtc our EKpojts to that Na- 
iioa ak^« <xc^e4 t^jriwpottshitbcr. 
If ib, \rji j w«s not £ich a fiaUauce made 
OQC totbac Pattiaoaem? It t$ well Imowo, 
dutftbeContt, w4 dieMioifters were not 
ar ^ {dented vitb the FrohiUtiofi^ they 
did ail they ctwld to oppofe ic Certainly, 
if they had beeo able to Aew, tbat the fiai- 
iaoce was on pur fide, tibe Lords and Com- 
inofis trottld \ixst defined ftoin defiriog a 
Prohifaitton of a Tiade which was benefi- 
cial to the J^ingdom. 

He has not in aH ii^ Papers, produced 
iiie Oi^aafHo«fe Aecbmts of any one 
"whole Year, to Ihera^^ chat the Ballance of 
the BrsKch Txadf: -was oo •our Hdc; tho this 
i^proBifedwitb aJl the ConHdence in the 
World, at his firft fettang out : And if he 
Ittd mode good 3ti$ Promiie, it had been 
itosch all faiSiOther Argumencs ; and indeed, 
vnAixat this, his other Aiguments are good 
dbr iMchftog. Our tiegiilators, therefore, in 
•the Ridgn of King Cbaries II. were good 
tFitne^i^, that we were over-ballanqed by 
Mt Fremh Tcade; and £> mudi tbei)etter, 
tecaofc noidaei this Man nbr tk^ that em- 

V-dlL M ploj^ 
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ploy him, have yet produced any Evidence 
to the contrary. 
The M'mtf. j^^^ y ^^ jf ^^y f^^y^ Evidencc could be 

Xd ^thl' now produced, if any Account from the 
PfohibiuohQujlom-'Houfe could oe offered contrary to 
^^^t'll. this AfTcrtion of our Legiflators, it would 
^duce no not deferve the leaft Credit. For I moft 
Account ^'Y^^xQ repeat my Queftions, If there had been 
gamfttt. ^j^y jjj^j^ Account at the time of making 

that Prohibition, why was it not produced 
before thofe L^iflators, in order to prevent 
it ? Were the Court, and the Minifters at 
that time, lb very fond of the Prohibition? 
Is it not notorious, that they did all they 
could to oppofe it ? And if they could have 
oppofed it by plain Evidence of the ItzStj 
would not that Evidence have been then 
produced ? So that, if any Cajlom-Houfe 
Account ftiould be offered now, contrary 
to that AfTertion of our Legiflators, it 
would be a very violent Prefumption, that 
fuch an Account has been forged fince, and 
that it was not then in being, when that 
Prohibition was made. 

I am far from fufpeding, that any iuch 
Forgery would be attempted in the prefect 
Age, that any fiich Orders would be given 
by the prelent Court, or obeyed by. the 
prefent Officers of the Cuftoms. But pre- 
lently after the pafling of that Prohibition, 
might not the Court, that was then againfl: 
it, uie their utmofl: Endeavours to faifi^ 
the Cufioni-Houfe Accounts^ by. whidi it 

was 
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was fiipportcd? For cxampl^ if the Ex- 
ports and Imports, between Michaelmas 
1668 and Michaelmas 166% and the great 
Over-ballance againft us in that Year, was 
the chief Argument made ufe offer pafSng 
that Prohibition, might not the Court then 
giVe Orders to the Commiflioners of the 
Culfomsy to take iaway the old Entries, and 
to fubftitnte others in their room ; making 
the feveral (^ntities of exported Goods 
much greater, and thofe of Goods imported 
much iels than were really made in that 
Year ? might they not do this to get rid of 
that Prohibition, which was fo very dilplea- 
frng to them? And is it likely, thatluch 
Orders would not be obeyed at that time by 
the Officers of the Cuftoms ? The Mercator 
himfelf has led me to this Argument, by 
telling us, that S\x Nicholas Butler y of fla-^ 
grans Memory lat a little after at that Board ; 
that in defiance of the Prohibition, the 
Court gave Orders for entring the Wines 
imported from France^ as if imported from 
other Countries ; that the Orders were o- 
beyed, and the falfe Entries made accor- 
dinglv. What would not a Court be guilty 
of; tnat could do this ? What Orders could 
Acy give, that foch Officers as thofe would 
not obey ? I cfo not pretend to affirm, that 
the thii^ I have luggefted was ever done ; 
becaule no Account from the CuHom-Houfe 
has yet been produced contrary to the m* 
fertion of our Legiflators. But if any fticit 
M 2 Account 
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Ac€0^nc \^ere now to be thumped up^ I 
fhould cercaiuiy believe, that it wasforiged 
for the Reafbns I have given ; bxiA that ou^ 
Legiflatofs cor^d not be mistaken in di9 
tacts which they have aiTerted* 

It is for Fa^s only. tWc I have cited tli«l 
Preamble of the iPronibitioq : Out Lfgifla-^ 
tors could not but know^ that a great Over-^ 
ballaijice of Manu£u3:ui:es waekn^ted bom 
france^ and I have cited them as Wit&efles 
of this f^ad. They have alio reaibned firom 
it very right \ but if they had not done fo| 
every Man in bis right S^nfe% might ver]f 
juftly argue, that a great Over^balUQce 6i 
iiich ImportS5 m\A needs have ^^hsuHHl 
the Tredfure^ and Uffened the Fslm ^ th 
Native Commodi tie's and A^i»M(f40uns if this 
IQngdom*. 

Ksf^iVLi 1 have cited th^Itfjj^or-GeH^M 
of the Xlufiomsy as a Witiid% that ther« 
temaios in the C^fiom-Houfs a Maaftlcri^ 
of the Imports and Exports between Eng* 
Und and trMce^ from Michaelmds i66i to 
MichaelniAs 1669 ; which I have flicwa ta 
be utterly inconfiftent with an Aocowit 
tranfmittcd by the Cpmmiffiooers to tfa9 
lad ParliamcQC I have cited him too as a 
tVitnefs, that he was not able to gain any 
Light into the Traniadions of that Veari 
but from the aforementioned Manuicrfflt. 
JTiefe were undoubtedly Facfts wkhin tn« 
knowledge of the hffe^^^^Jetmd, and I 
therefore cited him as a Witne&r But if 

the 
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tiie {m^ OoBCklQSO ihonld tdlos, that in 
hi$ Opinion, th«^ Scheme is falfe^ with- 
PHt ftfteffeiiig enc fingle Fad or Argumenr, 
W i»dwe foe li^be uf his OptnioQ; or, if 
hf il»i|ldt:iiBl \\&y ttett we may import an^ 
pjwlly m OvQT-hallanpe of Maaufadtorcs 
of tjwo ^!Ullw«8 more than we export, aod 
y^: b? W lofelis l^ fiw h a Tyaffick, I muft 
j^V§ the Mm^efj I daqnoi yield to his 
A whQflty J I ihoiiW nQ% believe foch AlFer^ 
tii?pf flf f h^ ixifpe^ar»6eiiefal, the they 
wercclftcjiwei^obetnie by all tbeLegifla^ 

h%Vi% iS It Mercbaot whoie Veracky is 
l)pr at 4li ^ b» fii^oftedy fliould tell me 
xhx he ba3 gained 'x fauodred Tboo^nd 
Pouodsby trading to Fnuue^ he is the pro- 
per J^dgis of this Fad:^ and I would believe 
mm. But if he ihould aigue from hence, 
tfejat thwe^e this is a profitable Trade tp 
the Kingdom, even tho it ihould import 
upon us the Value of a Million more in Ma- 
nufactures than it takes from us, by which 
we /hould be obliged to pay fo great a Bal' 
lance ; I ihould not be moved by his Autho- 
rity, let his particular Gain be ever lb great ; 
I mould believe the Nation loft a Million by 
liich a Commerce. 

Laftly, if a whole Town ihould repre- 
ient that they had exported formerly to 
Frajjce the Value of fifty Thouiand Pounds 
per Ann. in Woollen Manufadhires ; tl^ey 
W^ be proper Evidences of this Fad, and 
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X Ihould be ready to give them Credit. But 
if they (hould argae hence, that the whole 
Trade with Frdme was beneficial to this 
Nation, and that the Exports firom the 
whole Kingdom exceeded their Imports, 
and that we confequently received a great 
annual Ballance fi^om hrdncey I mull take 
leave to diiagree with this laftpart of their 
Reprefentation, I could not yield to their 
Authority. I might believe their Evidence 
as to Faas which are properly within their 
ownknowledge,< but how can they be Judgte 
ifor the whole Nation ? Or how can they ar- 
gue from the particular Gain of their own 
Town, to the univerfal Gain of all EngUni f 
Upon this Occafion I thmk my (elf obliged 
to prefent my Readers with a Copy of a 
Reprefcntation of the Mayor, &c. of Ljm'- 
Regisy concerning a Prohibition of Britifb 
Commodities from being imported into 
Frdpce^ which is as follows. 



To 
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To the Honourable Commifljoners 
of Trade, 

The humble <I(eprefentation and petition of 
the Mayor y !Burgejfes^ and principal 
Inhabitants of the Town e/Lyme'Rc- 
gis, in the County of Dor fcty 

Haw blyjbervephy 
< ^^^W^HAT the Trade to France mth the 
^ j^ Woollen MaffufaSfures rpas an en^ 
^ riching Trade to this Nation^ and was the ^ 

* hfi this Fart of the Kjngdom had for Em^ 
^ plcyment of People^ Shipping and Naviga- 
^ tion ; there having been yearly for feveral 
^ Years together mipped in this Port for 

* the PROVINCE OF BRIT ANY in 

* France in Drapery, to the value of fifty 
^ Thouland Pound Sterling and upwards; 
^ jjnd ^:hat thi§ Trade was enjoyed Time out 

* ojF Mind, aud DRAPERY was imported 
^ into the faid PROVINCE CUSTOM- 
« FREE till the Year 1687, in which Tear 

* the Importation of all Woollen ManafaSlHres 

* whatfoever was prohihitid ; and afterwards 

* feveral great Duties were laid on ^W Goods 
^ and Comnjodities of the Growth, Pro- 

* dud: or Manufedure of this Kingdom, by 
^ anEdid, a Copy whereof truly tranllated 

* from the Original is hereunto annexed 

* AodwCctlib crave leave to acquaint your 

IVI 4 * HonourS| 
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^ Honours, that a Month before the faid Pro^ 
^ hibition took fUce^ leveral great (^antitie* 

* of Drapery to the Value of two Thoulan4 
« Ppuads and upwards/ which had been im- 
^ ported into the faid Province in two Ships 
^ from this Place, were feized mA detaifted 
^ during all the Uft War^ xyhich were all 

* Jpoiled. Your Petipioiiers therefore hum- 
^ bljr pray, that in the enfiijng Treaty of 
^ Peace, Care may be taken to get the faid 
^ Prohibition taken offj and that your Peti- 
^ tioners may be reftor^d to the laid Trade, 
^ and be at Liberty to import Drapery^ an4 

* other Goods and Commodities of the 
[ Growth and Produdt of this Kingdom 
^ Cuftom-free as formerly; and that the 
^ Owners of the laid Drapery Jo feiz^ed ap$d 
' fpoitedy mzy h^y^ SatisfaHion m^dc |b| 
^ the fame^ And yoax Petitioners jbaff ever 
i prajfy Sec. 

Sigmd by 

JohnSynjen, Major. Nicholas Nowell, 
Mat- Weft^ jonaa Whctcomb^ and 

89 others. 

The People of Lym without doubt arc 
very good WitnefTes that their DRAPERY 
till the Year 1687, was imported into the 
PROVINCE or 0RITANY CUSTOM. 
FREE ; they were certainly able to diHin^ 
guifli between paying Cuftom«j and paving; 
4ione ^t all: this is agreeable to what I have 

lai4 
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i^id before, that Brit any was formerly a free 
Province, and as no Cuftoms were paid 
there, (o there was the chief Confumption 
pf our Woollen ManufaiStures. But as Bri- 
tMy now^ by the Articles fubfequent to the 
llire Treaty, can have our Manufadhires 
only by the way of other Provinces, fi> 
ihe mm receive them after they havepaid 
the Cuftoms from thirty to fiky fer Cent. 
Recording to the TarifTof 1699, which is 
to be the Rule by our late Trejtty. If we 
exported to Frdme any conOderable Quan* 
titles of Woollen Manufadhires wherethey 
paid no Duties at alt, it is no Argument that 
we can export any under a heavy Load of 
Duties, and e(pecially now the French then)* 
(elves Hnce that time are arrived at fuch Per* 
ft&ion in their own Woollen Manufadures 
which pay very eafy Duties. 

Ag^in, the People of Lyme are very good 
Witneffcs that the French Prohibitions of 
our WoolleA Manufadtures began in the 
year 1687 ; this was a Fad that they could 
HOC but be well acquainted with by theic 
own feeling. Strange! that France fhould 
then prohibit our Woollen Manufadures, 
fo fbon after Kii^ James and his Parliament 
)iad obliged her by taking off our afore^ 
mentioned Prohibition ! But this ihews, as 
the Infpcdor-General has faid, that they 
faave aU along treated us, as if the Genius 
pf Frsnce hadgot aperfed Afcendant over 
that of EngUnd! 

Againj 
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Again, I believe the People of Ljme^ 
when they tell us that their own Goods 
which were exported to France before the 
'Prohibition "were feized dni [foiled^ tho the 
Prohibition did not take place till after 
their Importation. This was a Fad which 
they felt, and had therefore very good 
Reafon to remember. But I ask, Did the 
Trench feize their Goods by virtue of the 
Prohibition ? That had been firft to make 
it lawful to import thole Goods, and 
then by a Law ex fofi Ja^o to condemn 
them. Theretran be no trading with liich a 
Nation. 

Again, the People of Lyme msiy perhaps 
be good WitnefTes that they formerly ex- 
ported yearly to France the value of fifty 
Thouland Pounds inWooUenManufadure^ 
thp I am afraid they have at a venture 
Iviippt it at fb great a Sum ; for this would 
amount to almoft the third part of all that 
ever were exported to France in one Year 
from the whole Kingdom. 

But laftly, I can by no means allow the 
Evidence of the Good People of Lyme^ 
when they tell us that the Trade to France 
with the Woollen ManufaSlures^ was an f »- 
riching Trade to this Nat ion j and was the befi 
that Part of the Kjngdom had for Employment 
of People^ Shipping and Navigation. For 
do they conclude that the whole Natioa 
was enriched by the French Trade, becaufe 
the fmgle Town of Lyme was enriched by 

exporting 
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exporting toFfMce the yearly Value of fifty 
Thoufiind Pounds in Woollen Manufec- 
turcs ? Does this prove that the Balkaicc 
of the whole French Trz^t was on the Eng^ 
li(b fide, or that our Exports exceeded our 
Imports from that Country ? And as for 
Shipping and Navigation, one fingle Ship 
was iiifiScient to carry at once that whole 
Value of Woollen Manufa(9iires : So that 
if great Numbers of Ships were employed 
in the French Trade, theymufthave been em- 
ployed to import upon us a great Over-bal- 
Lnce of Wines and other Goods from that 
Nation, perhaps to the enriching the fingle 
Town of Lj/me^ but certainly to the impo- 
verifhing the whole Kingdom. 

And now as to the Prayer of their Peti* 
tion, that our Woollen Manufadures may 
be imported CUSTOM FREE into the Pro^ 
wnce vf Britany as farmer Ijij and that the 
Owners of the Drapery which was hereto- 
fore feired zxAff oiled j may be repaired of 
that Lois, Alas poor People of Lime! 
Britany is no longer Cuftom-free, ail the 
Woollen Manufaaures that Province is to 
take from Lyme^ fiie muft take under the 
intolerable Duties of the TarifF of 1660, 
that is, the Prohibition of them frill re- 
malQS. 
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A Letter concerning the MercAtorV Ov^r^ 

'valuation of oar Exforts^ 
Fart of an Jnjwer to the Mercator^s fVhim^ 

feys abot^t Verfets. 

T N dating an Account of Profit of Lo^ 
^ by Trade between two Nation*, it is not 
fufficient to tell us of oiu: Exports oniy", 4S 
the Mercator generally 4oes, without faying 
one word of the Goods im|X)rted, thar is 
trying a Caufe by hearing the Evicjence only 
of one Side. Neither is it fufficicnt to give 
us an ex ad Account of both Exports and 
Imports-, without giving th^ Valuation of 
every Parcel of Goods j ibr how Iball phe 
Reader judge to which a BalUnce is tp J^ 
paid in Mony, without knowing the ValuQ 
of theParcds? 

And yet I am afraid it is not in the Pow- 
er of any Man alive, wh«:her G^^Btiem^u 
or Merchant, to know the Value of every 
thing* Ibplieveno Man's Knowle^e is (o 
pnivcrfal; and therje&re in my Account, 
Vol h called leveral Gentlemen of Ext 

' periencp to my Afliftance j and vet in ipijt^ 
of all this Care, I believe I have oeen roifta- 
ken in Ibme of my Valuations. I am rea- 
dy to be corredted as often as an v (iich Er-f 

. ror fhali be difcovercd: But I inall never 
iiibmit to any Corr^dion upon the fmgle 

Authori- 
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Authority of the Merest^ ^ that Authonty 
is always to be fQfpe<ftcd ; it appears plain ly^ 
that he knows Ycry littie or nothing of thi 
Matter, aimoft all his Valuations will b6 
ftmnd to be made at random. 

But I bdieve it will appear at laft, that 
t have been generally lb fair as not to an- 
dervaittc our Exports, or oyer-yalae our im^ 
ported Goods, to make ow Jjofk by the 
French Trade feem greater than it really 
was. As I have foiroerly produced a 
Letctt from Exeter^ with relation to ftime 
of our Woollen Mant^dhires, the follow- 
ing Letter from Br^ffol teftifies die laihe' 
thing in re^d to the Tobacco exported 
from this iC^bogdom. 

S I R^ BriftoLDec. 14. 171 j. 

* C luce we fee yftu are wiUwig to receive jr^^^ 

* ^ Letters, and infert them in your Britijbfr^^ b^ 
< Merchiaty with intention to inform the j^j]^^^ 

* Nation how the Mercator endeavours in 

* ddiflfc the People ; we thought it omr 

* Duty to join with the honeft trading Part 

* of die Kingdom, aod tifue Lovers of their 

* Ccnintry, to deted that Hireling oi 

* Bramce^ ^^ Merc At or. 

^ The Letter feom Ex^t^ is certainly a 

* »eat Dilc«>v«y of the ill Defigns of that 

* writer^ as itisalfe aDemonftration to all 
^ the tradii^ Part of Great Bruairf^ that* 

* yow have aded with Candor, and that in 

* your Account off Exports to trance in the 

4 * Year 
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^ Year i68$-6, you have rather chofe to 
^ over-value our Goods, than leave room 

< for an honed Man to objed ; for 'tis plain: 

* what the Exeter Men lay is worth but 

< 30,654 /. 12 s. you have rated in your 

< Britijb Merchdnty at 36,865 /• 8/. 8d. 

< But the Mercator in his Account N ^6 j* 
^ has rated the fame Goods in his Valuation 

< at 6o,$2i /• about as much again as they 
^ are worth. 

rhe PrU$ ^ In your Account, you have va- 
cfTobaccoi lucd 1 3 1,753 //^. of Tooacco on Board 
from^'^''^ at }f pfr Pound; in which you have alfo 
1684. ^ very much exceeded the Value. Wc 

* ihall therefore give you the Prizes on 

* Board for re-exported Tobacco for four 
^ Years, viz. from 1684 to 1687. 

In 1684, Tobacco on Board,^ , ,./ 
with the Duty drawn back ^^^ Z'^^'^*- 

In 1685, Ditto 2{ 

In 1686, Dittd at 

In i6Sjy Ditto -— 2 4 toj^ 

Note^ ^ The Advance in the Year 168^, 

* continued but for a little time on Tobacco 

* for Exportation: for inAfi; 1685 the Par* 

* liament laid on a further Import of } d.per 
^ Pound, which Duty conunenced the 24th 
' of June following, which occafioned the 
^ engrofling the old Tobacco at a greater 

* Price than the former Year ; but as loon as 
^ any Tobacco that paid the additional Duty 

^ was 
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Was entered and landed it fell again to 
2 7 ; and therefore, there is no R^dbn to 
think Fra;$ce would buy any till the Price 
came to be fettled Here that Writer has 
alio ferved you as he did in the Woollen 
Goods of Exeter ; for he has charged the 
iaid 1 5 178 5 lit. Tobacco at 4 t/^r Founds 
which is about double the Value. Where 
any Per/on will take iiich Liberty^ the 
unskilful Part of Mankind may be eafily 
miflcdy till the Author comes to be found 
out| and their Juc^ment better informed ; 
^ and then they will agree with us, that 
< there cannot be fo wicked an Enemy to 
^ his Country in the whole Kingdom. 

Totir Humble ServMts, 

D.R and J.M. 

I think I need make no Refledions upon 
this Letter; it is as plain that I have not 
undervalued thefe Goods, as that the Mer^ 
catar has grofly overvalued them. I fhall 
therefore now proceed to another Subjed^ 
and that is, his imaginary Difability of 
France to rival us in our Woollen Manu- 
faAures. His two laft Papers but one, are 
taken up in labouring this Point, in the 
-Cafe of Peipets and Bays. I ihall here 
anfwer his Whimfies concerning the £>r^ 
xner. 

Mt 
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* It is evident, fajs he^ N^ io6. the Per^ 
^ fituMds made in FrAme have not been 
^ able tx> &U ib cheap as the Engiifl^ ; or 
^ eiie they are not fb good as the E»giifij^ 
^ how elle comes it to pais, that we have 
^ iucfa a Vent for ours, wd diat every Day 
^ at the Cuficm^Hoafe Mre fee vaft Qiaati^ 
^ ties of Ai^x and Perpetmd»as entered both 
^ for SfsiM and 7/4//, whereas the Frmch 
^ are at the Door ? And cooid they under-^ 
^ Ml as, they can upon all Occalioos pour 
^ in cheir Goods before us, and vrish mach 
^ iefs E*xpence, the Voyage from Af^ftiOes 
^ to theCoaft df either lr»^ or ;^^beinc 
^ not abore two or three Days £iad. 
Tbi In- In anfwer to this, I muft affirm, that 

Vuifon *^ ^'^^^ ^^i ^^ ^^ Years ^paft has been 

burwoiU encouraging the Woollen Manufadliires in 

^In^^^^^ his Kingdom. And as his People fiicceed- 

^^^^^* ed therein, he increafed the Duties on ours 

that were imported into FrMce. 

In s6<4. die Cititoffis oH Ctotfal , . 
wctt raifed to jol^^''^^- 

In 1 664, to -4^ 

Jo 1667, to So 

Inthew^TemrcttiaSergeto 5 
In the iibcond *-*-^ to 6 
idf^laft • • CO 12 

Under thefe. tSdCcoocagaments onr WSf^ 
pons decxea&d aBQfiua%v and their Man0»> 
fa(%ures exceedingly flourtihed. Our Tadr 

came 
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eame dowato almoft nothing every where, 
except in Briuny^ where, as I have (aid, 
they were always Cuftom-free, till the 
Year 1687, and where they had almoft no 
Woollen Manufadures of their own* 

Befides^ about this time, their PerpetJ, 
which both frdnce and we call Imperial 
Serges, being brought to very great Per- 
fediion, they became our Rivals in that 
Trade, even in the Foreign Markets ; and 
therefore no doubt, were well enough able 
wizhoxxt our help to lupply thofe of their 
own Country, which they were ftill the 
more able to do, by excluding us out of 
Britunf. 

But as to Foreign Markets, to begin with France 
6ur Trade to Turky^ which has been always^^"^'^^^'^^** 
very juftly a Favourite of this Nation ; it isruTk" '' 
manifeft they, export vaft Quantities of'^^» Eng. 
Perpets to Turky from France^ in compa-^*'^^'''- 
rilbn of thofe from England^ and fuch as 
cannot chufe but difturo the Sale of our 
Goods in that Market : io that it is plain, we 
have almoft loft the Trade of Perpets to 
that Country. 

Our laft Fleet, which will be allowM to 
export the Bulk of bur Goods for one 
Year to Turky ^ yet exported no more 
than 400 I^erpets, which cann6t exceed 16 
or 18 Bales. 

But I have alio feen an Accoufit of the 
Perpets exported frota France^ fof the 
Years 17 11 ^nd 171:?, to the Port of 

Vo4. It N Smyrna 
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SmyrrjA only, ih vvhiph rKe Blalcs W(jf e 406^ 
that is, 200 Bales ^^(afm, ' 

Will the Mentor lav uqwy' that they cfe) 
not rival us in our Ti;^cj^ of P^r^iets to 
Ti^rkj ? t'hat we kf c ifi no danger in Fo- 
reign Markets ? May it not bq raid bete in 
the Mercator^s owh Vot^t that it is evi- 
dent, that our Perpetuanas. MC not foW fo 
cheap as the French^ or clfe that they are 
not fo good as thofe 0/ that Country ? 
But we need not light a dandle to. tlie 
Sun. 



A Letter comernix^g fhe MfetcajCor;V Per-* 
fond Evi deface of two. Kjng^ And a 
Queen ^ 

A Pofrjcript concerning his f^etendied Drspi^ 
back of' Duties 0^ Fren.Gh Goods re-- 
exported to our Ptant^tiQns. 

S I Ry Jan. tf4 

^ " I "HB Ml?rr4/t»r?s firfl: Argument, and 
^ J|^ in his firft Paper, to prove the 

* French Trade was always beneficial to this 
^ Nation, and that our Exports, by a Me- 
^ dium of any three Years, have exceeded 
^ their Imports, was his pretended Perfo- 

* nal Evidence of two Kings and a Queen. 

* No lefsy (ays he, than the Evidence of two 

* JQngs and a Queen ! who could not 

^ chule^ 
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chufe, ho <fcabt, bttt be Very competent 
Judges of oat Profit of Lofs by the Trade 
betwecfl both Nations. 

* The Cajtom-Houfe has been ranfackcd 
for an Acctmnt tO this PiirpofL the Me- 
dram of three Years is not yet K>ttnd, nor 
faideed ^tiy one in whieh our Exports 
have exceeded. All hi* other hopes hav^ 
failed him; and therefore in his Yefter- 
day's Paper, he is come back ^ain to 
his principal Strength, the Evidence of 
two Kiog% and aQtieen. I wotitd advife 
bith to make the moft of this, fbr i am 
very confident he will riot be able to ftipu 
port his Pamdcnt by any other Argu- 
ment; hefeems to triumph i fittle that 
no Ajifwer to it has ever yet been at- 
tempted. 

* Tho I can l^ tto means deldre your 
Time Ibould be Ij^ent upon this ridiculous 
Svtbjeif}, yet I cannot think it realbnablci 
to leave him and his Party even this little 
Ai^ument for the frewh Trade, or the! 
Biff of Commerce ; and therefore to lave 
yoor Pains, 1 have refolved to beftow ant 
Hour npoir an Aflfwer, which yfiu may 
{deafe to iile or let akme at yout Difcrei 
tion; 

* The Prlnti^s he has thought fit to call 
tal^cai' Witnefs for the French Trade, are 
the late King WrHum and Quifeea Muryi 
and tfte pr^t moll; Chriftian King. 
TfccfC csttt be no doubt of the Wlfdom 

N a 'of 
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< of all the Three, and we are, very well 

* afTured of tjie Love of the two mil to 
^ this Nation. But are Prihces of all others 
^ the mod conipetent Judges of a Coun* 
^ trj's gaining or loiing by Trade ? or are 

* they more likely to know than theOfEcers 
^ of their Cuftoms, when the Imports are 

* over-ballanced by the Exports? 

* But after all, what if thefe Princes have 
^ never paffed an^ Judgment in this Mat- 

* tcr ? Firft, it does not appear that the 
^ French King was ever of Opinion that his 
^ own Country loft, or that Engli^ni was 
^ a <jainer by the Commerce of ooth Na- 
^ tions. Yes, £iys that Author^ he has 

* tacitly owned it, by raifmg hisCuftoms^ 
< and laying his Prohibitions; and that he 
^ could do this for no other realbn, than to 
^ put a Check to the Imports of our Good% 
^ that his own Subjeds might not be impo- 
^ verifhedy and EngUni enriched at their 
^ Expence. 

* But this Writer muft be told that that 
^ Prince mijght do this for another reafbn; 
^ he might do it, that the Trade which was 

* before carried on to the Advantage of 
^ Frufjcej and Difadvantage of Engltmiy 
/ might be rendered ftill more beneficial to 

* Fr^nce^ and more ruinous to this Kingdom. 

* To explain this matter by ao Example: 
^ Suppole that our Exports to France had 
^ been of the yearly value of half a Mil- 
^ Hon, and that the Goods imported thence 

- < were 
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f were three times that yearly Value, ft is 

* pUttn our Trade in that Caie had been a 
^ lofing Trade, ^d that upon the Ballance 

* we muft have paid a Million Sferling to 

* that Kingdom ; indeed you have made it 
^ pobable that we paid a great deal more, 
^ But if his Prohibitions or hfgh Duties 
^ had ftill Idlened our Exports, muft not 
^ the Ballance againft us have (till increaied? 

* muft not the Trade havebecome ftill more 

* ruinpus to this Nation, byreafonofthofe 
^ Prohibitions? That Prince therefore 
^ might ftill lay on his Prohibitions, not to 
^ deprive us of a gainful Trade, but to 
^ make it ftill a more lofing one to us, an4 
^ a more beneficial one to his own People. 
^ So that it cannot be concluded from the 

* Prohibitions and Increafc of the Duties 
*. in France^ that the French Trade was bc- 

* neficial to us, or ruinous to the French 
< Nation. 

* He iiippofes the French King would not 
^ be iticJggreffcr in this Calc, left we fhould 

* have retaliated upon him by high Duties 
^ and Prohibitions upon thcFrench Imports ; 

* fo that by grafpmg at greater, he might 
^ have loft the preient Advantages of that 

* Trade. 

^ Not to inftft here upon the Inlpedor^ 
^ Gencral^s Anfwer to this, which vovi 

* have cited upon fome other Occauon^ 
^ that France has all along treaPed hs^ as if 
\ (k^ Qenius of that Nation had got a perfeif 

^ J * Jfcendant 
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< Jfccvds/tt ever tlnet of England ; I rssA give 

* this Anfwer to thcAftrmflr, That thatwife 

* Prince has generally Jknown bow much 
' his Neighbours wouU endqre before they 

* would be proroked to retaliate; andbe- 

< fides, there are Ways and Means to k^ep 

< oiT this Retalution, The Penfions in 
^ the Reign of King Ci&4r/» II. are too no- 

* tori<mi to be foi^otceo, they are the Siib- 
^ je^s of feme of the Memoirs and Letters 

< of our AffibaiUdorsandMinifters of State 

* at that time. It was certainly wordi the 
*■ while of the frtmh King to have given 
.^ then a hundred Thoofand Pounds ^r^/r. 
1^ among the MiniAers to hinder a Prohi- 
V bition in Engiwd^ and to £ive a Trade 

< which perhaps waaabove ten timesthatva- 
^ lue to his own Subiedt% that is» to banfelf 
*> finoe he has the ab&lnte Coaunand, and 

* is the Maftcr of evwy one's Property. 

* If his mofl Chriftian Majefty would hate 
( thCMi^ ik to patt with a hundred Thou- 

< iand Pounda />«r^mr. Ibrfiicb aParpofe, 

* IbeUevewe bave formerly had Mioifters 

* of Scate in EvghnA^ who woidd bare 

* been ready toleJl bixaa very good Peony- 
' wolch, andpedb^ ten times as great a 

* Value from their native Country. 
ThtFrthi, * Withotit £>iae Inch Reafooi as this, it 
S i^a ^*^^ ^^ ^^ ^y *® acccMot why it was fo 
yif*. "* hafd to obiain the Prcdubiting hi6t intfaiiit 

* Reign, aod wby in 167S theie was do 

5 other 



Digit 



zed by Google 



Th Trade mh France. 1 8 ] 

' othef Way to cdme lat it, than by tacking 
^ it to aCapitecEom 
* His m*ft Chififtiftn Majctty therefore, 

* mi^ TCiy Well be the ^rejf^r in this 
^ Cafc^ he might /<wV< our Trade with Cup^ 
^ tvms^ $mi i^terrkft it tpith PfdhH^iiions^ be- 
^ ctuie be inight havt the Addrefs and Skill 

* to preveot the Wkc Pra^tces in E^gUndi^ 
^ not becanfe he thought oor Tf^de either 

* ruinous to his own Country, or beneficial 
^ to xhii KiDgdool* Out Legiflators in the 
^ Preamble of th^ir Prohil^tfon Ad, ia 
^ the Retgn of Kit^ Chi^tts Ih have ex^ 
^ prefly ^rnled, that the French Impor^ 
^ tations Were ruinous to this Nation ; but 

* his moftChfiftitoMajefty's Prohibitions 
^ Or h^h Dutte% are so Demondration^ 
^ diat he e?er thoi^ht his People loft upon 

* the Ballance of their Trade with EngUnd^ 
^ or that they were not always very great 
^ Gainers by that Trade. 

^ The Truth is, iht Fremh Nation h^SKeajons 
^ been now above ^o Years laboqriog ^'^j^f^^/^;^ 
^ the Woollen Manufafturcs ; and as faft ja^^s % 

* as they incrcafed in Skill, thtFreMch KiaQ^ foreign Ma- 
^ like a wife Prince, mide it hlsEndearout*''^^^^'^''^ 
^ to remove every Obftrildion. The Woot- 

' len Manufadurcs of EngUnd aiid other 

* Countries were the chief Qbftrudtion, 
'^ tbfrefbre firft, high Duties were laid oa 

* the fci^n M^auiacftures hy the TariiF of 
^ 1664, thefe were doubled by xhe Tariff 

* of 1 667 J and when at laft the French Ma- 

N 4 ^ nuf^(9:m:cs, 
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nufadures came to be able to fopply that 
whole Country, then the foreign Ma- 
nufadures were prohibited. In the whole 
Progrefs of this Matter, he has (hewn a 
Rcfolution to make Trade as beneficial as 
poffible to his own People ; but has given 
no Opinion at all, thatupon the Ballance 
of the wholeExportsand Imports between 
England and Frdme^ the former was the 
Gainer. 

* So much for the Evidence of his moft 
Chriflian Majefty. His other perfbnal 
Evidence is that of the late King fViSidm 
and Queen Mdrj ; they it ieems, dedarM 
their Opinion, that the Frf;9ri& Trade was 
always beneficial to this Nation, before 
the Interruptions given on that fide by 
Prohibitions and high Duties. A won- 
derful Argument this! And fuch as muft 
needs force the Aflent of every Man ia 
the Kingdom ! 

* And when was it thefe Princes declared 
their Opinion in this Matter ? In the be- 
ginning of the Year i689t They came 
into England the latter End of the Year 
1688, and they had a long time, and a 
great de^l of Leifiire to inftrud): them^ 
lelves in the whole Value of the Freficb 
Trade, by the b^inning of 1689. ^a 
fuch wretched Stutt as this, are the Advo^ 
cates of thcFrench Trade reduced for thei? 
Support I 

I5W 
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* But in what have King Wittiam and 
Queen Mary declared their Opinion for 
the fr#wA Trade? Why, in their Decla- 
ration of War, in the beginning of the 
Year 1689, againft the Fre/?^^ King, they 
chaise this Prince with aDedgn to deftroy 
our Trade with France^ ufon which the 
Wedth Md Sdfety of this Nstion fo much 
defend. 

* As fot Queen Mary^ fbe had no part 
of the Adminiftration. Her Name was 
joined to the King's for Form fake. But 
it is highly probable that the Declaration 
of War was never read to her for her Ap- 
probation : So that here is an End of her 
Peribnal Evidence. 

^ But how ihall this be laid to be an Evi* 
dence of the King's Judgment concerning 
the French Trade r The Declaration is a 
Declaration of War ; that is the principal 
thing. It is indeed cuftomary iniiich Cales, 
to heap up as many A^avationsas poffi^ 
ble, to that thofe Words in the Declara- 
tion concerning our Trade, will rather be 
thought to be the Words of a Secretary, 
than of the late King, who cannot be pre- 
iiimM, after {o ihort an Acquaintance 
with En^Undy to have had any clear 
Koowle^e of oqr Profit or Lofs by our 
Trade with France, For this, he might 
very well content himfelf with theSug- 
geltions of his Council ; and by what has 
jjappcn^d In 9W T^^mmqSj, \t is verv 

^ poflibig 
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* pofTible ((}t a Prince's Council to beMi/^ 

* Uken. 

* Bat aftir all, what if there is nothing 

* in the Declaration which either ii^efts 

* or implies, chat the Fr«««A Trade wa^ eiref 

* beneficial to this Kingdom ? The Woid$ 

* cited by this Mao, to be a Part of the 

* Declaration of the King are tbefe, His 

* forbidding the Importation cf a grtiet 9art 
» of the Proda^ and MMtipUfuns 0/ the 

* Kingdom, *fid imf^tm^ exoriitMHtCaJhms 

* tfpon the refif Mfejt^ttrtt EvidiMcet af bis 

* Deftgtt to dejtrey the Trgde #» which tht 

* fVeatth and Safety 9f this N/Uion fo mtteh 



* Now to flicw the Honefty of thii 

^ Writer, even this Argoment, as poor a 

* one as it is, he durft not offer to bis Rea- 

' ders, till he had mangled the Words^ and 

' left om the moft Principal of tliat Part of 

rhinicia-^ the Declaration. The very Word% a$ 

wlTk! * theyfbindintheEtedaracionof War, ar6 

waiiam * as follow : Forhidding the Importation of 

ilJ!''"''' ^S^^"* ^"^^ 'f, *^' Produ£i and Manafac^ 

fance W* *^^" *f *^^ Kjitgdom, and itffpopng tatorbi'- 

iaft Ad- < tant Cufioms ttpftn tht Rtft^ NOTWITH- 

T'^'y '* STANDING THE VAST ADFANTA. 

^rad.. ' GES HE AND THE FRENCH NAfTU 

' ON REAP FT THEIR COMMERCE 

* Wrrti ENGLAND, are fa§tient, 6cc, 

* Here lie has artfully enough lefi: out tbeife 

* laft Words, becade they did not make at 
< all for his Argument. For COmW the Jracfe 

* be 
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be (b very beneficial to Englani^ and yet 
the French King and his SuC^ed:s reap fiich 
vaft Advantages by our Commerce i For- 
gerieSy and Omiffions of the moll principal 
Parts of Records, are firnli things with 
him* 

* But the Words (whether as quoted by 
the Mercator^ or as they (land in the De- 
claration) dk> by no means imply, that 
the Wealth and Safety of the Nation de- 
pend on our Trade to trsna. They do, 
no doubt, upon our Trade with the whole 
World, dio that with France is very rut« 
nous ; and if the lad is made flill more 
ruinous by the French Kinsf s Prohibitions 
and high Duties, the Front of our Trade 
widi roe whole Commercial World is io 
mi^ the leis, and the Wealth and Safety 
of EngloMd cannot depend io much tmon 
it. This is the mod that can be impIyM 
by the Words ; it can never be the Mean- 
ing of thofe who pennM the Declarati- 
on, that the Wealth and Safety of this 
Nation depended on our Trade to France ; 
if it had, King William would never have 
begun that War, which was an entire 
Intermprion of that Tr^. But thefe 
People^ i believe, are the very firft that 
ever brought a Declaration of War, to 
prove the great Advantages of any par- 
ticular Trade. 

I am, Sir, &c. 
POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

. ^ I am fbrry^ Sir^ I have taken i^ fo 

* much of your Time upon an Argument 
^ that does not delerve an Aniwer. I will 
^ endeavour to make you amends by a 
^ Ihort Poftfcript 

* The Mercator has affirmM^ that we are 
^ in a lamentable Condition, for want of 
> tl^ Treaty of Commerce; for our Goods, 

* lay he, are prohibited in fr^/^r^, whereas 

* the Freffch Linens, and tother Manu* 
^ fadlures, may be imported here with high 

* Duties, and after having drawn back the 
^ Duties, may be re-exported to our Plan- 
^ rations. 

ifo DrMw^ ^ But you ought to have told this Writer 

F^Sch* ^ ^^°8 ^> that the Ad of Parliament has 

Q$ods. ^ laid the high Duty of 2 5 fer Cenu dd v4^ 

^ lorem on trench Goods, and that^o Pro- 

• ^ vifion is made in that or any other Ad, 

^ for a Draw-back of any Part of that 

^ Duty. So that they cannot be exported 

* to our Plantations, but with that whole 
' ^ Load of Cuftoms. When the Law im- 

^ poles a Duty, and makes no Provifion 
^ for a Draw-back, the whole Duty ftill 
^ remains; and as long as it does, there is 
^ no great danger of our Plantations deal- 
^ in^ much in the Manufactures of (h^ 

\ N^tJOUt 
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Rtdfons why the French ought mft to hfifi 

on Any ReduSfian of Duties oh their 

Wines. 
Neither the Price nor QuMtity of French 

Wines hsve been dhated by any of our 

former high Duties. 

I Shall proceed to condder the chief kt-Tuufr^uA 
tides of Exports and Imports bet ween ^*^'f'^-' 
us and France ; and firft, what reciprocalVp^^ * ^ 
Duties will be fufficient in each Country, to^''^ ^ 
make the. Value of the one as great as the^JJ,")^^^ 
other^ and to hinder a Ballance in Gold oxc$u»tmu 
Silver going from either Country ; and fe- 
coiklly. Whether (uch a Reciprocation of 
Duties is provided for by the late Treaty of 
Commerce between us and France. 

In the firft place I ought to obierve what 
Goods of both Countries ought to be ex- 
cmted from this Equality or Reciprocation 
of Duties. To which I make this general 
Anfwer^ that all fuch ought to be excepted 
as are peculiar to the. Growth of either 
Country. For example^ Suppofe that equal 
Duties of 5, or lo, or i^ per Cent, of the 
real Value, were fufficient to enable us to^ 
fell as great a Value of Woollen Manufac- 
tures to trance^ as France could import upon 
US of Silks apd Linens \ then in tbefe twd 

Articles, 
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Articles^ an Equality of Duties were all 
tiiat is to be required in either Coimtry^ 
But this can be no Reafon why no more of 
the real Value (ball be impoied on the 
Wines that fbali be imported from Fraffce 
into Grtsf BrkaWy becaofe we have no 
Wines Of our own Growth, and can im- 
port none fo good as thofe of France from 
any other Country. So that if e<}aal Du- 
ties on the Woollen Manafadures of Bri- 
tawy and the Silks and Linens of France^ 
would make the Batlance even betweoi 
both Coontrtes ia thofe two Articles^ atid 
only equal Duties fhould be impo&di on 
¥nmk Winds^ or not cnoi^ to amount to a 
iProhibitioBr^ the whole Value of the Wiocd 
that ihaU be imported, will be a BaUancc a- 
gatnft Greai Brndin^ Wines tberefbie oogbt 
to be excepted mit of this Ei|Qatity or Rcsd^ 
psocacioQ of Dudes^ GreMBpmm ooght 
to be left at Liberty to impott: on Wuses at 
heu Dtfef etidtt^ to prewnc the Paymeoc of 
any BaUance. 

, This id admirably weH treated hy the 
IM^tchants in 1674^ who made £>mePrd^ 
' jpo&ls ta the Conmiiffioners then appoinccd 
fof a Treaty of Commerce wiib Frmcty 
^ die Explanatioa of their Pf opoiata 

Thfir thijxl Piropo&t was, that «her0 
Might be an Equalicy of Duties aCfiofdb^ 
to the true Value oi the Go6d$ expofMl 
mid impoi?ted between bodsCMRitrieS. BM 
then focefedng di^r FtMit would ofa^A 

againft 
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agaioft this Equality of Datits to btf laid on 
the Manofe^wes of each Coahtry , 
. That his Mtjffijf hath i/tid gretf Imfo^- 
tions m French f^nts and Brnitdji, »hicb 
tai thef.mtPf fitffof^ or frttendy may be 
freittdicid to France bo^h in S^ANTIIT 
and PRICE. To this the Merchants' an- 
fw-er as* fottows, 

* Firft, That in Fad it is ftr otberwife ; 

* for that fince his fttajefty*s impofing thole 
' Duties,ihe Qpantities of Wine and Brandy 

* imported into E«gA«W from Frak&e have 

* been ftr greater, vadt pttKhaied at nfuch 

< hfehcr Pfiies th«» before. 

'Fipm Miehaetmaf f66^ to MUhathtasimp»rts»f 

* T664, there wereimported into the Port J^^^ 

* of Lo/^p» 6818 TiiHS of Ff end Wine :th* Prm^ 

* Ajjd the Quantity of Brandy was theu^'' Z""*^ 
« fo finall, that it dcferves not to be^'*^** 

* noted.^ 

« From Mkhaetmas 166 j to Michaelmas 

* 1669, being after the raifing' the Duties 

* on thofe CommedttieSirficre were iiiport- 

* cd into die Port of Ldndon in the fiiid two 

* Ycar^, 

* about. 17000 TuDS' of Wine. 

* about jooo Tuns of brandy. 

* From Mkhaebnas 16 f2 to Michaalmds 

< 1674, being tw<> Year^ were' iH^osted 

* into the Port of Londott^ upwards df 

* 32 500 Tuns of Wine. 
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* In Anno 1667, the Year preceding the 

* laft great Impofition, the Price of Lap^^ 

* gone Wines in France was not above 4} 

* Crowns />fr Tun clear on board 

^ In Anno 1668 the Price was 47 Crowns 
^ In Anno 1669 * — — 54 Crowns 

* In Anno 1670 — *— •-• 59 Crowns 

^ In Anno 1671 ' — 55 Crowns 

* In Anno 1672 —— — — 50 Crowns 
^ In^i^/fo 1 67 J — -— .- — 56 Crowns 
< And this Year, Jiim 1674, 70 Crowns 

* ^^r Tun, clear on board 

^ And all forts of Clarets are rifen double 
^ in Price fince the Year 1667 ; fo that it is 
^ evident that the Impofitions on Wines and 
^ Brandy in England are only on his Ma- 
^ lefty's Subjed:s, ontheConfumption^ and 
^ do no ways impair the Trade of thofe 

* Commodities, either in Quantity or Price, 
^ to the People of France. 

^ 2. We anfwer. That Impofitions in 
^ England on Wine and Brandy cannot pro- 

* perly be objeded againft the Reduction of 
^ the Impofitions on Englijb Manufa<^ures 
^ in France ; for that the French Manufac- 
^ tures iinported into England do not only 

* anlwer, out exceeding^ much furmount 
^ in Value the EngH/b Manufadures im- 

* ported into France : So that the Wine and 
^ Brandy ftands upon a didind Foot, and 

* the French have wholly the A.dvantage 
< thereof above iht Englijb? That iS, they 
have a Ballance againft us upon all the other 

Goods 
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Goods exported and impiorted between the 
two Nations; and therefore the whole Price 
paid for French Vfincs is {o much added td 
that Ballance, lb mach clear Gain to that 
Country. And for this Realbn then the 
Merchants thoi^ht the French WineS 
ought not to be comprehended in the above-^ 
mentioned Reciprocation or Equality of 
buties between the two Nations, bUt be left 
to our Difcretion to deal with them as we 
thoi^tfit. 

But many things are very remarkable in 
the above-mentioiied Allegations of the 
^erchontS) and every one a^inft the M^r^ 
C4tor. . 

Firft, That the tncreafe of buties did iiot 
leflen the Conlumption of French Winesj 
the Imf)ortatioB of them increafed prefently 
after the Inipodtioii of the high Duties ; 
they were beftwre not ibove 68 $o Tuns^ 
they intreafed prefently after to 8500-^ and 
£) on to above i iooo Tuns. 

What then is beconie of his Maiim'^ 
That Dearnefe of Commodities leitens the 
Coniomptton? Here it is plain the Con« 
lomption, increaied, notwithHaiiding the 
Price, t have Ihewn that it ftill increafed 
even aftet the lafl high Duties were ailmoft 
douUed^ ixk the flrft Year of Kine "Jdmes the 
Second. How then will he be able to 
iaaincaiti his Maxim agawft fb plain a Mat- 
ter pf Fad? But the Truth isj as Luxury 

Vol. iu O inaeafes^ 
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increafcs, liimptuary Laws arc hardly ab/c 
to provide againft it. 

The next thing is, as to the Price of 
the Wines, the Mercstor^s French Wines arfc 
never above 8 or 9 /. at a Medium ; and 
therefore by turns he has been very angry 
with the OLD SCHEME for the Valuation 
of Fremh Wines at 12 /. 10 /. fer Tun id 
the Year 1669, with the Britifb Merchant 
for 17/. 10 s. fer Tun in 16^5, and with 
the Guardian for 25 /. per Tun at this time 
of Day. 

Behold here the Prices of Langoon Wines, 
the cheap White Wines of France ! In r668, 
47 Crowns, or even tho the Exchange werd 
at Par, 10 /. 11 s^ 6d4 per Tun ; in 1669, 
54 Crowns, dr 12 /# j s. per Tun; in 1670, 
11/. 18 J. 6d. in 1671, 12 1, js. 6 d. in 
1672, 50 Crowns, or 11 /. 5/. in 167 j, 56 
Cro\<^ns, 12/. 12 s. ind in 1674, 7 5 Crowns, 
or 16/. 17 s. 6 d. By Which we may fee 
that the Prices of french Wines have been 
graduaHy increafing flnce the Year 1668, 
and that eten the Prices cff the lo weft Wines 
are very httle ihort of that in the Scfremtf 
for the beft and the worft together. 

But the Quantities of Graves Clarets, 
Fontacksy and other deaf Winei^ being ad- 
ded to the Langoon Wines, will make it 
hard to believe that the Price of all Sfofts 
of Wine imported in 1669, could corfte <>uf' 
at left than 12 /. 10 s. at a Medium, c^- 
cially face Clarets have been generally the 

Draught 
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draught in this Kingdom ; and of thefe the 
Merchants lay in 1674, the Price of 1668 
had been quite doubled^ 

My Adverfary takes his Price of 8 or 9/. 
^^rTun from the Inlpedtor-General, whd 
appeals to the Merchants pf that time. The 
Merchants of that time, to whom he makes 
his Appeal, know of no iiich P? ice as 8 or 
9/. ^r Tun, and hate accordingly here 
Juftifiedtlje very Price of 12/. losi in the 
SCHEME. The gradual Rife from that 
time makes it credible^ that the Britifb Mer-^ 
cbdftt was in the right in his Price of 17 /. 
to/. 

His bbjcAion againft this, Price, as if it 
would juftify the Brcah of the Pori/^al 
Treaty, fince Fre^fch Wines ^t fuch.a Price 
werp likely to give very little bbftrudtiODt 
to thofe of Ppnugxl^ has been ajready an- 
Iwered ; and I demonftrated^^ that the Price 
of Fre99ch Wines, even with Portugal Du- 
ties upon them, would be 40/. per Tan 
cbeaper than thofe of Portugal for feveral 
Veal's Jaft.paft at a: Medium; and that even 
the they ihould be at the GuarjiiarPs Prifcc 
pf 25 /• fer Tun,, they would not be above 
Two-pence />^r Quart dearer : And can any 
Man tnen imagine that |hey would not be 
the common Draught of this^ Kingdom ? 

For my own part, I can fee nothing lefsr 

than 10 or 1 2000 Tuns of Fremh Wines at 

20 to 2^1^ fer Tun, to be imported either 

fairly or clandcftincly, to our Lois of 2 or 

O 2 300,^00/; 
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JOO3O00 /. per Ann. if the Treaty of Com- 
merce ftiould be made effecflual ; that is, ii 
France fhall in ail things be as much favour- 
ed as the Nations the mod favoured. But 
the Value of her other Goods and Manu- 
fadures imported qp6n us will fb much 
///rw(?/;^;?/^, as our Merchants fay, that of all 
the Goods we fliali be abk to fend to that 
Country upon the Foot of the late Treaty, 
I make no doubt Ihe will eafily give up 
the Article of Wines for the lake of the 
Ballance llie is likely to gain in other Arti- 
cles ; unlefs ihe ihould refolye to adhere to 
it, not o^ly for the fake of her own Profit, 
but that we may break with PortugAl^ and 
deftroyone of the moft profitabfe Trades 
we ever had in Europe. 

They were Merchants^ and French Mer- 
chants too, and indeed all that were emi-^ 
nent in that Trade in the Year 1674, who 
made the Reptefentation from whence I 
have taken this Extract:. Some of them too 
were very much in the Favour of the Court ; 
one of them, as I remember, was made a 
Commiffi on- Alderman by the late King 
James for the City of London, after that 
City had been illegally deprived of hot 
Charter ; lb that they could not be all fiiid 
to be a PARTY, or a FACTION agaiiifl 
the Court. Yet in this they agreed one 
and all, That the Preach MknufaHures (ez^en 
without Wines and Brandy^ imfofttd into 
England, did not only anfmr^ but exceedingly 
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fnuch furmount in Vdue the Eriglifh Mx- 
nufaBures imported into France ; fo that^ 
laid they, the Wine and the Brar/dy {tands 
upon a diJUnif Footj and the French have 
iphoffj the Advantage thereof above the Eng- 
liih. The Meaning of this Fart of the Re- 
prefentation is, that the French Manufac- 
tures imported into England vaftly over- 
ballanced all our Exportatioris to that Coun- 
try, and that the whole Coft of Wine and 
Brandy ^<^as fo much added to the Bal^ 
lance ^airift ErjgUnd: That Francey be- 
fidcs a vaft Profit by the refl of our 
Trade, gained clear the whole Coft of Wine 
and Brandy fi-pro this Nation, 

The Reprefeiitation Aiews, that notwith-TA^ C<»»- 
rtanding th(i high additional Duties inioofed^'^^^^^i^ 
on French Wines in England^ n6twithftand-^r;»rr"L 
|dg the Increafe of their Coft in France fromfi^^^'^. 
flie Year i66j to 1674, yet the Imporca^ 
tion continued every Year increafing. 

The D6tie5 were doubled in the nrft of 
King James II. in the Year 1685 : and by 
the Invoices of that Time it appears^^ that 
the Coft of Wines clear on board in France 
was vaftly iucreafed b6yond that of the 
Years beforc-mentfoned; aqd yet theQuan* 
tfty imported in that and the following 
Years, and entered at th? Cuftom-Houje^ 
was vaftly greater than at any time before, 
when the Coft and the Duties were a great 
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The Ufc I would make of this is^ tlj^t 
fmall Impofitions may be fiifBcient to re- 
ftrain Luxury in its Infancy ; but when jt 
is once grown qp, and has taken hold of a 
JNation, it grows out of the Reach of the 
ievereft fvfjpptuary Laws that can be 
made. 

\^e have indeed fin? e inade fhe Duties 
as fiigh again upon the Wines of Fnince as 
ichofe of other Nations; and yet it is very 
much to be queftioned whether eyen this 
would have much leffcned tKe Conliunp- 
tion, if a War at the lame time with Frame 
had not made a total Interruption of all 
manner of Commerce with that Nation, if 
this had not made it very penal to the Im- 
porter : and yet we remember, even during 
the War, how greedily thefe Wines were 
jTought after by Gentlemen at fometim?s 
double, often at treble the Coll of thofe of ^ 
Portugal and other Nations. 

Peace at laft has opened the Trade to 
France^ but the high Duties ftill remain, ai^ 
the Cuftoms are pretty we^topked after by 
the numerous Officers at the Pfir; ofLondoif. 
And ^et \ve fee the Importation of Fref^cb 
Wines has increafed at thq^Port of London ; 
but for the Coaft of Great Uritaw^ whi^h '\S 
of vaft Extent^ anfl not fp well attended, 
\yhat Qiiantities muft we believe have been 
clandeftinely imported ? Every Gentleman 
upon the Coaft drinks his French Wine at 
lels than the very Coft of the Duties. If 

thefe 
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tilde then ihould be levelled to thofe of 
the Nations the mod favoured, according to 
the late Treaty of Commerce, can we be 
fo fond as to imagine that they will not be 
the common Drai^fat of this Kingdom? and 
that the Importation of Portugal Wines will 
not be reduced ^ain to the Quantity of 2 
or 3 00 Tuns per Mn. 

Clarets, formerly the Drink of almofl: no 
other Country except Great BritaWy are 
now arrived at fiich Reputation in fo many 
other Places, that the Coft of them in Fra^ice 
has been gradually increadng above forty 
Years ; and if the Merchants would pro- 
duce their Invoices of fome of the laft Years, 
the Prices would appear double to what 
is repirelcnted by tne Merchants in the 
Year 1669; and yet even at this double 
Price they have been demanded. But if the 
Duties ihall be levelled to thofe of the Na» 
tions the moft favoured, even at the ad- 
v^ced Price, they will be imported almoft 
as cheap as the Wines of Portugal ; and if 
the Qualities of both fliall be confidered, a 
great deal cheaper. And can we queflion 
then that they will be the common Draught 
of Great Britain ? 

It is therefore eKceflively foolifh in the 
MercAtor to argue from 40 or 50 Years 
paft to the prefent Time ; to argue from 
the Quantities then imported, that we ihall 
pow import a great deal le(s, becauie of the 
Ipcreafc of the Duties from 7/. 10 s. to 
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aj I. and of the firft Coftof the Wroc^ from 
12 L lOf. to doqWc tjiai Coft, that wc 
ihall import leis thao we ^id in thole Years. 
Experience and Fad are againft h^ Argn- 
jnent. The Confiunptic^ has inoreafed with 
the Cod and the Duties. Sfumptuai y Laws ' 
are fcarce lufficient to rc|bain the ^owii^ 
Luxury of a Nation ; and I miii believe 
tb^t I h^v^ been modeft in my CalcuUtion 
pf I o or 1 2000 Tuns of Wine to Be anno^ 
ally imported from France even at the firft 
Cpft of a^ /. and under the I>uty of oj A 
pr Tun, which added to the Profit of the 
Importer and Retailer, will not altogetbef 
make thofe Wines above i8 or 20^ ^ 
Qiurt. If this fliould be the Cafe, FraM0 
will drain, us every Year of 2500010/, foj 
Wines* 
^fd of The nejt Article is theii? Brandy. Tic 
trand^. Iiupoitation of this W48 inconfid^raible in 
166 J, according to the Reprefentation of 
the Merchants, and npt worth their Notice. 
The Duty then was but a Trifle. But tho 
Brandy tl^en could be a^rded fo very 
cheap, yet it was in very litde ufe in Bng^ 
iimd ; It was not the fai^ionable Linutfy of 
this Kingdom, it was but then beginning to 
freep in upon us. Soon ^cr a high Duty 
was laid upon it, and then the Merchant^ 
reprefent that from Micbdtlm^ i6&j ta 
Michaelmas 1669, about jpoo Tuns were 
imported,' that is^ about 15^00 Tuns fer 
Ann* 

The 
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The Mercator would have us believe^ that 
fo large an Importation was owing to the 
Confiimption of tjieold Stock by the Fire 
of the City of fj>ndon. 

To confute this Imagination, w<r read in 
the above-mentioned Reprefentation of the 
Merchants, that ftom Michaelmas 1671 to 
Michaelwas 1673, there were imoorted into 
London above 7315 Tuns of Brandy, a- 
bove j6<7 Tuns fer ann. This for London 
only, oettdes what Was imported at the Our* 
Ports. Was this too owing to the Fire of 
London^ which happened fo many Years 
befoi^c? 

We may fee therefore that this Part of 
our Luxury was then making large Steps 
into this Kingdoin, that it was roming in . 
vqpop us in ipite of the Duties, which were 
then thought to be very high. 

The Merchants therefore might very 
w?ll fbppofe the annual Importation of 
Brandy to be 4000 Tuns, as they do in 
the OLD SCHEME, when it was ahready 
arrived to that Quantity. TTie lame Mer- 
chants that drew this Reprefentation, were 
the very Perfons that prefentcd with it the 
OLD SCHEME to the CommiflSoners then 
appointed for makipg a Treaty of Com- 
inerce with France. 

It is manifeft that the Merchants nevei; 
intended to haye it thought, that 4060^ 
Tuns of Brandy were imported from M/- 
chaelmas 1668 to Michaelmas 1669, fince 

tb« 
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tl^c very (amc Perfbns have in their Repre^ 
icAtatioa iuppofed the whole Quaotity im- 
vgttpd from MichMelmns 1667 to Michael" 
m4s 1669, two Years, to b? no more than 
jooo Tuns of Brandy ; they copld not 
therefore make the Quantity 4Qpp Tun? 
for one of thofe Years. The 4000 Tuns 
therefore they fuppofed might be the Quan- 
tity of our future annual Importations, ac- 
cording to the Meafiire of the two Years 
fvom Michaelmas 1671 to Michaelmas 1675, 
when ahnofl: 4000 Tuns per ann. \^ere in^r 
ported iijto the Port of L(7;fii(?Ar. XhcOLD 
SCHEME hasnot fixed juft40Q0 Tuns of 
Brandy for the Importation of 1668-9- 
The Article is worded thus, 4000 TUNS 
QF BRANDY ONE YEAR WITH ANO- 
T('JFJER ; which Ihews them to have had a 
particular Eye to the vaft Increafe of that 
Ipiportation in fucceeding Years. 

But that which def^rvcs our chief Oh- 
fervation in the Increafe of our E^^pence of 
Brandy, is, that it was then growing a- 
pace upon the I^ation ; and perhaps neither 
Cuftqm^ nor Excifes had been able to hin- 
der the open or clandcftine Importation of 
this Commodity, if at l^ft a War had not 
cqn^e op wit|^ Francey which was a total 
Interruption of all manner of Commerce; 
vyith that Natioi^. 

But did this put an end to the Luxury^^ 
which was very far advanced ? No, from 
f i)e Ljofs of tl^is beloved Brandy, we fell 

imme^ 
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immediately to fupplying the A^apt of it 
with MaJt-Spirits, and lomc drawn from 
Molofles, far below jhe Value of Fre;9ch 
Brandy ; but yet ^^ ^de a fliift with it, 
when Brandy could not be imported. 

Our Manuf^dure of Malt-Spirits increa- Af^// Mnd 
fed by this means to i,6oo,opo Qallons^^'^^ 
per Ann. wljich p^ade a Cpnfumption of atX'il 
leaft 80000 Qiartersof ourlVlalt, to the 
great Improvement of the Landed Inte- 
reft. 

Put where is the Carman or the Porter, 
who would not rather chufe a Quart pf 
French Brandy than a Gallon of Malt-Spi- 
yits? And yet if the Cuftoms and Excil^s 
on the former Ihall l)e reduced to k^iI. per 
I'un, French Brandy will not be three times 
the Frice of pur Malt-Spirits. Brandy is 
drawn from the loweft pricM Wineis, and 
is commonly fold at 20, feldom more than 
2$ /. pr Tun in France; fo that tho the 
Cuftoms and Excifes ihouldbc at 51 1, per 
Tun, they will be afforded at 6 s. and 8 d. 
per Qallon. And then can any one im^« 
gine, that we ihall not bid farewcl to Malt- 
Spirits in this Kingdom? Whether Gently, 
men will contentedly hear of the Lofi of 
fiich a Market for their Malt, or whether 
they can believe the Value of their Lands 
will not be impaired by (iich a Lois, be- 
longs to them to confider ; for my own 
part, I am only confidering the Lofs of the 
whole kingdom. If the Duties fliould be 

reduced 
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reduced according to the Terms of tha 
late Treaty, I miS believe that 2000 Tuas 
fer ann. will be entered at the Cujlom^ 
Hoiife ; and rio Man can be lure that ha!f 
that (^antity ought not to be allowed fbr 
clanddftine Importation : At 20 /. fer Tun^ 
the Coft of J 00b Tuns per Ann. amounts ro 
(50,000 /. fo much ought to be added to the 
Ballancc againft England. 

Thefe two Articles of Wines and Brandy 
sre likely to add above j 00,000/. per ann. 
to the Ballance againft EhgUni^ and this? 
^00 for the Luxury of the People. 

The WineS we imfiort from Portugal and 
lialy we purchafe for our Mariufa(flures, 
imd for tfee t'rodudJ: of our Land^, fifice vve 
receive a Ballance from thofe Countries : 
And are we fiire we fhall hot abate of our 
ExpOrtationi in f>rop6rtion to the Quan- 
tity of Wines we mall ceafe to take from 
tliem ? What will the Lands and the People 
of England fuffcr by the Loft of th6fe Mar- 
kets tor fu^h a Value oTour Manufactures ? 
And will Gentlemen be contented not only 
with this LofSy but that we fliould pay 
trance 250,000 /. per am. for the Wines of 
f hat Country ? 

Our Majitf-Spirits are entkely the Produ<9: 
of our Lands^ and the labour of ourPed- 
pfe ; and will (jentlemeti be contented tq 
pay do^ooo /. per ann. 16 frame forBrandy^^ 
that a Market of equal Value liiay be loft 
for our Malt-Spirits ? 
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i am glad at all times of (umptuary La\vs 
againli Luxury : But fincc it is Tiard to pro- 
vide againft it, let our People pay their own 
Country, and not Fr^;7rf, for their Luxury. 



A Calculation of the antiualt^^he of LU 

nens con fumed, b) England and our Plann 

tations. 
f'kif Linen ManufaHute made in Englanc^ 

fnys the whole Value of it to our Lands^ 

and the Labour of our People. 
And fo does that imported now from other 

Countries. 
The Value of our cnvn Linen Manufac^ 

ture. 
The Value of foreign Linens imported,, 
French Linens never fiid any thing 

to the Lands or Labourers of Eng- 
land. 
They deprived both of a Value equal to the 

Value of thof'e Linens. . 
The Value of French Linens heretofore an^ 

nuaUy imported. 



T IN EN heretofore was the largeftfrenctiiM 
i i (ingle Article of oujr french Imports.*** Jf*^^ 
in vktCufrom^-houfe Books, equal to afmoftf;^^;^*^ 
thrice the Value of all our Woollen Manu- Jrance. 
£u5hires exported to France ^ equal to almoft 
t ^W 
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all our Exports to that Nation of all kfndg 
whatfocvcr. This is clear even by the Ac 
counts from theCV/iWriErwyfjWhich cannot be 
dcfedivc as to the Quantity of exported 
Goods, tho laree Allowances ought to be 
made beyond the Entries for Goods cJaii- 
deftinely imported, as I have aheady ihewn, 
and as I IhaJl fliew more particularly with 
refbed: to the Article of French Linens. 

If the Duties on French Linens are to 
be reduced by the late Treaty of Comimerce 
to thofe on the Nations the moft favouredi 
thefd is little Reafon to believe that this Im- 
^rtation will qot be as great as ev6r; for 
what is an Half-penny fer Ell beyond the 
former Duty ? 

But Gentlemen are in no great Pain upod 
this Account ; they think we can fiiffcr vc* 
ry little by the Lois of our Linen Manu- 
factures ; and as for what fhall be imported 
from abroad, they think they may oe im- 
ported from France with as little Detriment 
to England as from any other Country what- 
Ibever. 

In all this they hare too cheap an Efti- 
mation 6^ Linens made in England^ and ot 
the Advantages accruing to us by our Im- 
portation of this ManufiuSure from other 
Countries fince the Interruption of our 
Commerce with the French Nation, I fliall 
endeavour now to give them otherTlu>ughts 
6f this Matter, by (hewing, 



Fir^ 
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Firft, The Value of the Linen Minu- 
&<%ires made in England ; 

And Secondly, Tne Advantages accruing 
i'o txs by our Importation of German and 
other Country Linens fince the Interruption 
of our French Commerce. 

toi thfeFirli, I believe every Man wilK'''*^*'^ 
reddiiy agree, that the Linens, whether oC*jJJS! 
Our own or foreign Manufad:ure, which artiw •/ xi- 



mnc^M' 



annually conlumedin Enpand only, are ve-* ^ ^ 
ry confiderable. If I motfd affirm, thatE^uoi, 
the Englijb People great and fmall, rich and 
poor one with another, conlume in Shirts, 
Sheets, Table-linen, and all other domef- 
tick Ufes, the annual Value of 5 /• I believe 
there is not one Man in a hundred that 
wotf d not laugh at me for rating the annual 
Corilumptiojti of the People in Lihefli it toe 
low a Vdlud 

And yet if th6 People of England ire 
tightly Computed at feven Millions, this 
Number multiplied by five Shillings, will 
produce thirty five Millions of Shillings, or 
oneMillion feven hundred and fifty thouland 
Pounds Sterling. The annual Coiifumption 
of every one, at fiv6 Shillings/^^r Head at a 
Medium, will amount t6 fb great a ^um^ 

If to this Ihall be added, the Canvals for 
our Shipping, and coarfe Cloths for the 
Package!, and embaling of Goods and Mer- 
chandises, and alfo the Confiimption of 
our Plantations in the Wejl-Indiesy Which 
before the Union were let ved only froni 
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Ef^Uifd^ i believe no Man will think me 
tetravaganty in rating thd whole annual 
Confumption of Linens at 1,7^0,000/. 
imporiance If ^11 the Linens annually confiimM in 
^fthi England were of her own Growth and Ma- 
S^m'^^^*"^ from the Flaxfeed to the Draper's 
* Shop, I believe no Man could doubt the 
Advantages of it to this Kingdom ; the an- 
nual Coiuumption of i ,7 50,000 /. Value of 
Linen, all out own Manufadure, wouM not 
be brought to pay lels for Flax to the Lands 
than a fifth Part of that Sum, and four fifth 
Parts to the Labour of our People. A 
Manufa^re which (houM pay thefe refbec* 
tiveSumsto the Lands and Labour of Eng^ 
land^ wou'd deferve to be cultivated with 
the utmoft Care and Application. 

I fhall endeavour therefore to fliew, that 
the annual Confumption of Linen at this 
Time in Englandy and out Wefi-^Indu PJan<« 
tationsj whether made here, or imported 
from other Countries, does either diredtty 
or indirecjily pay the above-mentioned 
Sums to the LandKolders and Labourers. 

There can be no queftion of this^ with 
reipe<3: to the Linens made in EngUndy in 
proDortion to their Value ; but I believe t 
mall be abk to fhew, that the Cale is the 
lame with tcfpe<3: to ill that are imported 
now from *other Countries, fince the Pro- 
hibitions or high Duties on French Linens, 
and the total Interruption of Comnaerce 
with that Nation. 

To 
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To begin with our own Linen Manu- 
£3i£tmCi It is far more confiderable tlian is 
generally believed. Indeed, becaufe it is 
not of that Extent, nor the Bufinefs of fo 
ctiany Counties as our Woollen Manufac-^ 
tures, as I have exprefled myfelf before. 
Men have too cheap an Eftimation of it, 
they are m little or no Pain what becomes 
of the Linen Manufadnre. 

But to fljew the Value of Linens made m^nAMunt 
Engtdud, we muft firft know the Value of 2„f^X 
tho/e imported from other Countries. \xxpru<L 
die firft Report of the iMffeSor-Gemrd of 
the Cuftoms, we read that the Importation 
of GermM Linens, htf a Medium of three 
Years, ifirom ChriftmsLs 1699 ^^ Chriftmss 
170^ amounted to feranp. 

5^9,737 

By his fecond Report,the^a/- 5 
/^iii Linens imported in 1703,^213,701 19 ii 
amounted to j 

Vtom Flanders y Mufcovy^ and^ 
other Foreign Countries, I amT ^^ ^^^ 
ii^rmed the Value of import- ^ * 
ed Linens may be «> 

I am mfinraied too, that the^ 
Impoetatioo of Scotch Linen,j^ 
does not exceed 1 3 0000 /. fery'i lofloo 
itnn. nor that of /r^/^w^ 80,000 /\ 
in the whole ^ 

Vol. II- ? So 
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fer (Vitn* 

So that all the Linens im-> 
ported into Etigland^ will> 1,603^38 19 it 
iiot exceed i 

If it (hall be allowed, that? 
our annual Confumptiod of> i,7JO/)oo 
Linen amounts to b 

And that our prefent an-> 
nual Importation does not> i,oo3>438 19 xt 
exceed w 

It will remain, that the? 
Evglijh Linen Manufafturt^ 1^6,5^t o i 
amounts to j 

If the annual Coniomption of Linens of 

our own Manufadxurc in EnglMiy and in 

otir Plantations, to the Value of 1,7 $0,000 L 

wouM be allowed to pay the Sums I have 

mentioned to our Lands, and the Labour of 

our People, then our own Linen Manufec*^ 

ture of above one third of that Value, raoft 

give above one third of thofe Sums to the 

like Ufes. If this were the whole Value 

of the Linens manufadured in EmlMd^ 

certainly we ihouM not abandon (o ulefiil a 

Manu&dure. 

loreignti^ But in the next place, the Con&mption 

7oneTpMy^^ Linens imported from the above-men- 

thihvakiiion^diCoxxaiiits has the very fame, or as 

to the good an Effcd, in proportion to their Va* 

^l£hM^ ; fo^^ ^very one of thofe Countries takes 

#/#«rF#tf-from us an Over-ballance of our Goods 

^^'* and Merchandizes, and elbecially of our 

Woollen Manufadhures : and this they could 

not do, or at leaft muft abate in propor- 

doa 
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^on to our Importation of their Linens ; 
Germany fS^ox^yy which already, accord- 
ing tti the Inffedtor-GeneraPs Repor^ pays 
OS a Ballance of 1 70000 /. per ttin. Ana can 
at Country which has little Foreign Trade^ 
andimpbrts Veij little Gold or Suver from 
abroad, afibrd ftili to take off* from as the 
lame Quantity of Goods dnd Merchandize^' 
the we ihou'd ceale 16 buy theirLinens P and 
inftead of 170000 /. fer tmn, pay us a Bal- 
lance of that Sum, and 500000 /. morethaa 
they do at preient ? In this cafe then it mnft 
be acknowle(%ed, that we purcluie Goods 
lor Goods ; and if the Goods or Manu£ic- 
tore^ exported hence, for fuch a Vakie of 
L.ineD% (contribute equally to our Lands or 
Labouring People, it is the (ame thing as if 
the Returns of JLinens were of our own Ma- 
iiu£idure; whether Our Lands or Labourers 
are paid diredly by the Linen Manu£ic- 
ture, or W the Manu£idure of Woollen 
knd odiet Goods which are exported to pur- 
chafe thefe Linens, it is one and the ume 
thiiu^. Our annual Confiimption of Linen, 
to the Value of one Million feven hundred 
and fifcv thoufand Pounds, whether made 
m E»gU»df ot imported from the above- 
mentioned Countries, in exchat^e for our 
own native Produd and Manui&aures, does 
either diredly or indiredly pay that whole 
Sum to the Lands, and tbelaooaring Peo- 
ple of Ejrgkml* 

Pa Now 
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The Britilli Merchant] 
txcift Now this can never be laid in defendcf 
fi^ce ^f ^^^ French Trade, er the Importation of 
Linens frota that Country. We NEVER 
fold, I will venture to lay NEVER, nd 
Cuftom-Houfe Account can fliew that wcJ 
EVER Ibid an Over-ballance of Goods ^nd 
Merchandizes to that Country. 

On the contrary, we always purchded 
thence a great Over-ballance of Goods and 
Merchandizes, for which we paid in Gold 
or Silver, and this to more than the whole 
Amoupt or Value of all the Linens imported 
ifrom that Nation* How is it polTible th^n 
io lay, that the Linens imported from 
France contributed anV thing either diredly 
Or indiredly to our Lands^ or our labour- 
ing People r They could not do itdiredly, 
fince they were not the Produft of our 
Lands, nor the Manufa(9:ure of our own 
People: They could not do it indircdiy, 
iince they were purchased by our Motiey, 
ancJ not by the Produd: of our Lands, nor 
the Labour of our People; fince they were 
not purchasM by any Manufadures of our 
own, or by any other Goods or Merchan- 
dizes which paid the Value of thole Li- 
nens to our Lands, or our labouring Peo- 
ple* 5 

But this was not the worftPart of our 

Condition ; when almoft our whole Con- 

iumption was of French Linens, they not 

only exhaufled our Treafure^ and paid no* 

^m^ to the Lands or the Labourers of Eng- 
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ia^d^ han rhey liJJ[eff(d the VaIm^ cfotfr N4^ 
ti've C^iffmdifics /ui4 Mwuf inures ; that is, 
they took ofF fo much from the Value of 
onrLands^ aod thPrHiie of the Peoale, as 
is ppw, pajd to both hy the annual Con- 
, /umptiqnr of Linens, which are either en- 
tirely of our own Growth and Manufajfture, 
or, which is the fame thing in effedl, pro- 
, cxt£A pr purchasM in exchange for our own 
. Prpdi^ and Manufadures j and which 
there^e pay o\k Lands and our|^abou- 
xers thfi whofc Valqc of ow prefcnt annual 
. Coniiupptjoa 

. Jjs. it poiHble then that: |.inen^ ihall be 
her^ai^ imported froip FrAnceT^ witboqt 
. Jefl^ajifig. at the fame time in proportion 
our own Manufacture, or our Importation 
from other Countries ? And if this ihall be 
the Confequence, will not our Lands and 
PUT People be deprived of the Sums which 
are annually paid to them by our prelent 
annual Coniqmption ? 

It may be worth while to cpnfider here, 
how mu<;h was loft to both formerly, when 
pur chief Confumption was of French Li- 
nens. The Cuftom-Hqufe Accounts may tell 
us either 3 or 4, or 500P00 /. Value of Li- 
nens were enter'd in their Books, but they 
can give us bo Account of clandeftine Im- 
portations ; and yet tbeie in proportion 
were as detrimental a$ the other. But there 
is another way more certain of coming at 
this Knpwledge, and that is by the Increafe 
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of this Manufidtire 9t hom^ and by the 
Inaeafe of the importation firom other 
Coontries. 
SwfS Whatfoever is tl^s Increafe, it isfbr oiji 
SZTjOi/ own Confiimption, and that of oar own 
fredf$ 0f Planucion$. EngUnd exports no Linen to 
^l^'oihtt Countries. Few People will believe 
f$r$id. that we are richer now^ or ao«and more in 
Numbers than before the P^nniqg of the 
firft Trench War. All that are of tibis Opi- 
nion muft neceflarily conclude^ that our 
Con&mption of Linens was as great then 
as it is now. All then that we have in- 
creafed in our own Manufitdure^ and in 
our Importations firom other Countries^ was 
the very Value that we imported heretofore 
ftomFrMce. 

From Germajty we imported % 
formerly, by the Irifpefior-Gc- J A /. d* 

neral-s Account, Linens of thel m ^ ^ 
Value of 121,682/. now thcf3S^'>^55 ? <^ 
Value of y 19,73 7 /. fer Ajm. thcl 
Inqrpafeis >-^ ■ ^ 

From ^oi7/i»/ formerly, ?7o,7 
9^^l 15 J. now 213,701 /• ipx. > 42,729 4 ix 
III/, the Increafe is — — — •> 

Firom Flanders^ and other 
reign Countries, I am inform^ 
our Importations haveincrea$'< 
but from Scotland I have heard v 
that our Importation formerly r?^>??^ ^ ? 
was not above 30,000 U and that I 
it is ijOjOop /. ferAm. the In- J 
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The Trade with France. 

The whole Importation of? 
So^ooo/. 6rom Ireland^ is an in-^ 80^000 o o 
creafe of — — — \ 

Befidcs whichy there is an in-^ 
creafe of 240,000 /. per Annum 
Linen Manucidure in Lancajhire 
and Chejbire* This is very pro- 
bable, if the Reprefentations , 
from thofc Countries arc to be Y^^ 
credited tbat they have 10,000 
Ix>oins,aaddooooPeopIe wholly 
empioy'd and fubfided by that 
Manufadurc ■ ■ 

In like manner it is alledged/ 
that the Increafe of our own( 
Linen Manufadure in Durfetjbirey 
and Smerfe^ire is an ■■ 

Apd in other ^i^lifi Counties 40,000 o o 

So that according to this Ac j 
count, the Increale of our ownr 
Linen Manu&Sxire, and of our^95o,784 411 
Importation from other Coun-^ 
trieS) amounts to — — ■■ 1 ■ . ■ ^ 

If our Confiimption, for the above-men- ^^^e #/ . 
tioned Rcsjfons, is no greater now than it J^^*/-^' 
wa$ formerly, then this whole Ingreaje rnqft mrh im- 
be loft to irance ; an4 let the Qufiom-houfeM'^ 
Acconots lay what they will, either fairly 
or clandeftinely, our wl^ole Importi^tion of 
Linen from FrMce muft IjeretoJK^e haveei^- 
ceeded 900,000/. fer Ann. Itistofy then 
to fee of what annual Sums we were drained 
by t}iis Article of French linens, and hqw 
W^\^ they lellened the Value of our native 
V ^ CpnuAodities 
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Commodities and Mamifii^xtfeSy of hovir 
much Rent they mnithiive robbM our Lands, 
and of how much of the Hire of the poor 
labouring People of this Kingdom. And 
are we contending like Madmen for inch a 
Trade as this? 



i&X/SfSGlil 






The Increafe of the Silk MdnufdSture in 

Englmdi confider^d. 
The Value of it to our Ldnds Md labouring 

Peoplejbewn. 
The Increafe of our Silk ManufaBute rff- 

monfirates^ better than CiiftofiEi-hot^ 

AceoantSy the annual Falue heretofore 

imforied from France. 

TH E fecond Part of my laft Argument 
fliewsj that the whole Increafe of 
the Linen Manu&^hire made in EnHaniy 
and of the Importation from other Coun- 
tries, is fo much taken off from our Con- 
fumptioti df French Linens ; or that we coii- 
fumefo nrach lefe of French Linens in fMt** 
portion to that Increafe. This making 
960,000 /. ter Annum in the Whole, we 
want no other Demonffaration that fo great 
a Value of french Linens was annually im- 
ported itito England. Whatfoevet the En- 
tries at the Cujtom^houfe make our Conlmip- 
tion of French Linens Chert of that Vakie^ 
' ^ ' ■-'■ ■■ ■ -c : .• '■ it 
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it muft be fliade 1^ by daodeftine Imporei- 
tions. 

And I believe there will be as good Reg- 
ion to conclude th^r the Cujtom-houje En- 
triw, in the Article ;oflfr^/;tf A .wrought Silks^ 
have been exceeding ihort of the real Im- 
pcitation. If we hiiye increafed in the Im- 
portation of Raw and Thrqwn Silk, and 
the Maao&dure of thefe Conunodities in 
Mofglamd^ or. in the lm{k)rtation of manu- 
. fyAoi^d Silks from other Countries for our 
own Confiimpdoni frdnce and tht Edji-Ia^ 
dies mnft be ailbw'd to have lofl: the felltng 
m wrought Silks equal to that Increafe; 
fmce, as in the Article of Linens, all who 
-bdi^TCtbe Nation if: not richer or more po-. 
puloals than it was before the Begimiing of 
tbelaft^ar, willeafily beperfuaded, that 
our Con£ttDption of wrought Silks has not 
increas'd ; fo that whatfoever it has increas'd 
£rom other Places, is (b much loft to France 
and liie EaJtAnAies. 

As to our Increale of this Manufadhire 
at borne, this will appear in ibme meafure 
by the vaft Increafe of the Impbrtation of 
raw and thrown Silks from foreign Coun- 
tries, from Tufkj/y Italjy and die E^fi-In- 
dies. 

But here I muft acknowledge^ that the 
Importation of Ardafi, or coarle Per^a Sii\^ 
from Turkey^ is vaftlv abated. This has 
been principally occauoned by the Impofi- 
iion of luch EHities on it as it oouid not 
«.-.'• ^ ^ i ■ ■ "'•'■■'■ '••' bear. 
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bear. Bat then this Lo& has been m part 
{applied by a vaft Importation of Gro^ram 
Yams; and befides this, the knportadon 
of Bellandtne, or white 7«ri(«^SiUt, and of 
Sheibafl^e of Perfd, is greater now than 
that of thele and tnecbej4[>Ardals Silks join*d 
together ever was before the B^inning of 
the firft War. All the Work therefore th^t 
was formerly done with Ardals Silks, and is 
now performed bv Qrogram Yam, toge^ 
therwith the whole laaeafe of the Num- 
ber of Bales imported fioin that Coantty 
more than formerly, moft be placed to die 
Accoont of the Increafe of the SilkMami- 
£iftare in EngUnd, 

I will not pretend to determine the Valoft 
of tbis Increafe; all! will fay here ihall be 
only to explain it Si^pofethen, that for- 
merly otv annual Inmortation of Arda6 and 
other Silks imported from Turk^ amounted 
to 1 500 Bales^ and that at this time the 
Importation of Bellandine and Sheibafiee 
amounts to 1600 Bales of Silk; at firft 
iight this wodd look as if onfy a hundred 
Bales of Silk more were brought into the 
Engliflt Manu&dure: But if the Grogram 
Yam, which is for the moft part a new 
Importation, ihould be allowed to fiipply 
500 Bales of Ardals Silk, and that never- 
pielefi 1600 Bales of raw Silk horn Turhf 
are imported, then it would be manifoft^ 
that not only 100, but 600 Bales of our 
mefent annual Imporution, mnft either be 
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re-exported, or added to oar Silk Manm 
AfBtoic If it ihall be allowed, that the 
Turkey Trade by this means fumiihes 600 
^es of Silk Per J»num to our Manufadure 
more than it did before, I fhall be very glad 
to be informed, whether iiich a Quantity 
is not fufEcient to produce 80 or 90000 U 
weight of wroi^ht Silk? *The Turkey Mer- 
chant^ or rather the Weavers of Sfittle^ 
)F$elds^ might certainly anfwer this QudP 
tion ; and alio, whether at lead 600 Bale$ 
of Turkey Silk are not broi^ht annually to 
pur Looms more than beforti the Beginhicg 
ofthefirftWar. 

But we are yet more fure of our Import* 
tion of Piedmimtefe 2ndBergM$o Silks ; this 
amounts to near a thouland Bales in a Year^ 
and is wholly new. Of thefe and other 
l]rii//4;y thrown and raw SUks. weufeatleafi: 
laoo BaliQS annually at our Looms nioire 
than*we idid fanefore the Beginning of the firft 
\Farl And whence is this prodigious In- 
creaie of our Silk Manufadure, but from 
the Interraption of our Commerce with 
BrMce^ and the Prohibition oi^Eafi^Inii^ 
Silks? 

I have by me an Account of the Edft-^In^ 
did raw SilKS imported for feyeral Years lad: 
paft ; the whole Quantity, at a Medium^ 
Will make 400 Bales fer 'Annum\ lb niuch 
pf this as is not re-exported is oied at the 
Engli^ Looms, If by thefe fevcral Arti- 
cles aoob Bales are ufed at; our Looms more 
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than formerly f the Weavers will be able to 
anfwer, whether the Produce will amount 
^to lefs than 280,000 /. weight of wrought 
Silk; and this Quantity, at 50 s. fen Poupd, 
will make the Increafe of our Silk Mzvoh 
facfture 700^000/. fer Antrnm. lam v^ 
ready to believe that inch has been the Iq- 
creale, from what was ^rted at the Bar of 
the laft Houfe of Commons by a Cende* 
man well skilled in tbefe Matters^ Ife 
affcrted that our Manufii^ure of Luftrif^^ 
Alamodesi and other bladiL 1^^^ 
and Scarves only, a^>' ^^ ^ 1 ^^ ^_ 
mounted to— } Joo.ooo /. /^ ^^. 

Of Silks for linings^ 
^ of Clothes in Imita*>i $0)boo /. /Mr 49n. 

tionofPnfisffSj to ^ 
Of 3ilk Haiidkerch|efs to 900|Oao/t j^Amh 

III n H i I III! ■ 

The whole of thefc 2 , . j 

Articles, l^^o.oopl. fer Ann. 

All this, befides the Recovery of Stofis 
and Cottoos mixt with $ilks, which l^foxe 
, were almoit loft to this Kii^donv 
, Luftring$,andAlai|iod^s are now very lit- 
tle ufed, the Silks that are ufed in their 
(bad are R^iegeans and Mantoa ISUks^ 
which ^e quite a difierent Ft^ick. ^vt 
the whole Value, it fe?m% of otv Wack 
Silks is 3oo,oco /. fer A^^Mttn. This is 
ao entire new Manu£u3we to EngUni^ 
with which before die firfl W*r we were 
wholly fcrved by Fnme, This is not ftch 

■ a 
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i prodigious Sum as People may imagine ; 
it amounts to little more than is. andZd. . 
fer Mn. for every one of the Female Sex j 
And we may very well conceive that j ooooo 
Of this Sex are in thefe Silks every one 
at the Charge of 20 /. pr Mn. which makes 
up the whole Sum : But whatever is the 
Quantity, frMu ferved us with the whole 
before. 

For Brocades and other rich Silks, almoft 
the whole Quantity u(ed in England were 
the Manufadute of that Nation, as well as 
great Part of the Perfians for Linings : And 
if this lad fort made in England amounts 
to I $0,000 /. fer dnn. the whole of thefe 
two Articles imported may very well be 
believed to be the Value of 200,000 /. 
fer dnn. 

The above-mentioned Articles, and that 
of Silk Handkerchiefs, make it credible that 
I am not much miflaken in my Computatfon 
of 2000 Bales of Silk manufadured by our 
own Looms, more than were before the 
Interruption of the Trench Comm-vr :e, and 
the Prohibition of Eaji-India Manutadlures. 
Whether fuch a Manufadhire of ib much 
Value deferves our Care or our Contempt| 
is the next thing to be confidered* 

In the firft place I mud infifl upon it^ 
that the whole Price of this Increafe of our 
Silk Manufadure, from the Worm to the 
Mercer^s Shop^ is paid to the Produ<3: of 

our 
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our Laods^ and to the Labour of oof 
People, 

There can be no quefiion of the Silk§ 
which are imported raw ftoni Turkey^ and 
manufiidured nere in England. No Bollion 
is fent to that Country* The raw Silki 
are parchaled there for our Woollen Manu- 
fadiires ; and as a Part of the Price of thefe 
is paid to the Land-holder for his Wool, 
and the reft to the Labour of our People 
that made itup^itmuft be affirmed that the 
whole Value oiTurkej raw Silk is indiredJly 
paid tb our OWn People, by being paid to 
them for the (joods that are exchanged for 
it : And as for the Whole new Value that 
is fuper-added to it, for the Charge of im- 
porting, thtowing, Weaving, and dying of 
this Silk, itiSenturely and dire(^Iy paid to 
the Labour of our own People. 

The fame thing may be aMraied of the 
taw and thrown Itdisn Silks ; they are 
both purchafed by an Over-ballance of Et^- 
lijb Manufitdlures exported to that Coun- 
try ; and if the whole Value of thefe are 
diredly paid to the Englifi Lands and La^ 
bour, and if we could not hope to pre^ 
ferve our hslian Markets for them without 
taking off their Silks, it muft be acknow- 
ledged that our Landholders and Labou- 
rers are indirectly paid the Value of thefe 
Silks, by being paid for the Goods that are 
exchanged for theuL 

The 
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. The only Difficulty is concerning Eafi* 

I IiuUm taw SUks, whica are purchaied partly 
by our Silver, and partly by our Manufiic- 
tures. But of thoie it muft be acknow* 
letked, that the whole Price of importii^ 
andworiung them up is paid to the Labour 
of our People. But as E*fi'I»did raw Silks 
V^ the leau Part of our Imporution, fo it 
is of thefe that we make the greateft Re* 
ex|K>rtacions ; and the Countries to which 
we do it, reimburle us not only our whole 
Coft of the re-exported raw Silk, but a 
very great Part of the Price, and perhaps 
the whole for all the raw Silk that is im- 
ported from the Edft'hdies* However, 
the throwii^ of raw Silk employs fb many 
little and otherwiie ufeleis Hands, that I 
ihall never quarrel with the Eafi-lndU Trade 
for the httle Silver it exports for thofe uie- 
f ol. Materials. 

But this can never be &id in defence of a 
Trade which exchanges our Silver for Fo- 
re^ Silks already manu&dured to the 
very utmoft Perfedion ; for what can theie 
be laid to pay to our Lands? what to the 
Labour of our People? It were better for 
us to fend our Money to the Esfi-Indies than 
to Frtmee for thele manufiu^ed Silks, not 
only becaule they are purchaied cheaper ia 
the former, but becauie the Coft of a long 
Importation is all paid to our own Navig^ 
tion ; befides that, it were le6 dangerous 
to Clinch a Country at fo great a Diuanc^ 

than 
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424 ^* Bntifli UerchoMt. 

than fb near a Neigbbottr as the Frenci Na*. 
tton. - 

But that which I am chiefly dming at isj 
that this whole Increafe of the Silk M anu- 
fadure in EngUnd i$Ib much loft to otiier 
Nations : F6r ail that pretend that we are 
not richer nor more populous th^ wc 
were before the War, will grant tfei^ our 
Conlumption of wrought Silks caniiot be 
greater than it was before. Whence tl>ca 
is this Increafe of a Manufacture to the 
Value of 7c 6,000 fer Mn. gained? and to 
' what Countries is it loft ? It muft be wholly 
loft to VfAmt add the Edp^lndiesj zdA bow 
is this Lofs to be propoitioned ? 

Our whole Quantity of black Silks waS 
bcretbfore brought from France^ our own 
Manufadure of this Commodity amounts 
to 500,000 /. fer Mff. France therefore 
has loft in this Article the felling us fb 
great a Value. 

There is no Redbn to believe^ that the 
whole Value of Edjt-India wrought Silks 
annually conliimed in EngUnd&^tt amount* 
ed to 2co,ooo /. fer Ann. it remains there* 
fore to make up the whole 700,000 /• ftr 
-Ann. that the Value of 200,000 /• fer dnn^ 
ttore in Brocades and other ridh Silks ixxeSt 
-have been imported from France. 

Then let the Cufiom-Houfe Accounts 
make the wrought Silks imported from 
France as much or as little as they pleaJe ; 
the Increafe of the Silk Manufecaarc in 

England 
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Hf^Und wilt cfemoliftf ate^ that 6m Impor- 
citioti of this Commodity from Fra)tce was 
hcf (Stdftee 5*6,000 /. pf d^. 

The Airt^orities of PufFetidorf, D^ Wit, 

itrtdfortry^ ffoduced^ in order to con^ 

ftn^ whdt hur been before adv anted con^ 

cerning the • vufi Tmportatibris frorh 

Ftkatt hetet'dfore. 

IF a-Matttt df Fad iS at any time dif- 
puted^ and cannot eafily be determined 
othervHlc than by the Evidence ofl^erlbns^ 
If al^^rays eftecm W itncflcs in pf op6rtion to 
their Knowlfedge and Indiffef ebcc ; I ever 
thinfcmoff Credit oughft to be given to Wit- 
nefles thit have bein long mice dead, or 
wh6 can hefther get nor iofe by the Con- 
trovetfy. / 

Tlie firft Difoute concerning the French 
Trader iSy whether that Nation has hereto- 
fore (bid to this an Over-ballance of Goods 
and Wferchandizes ? and confequently, whe- 
thcr wedid not pay the Baiiancc in Gold or 
Silver? Tf^hefe Qpcftions ate denied by the 
other* fide, and affirmed by me. 
. A Cujiom-Hot^e Account I have produ- 
ced, and it is agaittft them; the iluflom-^ 
jR/iJiSf/irHas been fearched for afl'Account on 
their fide, bur no fech thing ca&be found/ 
VoLII. Q^ K Qujlom^ 
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r/r.cuf Cuftom-houje Accoxmts tell ustheTiUth, 
\Z,)^nM not the whole Truth. They tell us, 
exati M' that we imported from Frsnce a great Over- 
i^"'/ ballanceofGoods and Merchandizes; they 
rTorZ^/kx^ tell US all, or very near all, that were ex- 
i>orfs. ported, (ince it could not be the Interefl of 
any Man to export Goods without making 
due Entries. But very great Duties are paid 
by the imported Goods which are entered 
at the Cufiom-houfe^ all which are (aved by 
clandcftine Importations : The Cufiom-houfe 
can give us no Account of thefe clandcftine 
Importations ; and yet I have demondrated 
that they were very great in the two Ar- 
ticles of Silks and Linens. 

I was fb fortunate as to iind out Demon- 
ftrations in the Cafe of the above-men- 
tioned Articles. For many other of our 
clandedine Importations^ befides the Rea- 
fon of favmg the Duties^ we mufl: content 
ourfelves with the Authority of Perfons 
who from time to time have treated of thefe 
Matters, and whofe Integrity at leaft is not 
to be fufpcdeA 
Puflfcn. The firft I ihall begin with, is Puffeniorfs 
-''s ^C' j„(roduffhn to the Hi (lory of Europe, Eng- 
I'fh Tranflation, 7 th Edit. fag. 212. where, 
difcourfing of France y he lays, * Its Ferti- 
^ lity is not only fufficient for its Inhabi- 
* tants, but alfo plentiful enough tobecx- 
/ ported into Foreign Parts. TneCommo- 
I* ditics exported out of France^ are chiefly 
Wine, Brandy, Vinegar, Salt, innumera- 

* blc 
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The Trade with France^ 227 

^ bte forts of Silks, and WOOLLEN Staffs 
^ and Mana£u^ares^ Hemp, Canvas, Linen, 
^ Paper, Glzfsy Saffron, Almonds, Olives, 
^ Capers, Prunelloes, Chefhuts, Soap, and 
^ the like : Scarce any Metals are to be 
^ ^ond in Frdnce^ and no Gold or Silver 

* Mines ; but this Want is liipplied by the 

* Ingenuity of the French^ and the FOLLY 
' of FOREIGNERS ; for the French Com- 
^ modities have drawn FLEETS of their 
^ MONEY into Fntncej efpecially fince 

* Henry Vf. fet up the Silk Manufadnryrif^at 

* there. There are fome who have com-^***J^* 

* putcd that FfMce fells Stuffs AUmodeeZii^d 

* yearly to Fore^ers only to the Value'* ^wxt. 

* of 40 Millions of Livres, Wine 15 Mil. 
^ lions, Brandy 5 Millions, Salt 10 Millions, 
^ and fi> proportionably of other Commodi- 

* ties. Mr, Fortry^ an Engli/bmanj lays the 

* Commodities which were brought from 

* Frdnce into England exceeded what were 
^ carried from England to France in the Va- 
^ lue of 1,600,000 /. Sterling ; and it is no- 

* torious, that by what they lend into Spam 

* they get a great Part of their WeH-India 

* Plate Fleet. But after all. Navigation does 

* not flpuriih fo much in France as it might. 
^ The Realbn fcems to be, that the French 
^ Nation is nQCfb much addided to the 
^ Sea, and that other Nations have been 
^ befororh^nd with them in the Eajt and 

* WefiAndies ; which is the Reafon that 
[ the King, tho he has above a hundred 

Q^ 2 * Capital 
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Capit^ Ships, yet Ci«inDt. fe out fiLgrcat 
a Fleet ludiecco, sts. the £«|g/i0&, and JStoroS^ 
They apply thenfetees al& to fiflring 
upQi) t)£$ great Smd.-hank befti^ iVftn*- 
fofin4l^4. The Kiog's. Revenaea axe 
cppiputed: at. 150 Millions of . Uisre% 
whereas ia the. l^Age it did not amooar 
to abpyc 9,or id Miffionsi; at the time of 
Huffy ly. to 16 Millions; and. in the 
Year i^jgt to 77 MiUtoos: whicbvaft 
Difterepce is ia part to be afcribed to^tbe 
difiererit Yalufi of Money fince thofe 
Times, and the goeat Taxes, winch were 
impofed upon, the Subje<a8.- but witiiout 
queftioftthe ch|ef Rcafon: is, tha« ^4wc«^ 
Iii\ge tha^ time has found> euo new Ways 
to draw Money, out of other C&un- 
trie§,* 

Th»^ H Mf. Puffendof^f^ who was a 
Smdf^^ and; therefore without any Kaft to- 
WjU)d«,ufi.or Bwctu For. my own part. I 
belgiFehcmuft haw been mifltikefl, or at 
leaJt the Tranflator, in. his Valuation of 
Stuft? Almodt to the Vahie of 40 Millions, 
be<:aufe he has made the Exportation much 
grater than other. Authors. For the reft 
of his. Articles, he differs from^ them very 
5"!i ?fP«a%fr<?mMr,D*.wr//'s.M«*i«i 
c;/- HolJahdi. the EagUflf. TtanHation of 
whiphi ?rff..269, is thus; 

« Asto Jr^t^, we are to obferv& that 
' foriperly that Country fubfifted whoUy 
. by Tillage; but fmce the Reign of 

^ Henry 
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W^j IV". ittaiiy licivy linpofirtons 'have 
tKceh 'liaifl oil aft ti»p6rred Madofa^res j 
tuW the T<f«Jatving of WOOL, Silk, and 
L,incn, with many bthei: mechahick 
'WbrkiSjfsTo-confidef^bly improved there, 
riiat tne 'frenc'h. can foppfy orhers with 
more liiAdfc Stuffs, and other Manufac- 
tures, than Fordgimetls tatke oflfl ' And 4- 

•gafaii m. 270. 

* I nml myleft' obliged ro Ara^ up a Lift 
ofManufa«aurtean'dCotom6dftieS.6xport- 
^d'chitt)f JVi^ftre iAtb foreign Parts, elpe- 
tMy too Bdfdhdy iicc6rding to a Scheme 
prefented to the King of Frmce hy the 
Socfety bf Merchattrs in P^w, when a 
iieMr ^d very high Impoifit'ion was laid 
upoii all FoYei^n imported GoodSj, and e- 
rpedally Matout^i^ureS, fearing left the 
lifeie tllli|K>firions Wotjld be laid by tfoBand 
and Eftgtand UpOh ^ Preach Goods ; and 
?afo frttia an Ifflpofttidn exhibited by the 
luttA Ambafladof Bond it 1658, to the 
iJOtdsStdtes-GeHiril of the Vnited^Vro-t 
vimes* 

i. < lb the 'fiiA place, great Quantities^*' f , 
of tfeket,!>hlfhe§, Sattfns, Cloth of Gold .Tr/x- 
and Silver, Taffaties, and other Silk tV'ares^'"^" /'"' 
toiade SitLrons and Tb^r/, which amount ]j|"/^^*/. 
to abbve fix Aliliiitins. «»/, -»»i 

4. * in Silk, Ribbands, taces, Paflc- f;;/'**; 
ments. Buttons, LoopS made about Paris Hoiund «a 
and Roven^ and thol? Parts, tp the Value 16581 

I e>f iwo&|illions. 

C|L? ?! *Beavc£? 
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2 3 o The Britifli Merchant, 

J. * Bcaycr-Hat§, Caftprs, Hats of Wool 
and Hair, which are made in and about 
Paris and Roaff^ to the Valae of one Mil- 
lion gnd 4 half. 

4. ^ Feathers, Belts, Fans, Hoods, Masks, 
gilt and wrought Looking-Glafles, Wat- 
ches, and other fmall Wares, to the Value 
of above two Millions. 

5. * Gloves made at Psrisy Rom^ Ven^ 
dofmcy and Clermonty to the Value of a- 
bove a Million and a half. 

6. ^ Woollen Yarn (bun in all Parts of 
Picardjy worth more tnan one Million and 
a half 

7. * Paper of all forts, made in Attoergw^ 
Poitouy Umoufifjj Champagne^ and Nar-^ 
mandy^ for upwards of two Millions. . 

8: * Pins and Needles made at Pdris and 
Normandy^ and Combs of Box, Horn, and 
Ivory, for a Million and a half 

9. * Childrcns Toys, andluch as Nur em- 
burgh Ware, or, as the French call them, 
QuincAtlleriey made in Auvergne^ for up- 
wards of 60,000 Florins* 

10. \ Linen, Sailcloth, made in BritMj 
and Normandy^ for upw^ards of five Mil- 
lions of Florins. 

11. ^Houfhold Goods, Beds, Matraflcs, 
Hangings, Coverlids, Quilts, Crcfoins, 
Fringes, and Molcts of Silk, above 5 Mil- 
lions of Florins. '" ' ^ ^ 

12. ^ Wines 
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12. ^ Wines from Gafcony^ Xantotgne^ 

^ NMfoiSy and other Places^ for above five 

< MiUions. 

I J. * Brandies, Vinegar and Cyder, for 

* 1,500,000 Livres. 

14. ^ Saffron, Woad, Soap, Honey, 
^ Almonds, Olives, Capers, Prunes, Pru- 
^ nello's, for above two Millions, 
i 15. Salt, yearly the landing of 5 or 600 

* Ships, exported from Rochely Brouaoe^ 
^ MartLH^ the Iflands of Oleronzxkdi Rtt^"^ 

At the Foot of this Account (lands this 
marginal Note: Of thefe Goods there are 
yeArlytranfpgrted above 30 Millions ^ whereof 
Holland /4i:^/ off the great efi Part. 

The Queftion then is, what thefe Milli- 
ons fliall be underftood to be, whether Liv- 
res, Florins or Crowns ? 

Firft, it cannot be Livres ; for without 
the laft Article of Salt, the reft made above 
}7 Millions of Livres. 

Secondly, it cannot be meant of Florins ; 
for that too, befides the laft Article, will 
make very httle Alteration. Therefore, 

* Thirdly, it muft be meant of French 
Crowns ; for the two Articles mentioned in 
the Accoxmt of 5 Millions of Florins each, 
and one of 600,000 Florins, and one of a 
Million and a half of Livres, being reduced 
to Crowns, will, with the other Articles 
amounting to 25 Millions, without deno? 
minating any particular Species of Coin, 
If they Sail all be underftood to be Crowns, 
! C^ 4 mak^ 
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make the \)^hole Sum «piwv4s ^ ctQ Md^ 
lioivs aad a h^f, feefi^es wb« I? tp^b^ ad4ed 
by the laft Article of Salt, andcqs^equ^Uy 
i^ake the .whoieC<wput;nt«« .^abpyf 30 
Millions very juft. 

fourthly, to this ought to be added, that 
ilp^e thxftP pf th^ Articles are fpecified to 
be either X-iV4:e$ pf Florins, the reft, which 
are AOJt io fpecified, ought to be underftood 
of Crowi^s. 

Fijfchly, Livxcs .are the moft common 
Payment in Fr^m^i ¥^^y ^^ appears by the 
Cpurfc of Exchaage between that and other 
CQ*ia(ri9S, CxQW^ are the only ufuaji Way 
of Exchaqgiog. 

. Sisjthly, ihfi reckoning thus by Crowns, 
will make Bufffpit^f^ jfifteen Millions of 
Livres, and De IV if-^ fiVie MUlwaS, fw 
frmchWin^Sj to be the veyy f^pi? Siimj 
gpd theijr DifJfeience ipB«mdy to be mw&i* 
than a Trifle. 

This Aeeojaiut of De Wu wUJ make the 
whole Exportations of Frjme to b« 
6,750,000 1. Sterling, which indeed is I^ 
than they have been valuedat by Qtbci: Wri- 
ters ; and of this the aboYemtwaitipned Mr. 
fortry^ /cited by Fnffen^rf^ loafccs |h9 
French In^iortations into Engliwd amoms 
to 2400,000 /. One ±iflg longer t0Qb(»?6 
of Mr, i^flr//jf^ Book, that it wa^ dedicate 
I xoYi^ingChsrhs II. m the Year »66|r Md 
^' itmufl have beeq a ibange Pr^^boipcioo la 
him to dedicate to his Prince an Acccu]et%9 

random. 
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laadon^ ajo^ which M «q Fonodttioa at 
i^lto-^i^jipQit ic 

It is not poflible by any Cujhm'^boape Ao- 
.cpnotjs <to $04 <opc ii9 AVaiit ;) Valoe of im- 
ported ^Gpods Apd Merchandizes frMn the 
//VMJ^A Nation : but if i |ia»e juftly jaroFcd, 
■ey«n ag^nl^ C^w^Jtoftfr Accountj^ that 
live two AfuWe^ «f fr«flSr Linens and 
Wrot^fat ^ iHtfiuaUy iwoorteic) )^o this 
K.i9g<igiiii ouil ha^^eKceeded x,4o4ooo/. 
ftr^mmi t;b$o a moderate AJlowaooe 
jforclandeftine Importations in other Arti- 
<^ Slight fiwill the whole to Mr. for/ry's 
%^fyQQjfi9o U ftr 4wmm, And yet I cm fee 
ju> £U;aion why other Articles of Ooods 
ibopld QOt berim inuppnus in osgreata 
. Psopo^oo. to lave thePoties^ as well as 
thoK 0^ Silks af^ linens. 

B^ It may b^ v«ry well wordi the Re*. 
j^s whfi^, to obfesve how it is that Mf. 
Yortry makes up his Account, and the Au- 
thority he pretwds for it. His Preamble 
X/a \M Account is a$ 6)Uows : 

ip ^ ]^ the aexi olace, ourManu&dureSii^r.ror. 
^ a;^ IIP be coafiaer'd, on which chiefly t«7**^ 
« d^ppod both the Wealth and Profpcrity '"^• 

< of thifKiqgdofli; forbythelpcreate and 
f fSncour^ement thereof, the Sub^ds are 
( fn^^oy'd in hon^ and induibious C^« 

< lifl2S,jwiiM:*in*d4aad|H:elerv'dfiromWaotj 
( ^d thoie Mi/chifl^ which commonly 
f attend Mleuefs : The People f«rn4to'd at 
I hftg^ VifMl lihiBgf both of Neceffity 
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* and Pleafurc, and by the Overplus procured 
^ from abroad, whatever for Ufe or Delight 

* is wanting. 

a. * The chief Manufiwftures amongft us 

* at this day, are only woollen Clothes, 

* woollen Stuffs of all forts, Stockings, 
^ Ribbandings, and perhaps fome few Silk 

* Stuffs, andfome other finall things, fcarce 
^ worth the naming; and thefe already 
^ namM, fo decayM and adulterked, that 
^ they are dmofi out of Efieem both at Home 
^ andjhrodd. 

J. • And this, becaufe foreign Commo- 

* dities are grown into fo great Efteema* 
^ mongftuSj as ipewhoBj undervalue and neg^ 

* leSf the Vfe of our own ; whereby that 
^ great Expence of Treafore, that is yearly 

* wafte^d m Clothing, Furnitures, and the 
^ like, redounds chiefly to the Profit of 
^ Strangers, and to the Ruin of his Ma- 
< jefly's Subjeds. 

4. ^ And this will more plainly appear, 
^ if we examine the vaft Sums of Money 
^ the French yearly delude us of; either by 

* fuch Commodities as we may as well 
^ have of our own, or elfe by (uch o- 

* thers, as we might as well in great 

* part be without : Whereby no doubt our 
^ Treafure mil foon be exhaufiedj and the 
^ People ruin^dy as this Particular may 
^ make appear, which not long fincewas 
^ delivered in to the King of rrance^ up-' 
f on a Defign he h$id to have forbidden 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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the Trade between Fr4nce zad E»gU/id; 
li^pofiog the Value of Engltjb Commo- 
dities lent into Fr/Mce, did iurmount the 
Valae of thole that were tranlported hi- 
ther. 

* There is tran^rted oar» ' 



I. 



of Frdnce iatoEnelAndy great 
Quantities of \^lvets plain 
and wrought, Sattins plain 
and wroi^t, Cloth of Gold V 150,000 
and Silver, Armoylins, and 
other Merchandizes of Silk, 
which are made at JL;<7«/, and 
are valued to be yearly worth 
2. * In Silk, Stuffs, Taffa-^ 
ties, Poudufoys, Armoyfins, 
Cloths of Gold and Silver, 
Tabbies plain and wrought. 
Silk-ribbands, and other^ch ( 
like Silk Stufis as are made at 
Tours^ valued to be worth by 
the Year above 
J. * In Silk-rijjbanda, Gal-' 
loons, Laces, and Buttons of 
Silk, which are made at P4W, I 
Rouen^ ChMimont^ St. Efitenes^ M0>000 
in Forrefisy by the Year a- 1 
l)or|t J 
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4. * A great Qmooic^ <rf} ' 
SergOB, which mi» in*^ ^acj! 



Serges made at^m- > H^Vooo 
ensy Crevttwem, BBmnff ibai\ 
other Towns in PimU% Ijy: 
the Yeat jh6T0 

5. * lajBMvter^ iDeinica(bi:1 
and Felt Haft, tande in tfliej 
City an4 SvburisiS <sf Pir«;l 
befides taaa^ochewttiiadefltt **<M><» 
i<(Wf», l4fMer,.«BdtKtii«rPk.] 
CCS, by thtVoirabcwc \^ 

6. * In Feathers, Bel^ ^t^'- 
dies, H^biads^ Fuis, M<^od% 
Masks, ! gilt and wtoiiht 
Looking-Glaflcs, Oibitt«* 
Watches, l»ia*tesv^ ^CAfes,> 
Medals, : Tabkcs, BiWcdiet^' 
and other fiidh. iiice Aftrcety 
Ware, by the Year abo^ 

7. * InPibs, NWIes; ifibx- 
combs, Troirtais»4feieft.«)nSfes,' 
and liich lifee, by die Y^^ Ji-, 
bont 

8. * In jwfbmad aiad ^im-^' 
med Glotes, that are made at j 
Paris, Roven^ VeadofmCy Clef' > 
mom, and other Places, byi 
the Year about I 



1.50^000 



ao^tt 
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9. < In Papers^ of all Sotts^J 
^ which arc-madeat ^v^»^,[ 

* and Narmandjy by the YcarJ 

* above J,' 

10. * In afi So«a of kon-T 
^ mongers Wafe% that are made ft 
^ in Forrejisj Au^uepgne^ aod o- ^ 

* ther Places^ by^cne Y«tf, a- 

* bout J^ 

!!• ^ Jh maen Gloth that^: 
^ is made io V^iPdnf and AW- • 
^ mandjiy as w«tt^ c0arie as fine, v 400,000 
^ thereis trai^rMdiatc^^En^^l 
^ /4;^^, by the Year, above J , . 

T7. ^ InHoirfbolii-StuffJconA 
' filling of Beds, Matrafles, | 

* Coverfids, BJtogings, Fringes > ico,ooo 

< of Silk^ and othtt Furniture^ [' 
^ by th« Y<e^^ above J, 

1^5^. ^ Btt Wines- from Gi^-'\^ 

* ^IfWj Nmp^isj and other Pia-- 
^ ce& on^ the River of Loire^ 
^ and alfb from Bourdeaux^ Ro- 

* chiley Nantes^ Rovepj and o- . 

* thei^ Places, ^ are tranlportcdj 

< inm- JCVr/iff»iJ. hv. flip V&ar*' 



> 600,000 



into-£^/if»^, by* the Year, j 
^ above^ I 

14. ^ hk Jfua Vifa^ Cyder,^^' 
^ Vin^ar, Verjuice, and liichS 
I like, by the Year, about S 



100,006 
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2 J 8 The Britidi Merchant; 

I ^. * In Saffron, Caftle-Soap,"j 

* Honey, Almonds, Olives,! 

* Capers, Prunes, and fuch like, > Mo,06o 

* by the Year, about . | 
j^^^^ 1 6. * Befides five or fix hun--{ ' 
/raw * dred Vcflels of Salt, loaded j 
France. < ^t Maron^ RocheUey Bouage^x 

^ the Ifle otOleroftj and Ifle of j 

* Rheey tranip0rted into Esg- j 

* /4;!i^ and HoBdndj of a very I 

< great Value. So that, as by p>^^^>^oo 
^ this Calculation, it doth ap-l 
^ pear, th^t the very yearly 

* Value of iiich Commodities J 
^ as are tranlported fi^om Frdnce j 
^ to EngUnd amounts to above J , 

Exforu ^ And the Commodities exported out of 
iimher. i England into Frdnce^ confifting chiefly of 

* Woollen Cloths, Serges, Knit Stockii^s^ 
^ Lead, Pewter, AUom, Coals, and all e&, 
^ do not amount to above Ten hundred 
^ thoufand Pounds a Year clear Lofs to this 

* Kingdom. 

BaUancto, / Whereby the King of Fr4;.r., finding 
France. it would ptove to his JLols, to fotbid the 

< Trade with EngUndj loon laid afide the 

* Defign ; however, railed the Cuflom of 

* Ibme of our Englijb Commodities, by 
^ :which means the Vent of thofe Comtnodi^ 
^ ties ss very much lejfen^d dnd hindered. 

^ Hereby it may appear how infenfibly 
I cur Treaiure will be exhaufled, and the 

^ Nation 
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< Nation beggared, whilft m ureUjly negleU 
' our own Jnferefiy and Strangers abrosd arc 
* diligent to make their Advantages by us? 

Inthefecond Paragraph, where Mr. ¥or^ 
tfj mentions the different forts of Mann- 
iadures we had then in Engiandj he does 
not fo much as name thofe of Silk, Linen 
and Paper ; from whence we may infer that 
they were, either fo inconfiderable as not 
to DC worth notice, or that we had then 
none at ail, and that they have been fmce 
that time broi]^ht to the great Pcrfcdion 
they are now in. Muji they for the fake of 
France he deflrcyed ? 

From the fourth, I muft beg leave to ob- 
ferye, that it was the Intention of the 
Irench Km^ for his Country's Good, to 
have forbid the Trade between France and 
Englandj had he, upon this Examination, 
found it prejudicial to his Kingdom, as he 
fiilpeded it was. Yet notwithftanding he 
found it, upon this View, fo extremely ad- 
vantageous to France^ and fo greatly pre- 
judicial to England^ he was fo far from 
being fatisfied with the great Gain he made, 
that he loaded our Commodities with far- 
ther Duties, to prevent the Coniumption 
of them in France^ and to encourage his 
own Manufadures. 

We have the £une reafon on our fide, at 
lead, to continue the high Duties and Pro* 
hibicions on ail his Commodities, that are 
prejudicial to our Manufa^ures : Eipecially 

fmce 
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fince we feem to htfve lod: m Oppot" 
fuaicy: of fettlii^ tbac Trade upon an ad- 
vantageous Foot. Wbfltc- caD we sow ex- 
pod from^ Fmwtf ? U iv tbht fl^pofiid that 
Frdfiw wHi do any t^iog in mete fai^our of 
evce Trade; tor tli0 Pf^tidied of its &wtif 
ffaaronor ioceudcd "WhoUy to Baver pwhi* 
bited:ic, bad i^ he&k- the tea$ ddtfifiveBt^ 
tber A» ? 

Mr. ^ftty has fliew'd us, how detrli 
inental die Trade of France was in the 
Year i<W3, bo gtves it from the State the 
Jr«»tfA thenifelves-took of it, and that St«Ke 
muft, by all impartial Men, be allow'd to 
betme. If thiS' is to be contradi<5fced by 
theMere*ter, what nmflrwe believe? It i$ 
ftohabie that the B'^^J^ at thai time took 
an Accounc of the Sate of their Trac^ 
wfthaU Nations. They wer« Aeii confii> 
deting, how to lay their DUl<ie6 on- Impor- 
tations aad Expottat^ons equally over all 
Parts^ of their Country, and' to eftablifli a 
general Tari^: At this^ time the Ddtie$ 
were various infilndry, nay ifl moft Parts 
of Prume, forae Provinces paid more, and 
others Ids^ for the fame Commodities *, and 
theConfufion w-as lb great, that the Mer- 
chants in France^ hardly- knew what Duties 
they were to pay, andthfe Kinds' Colleo- 
, tors General were unable to ftate any-exa<ft 
Account of that part of the Revenue arifing 
from the Guftoms. This occafiotfd the 
fettling the Tariff of i664> which' was the 

firfl: 
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firfi: general Tariff that ever was fettied in 
FfMce. I hope from hence, no bddy will 
think it improbable, that the French in or 
before the Year i66j, ihould take a true 
State of their Trade. 

The confident Aochots of the Mercator^ 
notwithftanding, in their very firft Paper, 
they fey, it is nard to contend with a ge* 
ncral received Notion, that the Trade to 
France was always prejudicial, yet under- 
take to make the contrary appear, and that 
it always was, and always wiU be beneficiali 
Why would they have Mankind (contraiv 
to all known Fads) believe that that Trade 
always was beneficial ? I am ftrre I have 
Realon on my fide to affirm diredly other- 
wife, that the Trade to France always was 
prejudicial, and will be lb again, whenever 
their Commodities are re-admitted by ta- 
king off the high Duties and Prohibitions. 
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The Mercator's bold JJfertion^ That tho 
the French Kjng were Mondrch of all 
Europe, Trade would run as it does 
considered and exfo^edy with fever d other 
Paradoxes he has advanced in N^ ia6, 
and the Methods by which France has in- 
creafed in Trade and Navigation. 

XHE mod remarkable Thing, and 
that with which Ilhall begin, is this, 
THO THE KJNG OF FRANCE 
WERE TO BE MONARCH OF ALL EU- 
ROPE, TRADE WOVLD RVN MVCH 
AS IT DOES. 

But how does he make it out, That Trade 
would run much as it does ? Why by fiich 
Paradoxes as thefethat follow : 

* That France neither before the War, 
^ nor fmcc, has bid fair for engroffing the 

< Trade of the World. 

^ That it cannot but make the moft con- 

* fidering Men fmile to hear People talk of 

* a Nation engrofling Trade that has no 

* WOOL for their Manufactures, and but 
^ a poor deal of Shipping for their Navi- 

< gation. 



I That 
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* That their Situation is an effedual Bar 
againft their fo much as meddling in feve- 
ral con/iderable Trades in the World. 

^ That the Rivers of Francey except the 
Rhofney and its Branches, give them no 
Navigation into any other Country. 
^ That by her Situation, France is cut 
off from Trade with the Heart of Eu^ 
rofe. 

* That /everal Rivers, whole Courle is 
out of FrAnce thro other Countries, give 
thofe Countries an Inlet into the Heart of 
Fraj$ce •, by which Ihe is fo far from en* 
erofling the Trade of the World, that 
me cannot carry on her whole Trade 
within her fel^ without exporting her 
Goods to Foreign Countries from one part 
of France J that they may be re-exported 
into another. 

* ThattheWines, Wrought Silk, Olives, 
Oil, Fruit, &c^ of Gafcogne^ LMgaedoc^ 
Jnjou^ cannot be lent to the North of 
Champagne^ or to Alfatia^ but by the w^ay 
of Holland^ or by a long Voicurc by Land, 
at an intolerable Expence, and liich as 
would ruin Trade it lelf 

* That, with the greateft part of Europe^ 
France has no Correlpondence, nor can 
trade with, but by the help of her Neigh- 
bours. - 

^ That flie cannot fail without Ships, nor 
carry by Water without Sea or Rivers, 
or make Manufadures without Wool. 

R 2 * That 
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* That the French areancapable of being, 

* connderable in Trade, beoiafe diey have 

* no Ships for their Trade, and no Trade 

* for their Ships ; that is none, compara« 

* tivdy to the Trade and Shipping of the 

* two Maritime Powers, nmch 1^ to all 

* Europe. 

* That the Dutch employ more Shipping 

< in their Fiiheries, than all the Shipping in 

* France ; and Co do the Eifglifi in die fVefi- 

< Jfw/ftt Trade. 

« That the very Coal Trade of Engtand 

* employs more Tuns of Shipping, thai the 

* whole Amount of Fr«x><ri& Shipping, either 

* at borne or abroad 

* That France has no Trade to employ 
*■ iuch Numbers of Ships, as are employed 

* either by the EngHfi or Dutch. ^ 

* That the Preach were nothing at Sta 
^ during the kft War ', that they carried on 

* only a Piratical Wju*, or if they evet fit- 

* ted out a Fleet, they were forcM to lay tip 

* their Privateers; or, When thefe were 

* manned, to lay up their Men of War. 

* That wherdbever we met their Fleets, 

* we blow*d them out of the Sea ; that they 

* durft not meet us there, or always had 

* the woift, and at laft left us the Dominion 

* of that Element. 

< That a Nation that dares not look us in 
« the Face at Sea, is not likely to prevail 
« oYCt the World in Trade. 

« That 
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^ That ib loog z&thc Effgl^Jb aod Dutch 
^ are the chief in Maritime Power, they 
< wiH <^niiiiaiid the Trade of the Worid. 

^ That a$km| a$ we encourage and im* 
^ prof e oiu: nav^Strength, this will be tlu: 
^ Secimcy of our Trade ; this will be our 
^ Security againft all Pretenders and Inv4- 
^ ders in the florid.' 

Thcfe are a Sec of very curious Maxims: 
But in defiance of them I muft inform the 
MmMor^ that tbeDominiOQ of Spdmnd 
tht SfsnifhiVtft^Indies^ joinM to the natural 
Fertility and Induftry of Fr4H£ty would 
loco eoabk this Prince to make himlelf the 
fele Monarch of all Em^opej and to leave 
England^ HolUndy and all other Countries^ 
no more Trade than what he ihall pl^ale 
not to take firom them. 

Firft, for Dominioii ; if before the lad 
War, and the fiirprij:ing Victories of the 
puke of MdrUforaaghj EngUnd^ HoUdnd^ 
Sfdi»y and GermMy^ had £> much difficulty 
to preierYe themfelves againft the (ingle 
Power of Fr$mt^ what ihould we be abl^ 
to do i£ Ffdmt and Sf^in ihould come to be 
united under one Prince, and all the Trear 
iiures of the Sfmijb Wefi-^Udies ihouid b^ 
piade to flow into Frdwe? 

But the MercMior is in no pain for our 
Trade, tho it fhou'd be broken, and tho 
England ihould be made a Province to the 
l^r^ck N^ion \ for evejj ib^n, lays he, 
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Trdnce cannot cngrols the Trade of the 
World. 

And for what Reafon? why^ firft^ be- 
caufe they have no Wool for their Manu- 
fadures; or, as in another Place he ex- 
prefles it, they cannot make Manufiwftures 
without Wool. 

Now tho I have feveral times told the 
Mercatofy that Mutton is eaten in every 
Village in Europe^ that their Sheep every 
where wear Fleeces, and that thefe Fleeces 
are generally manufadhired in the Countries 
where they grow ; nay, tho he has been 
often told, that better Wool is imported 
from Spain than ever grew in England ; yet 
all this is dill forgotten : Wool is the pecu- 
liar Growth of this Kingdom. 

I have fliewn by the Authority of Mr. 
Tuffendorf^ that innumerable forts of Wool- 
len Stuffs and Manufactures are exported 
out of France ; the Authority of Mr. De 
Wity that Woollen Yarn fpun in all Parts 
of Picardy^ worth more than a Million and 
a half, was annually exported out of France ; 
the Authority of Mr. Fortry^ that the 
Serges of Cbalonsy Chartresy &c and from 
Amiens and other Towns in Picardy^ im- 
ported into England^ were worth 1 50000 /• 
per ann. Vet all goes for nothing. France 
has no Wool, and can make no Mano^ 
fa(9iires. 

But if all this were ti:ue at prelent, 
would it continue fo be a Truth, if wq 

were 



Digit 



zed by Google 



The Trade with France. 247 

were to become a Province to that King- 
dom ? Should we then be able to continue 
our Laws againft the Exportation of Wool ? 
No certainly, we fhould be obliged to obey 
ourMafters, and to grant a Bounty on the 
Exportation of our Wool, as we do on 
our Corn, that France might have it cheaper 
than our People. 

But lallly, if there were no Wool in 
VrAnce^ why mud Frsnce be iaid to have no 
Manufacitures? Are there none but Wool- 
len Manufactures? Are not Silks, Linen, 
Paper, and divers other things Manufac- 
tures ? and are not the Exportations out of 
Trance of thefe things luperior to our whole 
Exportations of the Woollen Manufadurc ? 
But if France were to have the Dominio^ 
over England^ ihe would not fuffcr the Ex- 
portation of Englijhj any more than wq 
do of Irifb Woollen Manufactures. 

The next thing is, that the Situation of 
France is inconfiftent with engrofling the 
Trade of Europe^ quite contrary to Puffen- 
dorf^ who places it in the Center of Europe^ 
and makes the Carriage ot their Goods fo 
much eafier to other Countries. 

But, it feems, the Rivers of France let 
other Countries into the Heart of France^ 
but not France into other Countries : Thefe 
are ftrange Rivers indeed ! I muft defirc the; 
Mercator to explain them ; for my own 
parr, I think the Soame^ the Seine^ the Loire^, 
^|ie Rhojne^ are an Outlet for the Goods of 
^ ^ Frame 
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FfMce to other Countries^ as much as the 
Thames for England. And the M^fey the 
Hhiney and the MofeUe^ arc as much Rivers 
for the Carriage of French Goods to HoIUnd 
and Germany, as for bringing back the Goods 
pf thofe Countries into France. But 'tis 
ridiculous to (pend Words in provir^ that 
'tis L^ht at Noon- day. 

But one of the merriefl: things ( if it were 
poflible to be naerry when iiich Men as 
thefe would perfuade us that our Trade may 
be (afe under the abfolute Power of France) 
is, that France is not able to convey her 
Goods from one Part of that Country to 
another, but either through Holland, or by 
a chargeable Land Carriage. May not the 
Goods of Gafcogne, Anjou, or Languedoc^ 
be carried up the Sdm^ and the Branches 
that run into that River, to the Neighbour- 
hood of Alsace and Champagne ? And wilf 
the little Land Carriage then be io very 
chargeable ? Or will the Conveyance by the 
way of Holland^ the Duties in and out of 
that Country, and the feveral Tolls upon 
the Maefez,WLxh^ Rhine, be lefe Expcnce? 
Or is the Land Carriage for Silk, LineUj^ 
and Paper, fb very dear ? Yet this round a- 
bout way muft be taken to lave it: But no- 
thins is too abfurd for the Mercator. 

With what Face can he fay, that 
France has no Outlets for other Coun- 
tries, that has luch Rivers running into the 
Ocean or Mediterranean ? Has oqe of the 

mqll 
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mofl; fertile Countries no Produd to fend 
abroad? one of the mod ingenious and po<- 
lite People no Manufad\ires for Foreign 
Markets r We have found othcrwife to our 
Coft. 

But in the lad place^ this Man fays the 
JFre^ch have no Shipping for their Manufac- 
tures* This inde^ was formerly the Cafe^ 
but we have httle Reafbn to think it will 
ever be G> again. They have of late Years 
made woncterful Application to the Sea; 
they have met the united Fleets of England 
and HolUndj and come oflf* without any 

Sreat Difadvanta|;e* If they quitted the Se^ 
uring the lail War, it mull oe ownM that 
they did it to bring their whole Strength to 
bear againfl the Confederate Army under 
the Duke of Marlhorough : God knows whe- 
ther we may ever have another Duke of 
Marlborougk ; I hope we fhall never want 
one : But how the French can ever want 
either Shipping or Seamen, that have more 
Goods to export in Bulk than any other 
fingle Nation in the World, and that have 
fiicn ^a Nurfcry for Seamen yielded up to 
them' as Cape Breton^ is paft my Reafbn to 
imagine. 

The Merutor^ N^ 128. is grown out- 
rageous upon my having affirmed. That it 
would be poffible for France to engrofs the 
Trade of the World, if we ihould become a 
Province to that Kingdom. The very Sup- 
pofition pf fiich ^ thing has put hina into 
^ "^' ' ' ^ ■ ^ * ' ^l^c 
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the greatcft Dilbrder imaginable. He ha^ 
my free Confent to be as angry as he pieafes 
with this Suppoficion, for it is his own ; bis 
Words, N^ 126. are, FOR IVERE THE 
JONG OF FRANCE MONARCH OF 
ALL EUROPE, he could not do ity (/. e. 
cngrofs the whole Trade) he could not fail 
without ShifSy carry bj Water without Sea or 
Rivers ; he could not make Manuf azures 
without Wool ; he might have the Dominion 
of the Country, BVT 2 HE TRADE WOVLD 
RVN MVCH AS IT DOES. 

Certainly it was very lawftil for me to 
confute this ejftravagant Paradox ; but if 
the Author of that Paper had juft Reafbn 
to believe his Readers would be ftartled at 
his AfTertion, I might juftly exped: the 
Ra^e he has poured out for expofing it 
to them in fo cl^ar ^ View as I have done ; 
yet I muft declare my Hopes, that we ftiall 
not beconje a Province to the French Na- 
tiop, tho I (aid before, That GOb KJSIOWS 
whether we may ever have another Duke of 
Marlborough ; and I muft agree with the Afer- 
cator in this. That WE JQNOW that God is 
able to deliver us whether we have or no. 

But oblerve the Mercator^s Realbns why" 
the French cannot epgrofs the Trade of £1/- 
rope, even tho we were. to become z French 
Province ; they cannot fail without Ships \ they 
cannot carry by Water without Sea or Rivers ;^ 
they cannot make Manufactures without Wool. 
His Arguments of failing .without Ships, 
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and making Manufactures without Wool, 
arc fully anlwered ; France has Ships fuffi- 
dent for her Trade, and can increale them 
as her Trade increales. She is not deprived 
of the Power of doing this by the late 
Treaties ; and as for making ManufacSures 
without Wool, France has Wool of her own 
Growth ; I have given the Mercator Ibmc 
Reaibns to believe it, I Ihall give him other 
Reafbns now. In the Taritt of 1664, a- 
mong the Duties of Exportation out of 
France^ befides the Duties of exported 
Wool, there is a Duty of 4 Sols fer Head 
upon all Yews that are exported. France 
exaiSts fo finall a Duty upon exported Tews^ 
and yet fhall it be iaid that Nation has no 
Wool? 

But fince he has not only aflferted this,' 
but that France by her very Situation, and 
for w^ant of Rivers and Water Carriage, is 
uticapableof much Trade; and fince I have 
mentioned the Tariff of 1664, I think it 
Will not be amife to give him an ExtradJ: 
out of the lntrod,uBion to that Tariff^ which 
in the French Book of Kates lately tranflated 
into Englifbj begins fag. 10. in the follow- 
ing Words. 

^ But finding that thefe Abatements would ^^' ^""' 
^ only leffen the prefent Miferies, and give IIJ^^^^J^ 
^ our People the Opportunity to live with French 
^ more eafe, but did not tehd to bring in^^J"^^ 
■ Wealth from abroad^ and that Trade alone Tradi and 
I is capable of bringing this to fafs\ for this ^^'^^.Jf: 

< RUrpolq'''*^ 
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purpoie we have therefore iromthef>c* 
ginning apply'd ourfelves to the proper 
Means to fupporti encourage and incrc^ 
the fame, and to give all poflible Eafe to 
our Sub)e(%s therein : And in order there* 
unto have caufed a general Inqui(idoa to 
be made in all the Tolls which are raiied 
upon all the Kivers in our Kingdom^ 
which anv way hinder the Commercei or 
the transporting Goods and Merchan*^ 
dizes from Place to Place ; and having 
enquired into all the Pretences every 
where made for the raifiqg and levyii^ 
the laid Tolls, we havefopprefTedib naany 
of them, that tht Ndfi/ig4t$oj$ ofwrRivtrs 
is ^t hereby made extraordinary eafy. At cb^ 
lame time we have eftablimed Comn^ila* 
ries in all our Provinces^ to examine the 
Dueiof all our G^mmunities or Corpora* 
tions; upon which we have made fiifl) 
Kegulationsas would reduce the fame for 
the prefent, ^d afterwards entirely dii^ 
charge them : And ivk the mean time w^ 
have given a general Liberty oi Trade co 
all People, which they had been deprived 

of by the Violences afore&id. After 

this we have endeavoured to caufe all our 
Bridges^ Cau/ewajSy Moles^ BanksyVeerSj and 
\ other public k Buildings to be repaired ; the 
bad Condition whereof have been a great 
!Hindrance to Trade, and to the carrying 
of Merchandize from Place to Place. Alfo. 
we h?tve |>owejrfully eftablilhed t(^e Safety 
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and Liberty of the Highways, appointing 
fevcre Prmiihnients to Highway-men, and 
obliging the Provofts of our Uoufins the 
Marihals of Trance to a careful difcharge 
of their Office. And after having thus 
done every thing that was in our power 
to reftore Trade within the Kingdom, wc 
have afflj^d the greatefi of our Care for tht 
entourag^ifjg Navigation and Commerce alfo 
without^ as the only Means to enrich our 
Subjeds. To this end, having found by 
Experience thatStrangers had made them- 
fehres Maftcrs of all the Trade by Sea, 
nay even of the Coafting-Trade from 
Port to Port of our own Kingdom ; and 
yet the finall Number of Ships which re* 
mained in the pofTe/fion of our Subjeds 
were every day taken juft at our own 
doors^ as well in the Levant Seas -as in 
the Wejtem Ocean j we have eftablilhed 
the Impopion of 50 Sols per Ton on the 
Freight of oH Strangers Ships^ at the fame 
time difcharging thofe of our own SubjeSls ; 
encouraging them thereby to build and fit 
cut fufficient Numbers of Ships for their 
Coafting Trade : At the fame time we 
have put to Sea fo confiderable a Fleet^ 
both of Ships and Galleys, as fhould ob- 
lige the Coafters of Barbary to keep their 
Ports and Places of Retreat. And the 
better to fupprefs all manner of Piracy, 
we have refoived to attack them in their 
own Country J to the end, that having 

* fortified 
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fortified fome confiderabic Ports, we 
might be able to keep the feme in pof- 
feffioD. 

< At the lame time, we have ficured the. 
Navigation of our Suhjeiis againfl: all other 
Pirates, by allowing them Convoys o£ 
our Men of War. We have fortified and 
augmented the French Colonies fettled ia 
Canada^ and the Iflands of America^ by 
having lent our Ships thither; makings 
them acknowledge our Authority, by fet- 
tling of Courts of Juftice among them. 
Alio we have laid the Foundation for the 
Settlement of our Eaft-India and IVejt^ 
India Companies, which are now fet up 
in our Kingdom^ to our entire Satit 
fadion. 

* But altho all thefc great things are very 
much to our Satisfaction, yet the iaid 
Love which we have for our People, as 
it is every day flirring us up to forget 
what is paft, and look forward to wnat 
may furtner be done, to the Increafe of 
their Happinefs ; we have refblved to ere£l 
a CouncU of Trade^ to meet in our Pre- 
lence, and to employ to that end one 
of the Councils of the Finances, which 
for that Purpofe we Ihall diflblve: In 
which Council of Trade ihall be confl- 
dered all the Means poffible/ar the Increafe 
and Encouragement of Trade both within 
and without our Kjngdom\ and alio OF 
MANUFACTURES, which having been 

I happily 
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happily performed in the firft Day of their 
Mectii^, we have made known to all our 
Companies, as well Sovereign as Inferior, 
to all Govcrnours of Provinces, and their 
Intendaats, how tender a regard we have 
to the Prolperity of the laid Commerce, 
with Orders to them to employ all that 
Authority which wc have committed to 
them, for the Protedion of the Mer- 
chants, and to do Juftice to them, even 
with preference to others, that they may 
not be injured or cheated, or any way 
difcouraged in their Bufmels. And wc 
have by Circular Letters invited the Mer- 
chants to addrcls themlelves directly to 
us, upon all Occafions; and to depute 
fome one of their Body near our Perlbn, 
to prefent to us their Memorials and Peti- 
ons; and in cafe of Difficulty, we have 
appointed a Perfon to receive all their Pe- 
titions, and fbllicit for them at our Ex- 
pence. And we have ordained there Ihall 
always be a Houfe appointed for that pur- 
pofc. We have alio relblved to employ 
a Million of Livres yearly for the Settling 
of ManufaBureSy and the Increafe of Na^ 
ligation. But as the moll effecJbial Means 
for the reftoring of Trade, is the lelTen- 
/ ing and regulating the Duties upon Goods 
and Merchandizes coming in and going 
out of the Kingdom, we have appointed 
our Trufty and well-beloved the Sieur 

[ Colbert, 
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* Colbert^ Counfcllor in our Royal Council, 

* and Inrcndant in our Finances, &c. 

Has the French King taken focii Gate to 
under eafy the Naingation of his Rivers ? 
Has he applied the greatefi of his Care for 
the encouraging Navigation alfo mthoat ? Has 
he laid fuch mpofitians on Strangers ShipSy 
difcharging at the fame time thoje of his orvm 
Srdjeas ? Has he been at the Charge of Con-' 
voysy to fecure the Navigation of his Suh^ 
jeBs again fi Pirates ? Has he ereCted a Coun^ 
cil of Trade for the Increafe and Encourage^ 
tnent of Trade both mthin and without his 
Kjngdomy and alfo of ManufaEfures ? Has 
he employed a MiUionof Livres yearly for the 
fettling of ManufaSfures^ and the Increafe of 
Navization ? And does the Mercator go on 
to ten us that France is uncapablc of Tra^e 
or Navigation? 
The een- Thcre is not a Country fituate more than 
milr! Fmw^ in the Center of all Europe f And 
clrrfage docs her Situation then difqualify her for 
the'ykave increafmg her Trade and Navigati0n? Does 
** ^»*°^«- file want an Out*let to the Sea, when fhc 
has at icaft 700 Miles of Coaft to the Ocean^ 
and between two and three hundred to the 
Mediterranean? Or does (he want an Inland 
Navigation from the very Heart of that 
Country to the Coaft? I have the Map of 
France lying before me at this very time • 
and befides numberlefe other Rivers empty- 
ing thcmfeives on the Coaft^ when I view 
the Seyn^ the Loire^ and the Garone in the 

Ocean, 
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Ocean^ ai^thc Rhojhe in thcMedi f err Meatf^ 
andtlie inoumerabie Branches running into 
thofe Rivers, I am not able to fee a Town 
or City of any Note in all FroMcey at any 
confiderable mftance fiom Navigation, ex- 
cept in the Province of LMguedoc ; and the 
Want there has been (applied by a Royal^ ^^ 
Canal, at the Coft of the PreMch King, by ^2^ 
which he has made a Communication hyru^* <» 
Water thro the veryHeart of his CountryJ'JSi^ 
between the Ocean and the MeHterrdtnM. 
I cannot conceive of any Country how it 
can be rendered, either by Art or Nature^ 
more capable of Navigation. Can FrMce 
fend from all Parts by Water-Carriage to 
the Ocean, or the MediterrMeany her Pro- 
dud or Manufa<3tires, which are too much 
for the Conlumption of her own People^ 
and by the fame Conveyance back again, 
receive things of foreign Growth, which 
arc ufeful for her Manufadures ? And then 
is flic not capable of performing the whole 
Exportation and Importation between her 
felf and other Countries, in Shipping of 
her own? I defire thibti this Man will ex- 
plain to his Readers what it is he means^ 
when he tells them, that the Frer^ch cannot 
carry byWater without Sea o? Rivers: She 
has both Sea and Rivers fiifficient for her 
Water Carriage; and CAPE BRETON IS ^ 
YIELDED TO HER, which will provej^' 
perpetual Nurfery for Seamen* 

Vol. II. S I 
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' I hope there is no maDoer of Danger of 
our ever ' Beiomihg^ a "^^rb'^inte tct IsfMce^ 
bat Ur 'as ci)fltinttet at Wdependcrit jfe We 
cstL 6kX\se; \ btlrdVfi rhavir to emioeh xxf 
da»oiiftr«e^ fli^r there lY ntrwinrcl^^esf 
of Rivets to thif Nation,' to rbaditi\s6iccm- 
ftdeAbfe In Commdrdfew Natvigatiobr ^ 




pfiifeflt Klflg: 

judged >ef3f rightty, -ks-.tsexrifefied innB^ 
VxanaQi I* haVe fiientioned,' tMrlVadewaff 
ffee- Ofrfy Way of tffto|ft»g ifl'^Wealthrfroirf 
Abtdad. '* " -"■^3?'^ . — ^ — - ' — 
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E;ifra^i of two EdBf of! the French. 

^.aper if made m-R*ance /or lefsthhn 
htilf the . (phce it is in England,, 

an4r why n is. 

c nufdElureu workj cheaper thu)i>.tbe 
^' English, with're/peSi to the Quantity, 

and Quality of their Work. 
Jfj the - French ©<//, .of Commerce. flfould » 
r-pdfit tk.Englifh <Papsr Mdut^M' 

tufe Mufi be^-rukiedj 

heretofore annually imported, > froifi * 
France, either fairly or clandejiinely. 

JRRE Toffh* Kf fig's CowKily^abibithg 
the Exportation of old LineHy old ClotheSf 
RugSf. &e. 1697. 

* ' I ^ H E King having been informed, 

* J. TJiat the Exporting old Linen, old 

* Ciotne% Rags, &c. is a very coniidera- 

* ble Prejudice to the Manufa(aures of Pa- 

S 2 - . P^r 
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< per and Cards of this Kingdom, had or- 

* daincd, by a former Arret of the 28th of 
^ Januatyy 1697, That the faid Goods fliould 

* pay 12 Livres^^r hundred Weight upon 
^ their Exportation, mftead of 6 Livres/^r 

* hundred Weighty payable by the Tariff 

* of 1664 : but his wid Majefty having 

* fince that being informed. That notwith- 
' {landing doubfe Duty, divers particular 

* Merchants continue to export tach great 

* Quantities ont of the Kingdom, as would 
^ caufe a Scarcity thereof to the Manuj&c- 
^ turers in the Provinces aforelaid ; for Re- 
^ medy whereof his Majefty ordains, and 

* hereby makes an exprefs Prohibitioii to all 

* Pcrfons, of what Rank or Condition fo* 
^ ever, to export out of the Kingdom, 
^ without his Permiflion, any old Linen, 

* old Clothes, or Rags, from the Disty of 

* the Publication hereof, upon Pain of 
^ Confifcation, and three thouland lAvics 
^ Fine, of wnich the third part to the In- 
^ former. 

Dofie at Verfailles, 
May 29. 1697. Signed, 

Da JdfMff. 



[4RRET 
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The Trade with France.' i^i 

ARRET of the Kjn^s Council^ takhg 
off the Duties of Exportation ufon all Cloth 

r cf Gold and Silver y and Silksy and upon 
Paper y Fafi-board and Cards'^ and mode* 
rating the Duties upon £tuffs of Wool^ 
and Thred Linen-Cloth^ and other Mer- 
chandizesy December 24. 1701. 

^ T lAewife his Majefly ordains, That for 
^ *-' Paper of all Ibrts, White, Brown, 
^ Blue, and all other Colours; Books print- 
^ ed, bound, and not bound ; Cards, Paft- 
^ boards, and Cardsto play with, going out 
* of this Kingdom into foreign Parts, there 
^ Ihall not be paid any Duties at alL 

Done at Vcrlailles, 

Decern. 24. 1701. Sign'd, 

Philippeaux. 

By thefe two Abftrads of the French 
King's Arrets it may be perceived how care- 
fid he is of his Manufactures in general, 
and of that of Paper in particular. 

There are feven Provinces inFrance where ne Pr^^ 
the Manufiidure of Paper is fettled, i;/j::;;.w»ww» 
Champaign ey Normandy^ Brittany^ Jugou-^l^^^ p^^ 
moiSj Perigordy Limouftny and Auvergne \per is 
the three iaft Provinces are full of large Fo-^''^^ 
refts of Chelhut Trees, and abound fo much 
fp that kind of Fruit, that the common Pco- 



Digit 



zed by Google 



i62 The Britlfli Merchant 

pic have no other Food all the Year rouod^ 
and no otherDriqkbut Water ;^fo:that'thcy 
can a(K>rd their Work Tcry cheap, an'diio 
it next'to toothing, except tome of the qpper 
Workmen, who earn a Imail Salary by the 
French Ptf-Wcck. This^is ft) ttuc, that coufiderabJe 
f^'27'P^^ceIs or4>aper witre imported latety from 
the ifuties thcncCj altho tlte~0aties paid here exceed 
0f Cent. Qjje hundred /^r'Cf/i/. on the firft Coft, not- 
l^\hT' withfhmdiflg which the French Merchants 
prime Ceft^rc able to iraderfell as ; and (bmt of them 
•iiobr-ag, that as'fbon as the Parliament is 
^p, ihey w^ll iaqport^reat Quantities, whe- 
ther die Iwgh Duties be taken off or no ; 
but bei^g in hbpds to lucceed in having 
them tfikcfi d^ J^^^Y forbear a-vvhrle im- 
porting, to fee the Event, and to fave, if 
they can, the ^^perC^nt. ©uty which is 
now pafid^c^n French more than «pon any 
other foreign Paper ; whiclh, if it fhoxxXd 
'ha{^Q, would prove the entire Ruin of the 
Paper Manufadhire of this Kingdom. 
ACompa- If Chcihvt^, and fuch-Hke fcont^meous 
f£!if^rif Produ<^ion« of tlic Ear^^h, far which tve arer 
fWo/^/i&f'chicily Wholdeo to ivfeture^ very liti^e to 
trench cJ-the Lsfeour of Man^ are tbejgreaDeftpart of 
SJac. the Subfiftence of tiie People employM in 
tmrers. thc P^^T Manufadfcire of Frmce^ there am 
be little doubt of their living at lefs Wages 
thaii cur E^pigltlb labouring People : Even 
my Adverfary would not iiave the Confi- 
djence to a(fert that a Bellyfiill x>f Ghet 
nuts, which grow without tiie Labour of 

Man* 
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feni ThafJ foft as much, a^^^ Belly full of 
Breadj whkh'|>^^ much ro the Plough- 
man,, the ^^eecilman, the Reaper,, the 
Ifhreflier^ the Milk Bakerj and in- 

numerable other Labpure who have be- 
ftpw'H fonj'e \^^^ upon every Lo^f that 
was ever ^aten. . Our People therefore ,arc 
TubfiftedA^^^ the Frmch 

Manuf^aurers for almoft nothing. . , ; 

,^ut for all^this, he will not yieI4 !;li^t 
|ll^ J^renck can work cheaper : That they 
mjiX%%!^^jW fork a pajfoKlefs 

Momi'thM 4/?,^Engliihman5 ^mj, k tmt\ 
that they m^ liye an an Onion and a Qraught 
V ff^ater^ a Bunch of Grapes^ and a Piece of 
fr/ad^jfhileth^ Engliih Workman has. his 
Beef and hisPudding^ this may k true : But 
^ere is a great Difference between working a 
Jp4j, and doing a DjTs W^OK/C; ^nd that 
without ^ boa fling pfour own^ he undertakes ta 
flhp '^^^l ^M^ other People will work a Day for 
iefs * Money than the Englifh, no Nation in ths 
World win DO SO MVCH in a Day as tbi 
]gngfiih, or do THAT WORK, SO WELL. 
And he to avoid being partial in favour of his 
awn Country^ appeals for the Truth of it ta 
the /very Foreigners themfelves that live i- 
mong us, 

^ He acknowledges here that the £/2^//j^ 
Workman muft have HIS BEEF and His 
"PVDplNGj while he is contented to allow 
* the Frf;?f^ Manufa<3;urer only ^;? Onion and 
f Draught of Water ^ a Bunch of Grapes y and 

§4 ^ 
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4 Piece of Breadj which is certdnly the 
cheaper Diet of the two; and yet as cheap 
as it is, the People cmployM in their Paper 
Manufadure, are very few of them fo well 
fed : Their chief Diet is Chefiiuts, which is 
not quite lb dear as what we give our Hogs. 
Here then we have his CoDfeffionj that 
the Subfiftence of the People in France is 
much cheaper than it is in England ; and 
yet if that of their Paper ManiSadurers is 
chiefly Chefnuts, it is ftill a great deal 
cheaper than he has acknowledged : With- 
out having recourfe to the Redu(2;ion of 
their Coin in France^ and the cheaper Wages 
there upon that account, there can be no 
queftion that aBulhel of Chefnuts is to be 
purchasM for lels Silver than a Bufiiel of 
Bread Corn. 

But then the Mercator urges, that there is 
great Difference between working a Day and 
doing a Dafs Work^ between working for 
lefs Daily fVages^ and doing as much Daify 
Work ; and he undertakes to lay, That no 
Nation in the World will do fo much Work in a 
Day^ or do that Work fo well ; and for the 
Truth of this, he afpals to the Foreigners 
themfelves that live among us. I accept of 
his Appeal, and will be content to abide by 
their Determination. 

I have had the Curiofity to enquire into 
the Paper Manufadhire, and I find that five 
Pair of Hands are employed at every Fat ; 
that fo many Hands are neceJflkry in Eng^ 

lani^ 
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Uniy and that more cannot be uied in 
Francu I am taught too by our own Ma- 
nu&dorerSy that they do not diipatch herb 
above eight Reains of Paper in a Day at a 
fingle Fat, and that they difpatch above 
nine in frsnce with the ^e Number of 
Hands ; and yet I believe there is not any 
Man in England fe hardy as to affirm, that 
either ours, or indeed any Paper in the 
WorH exceeds that of FrMce. 

I would not be thought to affirm, that a 
Trenchman^ with his Bcllyfiill of Chefiiuts, 
or with this Man's 0;?/(7;i and a Drdught cf 
Watery with his Piece of Br eddy and a Bunch 
cf Grafesy can have as much Strength as 
aa Englifimdn mth his Beef and Pudding: 
but there is a Slight of Hand in almoft every 
Manufiidure that is much more neceflary 
than Strength ; and 'tis plain, that we are 
not yet arrived at that Slight^ if a Fat with 
five Pair of Hands, in France^ is able to 
work ofT more Reams of Paper than the 
fame Number of Hands can do in Eng-- 
land. 

If the French Manu£idurers can live on 
Chefiiuts, poflibly not a fourth part of the 
Price of our Englifi Dicty fiirely they may 
be able to work for a third part of tl^c daily 
WagQS that are giyen in England. And if 
with all this the &ne Number of Hands can 
difpatch more Reams of Paper in a Day than 
can be done in England^ it is not to be won- 
dered at, that with the prefent I5utie§, ex- 
ceeding 
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^tciSSg tifif.ferCeh;. 'on 'French Wp^r; 
tlie Ww^llfe bevertMefs iBfe io unaerfeU 
^btir r^ffj^ Minufai^ iBut tSeir very 

"un^erfciHiig'df uS^ under the prefpnt jLo|d 
'fiflDuf^iei IS aiiotEer Demonftratioil, tfiat 
thfe Fr>/ir)bwbYTc mo^e and better ^P Jfcr 
tr^fs Wigc^ din the Paper-makers in this 
K^ihgffda. . 

What then mufl be the^onie^uejice^ ,'if 
4 5 p/r Cent^ of the^refen t Duties oxi French 
Paper fhduld be tak^n pfl^ ^urluant to the 
T^te Treaty of Commerce ? Then there is 
an iEnd of omEnglijh MahufajStiire. 

Before the Revolution, tliere was hardly 
't^xi^ other Piper madp in England , than 
broWn; but the War eijii^ing, and )>urii^s 
Being laid from tiniie to time on foreign t^a- 
|)er, it gave fucl| Uricpuragement to f he l?a- 
per-makers, that mofl of them ^^n to 
make white Paper lit forWiciqg ana priat- 
ing; and they have brought itoy degrees 
to lb great Perfedliofif botli for Quantity 
and Gdodneft;, that they make now ne^r 
two Thirds of what is ,conlum'^d i(i Cireat 
TSritkin ; ^nd feyeral of them make it as 
^hite and as well bejarlng as any^ conaes 
frorii abfoiad, as Sir WilU^fn HumfhreySy 
Mr. Basytty . and feve'ral others, can wif- 
ntfs. And I make no d6u|)t^ ifjfurther 
Eht6\iragenient was given them, h^ taking 
fiff the 1 2 per Cent. Excife, which was late- 
ly laid lippn home-made Paper, and which 
by the multitude of Officers biirigs in little 
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tnr jiochiiig to tfag Queen, ^nd tUelindxik 
\fer'Q!iHt. <for ap Efltiiyaleiit t6 tbfe Fond) 
Y^asiaid.wbn lOutfandifh Paper, but tMc 
they couldin a little itmeinakti^enojagh to 
Wpty ^^ ^^ Ocdafions of ^thaNatios, 
there KeiDg^>0ye T26-FatS tvirhin 60 MiltSNtmhrff 
of !iyj>A>*,/befidcsfdvcraa more^iare^^^ 
^t^d^ij^tUndy tvKfch iU (mote 6r left) mafcc'^t^ 
^hite ftipeiv and will toidotibtcdly go 'on 
daijy improvii^ «ud itereaEng mt Tlfirffal 
MamifacStitfe,, 5 the t()refcnt.high Dttttes'b: 
Jkcpt.on Fr^w* Pi^, beii^ thirt whfchthey 
dfiedd moid, ty-rcafon*of its ektraordmaiy 
^Ch^^ipneis. ^. 

The fteceffity of, having wfirtae aiidrt*B«i#- 

trintfng Paperis \v!eH fcnOwta to evepywdy ;£i^ jy^ 
ut it will not 'perhaps be anrifs to nkke iCfMamrc!^ 
9pf>e^ bow i)rofitaibfe -tod 4Miiclidd iihat^*^'** 
Maoiufkdhire is to Great Britaik m^JF^- 

Rags, are the taain Ingredicrit Paper tsffr. 
made ^f, which were formerly caft away^ 
and dirpwn fo the DonghiU, bdt are iiovtr 
gathered with greit Care hywiot Pec^Io^ 
who jet hoflcftly .their Livehhood by;i^ 
and would otherwife beg their Bread : Thiis 
employs abondance of HaAd^ Whenthefe 
RaKs are githeredj thfey are bi'dti^t to the 
Mi^ and this ftill cte^oys more Hamfe; 
^fter they are Jn the MiilL they let theitt 
lie a while till, they tfrt ftmcientiy racUow 
or rotten^ and diebput them fiito the Tflbs 
pnder the Hammers, to be beiaten into i 
kind of lelly or tyhite Subftaface lobkirijg 
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like MUk ; and being thence carried into th^ 
Fat, the chief Workman, opon aPattof 
Molds for that purpofe, takes up the Sheets 
or Water Leaves, (of which he makes 4 or 
5000 a Day, more or lels, according to the 
Size and Weight of the Paper.) Thefe 
Water Leaves, after being well prefled be- 
tween two Felts, and the Water well drain- 
ed out, are carried up into the Garrets or 
drying Rooms, and there hung upon a Mul- 
titude of Ropes to dry : and from thence 
being brought down again into the (izing 
Room, a Liquor is there prepared for fixing 
or gumming every Sheet ; the Paper which 
is for printing being«but moderately fiz^d, 
but that which is for writing nicely, that it 
may bear Ink. 

This Paper, after fizing, is a fecond 
time prefs'd, and carried up into the Gar- 
rets, and hung upon the Ropes to dry once 
more j and then, with a great deal of Care, 
and hard Labour, prefsM a third, a fourth, 
and a fifth time, to make it fmooth and of 
a good Grain j and then put up into Quires 
and Reams. 

Now confidering how many Hands every 
individual Sheet of Paper goeth thro be- 
fore it is brought to Perfedion, 'tis plainly 
perceived that a great Number of People is 
employed in each Mill: then thofe who 
gather the Rags up and down in all the 
Counties of England^ and bring them to 
the Mills; thofe who make the felts, which 
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takes op a good Quantity of Wool, being 
very thick^ and for every Sheet of Paper, a 
Piece of Felt of the fime Size, or a little 
larger; the Rope-makers, the Mould* 
makers, the Carpenters, Wheel-wrights, 
Timber- Merchants, Smiths, (for this work 
coniumes a great deal of Iron, by the Ham- 
mers bearing perpetually upon the Iron 
Plates) and fcveral other Trades, who de- 
pend upon the building and keeping the 
Mills in repair ; thofe who fell Allum, Cop- 
peras, Cuttings and Parings of Gloves, 
Parchment and Leather ; all which are ufed 
in the fizing or gumming of Paper : All 
thefe Things confidered, it cannot be de- 
nied, but a vaft many People get their Live- 
lihood, or receive a Benefit, oy this ufcfiil 
and ingenious Manu£idure. 

There is ftill one farther Ufe I would 
make of this Information, which I have re- . 
ceivedfirom the Paper Manufadurers of this 
Kingdom ; and that is, to compute by it, 
as I nave done in the Articles of Linen and 
wrought Silk, the Value of Paper which 
was heretofore annually imported from the 
French Nztion. 

Upon the Interruption of our Frwfi& Com- 
merce, we have increaied our Importation 
of Paper firom other Countries, and the 
Manu&dure of this Commodity in Great 
Britain. Indeed the Manufa(^re of white 
Paper is almoft entirely new in this King- 
dom* . . X . -» 

If 
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I£ itflwUbeiaid^Wfi-arcinot ijch^ now, 
tlia|i.\i{ewec0.fi»me):l};y aiid if;oi)r l«£e Ex- 
cilesi . 00 Bapex. m^^ it credible . tb^c. qut. 
ConfiMnptiQaof ^t.isAQ^greatpr.than l>«%e. 
oju;.%ft\W£at.wifh FtffKt, then wJiad[«c7ifuri 
wciliave. incre^Ted. ia. tl^^ Mwnfii<^e.at. 
home, oria th<^ Jmpoctaxtnlui.Qf <iCi ttom . Qt, 
ther. Ceiintnes, is^f<K.j]]n^ttlofti tQ.Br4tKfi, 
theix the. wlwle. Qiuuutty: . of. tms^Iivcsreaie; 
wa$< aAiu^y iQ^9ii:ed;. firoim. tbaC| Kiog^t. 
dom, " 
^»£p*- Oac.liutuire(jyajod'tw/jnty lii»ts..withi^ .doj 
/«r!M«»«'Mi6fZ^0/^fffQi:whitfB«{»eMt^RcaiDS^ 
/Mffur* in nojift pjrodnce near 500,009 Rf ams^er ^»/*. 
2^'J;i andif.^thoTe:iof,rori&|&wand>Sfo//4»</, togc,. 
ti>e g««». thci: .with .thclncrcafe of oujr , Impoitatioas ; 
g3^«"«^ bomAtdji^a^HaUndv ihaU he., allowed ta. 
produce above 100,000. Reams, rnpre. fox. 
theConlunjption of this Kingdom, (as they 
i certainlyido, if the whole Paper Manufacr 

• tuce.of fl»fi*l» is but. twp .Thinds of our > 

w^l^Xonfinnption) the Whole QuaQtity. 
madclia.tbis , Kingdom, or imported from. . 
other." Couorries inftcad, of. Fr'mch 'Pfpei, 

then luch therefore muft have .bcaaAur»aa«- . 
jind the nual jlniportatjoo ^iOjaFj^viy,. aad-thsLyA- 

amouoced jto 1 coyxio /.. ptt, Anaum^ 

Ou£ C«/f 0s>5^u((;/ Acccitbts theajnay . tell* 1 
uixhe, Vialiicof ,Qo..or.50,.or..40,ooo./.. fer^ 
.^ff«avWas.anoHaUxii^rtedl£a)mFr4M^ 
the* reft of the Sum of loc^ooo/. ferAtH 

»um 
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* "XTjOy. have lately given us, thg Au- 

* Tf a(ie'anii Maiiufa^ures. " 1 have ftijty ou ' 

* here the Words of a living Authoi: upon 

* the lame Subjedt, and^th.?. va(l,BalIance 

* France foTmci\y hid igii.miijE,figU)id. My 

* Author, I believe, would take it ill not . 
to be thought Xs coriMerabre asaay or 

? the Perf6^iSs^you have cited; andifoxtgy 

* own part, I fhirik he has treated xhisias 
^ \yell as ever ne* did any other Spbje^. 

* My Author is the il^ weir, and his Words 

* are as follow . 

-r iC ; lit 1^ 

Review^ N^^8^. 54^/zr^^ Decern. 1 5. I7P4» 

*^ It lies before us to coufider our IVadc, 
^* as it (lands with relation to Fr^i^^^. 

r r ^ ic 
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272 The Britifli Merchant] 

^^ tt is apparent that/ except as hereafter 
*^ exccptea, ourTrsdemrhFtzncc^ fiippofe 
^ the War over, Jtands on d better Foot tbdn 
" ever it did thefe UJt ^oTesrSy or indeed ever 
^^ before. 

^^ French YzStxionSj French Wine, and 
*^ French - — — grew tip io much in the 
^[ Reign of King Chsrles the Second, that 
^ in (pice of all the English Goods we could 
*^ vend in Francey we traded with them to 
^ our Lois, and the Ballance run 800,000 /. 
<* p^r Annum againjt usy which we were oh- 
*^ liged to make good by Bills* 

^ I defire to lay this Cafe a little open as 
^ fhort as poflible, and be particular in the 
^ Goods we lent thither, and received from 
<^ thence, becaufe it will be very informing 
^ to the Schemes I ihall have occafion to 
? draw;. 

We lent to FrMce in chie^ 

Borttof Woollen Manufa<3iires, as, 

Goods ex* 
fomd to 
france. 



Cloth, 


Herrings^ 


Stockings, 


. Coais, 


Hats, &c. 


Lead, 


Leather, 


tafi-Indid Goods; 


Tin, 


Copperas, 


Sugars, 


Wool in abun- 


Tobaccos, 


dance. 


Wrought Iron, 
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We lecdved fiofii thence, Andhif 

ptrttd 

Salt, Paper, '■""*♦ 

Wine, Rozin, 

fiiandies, Pnians^ 

Linens^ Pickles^ 

Wrought Silks, Periumes, 

Glom, Preferves^andnuin- 
Hats, berlefs nameleB 

eJai^ Toys. 

^ The Gentlemen that have been con- x6(^»r/,c 
** vpsfiuit in Trader koow very well, that '»d Bran. 
« die Winei Mi Brsttdies of France foi^iV 
*^ overfoivered sU our Exports thither, that«iir Ex" 
*' thoe was no Pixiportion between thef"""* 
*< Pardadars <» eitiKr ^e, bat that any 
^ £ngle Article of Liquids demanded more 
^ M<»iey than /tU our Trsde to them could 

^ Thus flood the Stace of aax Trade to 
^ Jr4ff(f when the late War began; and let 
<' any Man, that fays Fi-j/y^e has|Dot loft by 
*^ the War, compare the State of their 
** Trade tx> En^Uady as it was at the end 
^ of thelaft^H^, and will be at the end of 
*< this (if ever it ihall end) and they will 
*^ join widi me in this, that France has an 
« irreparable Lois, wliUch ihe ihall feel in 
** Trade for 50 Years, and perhaps ever 
** after the War; a Lois that has fo turned 
** the Scale of Trade againft her, that as 

Vol. It T ** Ihe 
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^^ fbe traded v/ith us Soo^ooo /. per Annum 
^ to lier Gain before, ihe mvSk trait as 
*^ much to her Lofsy which is above a Mil- 
** lion and a half difference every Year, 
^^ general Ballance of Trade. I ihall proceed 
** to make this plain in the next Paper. 

^ Again, Rtview Number 86# Saturd^ 
" Decemb. 30. 1704. 

" I am upon the Article of cur Trade 
*• with France, or rather the/r Trade with 
^^ us. I have noted how at the beginning 
** of the Rupture between the Kingdoms, 
*< the French Trade to England wascarry^ 
<^ vaftly to their Gain and our Lois, by 
^ reafon of the prodigious Export of their 
*< Liquids, Silks, &c. 

** Before I go on ferdicr wirfi theParti- 
" cularsofthepfefent State of this Trade, I 
^^ am to ibew how it is £dlen from beii^fe 
^^ much to their Advantage, to its bei£^ now 
*' as much to ours ; and here 'tis neceffary to 
^^ examine our own Afiairs a little. AMuI- 
^^ titude of French Refugees throii^ng into 
>^ this Nation, on Account of R^^on, 
^ or Pretence of Rd^on, (let the Un- 
^* charitable judge .which way they pleafe) 
^' theie People being, generally ipealui^ 
^^ all Mcchanicks, feU immoliately to 
^^ Trade^ in order to get Bread^ fome to 
^* one employment, ibme to another : As 
" a great many of them fell upon oar 
*^ Woollen Trad^ lb they . generally kw 
** clined to work our Wool into foch kind 

^ of 
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«< of Goods as they had been accuftomed 
*^ to work in their own Countries, rather 
** than to ML into our Manu&dore^ 
^ which they did not imderftand. From 
^ hence it appears, that among our Com- 
<' bers, Wool-SpinnerSy Broad Cloth or 
^ Serge^makers, you have few or noFreaeh, 

<< The firft E^rt of the Fretub fUt^sutk 
<* gees, was onr thin hUek Crsfts, 4 Mmu- crtfu 
** faHurt fttrelj their own j and I refer to J^^^ 
'* the Memory of People converfiint msifmitth 
** Trade, how univerlally it pleaied our 
<< People ; io that the leaft Quantity of 
^ Wool that ever was heard of in a Gar- 
*' mtat^ iagolymg the room of a Suit of 
^ Clod^ it became a general Habit^ and 
'* the Ladies of the beft Quali^ b^an to 
^ appear in a Gown and Petty-Coat under 
** 35 Shillings, till the Meanne^ of the 
** Price giving every Servant an Oj^rtu- 
** nity to be as fine as her Miftrefs, it grew 
^ a little oblbleteamoi^ the Women, then 
<< the Men fell into it. 

*< And dgMfMf in die fame Rtview: As the 
** Fre$uh ReWees apply'd thcmfelvcs to 
** Indi^ry anoLabour, they not only 'vorotinrMd- 
*' troduced Alterations in our WxmjSzQ-nufaftmrit 
« tures, hyfetting affueh forts of fVooSenl'p^'* 
^ Goods 4S were before mtie in France, but thta imve 
<• as in like Cafes it always happened, they^** ••^ 
« b^an to ered fuch French Maaufa<aurcs^X'' 
'* as we ded to have in great Quantities France «» 
« fiom them, fuch as Hats, Glafs, Paperj^^^lj;-* 
T a ** Luftrings^ ' 
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« Luftrlngs, Canvas, SaH-Cloths, andfefci;* 
« ral ibits of WfOBght SiHcs. 

'* The two fiirftof thefc we have ^o- 
*« lutcly maftercd, and bought them to 
** fuch aPcrfedion, as that in open Trade 
** they are eontettt to receive them from as ; 
** and the other are in a great meafiu-e im- 
" prov'd, and in a profoea of Increafe. 

*' By this Method, five exceeding great 
** Articles of our Import from thence are 
" leflened, if not quite funik ; and here thofc, 
" Genti«ncn who cry out our Mahu&c- 
*' tures fink, and are made itbro^d, wotild 
" do well to confider, wheilier we do no? 
*' daily inaealc in making other Manu- 
*• fa^ares, as well as in loMngfomeQjran- 
<* tities of our own : but thele fl^maticH 
* Gentlemen are for doing any Country 
** JiAice but their own. 
Gi«/},H4«, « The Manufa<aiu-e of Glafs aijd Hacs we 
^f'nslui^ h*ve abfoluteJv and entirely made our 
c?/I*4»i** ®w*» *5 ^^ bdtore noted; and I (hiok t 
Canvas. « necd not ipend my own Time^ or the 
** Readers, to tell them, Thtt Lufirhgs or 
« pUiff hUck SilkSf Paper, and S4*l-Cloth, 
** are wonderfully improved, vaft Qoanti; 
*« ties of them made in EngUndf and gre*f 
" Numbers of our Poor ddify emphyed tM 
^- them. If any Man requires me to de- 
** fcend to Particulars, 1 can inform them of 
"near 50 white Paper-Mills, which make 
« now extraordinary good Paper for the 
5*, Prcls and for the Pen, which within thdc 
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^ few Year$ was not to be fonnd in this 
** Nation. The U/ftrii^'ComfMnjt cm 4*- 
H fvtr.ftr tin Silks,- and the Muttitade of 
^ boomf at work on Qaitvts and SMl-Cloth 
** will prove mttch of the other. 

'^ i wave here what Uie I could make of 
*^ thi» Matter with reipeA to the ftipplyiog 
<* our People with Manufa<3iires, obtained 
<* to this Nation by Encroachinent ftom 
*^ our Ne^hbonrs, as a thing remote from 
<< thePorpofe: But thus far it aniwersthe 
*f. pfdnK AfkkB', ^aitCs Articles have funk 
/'.exceeding our joiq^oits of Goods £rom 
** Frsftcf. . 

^ Bdtxbis was not aU; as fbon as the PrMu. 
« firft Wat broke out, the Itrid Proh^ionf;^ 
** of Wines iuid Brdttdies from Fruice, andwfe, and 
*^ more particularly the high Duties on thole BMa-^y, 
" taken iy Prize, put a check to the vsAllfi,*^ 
^ InmortariofiS from thence ; and that Wat tut «» 
*? hoUing fo exceeding lona, the Portmgal'^'^^^^f** 
.** Merdiants fbon cnlargea their Trade^yv»jiFr'eSb 
^ and filled the whole Nation with their ^/»>rf4. 
« Wines. 'Tis true, their Wines being''""- 
^ heavy and ftrong, did not at flrflpleafe, 
** and we hattketM after the old Claret of 
:*^. Botffdeaux; bat in time the Quantities 
>^ wore- of^' and the Merchants found out 
** Ways and Means either to bring the 
. ** Pflrf«^ek;fWineto our Palates,or Cuftom 
.« brdu^ onr Palates to the Wine : So thit 
. ** we D^an to forget the Fnneh Wines, and 
'•< like the other well enough. And for 
'" J i <*.this 
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^^ this Reafbn I confcfs I fhould like nmch 
^ rather the AGt againft Ibphifticatii^ of 
*^ Wines fhould not pals ; for wc trade in 
^^ Wine lb much to our Advantage now^ to 
^' what we did before, that we hid batter 
*^ drink dlmojl any thifig for Wim^ thdm fall 
^^ hack into the old Channel cf Trade^ and btg 
^^ them mth our ready Money fromYtzxLCt. It 
^< is a ftrange thing to oblcrve how Trade 
^^ runs in Channels and Eddies^ and will 
^^ fometimes, like the Tide, Ihift the Courfc, 
^^ change the Sb«ams^ and remove or fix 
^ Banks and Sands here or there, and on a 
^ iudden return to them again. 

^ By thefe Turns of Affairs the Channel 
^* of the Wine-Trade is quite ihifted from 
*^ France to Portugal and Sfain. It is not 
^* for me to enter into the dark Doings of 
^^ our Vintners, Wine-Coopers, andBrew- 
^^ ing-Merchants : I am not examining 
^ what Quantity of Cyder or Turnip* Juice 

^l ^^^\^^ is ^^^ i^ ^^^^ ^^^^ w^ ^"^'^- ^^ ^^ *^^- 
JeJr"fr ter for England we fhould drink aU Tur- 
that with^^ nif-Winej or ai^Winey than that rve jboutd 
France, a ^^i^j^ ^^^ h^ji i^i„f, i^ EuTope, and n 

^ hack to France for it. At prefent the 
^^ Guft of the French Wine is laid by, and 
^ the grofs Draught of the whole Na- 
^* tion is upon Portugal Wines. Thefe the 
" Portuguese fell us for our Manufacture^ 
^^ and take a large Quantity of Goods fix>m 
*^ us : And all that ready Monty we ufed to 
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^ p^ tt^eVtenchfor their Wines^ Brandies^ 
^ andVwegarSy is fdved in our Pockets. 

** Upon the whole it appears, that were 
** we flow ziOta^Wy jit Peace with Francey 
^ WP Jboifld Hot imfort mj of their GUfs^ 
** thir Hdts or LuftriffgSy not d fifth fart of 
^* their Wine^ nor above a Third of their Brdn^ 
^ djfy nor half their Linens^ 

^* And this great Alteration n^uft ofFrance 
*^ courfe tuni the Channel of Trade ^ainftW^^^^^^ 
^^ them. 'Tis true, they have prohibited j^rring^ 
** intirely our Tr^de to them mth Herrings in^^^ ^^i^ 
^ Time, of Peace, and laid high Duties ^^t^tiJ^^^ 
^ otfr hianufdStures ; but our Lead, our Tin^nufac- 
^^ ottr Tobacco^ our Sugars^ our Eaft-India^^'^^'- 
" Qoodsy our Corn f our Leather , and fo much 
*' of OUT fVoolsy Thefe things they mufi haive^ 
*' they mH have, and they cannot po without. 
^^ And it is plain, that for thete and fxxchHre had 
^ like, duringthe Interval of thelaftPeace,£ j'^j- 
^ they received from us liich prodigious^Jl^Ji*' 
*^ Quaotities as plainly turned the Scale of f ranee i«. 
'1 Trade on our fide to a great Value- ;S^|.v^?/ 

^ To eftablilh the Authority of the Rer Peace. 

* view in Matters of Trade, if I miftake 

* not, there is ^ P^flage in the Author of 
^ The EJfay on Publick Credit^ iq which he 

* declares his Approbation of the Review 
^ in Matters of Trade much better than in 
^ Politicks. How comes it to pais that he 

* is now gained over to be an Advocate 

* for the wte proje<aed Comifterce, which 

y 4 I muft 
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^ muft have proved the Ruin of this King- 
^ dom? 

* I muft be fo juft to the Author of the 

* Reviervy as to obferve, that in a Treatife 
yk^Vsei/ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ publilhed, intituled, ^me 
Tomradic' Thoughts ufon the Suhjefl of Commerce 
tiotts. ^ tpith France, fag. 17. he acknowledges 

* himfelf to have been mUtaken formerly 
^ in his Opinion of the Balkoce of tKe 
^ French Trade being 800,000 /. fer An^ 

* ;?//;» to our Lois. The Miftake, he fays, 

* he owes*^ to a Paper which p^'d for 
^ current Truth in thofe times, caUed a 
^^ SCHEME, &c. But, fays Af, I have re- 
" ally been amazed to fee that Scheme dc- 
^ tecfted of foch manifeft Fraud, proved to 
^^ be wholly falle, and de(ignedty im* 
^^ poftd on the Nation, even to ftfipping it 
^' ftark naked from all manner of Coveiina 
*^ and nor one Word laid in its defence. 

* Sir, you have fiid more in defence of 
< that SCHEME, than the Author of the 

* Review and his prefent Party will ever be 
^ able to anlwer ; and notwithftandmg all 

* the Ob)e<9;ions againft it from the Cufiom^ 
^ houfe^ the Bailance of the French Trade 

* was heretofore 800,000 /. per Annum a* 
^ gainft England^ as aflferted by the Re^ 
^ view. 

[ ^ But 'tis probaHc this Author may have 

* corredbed his Miftake from feme (ccrec 
^ ConVidions given himbytheabove-men- 

* tioned Author of the Elfaj on Publick 

^ Credit^ 
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Crudity rattier than from the Frands pre* 
tended n> be deteded in the SC££M£« 
^ It remains cheiv accordii^ to the 
Qobiafi'd Sentiments of the Author of 
the Revnw in the above-cited Pailages, 
t^ imt Tntdt mtb Fiance^ by omr Prohi* 
bitioi^ and hi^ Doties on Vtemh Goods^ 
(lands on a much better Foot than it has 
done thcfe 50 Years, or indeed ever be- 
foTt; that, the BaUance heretofore run 
I0C5O00 /. againft us ; that the very 
Urines and Brandies imported &irmerly 
irom Fra»ce pvcxpowerM all our Exports 
to' that Nation ; that the French Refugees 
fet up here their black Crapes, a Manu- 
iadiire purely their own, and that con- 
fequently they had a Woollen Manu&c- 
ture iii that Nation ; that by means of 
their Prohibitions and high Duties our 
Luftrmgs or plain black Silks, Paper, and 
Sail-Cloth are wonderfully improved, 
and great Numbers of our Poor daily im- 
ployed in them; that we had better drink 
almoft any thing for Wine, Turnip Wine, 
or any other Wine, than fall back into 
our old Channel of Trade,^ and buy ou» 
Wine with ready Money from France^ oc 
than drink the beft Wine in Eurofe^ and 
go back to France for it; that while 
thefe Prohibitions or high Duties fhall re- 
jnain in force, ^ we ihould not import 
any of their Glafs, their Hats, or Lu* 
firings, not ^ fifth part of their Wine, 
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< nor sdx>ve a third pare of thdr ftran- 

* dy, nor half their Linens : I ibppofe he 
^ means in proportioi^ to what we did foi- 

* merly ; bat while all thefe things ftand 
' prombited here^ ievcxai things, and to a 

* very great Value, the Frtfieb moft hitjfrom 

* Eaglimd, and pay for them with reUj Mo- 
\ nej, I am, 

<S«r, jour humble Servant, 
^M^y-' y^ y yyY¥ -yifyyy. y i y . y iy.tf. tfr-. ? f,afty . ift 

A Letter pewiug how d.M»erou$ R^als the 
French are of our fr*4e, effecidj it^ 
the Article f of Fifbi^g^ by our Qr ants to 
tbemofCiDQ^Ktoix^ Sec. 

Whereia is dfo a State of the extrava-, 
gant Duties fay able ufon Herrings, &c 
in France. 

To the Britiil? Merchant^ 
S 1 R, 

f T~^HE Aferf<t/or is frequently eflayina 
■ JL againft the D«/^i&, and tells us th^ 

c j?7P flV^^ '^ °''' ^'^^ withFranee, 
U I Ihoqld for once agree with the Merea- 

ftould differ With him in the Reafon j the 
t Rcalon he afligas is, that they may have 

< the 
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the Of^rtonicy of buying the Fremh 
Goods, and nmniog them in upon us; 
bat diis is fo ridiciiioa% nothing can be 
more fo. What! Can the Dutch bay 
Fremcb Goods, carry them to HelUndy 
and then run them in upon us ? And can- 
not the Fremh much more eafily from 
their own Coaft do it ? The French arc 
nearer, their Rifque lefe, the Freight 
cheaper, than to go fb much farther a-fiel^ 
run a double Rilque, and pay double 
or treble Freight and other Charges. 
Really, in this Inftance, it muft be laid 
the Mercdtor was hard put to it to find a 
Stone to fling at the Dutch ; but fimpofing 
the Dutch as fond of the French Trade as 
they pleafe, this I am fure ofy that fince 
our Prohibition of French Goods, we 
have exported more Goods to all the 
World, than during their being admit* 
teA 

^ l^it Mercdtor has obliged us with (bme7%#Merca« 
Inftanccs, wherein the Dutch and French^^^^^^ 
have been too hard for us in Trade. H^d thJf. 
he done this fairly and impartially, he 
would have been to be commended; and 
in this I will join Idue with him, that 
whatever Nation, be it Dutch^ French^ or 
any other, that endeavours to over-reach 
us in Matters of Commerce ought to be 
look'd uponbyGr^if Britain with a jealous 
Eye ; but I will Ihew him there is not fo 

I SOXLCh 
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much Danger from the Datchy widi tela-* 
moatoowTtaiAcy zs bom the French, 
< He hi$ in his Papers,. N' ijo,.!}!, 
afidija. given us eigficlnftances, where-' 
in he iky 9 the Diefeh are ow mod daoge" 
lausRiATab; aodiohis N** i^. heB^s 
the Fre»eh ^re our Rivals only in two 
Branches of ourTradc^ vis* Ths Wool- 
len Manufadlure, and our Shipping. But 
wherefore two? Why, thde two^re worth 
all the reft. Surely he $ot%ot when he 
laid tbis^ how oft^n be has told m of die 
pitifiil and inconfiderable WooUenManui- 
&^ureof the French^ that there (x>«^be 
no danger of their WooUen IVEanafiudure^, 
ai^ that, far from rivalling us at a foreign 
Market, they could never cope with us 
in trame it lel^ tho our Woollen Maau>> 
fadures fhould pay the Duties impoied by 
this Trcjtf y . 

* Again, thefe great Wits have very Ihort 
Memories. He mdt needs have, forgot 
how frequently he h&scold u», chairrhe 
£>«/f^arethe only Rivals of . one. Naviga- 
tion; but now he acknowledges the 
Fremh arc fo too — And are the French 
iuch innocent Creatures^ that their being 
Rivals in our Naykation is not fe dange- 
rous to us, as theuttoe thing, would be in 

• But th«: Imay not .be mifunderftood as 
if I wer<^ pleadii^ fitt the ^J^uich ; for 
whcfei«focv« tliey arc our Rivals in 

* Trade. 
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Trade, they are to be gtiarded :^iaft/ 
But I am ftewidg we o^^ to be more 
jealoQS of rfie Frtmh^ who arc more omr 
Rivals in Trade; ttx) in order to do this^ 
I Aali (hew the Mtrcdttn^s Partiality, by 
reprefenting truly the State of the French 
Trade, and aA&g to the Merc starts two 
Irdlanc^ federal otbers wherein the Frtmh 
arc oar Rivals, at leaft equally, if nor in 
a greater dc^ee than the Dutch^e. 
^ He has omitted to charge to the Ac- French n-. 
count of the French their rivalling us voy^^^V^ 
the Fiftiery; He charges this to the Ac^' ''^* 
count of the Dufch^ and tcUs us very 
truly, that they arc incrcafcd in the Her- 
ring-Fi(hcry ; I hope he will not lay in 
Red-Herrings, that he knows is not truc,rA# induf- 
for they make none but Whitc-Hcrrings :]^^^ j^^ 
They catch them' in the open Sea n^^t^rSupL^ 
the Co^ of Scatla»dy and carry theiiito»f/« ** ^* 
HallMd and prepare them. Their Induf-^J; ^^'• 
try in this is to be commended, and the '" 
Supfnene(s and N^gHgence of the Scocch 
and Effgl^ to be blamed, not that they 
do notninder them, but that they do not 
imitate their Induftry and Vigilance. He 
&ys they i^d to pay anAcknowledgment 
for this; I wifh they did ib ftill. But I 
ihall tell him prdently of another Nation 
that paid a Duty for catching FiAi, which 
has been long unce di(continu''d tbrd the 
Faults of fome Peribns formerly, and that 
they are now very fiuc fromDcii^ agaih 

^ reduced 
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reduced to a Cobdition of being ever 
forced to renew the Payment of thatDu^ 
ty. He (ays^ the Dutch have beaten us 
out of the Whale-Fiihing: He has forgot 
that the French have a very great Fiihery 
of that kind ; but it did not ierve his Pur« 
pofeto lay any thing of the Fnnch White- 
Fifliery; that womd have madeagainft 
his good Friends, and therefore was to be 
pafied over in Silence. Notwichftanding 
the French Fifliermen of St.Joh^ deLuje^ 
Bayonne^ and other Ports in that Part of 
the Bay of Bifc^f are the moft expert 
Harpooners in tne World, without ex- 
cepting the Dutch and Hamburghers. 
Wnethcr the Mercator knew this or no, 
the French know it^ and therefore took 
care by the late Treaty of Commerce to 
have the Produce of Whales excepted 
(not againfl: us, fays the Mercator^ but ) 
againft the Dutch. 'Tis a Sign they think 
their own Fifliery luflficient at leaft to 
iiipplv themfelves with the Produce of 
whales, without bein£ beholden either to 
the Dutch or E^lijp. The Dutch then 
are not the only Nation that have worm- 
ed us out of this Trade ; the French have 
done it too, to the vaft Inaeafe of their 

Navigation and Seamen 

* But the French have not only increafed 

in the Whalc-Fifliery, but, which is of 

much more confequence to us, they have 

^ exceedingly increafed their Fiihery to 
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* NenfoundlMdj as well on the Coaft as 

* on tne great Bank. The Conlequences of ow- jxm: 

* this Inaeafc of theu Fiihery wc have, tof;[^ ^^ 

< our Sorrow, too lenfibly < and yttmpmy m 

* they have found Advocates fon it, who***"**"*- 

* are ready to anfwcr, when any thing ti^^^^ 
*■ repteiented againft granting the frenehct^^st- 

* any Liberty of FiflScry, What » muft«>^ 

* the Tremh have nothing? So ve^ kind 

< are foms Ferfbns to them, that they are 

* angry with their Feliow-Subjeas for en- 

* deavouring to exdade them that Fiihery. 
' The trench do not only fiih on the great 

< Banks of NewfoundlMid fot inch Fiih as is 

* cored without drying, as the Dutch do in 

* their White Hewing Fiihery in the open 
^ Sea, but have had the Addrels to obtain 

* that the Ifland of Cafe Breton ihould be 

< yielded up to them to fortify and do what 

* they pleafe with; where they may, and 
' doubtlefs will, make another Dunkirk, 

* and where they may carry on their Dry 

< Fifcery, as well as at PUcentU, We have 
' an Account that they have fome time ago 

* fcnt Men of War to fortify Cape Breton : 

* But, as if this was not Privilege enoudi 

* for them, they have obtained that in the 

* Fiihing Seaibn they may reibrt to the 
' very Ifland of Netvfoundldod itiel^ and 
' ered; Stages, &c. to cure and dry their 

< Fifli at. Tis a Sign they think this Li- 

* berty fiifficient for them; for they have 

* excepted againfl: all this fore of Filh, but 

* what 
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188 The Britiflb Merchant, 

< what Ihdi be ia Barrckby the latcl^fcaty 
♦ of Comoierce^ The Mer^Mor cannot be 
ib fgnoranc as to fiq>po(e NsppfotmdUnd 
Fifh, aod Specially the Dry Filh, can 
be carried to france in Batrcls, but tt fiich 
^ Increafc of die Coft asflwtll render the 
Sale xmpradicabie in th^ Country, cfab 
the .Duties inhere ^eilufficient w do 
this. ' . 

* But this is not all ; the World is wcM 
amended with the Fremch iince the Time 
that they p^ a Tribute fox the Liberty 
of amc^ and drying Filh at Ntvafaund^ 
U»dy which was granted to them by King 
CbarUs the Firft, in the loth Year of liis 
Reign. At this prefcnc the ir«cA do 
not only pay no Tribute, but by their 
Neighbourhood at Cupe Braon will ob- 
lige tts to keep large Garilbns at Newfjsmid- 
Uadyifwc will fMrevept our beinc lurprized 
there ; where xhcy will hare the Liberty 
df the Fifliiog Sealon equally withns from 
Cape B&jfsvfjta Northward to the Nor- 
thern Point of the iaid Ifland, &c. by 
which Situation they will be wir Rivals 
in another Branch of ovac Filbery, that of 
Sainton : For at the Harbour of Bomsvi/tdj 
which is to the Northward of the Cape, 
and therefore within their Limits, is an 
extraordinary good Fifliery of Sdmcn. 
But this feme wife Folks knew nothing 
of. Had the late King WillUm granted 
the Dutch any one of the Iflands of the 

^ Ork^ 
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* Orkneys in Propriety to fortify, or a Li- 
^ berty of refortiog to, or of eredting Drying 
^ Homes neccflary to cure Red Herrings in 
^ any fiich Ifland, or in England or Scotland^ 
^ it would have been remcmber'd with very 
^ good Reafbn a thoufand and a thdufand 

* times over. So the Mercator may ob- 
^ fcrve here, the Duuh nor Frwri& do nci- 
^ ther of them pay the Duty they ufcd to 

* pay ; but the trench have had the Cun- 
^ ning to procure for their Filhery fuch Li- 

* berries and Privileges as can fcarcely be 

* confident with our Safety or Interefl, and 

* which the Dunh could not obtain from 

* thofe whom the Mercator counts their 

* Friends^ I leave the World now to judge 

* who arc our GREATEST and MOST 
' DANGEROUS Rivals in the Filhcry. 

* Not that I am fb much concerned that 

* they do not now pay that Acknowledg- 
^ mcnt they formerly paid for the Liberty 
^ of fiihing on the Ifland of Netpfoundland^ 
^ as I am that they at any time paid any 
^ fiich Acknowle^ment : For certainly^ 

^ without the Shack)w of that Submiffion, rheVrcnch 

* they would not have been indulgM in ^^l^^iaZ' 

* Matter that might in its Confequence ^f #» aU 
^ prove as fatal to our Safety, as detrimcn- Jj'j/'' 

* tal to our Conraierce ; and I cannot but Newfound- 
^ think, that notwithftanding the Intereft land. 

f the French had in the Court of England^ 

* by means of the French Matchy they would 

* hardly, without this feeming Advantage* 
. VollL U ' have 
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' have obtaMed Leaive to core ami dry tbdk 
^ Fiih upon the wry Ifland of Newfmnd^ 
^ land itfcWJ whatever Leave ni^ht h*te 
^ been granted them of fifliiiig npcHi the 
^ great Banks thereof whi^h are is much 
^ the Dependencies of that Iflandy ^ the 

< Coafls and Banks, where the Dutch fiftr 
' for Herrings offofScofUffd and thd Northr 
^ Parts of England^ are beiongtng to QretLt 
^ BritMtH ; and for which tMre was l^e 
^ fame Reafen to infifl: on a Dvty to ^ 

* paid by the French^ tho they fliomd iKtci? 
^ fet theit Foot npon the Iiland^ as theref 
^ was for demanding it of the Dutch for 
^ what they <:aught here in the open Sto-*— 
^ Every body mnft acknowltt^ge^ tbit it 
^ Was extremely the Interefl of Fraua w 
^ fuhmli to pay 5 per CtHt, upon idl the 

* Fifh they caught and dryM at Nmfbund- 
^ Und^ that they might fecure to them^ 

< felves the Advantage of fuch a Nurfery 
*< of Seamen. 

They tm. ^ They arc now fo mudi oUr Rivals id 
fhlpSre ^hJs Trade, and are incfcafcd to fech a 
per ann, * prodigious Degtce, that they edaf^y 
{Z%ivr^ yearly flrom St. Mdo^ Qrsn^ih^ Rmbeilr^ 
andLTch^ St. MArtinr^ Ifle of Rea, Bayonne^ St. Jfei* 
^/ Spain ^ de Luzey Sihourj &c. to carty on thcit 
w haiy c Fiihery on the great Banks of NemfotnU^ 
ireatLofs.^ Und^ arttl ©n the Coafts of that Ifia^ diat 
^ is, in their Wet and Dry Filhj apwunis of 

* four hundred Sail of Snipls; they ^ not 
^ only now ftipply thcahfelve^ with tike Hik 

.,/ . * they 
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t|»<iy foimerly *a4 ^oqj us, bu^ fUw^h 
m^oy Parts; of <$^«/>f and J/^A- thctewKh, 
^4 rival us t^ere cp, our proqjgiqus Lois, 
Tliey hxvff the prepereft fort of Sak of 
th^if own, which t^n^ers ih^vf Voyages 
much i(hprta^ tb^;^ purs; for we are obliged 
to gp iam hcops tp RocbelUi QSeroftf 
St. M«tw, S^. to fetch thgt Cpwrno? 
ditV^whifh they have at their pwn Dppi-s j; 
sma tlwreby we lupft fre<iucntly (ppud » 
Afpnth or fix Week? more in our Voygge» 
than they dp. 

* They arc ip e^ejuuly fenfibje df thcRidrt 
mr^dfgiqq^ Adw^^gp of this Fiihpry, apd"^***^*"* 
lb very inrcnt upop purfiiing if, that ttqm^^tr 
their firft Atci^n^pF? to vcmc themfelyes /><"«» »*» 
coMatfihk « §Pa, th?y have had it fpr-l^^', 

pe^ually in View^ rXheyfirftphtaipedrj. 

tfi^c to iih upou pj^yijig a Duty of 5 fer 
Qftp. aftpywv4s they gpt that Ackflow? 
le^2P^entr^inK}uiih£d: pptthey have later 
ly ^ne piuiph ^ther ; for iu the jpre^nt 
Treaty they have procured a Ccflion to 
be mi4ii to them of the Jflaod of Cape 
Bretfifiy a maid^ FiAipry, that has {barce 
ev^ been tpuch'd, whereas Nervfofufd' 
Und is ahpo^ e^h^afted, and alfo feye« 
raJ lHarid? «a the Quiph of St. JUtereaee : 
And, pot couteut with that, they have 
fturhcr obtained a Liberty of curing and 
dryipg their Fifll, feptiijgup St^ge^, and 
relortingtp OUR Iflgfld of Neft>fo^9M^4 
4uripg aU the tm^ that ij is ^f ^y «ie tp 
U 2 ' refort 
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refort tbitheir ; iliait is, during the Filhing 
Seafbri. They are indeed to dehver us 
up the Poidemon of FluentU, and fbme 
other Places in NewfoundUni ; but then 
they have taken care to have a better 
Place yielded to them in lieu thereof; 
with this extraordinary Favour to them 
more than to us, that they have the Li- 
berty granted theni to freqUent OUR 
WiZoA of NewftitindUndf and eredl Stages, 
&c* theteon for curing and dtying their 
Filh; but we have not the Privilege al- 
lo\<^ed us of doing the lame on any of 
their Iflands, or on the Ifland of Cape 
Breton, which they have exprels Permit 
lion granted them to fortify as they plcfafc. 
Thus they ate our Rivals in the FISHERV 
by our own Confent, which i$ 'the more 
wonderful, in that it is owing td this 
Filhery that they dared to contend for 
the Mallery at Sea with the Maritime 
Strength oftagUad and HotUnd united 
*Tis true, the Englifb and Dutch are moll 
frequently called the Maritime Powers ; 
but I think it a Jefi to appropriate the 
f^ime of Maritime Powers to Grest Britain 
and HoUand CTLclxifiyc of Fraaee, when we 
confider tvhat a Figute that Nation made 
at Sea befbre the Battle of La Hague in 
1692. Cah we then think, that a few 
Years of Peace, with fuch a Filhery, and 
luch Conditions of Comnierce as were to 
be granted to France by the latte Treaty, 
4- ' * will 
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* will »oc then enable her tb contend agaii^ 
/ with our united Fleets? The Hifto^ 
\ ry hotfa of Brd9ue and EjigUnd will ihew 

> youy that it is iioc^ thcir procuring Leave 
^ to fiib at NewfaupdlMd that they have 
f^ grown ib formidable at Sea ; and that 
^ uieir Navy Royal has augmented in pro- 
^ portion to the Numbers of Ships em* 
^ ployed in that Fiihery — What have wc 

> not to expect then from them now they 
^ have obtained a Right to a better Place by 

* their Fiihery; in the Opinion even of the 
^ French them&lves, as you will fee by the 
^ tndofedLetter^ written by a Minifterof 
^ State iq Frdnce tp the Duke de Gr Amend 
^ at Bsfonniy and which I believe is genuine ? 

* The Occafion of it wi^s, that the People 
? of St. Je4n de Luze ai^d Sihur (two Pla- 
^ ces in the County qf U Bour) being un- 
^ der Apprehenfions that their Fiihery at 

* Newfoundland was to be delivered up 
^ wholly to u% the Duke wrote a Letter to 
J Pdris tp be rightly infom^ed, and received 
^ the following Anfwen 

C(fy of 4 Letter written by Monfieur de 
Pontchartrain to Monjieur the Duke de 
Gramond) from Fontainbleau^ 19 Sep- 
teml>eri7X3. 

^ T Have received, Sir, the Letter ypu did 

f^ •■' me the Honour: to write me the third 

ft of this Month, with t^o l^ettf rs that 

U } ' ! were 
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"» mit Z\V6etdi tb fbik^ ^^ liilAbitlihds 

^ S«I!^ fer tiifeii: Filh»y of 1)^^ Mh. 
« Prbfti feM A«fc»ttht I *iVt |lv*tt thfe King 
« «t ai«i: ftfeitai^, lift ^Vfej^y^dftcS 
« Aid td wMtfeb^-lits Otttettb MoiftSgocdt 

^ irkor^inary at Loniony t6 as(k of the 
** Qdefea of Great Brimh a PermfiSoil for 
"^ ^the^ to go the next Ye^it to Placema^ and 
^ Afe Liberty to contitme thek Filfetry in 
^ ^AJLL the p£?rr/ mdHkrBour^s t^theCoaft 
^xX^^x^foundlmd. Ifhali^iY^toy feif the 
5^ H<3(bbnr to acquaint you withMoafeigneur 
j^ ttte buke i' Mm0nt\ Anfwer. I agree 
'<^ ^ttWh you, Sir, thit the Cefufit-ry of k Boar 
** Will itrffe Very mach, Should they be 
*' Arrived of tlieir Liberty of carry ing on 
^ ^HSfr Filhcry df Drj F//y^ ; and you ^ifl 
^* Ke^erfuaded of the Attention 1 have lb 
** pWcure to the Merdhants that drive this 
^ tEoSifnerde t!he Means to contmue them 
^^ % it^ when I have informed you, that 
^^ the King fent from ^Rochifdrd^ in the 
*^ Month of May laft, one Frigat to go and 
cf ffi^C^' lay the «rft Fotinddticfti^tff *ail EflaBHfb. 
ton bttttr'^^ rtieritlnchciflail^bf^/i^^rWif, lurlicre 
than that « pift is MOGH HiORJE AtoflM^T 
fSwd?' *^» « the Iflandof iV^«^dA/^^ii»«, imd 
*^^ where one may make the Bft^ And m^nsge 
*^ HUe Dtjtiig ^hehbf ^fify. This Prigal ar- 
'" Jht^^JfiHe 'i6. at ^kte^a, f?bto whfencfe 
^< fec-fe^asto'dfetotliftfe Mfer KJouffe foi^4/tf 
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J^ ^e^, to v?l¥fib Pl^fii^ l ^yfi CiMlted to 

<< }ofi tr^^osD^ .ofie ^uindccd M^ to Ibcgin 

^<« th« Sc!ttkffi«»t. Hi^Al^jcfty lyiljiicnd 

>< lo^^^it^aoiiigof the Yev i]hree Sl^ips 

•«* 4:0 .{^«ttirp9it ^hicberxhe GaxUha of £/^ 

^ .f4<»/M, a^d ^ jUiljalycjpts of ^ he Ifland 

<^ of tfav^M¥*4iAWiim4 Xo pat i;beLf/ Hand 

;«< «o th^£(y>l^hinQ9C pf tbfit l^ctnt. Xhe 

*' Me«i«n^ *f it^^ ll^Wg^pm >inay then 

. << fend all fuch Ships as they jQiall.thtak fk 

^ fE> (|f^^rthe,iO^:«i^dry,Fi(b, and 

*< fq^ ^e>jC)tU$5W aj:e,m^de <fi:<uii the f jih 

. *' .on^j^ .4@^<^* Jiws:Fjiyovir pujght to 

•'' mm»^ the Meiic^nts ,that dxiiie this 

•<' iCfiinierce 1^ wr^ito?! with V^our, 

-^* ^l»m i|^ A4van«^e ^VtWiU .draw from 

» ;il. This .is gll J]b>ve ,^n,gWf to do in 

"^ ihS^ JFa^Four. ^ Mte ypurto be .pcr- 

^ Mk^ '.of the^^t ^.i(^c6|ity >«hecewith 

*f 'J iisf'^ the Wftftfiw^^^.be 

* -FfQQI 'this J^ett^r 'tis phun ithe FwwA French w- 

« .nsw «it9odcd6o^it:«he Piihcryof DfyX';iil 
^ <Cfld, ^^d tfeit they iiajife ;,ycry ja«ch at,/jjr, 

* iheiff>die riyaUiag v»s<«iwrein. • c»<a 

♦ Ti»tf K> ftsQ^re ibwflfelves ^aioft any 

* .^^(ici^MK, d^y w«f e «4seM<o i«id AMm 
f<if )Kariio ^he Month of A^i, f^rj, 
^.y^hifii) Ji^ 'Wifhm:^ /liali? time iifcer^thd 

'« figodogr the Treaty theruth of JfarHfbe- 
< rfyn^. <)t^tHlie9t,f)Q0^buiidred Men ta lay 
^ diie iixft jFoiMidaci^nA of their iEortifica- 
i • ti<iQI ^C«/« Brufp^i ^vd^thctaffxaA the 
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^ Duke J ^bat three :oth« Ships fliould be 

* fcnt the beginning of this Year to tran(i 
f port the Garifbn of PUcehtU thither, and 
^ pat the laft Hand to the Mabliikment of 
f^ that Port ; wUch no doubt they will 
'^ eficd before they deliver up VUce^tia : 
^ Not much unlike what they are doing un- 

* der our Nofes, making a NEW Par* Mt 
i Mardyhy before they fill up the OLD Ow 

* dt Dunkirk. 

* Another thing obfervable from this Let- 

* ter is, that the French are NOW fo SAN- 
GUINE, as not to content themfelveS 
with the Ccflion of Cape Breton and other 
Iflands thereabouts, or with the Liberty 
of ereding Stjiges, &c. to cure and dry 
their Fifli, frona Cafe Bondvifis North- 
waid, and fb on to Point Riehe on th6 
Weftern Si.de; but are asking new Favours, 
and dent^nd a Permiffion to Pldc^ntia this 
Year, (altho the time agreed for deliver- 
ing that Place has been long (ince expired) 
and iiie for a Liberty to make their Fifh 
in ALL. the Ports and Harbours upon 
the Coafts of Newfoundland^ which, tho 
I make no doubt but was denied them, 
yet I am amazed that it fliould ever enter 
into their Heads fo much as to attempt. 
Sure they think we can deny them no- 
thing! ' ■'' ' ' 

^ This explains the true Meaning of the 
third Specification in the late Treaty, 
where it is laid, That Salt Fifo iii Barrels 

^ only 
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^ cffily fbdB be imparted imo thdt Kjftgiam.'"^'^'^ 
^ They arc refblved to cultivate and im^tiuT^S 
^ prove this Fifhenr to the atmoft, and^^^^iw- 

* know it is impomble in the nature of thfcJJ^^^^ 
f thing for us to carry any dried Codfiihi* Bsmih 
^ fit>m thence to Frdme in Barrels; more 

^ eipecially ib long as they themfelves can 

* and do always carry it in Bulk. 

^ And here, fincc I have mentioned the 

* third Specification, I will (for the lake of 

* the WeJl-CcuntYj Pitcbdrds zhd Tdrmtmth 
^ Herrings^ and to explain more at large 
^ what I find you did but juft mention of 

^ the Duties of Fifli) fubjoin an Account i?x/r4t/4* 
< of the prodkious Duties which nmft here-|f^^** 

* after be paid upon thofe two forts of FiffalFl^ ^ 

* if this Specification fhould be rendered'*^ »p^^, 

* efFcduaL And that your Readers VQSLf^)J^ 
^ the better underftand how much the {zvAMittbtr 
^ Specification has ^reed fliall be paid, l^^'^^. 
^ IhaU quote the Words thereof ; viz. i^ivJ!^ 

^ Salt Fifh in Barrels only is to be im^^ 
f ^ ported into the Kingdom ; and at all Pla- 
*V ces of Entrance in the Kingdom, Coun- 
^^ tries and Tenitories under the Dominion 
•* of the King, even at all free Ports, the 
^ Duties of lading and Confumption fhall 
^^ be paid, which were appointed oefore the 
" Tariff of 1664. and befides, 40 Livires 
^ fer Laft confifUng of two Barrels, weighs 
^^ ing each three hundred iPounds, fo|:th(^ 
•> Duty of Entry. 

VThe 
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*>ff**» * The Daty of Brnfry, wludi is %teed 
^^ * ihati bemid ton j^-bf this Sfedf&tHmj 

* ( tho ocWvife «aM4 in tlfee Tjariff <)f 
^ 1664.) i^ £» iey«iy I^ of is fiar- 
f cds, Liy. ^Is 

40 ^ 
fidkks tfaeDatjref i^^^,T 
which is I . . J* ^5 '? 

^ A&aMbisheDittv of£a»/«NHl ir 

< Xo x^Onch •jaagr .he ifMed ft^ 
' 5dls fer^LMtt i^oq «hofeitwof ^^ ' 
^ DiiiikSfhdJaganiVx^iiuMacioqf '9 

' 'COQflaniify'duidtherQoa, " ■ . ' a : '' 

* The FimmoogeKS i>aiy q\ ,^ . > ^ 
fXivMS^Bantel, M^ 

^ Jidd to this :the 3 iSoSlSferl 

< dLtvxc.asjibow^ — «^ -- — X * '* 

* IThe: Bvof ctf matmne;. 

< ^which is {nyobk <tn dihe lit-: 

^ in '.the a^h ^tiaU, Mi srfwfej 
« Words, j^nd in itbe^othngrO'^f ^> '* 
' vmees tbtiB/ttf fittUittat ikeftf)/', ' 

*■ uUfUf -odiecMife than Meprdk^t 

* tt» theJRttleuttthat.iimfpPefiri'ri 
f !&«j() ty6Solsy«rrBaffcl-'— — ^ 

* lAdd to;tfais .the (ALUgmema- f 

f tjo|yof;j8jSofa/r»y/Liv,asiihovcpf '^ °' 

- ii' i " 'I I ] < 

JWbiQh, 
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< Whidi, at iBd. ferL^te, is 14?. gs. 
< 7 <J. jfw Laft of f 2 Ban-els, of 24 s. i d, 

* ^ JanttA of ^00 l*ound woigte. 

* But becauie a Barrel of Herrings Jeldom 
» w<e^|b$ above two tkirdsof that weight, 

* therdfore^ i^dead of 24 s. t d. pr Band, 

* I eoBVpdee it only at 16 s. fer Barrel of 
' Hetrings, the Value whereof is feidom 

* oneYett i^iHi aeoother, 1 5 i. ptit on board * 

* fo that diis Dctcy w^ amount to alxmt 

* 105 «r >o« fit tlem. of their Value 
« Aipp*d«ff 

< And as a Hogfliead of Pflchards weighs 
' ^nerdly above «joo Pounds wc^ht, % 

* com^tuje&t joo Pounds 24 s. i d, 

aooPotmds 1^/. 

< t'heDiityf)naHogihcadof > . 

* PUchardsthenis— ^ J'^Orf. irf. 

* Which is Buore than too /fy-Cw/. ctf 
^ ifliek Vakie fliippM off; fiw they cannot 

* i^eafenaBly be efteeirfd at 40 s. pr Hogt 

* 'head for any Number of Years. They 

* TOiA 1>e very ignorant ^v^ imagine wt 

* <»nfenfl 'either of tfhefe icttts of Fifli thi- 
r«l|et, 'i^ev?r fhts T^e^tytsike effedl. 

lata, Sir, d?f. 

TkeJJifirrwftr ^n this whole^^ontroverfy 
Udncemii^tlie frew^/^ Trade and Treaty, 
ifW^tfes Ptrp ^«t||^il| *1fybi^ is qf -great 

.'•'"' '' ' " " ' wk 
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uf^ to himiel^ aod that is, never to uke 

notice of any Argument of his Adverfary, 

CO which he is not able to offer the ieaft 

jcoiouir of an Aniwen 

7/^French At bis firft fetting out, and in VQry many 

Tsriff of of his PaperSjbc laboured to indwc his Rea- 

JjiV^/j^'yders to nave a good Opinion oif the Tariff 

i^f Mcrca-of 1664* This TfTiff^ f^ys he, N^ i. was 

^XmsTr^^^^^^^ ^y ^^^ ^^^ A^^//(Wi //» ibeje Parts of 

if c$i^Hnd. f»Mro]^ to be vetyeAJjiy and not the leaft In^ 

terruftion to their Trade mth France. 

The next thing his Readers are to j[>c- 
Jicve, iSy that pur late Treaty has obliged 
France not to exceed the eaiy Puties of that 
Tari^ and that it )[^s qonfequently open- 
ed to us a moll beneficial Trade to that 
Country. 

All Manuf azures of WOOL, lays |ic in 
his firft) and he has often repeated it ia 
his following Papers^ were rated at 10 per 
Cent, accqrding to their Val^e. 

^nd N^ 9 and 4. he lays, that the 
Treaty has rcftored us to this Tariff^ except 
that Broad Cloth, which by the Tariff of 
1664 paid but /^o\Avxcsfer Piege of 25 
PUs, is npw to p^y by the TarifTof 1699 
55 tivres; and mUrd Serges, which paid 
loLivresby the former TarifJJ are to pay 
by the latter 1 1 Livres. 

AH other Woollen Manufa<Jlures, fays 
l»e| N^ 6. except Broad Cloth aqd doth 
iSergeSy are admitted into France by the 
late Treaty, and are to pay only the Duties 

of 
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^fthfeTariffof 1664; that is, afccordiog to 
tim, not above 10 per Cent, of their real 
Value ; and this is the Dodrine of one of 
bis lateft Papery N^ 1 34. The Duties upon 
them now are hj the Treaty of Commerce re^ 
disced to 10 per Cent, except on Broad Cldth 
and Serges only. 

\ N0W5 what muft every Manufadtfrei* ittFicnch r4* 
the Country think of the Mercator^ and ofj'^ ^^^ 
out Treaty bf Coftuneifce, if vaftly t\\t\^lf t!^M, 
greatcftPatt of out Woollen Minufadures''''*^'^/'»» 
are admitted into Branct by the late Treaty '^J^^*^^''^ 
pnly under the Tariff of 1699? and Ihall Af4ifif/i^ 
be obliged to pay from joto ^0 per Cent J'*""* 
pf their real Value ? Will our Manufadurers 
think themlelvcs obliged for this Treaty ? 
or that any of thefe Goods can be export- 
ed to that Country under (6 heavy a L6ad 
of Duties, except for Patterns to their own 
Fabricks ? Will our Woollen Manufactures 
bear from jo to ^oper Cent, in any Coun- 
try in £/yrt?/^ ? They muft believe there- 
fore that the Tariff of 1699 is a Prohibi- 
ition. 

Again, I am not now diiputing with the 
JMercator^ whether any of our Woollen Ma- 
Dufadures are admitted into France by the 
late Treaty under the TarifFof 1 664. For 
jhc preftnt, to oblige this Writer, I Ihall 
take for granted that all fuch of them as are 
pot obliged to pay by the TarifFof 1 699, . 
ar? admitted by that Treaty under the Tar iff 
"bf 1664 ; but arc the Duties of this Tariff 

no 
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no more than i o per Cent, of the re^ V«|qc 
of the Goods ? or are tbey fa very eafy, 
that our Peofde nught hope to exGK>rt any 
coniiderable Qaaotities to that Cquotry^ 
dpecially after franee has coottiaued for 
five and twepty Years without our Manu- 
fadures, and has made fuch Progreis iQ 
their own? I ftiall now ihew the Meretior 
what are the Duties by the Tariffof 1^64, 
and this I (hall do not lb much to convince 
this idle Fellow, as to inform mv Cor-; 
refpondent who has lent me the feUowiiig 
Letter. 

To the Britilh Merchant. 

SIR, 

< \7 O U have Ihewn us the Cuftom pay- 

* •*• able on long, fhort, and S^Mtflt 
« Cloths in France by the Tariff of 1664, 

* and alfo by that of 1699, which is as 

* follows; 

* By the Tariff of i664» the Cuftomon 
<Long I Cloths a- f 40 ^ Ifer Cent, on 

* Short i mounts tot 37 "^ * *^' Value; 

* And on Sfamj[h Cloth «3 t fer Cent, 

* at a Medium ; 
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* Add by the Tanffof 1^99, the Cdftom 

* OB 

♦l/><»g> Ck)thsa.f55 I parent 

« And on 5/4mj|!^ Cloths to jj | ^r 0#/. 

* at ft Mediam. 

' Sir, your MercMor fo often tells 11% that 
< tbd ENitkis OD our Woollen Maoufadures 

* in frsnct by the Tar^of 1664, do not 
« exceed 10 p<r Ctnt. of dieir rod Vahe; 

* and that all, except Cloth and Cloth 
' Seizes, are to pay acc<»diDg to this Tariff 
' by the late Treaty, that you will highly 
*■ obl^e as if you will be at the pains to in- 

* form us which of our Maan&dures, by 

* the hkrcttw\ own Account, are to pay 

* by theTarifi'of 1699, and how much they 
^ aife to pay by that Tariff; alio what (hall 
' be accounted Cloth, and what Serges, and 

* how they are to be taxM by that Tariff; 
' and, in the lafl place, that you will befo 
' kind to let us know how our Manu&^res 
' are to pay by the Tariff of 1664, which, 

* the MercMf9r feys, is to be the Ride by the 
' late Tteaty : for if they fhould be found 

* to exceed the MercAtor*$ 10 ftr C«tU. of 
' their real Value, we could- have little 

* hopes of exporting any Quantities into 
< franct. 

J am, &C. 



I think 
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, I think thore would be litde hopes, wTth 
a Duty of no more than lo per Cent, upod 
any of our Woollen Maau£idure% of con- 
tending with the Fremeh in their own Coun- 
try, wheq they have been fo many years 
labouring at every fort of Woollen Manu-' 
fidaic; but I muft anfwer my Correlpoo- 
dent. 

J^fL Cloth (or IVmiM) Serges, by the TarifFof 
Hr»tiit» 1664, paid loLivres for 15 Ell% or Yards 
M4nHf4t- ,8 .» that is, at 18 d» per Livre, icv, or 
;rT-t|r.9 -^4^^ Yard, which '^ ^ 

♦/ 1664 J, di 

dnaYardworth«^j ^6f>perCeMti 

And by the Tariff* of 1699, muft pay 
n Livres for 15 Ells, or Yards iS |, that 
is, at 1 8 d. per Livr^ i6s.6d,oxiod. :^^pef 
Yard 

S, di 

on a Yard Worthy j 39 AperCe^K 

Serges (not Cloth Serges) by the TarifF 
of 1654, paid 6 Livres for 20 Ells, or 2$ 
Yards, that is, at iS d, per Livre, o j. or 
44/. ,4 /er Yard, which 
s, d, 
fi 2 is jo^y 
onaYardwotth<|4 27 . ^^^^ 

U 9 204J. 
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• And by the Tariff of 1(599, «»w(lpay 
8 Livres for ao Ells^ or 25 Yards, that is, 
at 18 /f. /w Livre, 12 /. or 5 i. n/fr Yard, 
Vfhich ' 

d. 
3 is 





on a Yard worth < J ^ yferCeuf. 



The MercAtor would hate it thot^t, 
that Perfetuantis are to pay by the Tariff of 
f 664, and not by 1699 ; but tbefe are the 
Serges whidi are ddled in tbe Trench Edidi 
Imferid Serges, and moft pay bt the latter 
of tfaofe Tari^ according to the aforefaid 
Yalua^ibn. The Aftrrftf/^r too would make 
a Diftindion between Serges and Cloth 
Seizes ; but the 'I'reaty has made no fiidi 
biuindion: Serges in generd ate left to 
the extravagant Duties of that faft Tarlf!! 

And I am informed, that Stuffs and Says 
were ever chafed in fr4i;f sunder theDe- 
nomimition of Sei]ges ; nor caii I find it to 
be otJierwife by tbeorighial Trench Tariff 
that are now befdre me; TKefe the MercS' 
tOTy N** 6. woifld alfb have as believe are 
Idt t* the Tariff'of 1^54 ; btit I m& defire 
lifan to inform me by what other Name than 
diat of Serges they are taxed in that TariC 
If thw are taxed by that Name, then by the 
late Treaty tbey are to pay by the X«iff* 

fdLUi S Bays 
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Bayis (Single) by the Tariff of 1664, 
paid 5 Livres (not 4 Livres, as by the 
E»gliflr Tranfiation; for 25 EII^ or ji-; 
Yards, which, at 18^. fer Livre, amounts 
to 7 i. 6 d. 

So that a Piece containing Yards 45 i paid 
II /. 

*-• i- ^?o is iSr"? 

C^O 22 J 

l^ays ( Double or Minikin ) by the fame. 
TariftJ paid 1 $ Livres for 2$ EUs, ot^ii 
Yards, which amounts to iL 2s. 6 J, 

So that a Double Bay containing $0 F/e- 
mijb Ells, or Yards 37 4, paid i /. 7^. 
I. s. 

which on aj' ^^ ', ,r *-- r*-* 
Piece worth>4 00 3jJ>ferCent, 

C4 IQ ^o 3 

And a Minikia Bay, containing 100 i7r- 
»>//;& EUs, or 7$ Yards, paid 2/. 14^. 
I. s. 



'f6 10 is 41 rf 
^»7 




which on al7 00 }S 4] 
Piece worths 7 10 ?^ 1 

Stockings (Woificd «r A _, 

this Tari^ paid j f Uvxes /ter dozWP«£, 
(6ir 5^'3i/. (notaccotdingtQ die £1^^ 
Tfanlfetion ^.jffjr joor4«^c) w^i^ on 
one dozen Pair, valued at ao/« one Witb 
the other, is afrtj /w 0;»/. 

- ' Keriey$ 
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Kcrfeys by the Tariff of 1664, paid j f 

Livrcs for i j EJls, or 16 :J Yards, that is, at 

lid. ferlAvte, ^ s. ^d. 
So that a Piece containing 28 i Yards 

paid 9/. 4^. 

which on SiY^i ■ , xCi,^r^, 

Piece wonh^J? '' ^V 

Flannels and Penniftoncs, by the Tariff 

of 1664, paid 6 Livres for a6 Ells, or ja f 

Yards, that is, at 18 d. fer Livr^ 9 x. or 

J ^. 4^ ^er Yard. 

Which on a Yard of Flannel worth 12 d. 

And on a Pcnniftone, containing 47 f , 
Yards, the fiiid Duty amounts to 13 /. t 

So .hat aS5° P^^' |*^^,„0;*. 



Piece worth^^ J 

I do not pretend here that Bays, Stoc- 
kings Kerfeys, Flannels, or Penniftones, 
can be charged by the Tariff of 1699, un- 
der the Denomination of either Cloth or 
Serges ; but if it fhould be allowed, that 
they are left to the Tariff of 1664, yet my 
Correipondent will fee that even by that 
Tariff, the Load of Coftoms was lo very 
heavy, tlut there was not the kaft Occ*. 
don for making it greater. 

X SI Cottons 
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Cottons Or Plains loo Goacfe, By the 
TarifF of 1664, paid 12 Ltvrcs, <5r iZ s. 
which, if worth 9 /. is but 10 f«^ C«»^. 

Friezes by the fame T«iff paid } Liyres, 
or 4 J, 6 <3f. for 18 Ells, or 22 t Yards, 
which is 2 ^. 4^ fer Yard ; fo the Cuftom on 
one Yard, at 1 Si pr Yard, is 10 ^r 
Cent. 

1 believe upon thefe two trifling Articles 
of Cottons and Ffiezes, which make ahnod 
no ihew at all in our Exports to Fr^me^ it is 
that the Merutor grounds his 10 fer Cent. 
upon our whole Woollqn Manufat9xircs by 
tiie TarifF of 1664. I fupoofe this will be 
his Excufe : but I fljould be for giving 
frMce little or nothing for the Lfccrty of 
importing thefe two poor Parts of our Wool- 
len Goods Cuflom-free ; it is certain, that 
our Exportation of them, with or widioctt 
that TariffJ was always inconfiderablc ; 
but, as I ha(ve fhewn, the Duties by that 
Tariff on Bays, Stockings, Kerfey% Flan- 
neis, or Penntflones, were fe exorbitant, 
that Fmme did not find there was any Ne* 
ceflfity for adding to tY^m. 

There is one thing! had Kke to have 6^ 
Hiitted, and that is Cloths called Dozens^ 
which is not mentioned in the T^flT <rf 
1699 ; whence the Mercator would infer, 
Aat they are to pay accordti^ to that of 
1664 : but I muft inform him, that the Ta- 
riff of 1667 is made part of that of 1^9 
for all Goods that arc ojq[iitted in the latter, 

and 
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|jnd this by exprefs Word^ which lay. 
That the Goods not comprifed therein ftall 
pay according to that Tariff 

Englifif Cloths called Dcz^ns are to pay 
lo.Livrcs ot\%s. for 10 Ells, or 15 Yards, 
by the Tariff of 1667, to which they are 
iubjed:, being Cloth, and not being men- 
tioned in the Tariff of 1699. 

So that they arc rated at 14 |. fer 
Yard. 

s, d. 

which on aj^ ^ !l^L^r«.. ^ 

Yaxdworth^|4^ l^.^f^'^'r , 

A lufficient Duty to prevent the Expos:- 
tation of every Ounce of this Manufiioure 
into France, as well zsSfgnifi Goths, which 
are liable to the fame Duty. 

But I think for SfaMJb Cloths the MercA-our spa- 
tor need not much trouble himfclf j theya'ftici»**< 
are made of foreign Materials, and ftand^f^lj;^ 
mohibitedby the Edi<^ of 1701, notwitb- 
^^nding any thing in this Treaty. 
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"The following Lottery (hewing the Vnreafon^ 
Menejs of fer miffing the Import dtion rf 
French MsnufdifureSy dnd Jome of the 
fs$d Confequences thereof; I take to be 
of thegreAteJl ImfortMce tofet this AUt-- 
ter in d true Light. 

To the Britifli Merchant. 

SIR, 
^ QJINCE it has been always allowed 

* [j ^^^^ foreign Commerce ought to be 
^ the chief Objedl of Gredt Britain^s Jea- 

* loufy, and that the Prefervation thereof 
^ is of the utmoft Confequence to her Wei- 
^ fare and Proiperity : 

* It is really fiirprizing that there fhould 
^ be any among us fo very inconfidcrate, 
^ as to plead for the Reftoration of the 

* French Trade, which muft unavoidabiy 
^ cramp us in almoft every valuable Branch 
^ of our foreign Traffick, reduce the Rents, 
^ and exhauft the Stock of the Kingdom ; 
^ that muft ruin our Manufadures, and at 
^ the lame time eftablilh theirs ; and which, 

* in fliort, will enable them to cngrofs the 
5 Trade of the Univerfe* 

^ Are we ignorant that France^ for many 
^ Years paft, has emplovM her ableft Mini- 
t fiexs and great^ft Politicians to fix her 
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^ Commerce upon a firm Bafis and fplid 
^ FooDdation? That his moil Cbriftian Ma- 
^ jefty has applyM his utmoft Care for io- 

* couraging of Trade and Navigarion, as 
^ the only Means to enrich his Subjects ? That 
^ he is fiilly determined to maintain this 
^ Conqueft, and that above 40 Years fince 

* hedcclaredj That the Efiablijbments he had 
^ made^ having in every thing the Succefs he 

* expe^edy he thought himfelf obliged to fro- 

* vide for their Continuance ? 

* Or has his and his People's Indolence 

* from that time rendered them fb contcmp- 

< tible^ and usfb very fecure and lafe, that 

< we are content to cherilh inch a Ri- 
^ val? 

< Is it poflible that Britons can thus ex- 

* pofc themfdves to a Nation that is immo* 
^ deratcly bent upon enlarging her Trafficfc, 
^ that is courting Commerce with the 
^ heartieft Applications and warmed Ad* 

* drcfTes that were ever yet made to a King- 

* dom, whole Navigation is prodigioufly iq- 

* creafedy or to any Potentate, whoiscon- 
^ vinced by Experience that the BAL- 
^ LANCE OF TRADE, wherever it cen- 

* ters, muft fecure the BALL ANCE OF 
^ POWERy and whole unbounded Ambi- 
^ tion^ when thus fuppoited, ihall tempt 
5 him to contend for Univer&l Empire ? 

^ Have we fo foon forgot, that if our So- 

^ vereign had nOt broke the Chain with 

{ whk:h Eurofe was feme Years paft threat- 

X 4 [ ned^ 
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* neif ihe had loog e'er tbi$ b^en m abjedfc 

* Slavey aod that among the haa!i>k and 
< trembliog Croud, we imift have £illeQ up.. 

* on pur Knees like the C^xatl, and heet^ 
f loaded at the Mercy of the Conqueror? 

* But the Advantages we enjoyed by our 

* Trade, enabled her Majcfty to fiumoiiat 

* all Difficulties, and to feajre not only her 
? own 3ubje<a5 but other Nations alio fron» 

* the impending Ruin. 

* However Great Brita/a can be only 
' thus copfidcrablc, and hold tb« B^ace 

* of Ettrapfj wbilftlheisrichandpowerlUl; 
^ and we can only be fiiid to be a rich aad 

* powerful Kingdom, as ouf Riches and 

* Power bear a proportion with our Neigh- 

* hour Nations. 

* Can we then be <o very unhappy, as 
' to give Fraafe a Market for her A(fan«- 

* iadures, whereby flie Ihall be fecrpirec^ 

* and we exhaufteci? Will not this 6>fQQ- 
*. fibly affea:, us in the tendereft part, that 

* our Commerce muft immediately wax fee- 

* ble, ^ad by confequeoce muft not our 

* Power be Ibou abated ? 

* Our preient Security is certainly owing 
(next to the Blcfliug of Providence) t0 

* her Majefty's Fiimnefe to the commcui 

* Caufe of £«r<3^*j to her wife Councils, to 
' the nappy Condud of her grejjt ijud &ith- - 

tui General, and to thematchlefsBraTery 

* of hex Forces both at Land and Sea; but ^ 
' nothing can moxe effeauaily eftabUlh our • 

* Prof- 
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Pyolpeirity than an Excels and Predomi- 
nancy of foreign Trade. 

* Of this her Sacred Majefty was lb fcoi 
fible, that flie gracioully recommended to 
her Parliament laft Year, TO THINK 
OF PROPER METHODS FOR IM- 
PROVING AND INCOURAGING 
OUR HOME TRADE AND MANU- 
FACTURES, whiph can alone render 
our Traffick to other Nations confidera- 
hie. 

* Thofc therefore who are fenfible of the 
JDiq)ortance faeiro^ and who have theln- 
tereft of their Country only in view, can 
never ftoop toluchMealaresas muft ne- 
ceflarily deftroy our Manufadures, and 
at the lame time eftablilh a Staple for alt 
Commodities in Fra/tee. 

* Bat I am periuaded, if the Advocates 
for opening a Trade with fvAnee, upon 
the Foot of the late Treaty, would but 
confider the Advantages we have enjoyed 
by the Increafe of our Woollen, Silk and 
Linen Mano&dures, &c^ fince the Pro- 
hibition of our Commerce with that King- 
dom in 167$ ; and inquire alio into the 
State of our Trade, both before andlince 
that Period, they would foon declare a- 
gainft the pernicious Coniequences of luch 
an Experimeoc. 

» Our 
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* Our Exports beforcp 

^ the £ud Prohibition 10^*2,03 2,$ 12 4 o 

* 1662*^ amounted to ]^ 

* And in 166S-9 2,065,274 19 o 

* And our Exports^ 

^fincc the Prohibition inS-5,788, 166 17 6 

* 1 699 amounted to j 

. * And in 170 j 6,644, 10 j o o 



rhe Ad' ^ Whereby it appears that we have ex- 
vMce of < ported in the two laft Years nine MiBonSy 
7»^thg^'^ ^^^^^ )&i//r//r^^/^rf; fix thoufand^ One hun- 
Pfckthh * dred eighty two Pounds fourteen Shillings 
^«^ ^ snd Six-pence, MORE than in the two 
S!^ ^firft Years. 

* This prodigious Increafe in our Expor- 
tations is certainly owing to the great In- 
creafe of our Manufad:ures, and their In- 
creafe to the Prohibition of the Fr^/i^yfr 
Trade. 

* And it is very obfervable, that fince 
our Silk Manufadures have been encou- 
raged, they have greatly promoted the 
Exportation of woollen Goods j con- 
trary to an Opinion formerly propagated 
(to ferve a Turn) of their being incon- 
fiftent with, and prejudicial to one ano- 
ther. 

* For in 1662, or in 1668, our exported 
W^oollen Manufa(^ures could not, in pro- 

^ portion 



Digit 



zed by Google 



Tl)e Trade with France: ; i j^ 

*^ portion to the general Export as aforefiud, ^'^ 'f 

* exceed the Value of nine hundred thoufind ^^f^^. 

* Founds. turtttx. 

* But in 1699 they amounted to two Mil-^^i^* 
' lions nine hundred thirty two thou/and, two neB. 

* hundred ninety two Pounds feventeen Shil'-^'fi '*» 

* lings gnd Six-fence, ^^99- 

* It amounts then to a Demonftration, 
' that there is an infeparable Dependance 

* between the Woollen and the Silk Ma- 

* nu&dures ; and that as the unwrought 

* Foreign Materials whereof our wrought 

* Silks are mad^ meet with Encourage- 
^ ment or Diicouragement here, the Wool- 

* len Manufadures wherewith they are pur- 

* chafed in Turkey and Italy ^ will inevitably 

* find the &me Fate there. 

* The laid Silk M anufa^re having been 

* iupported by neceflary Laws, is now com- 

* putedtobe about twenty times as great Ti^eM* 

* as it was in the fourteenth Year of the"""^^ 

* Reign of King C/&4r/« II. when the Com- '^S-il/*.. 

* pany of Silk Throwers employed, in and '"'"y^"'* 

* about the City of London, FORTY S/f/'" 
« THOUSAND Men, Women, andChU- 

* dren. 

* And muft this Manufadure, which 

* occafions fuch vaft Exportations of our 

* Woollen Goods and other Produds, that 

* gives Employment to fuch Multitudes of 

* Her Majefty's Subjeds, be part of the 
SACRIFICE that fome would make to 

f prance? Whatfoever the charitable Part 

of 
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^ of Maakind may think, the MISBRA- 

* BLE POOR will never conclude they 

* can plead Ignorance for their Excule. 
Tfftbi^ ^ ButwhentothisihaUbefoperaddedtbe 
ff^f\cf t Deftrucaion of our Linen Maau&(3:ure$, 
^Jittfi^ ^ which are i^creafed in Great ^tain and 
iMr«. f IreUndy fince the late Wars, at Icaft 

* 600,000 /. ftr Ammm \ and that we ftiall 
^ lofe the Exportation of a very ^at Part 

* of 400,000 /. yearly, to purcbaie Linens 
^ in Germamy; befides the total Lois of 
^ our Paper ManufacSxire, and the Prejudice 
f \yemull: fiiffer in our diftiUed Spirits, c^^. 
f together with the MdigMnt lufiuenie 

* which the French pommerce will have on 

* our Portttgdy hdUau and Turfy Trades, 
^ that are now carried on to the ineipreflible 

* Benefit of the Kingdom : 

^ What an incredible Sum will riicre be 
^ then annually loft to this Nation; and 
f what Mifery muft it entail upon us? 

< I muft appeal tq every unbiafe'd Perfoq 
? living, who is converiant in Trade, whc- 
f thcr thele (with many others that might 
^ be infifted on) are not the natural Come- 
f quences of letting in an INUNDATIOt^ 
f of French Manufai^ures upon us* 

^ And if this fhould ever be our Portion, 
? have we any Reafbn to flatter our ielves^i 
^ that our prefent flourifliing Trade muft' 
f not dwindlq to the wretched State it wa^ 
^ in before the Prohibkion of the French 
^ Coinmerce as aforeiaid ? 

^ For 
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^ For I fhall make no fcnmle to aflertj 
^ that the opening a fric Trade with Frant:e 

* can make us very little or no amoids. 

^ At prefent, it's allowed, we enjoy a 
^ confiderable Advantage by that Trade, by 
^ their taking from us what they want ; 

* but this being obtained by the Peace, not 
^ by the Treaty oif Commerce, will remain^ 
^ tno the (aid Treaty ihould never be ren- 

* derM efiecftual by a Law. 

^ What can we further exped: from France^ 
^ if that Treaty was in force ? 
- ^ Are not our faltcd Fifh, SiMar^ and the^r^^i if 
^ Produd of Whales, exdudeaby the Ar-^*''^''"- 
' tides fubfequent to the Treaty? Arenotf,'^X 

* our WooUcn Cloths, Serges, Perpets^M «»i 

* Stuffs, and Says^ (our principal Manu-* ^j^'i^, , 
^ fedurcs) liable by the Tariff of 1699 lOthfttt^ 
^ an exorbitant Duty, from 30 to 50 fer'^'^f^^j 

* Cent, which will amount to a ^^ihi-'^ll^^^^ 
^ tion ? And tho it is freUnded^ that our ' "^*' 
^^ other Manufai^nres are to pay by the Ta- 

\ riff* of 1664; can it be imagined, that a 
^ Cuftom of 25 to j6 fer Cent, (on all 
^ but Friezes and Cottons) as you have 

* akeady proved, will not effcAually pre- 

* vent thdr Importation ? 

^ Again, are not all our foreign Goods, 

* and all our Manufiwftures made of foreign 

* Materials, actually prohibit^ in France^ 
^ and has not the 5th Article of that Treaty 
f cftablifliM thofe Prohibittons ? 

^ Where 
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3 1 8 the BtitiihMerchant. 

^ Where then is the Equivaleot for this 
monftrous Evil ? Can iach Pohcicks as 
thefe procure it ? Is this the bed Method 
our Mercdpor can preicribe to increafe the 
Trade and the Stock of the Nation, and 
to repair the Damages iiiftainM in the late 
War? 

^ But farther, after thisKingdom has been 
at a vaft Expence for ao Years together 
to fix our Manutadures, after our Legil^ 
lators have made fb many wife and ex- 
cellent Laws to encourage the fame, and 
with great Difficulty have fettled fiich 
profitable Employments for the Poor ; is 
it juft or reafbnable to unravel the Confti- 
tution of our Home Trade at once, and 
force many thoufand Families upon die 
LANDED INTEREST for a Mainte- 
nance ? 

^ Can the moft fanguine Abettors of the 
French Intereft im^ine, that any dentle- 
men are fb egregioufly ftupid, as to give 
the Nation fiich an incurable Wound r 

* I remember it was obferved by a late 
ingenious Author, that all Nations con* 
cur in this Maxim, Thdt the lef$ thej con-- 
fume of foreign Commoditiesy the better it 
is for them. To which I will add ano- 
ther, tho to the fame purpofe, ThM the 
Expence of foreign MMufaHures is the 
worft Exfence a Nation can be inclinable 
tOy and therefore ought to be prevented as 
much as Poffible. 

f Shaa 
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< Shall we then be cajoled into fuch a 
^ Commerce as this^ which will fend us a- 
^ gain to France for Manufacfhires that will 
^ ibon drain us of our Treaiiires, and aug- 
' ment the Grandeur of that Nation, whoie 

* exorbitant Power has coft us very lately 
^ fi> many MiUions to reduce, anci which 
^ aew to fuch a Magnitude by purfiiing 

* fteddily her Intereft in foreign Trade ? 

* Before the late Wars, is it not noto-^ance 

* rious that frame gain'd, upon the Bal-^J^,^ 
^ lance of her Trade with the Northern ^:y Tr^JU 
^ Parts of EuroPey at leaft five Millions *J^'^^^ 
^ Sterling? And has ihe not fince intro- Eui^p^lL 
Vduced her Woollen Manufadhires into fir^ the 

* many diftant Countries, in great abun-''*'*^'^'* 
[ dance, to our vaft Prejudice? 

^ How many arc there of our Turkj Mcr- TheW tut- 

* chants, who remember the Time when^ci^^''* 
^ the Fr^wA Imports into the Grand Scig-<^«ri. 

^ nior's Dominions did not exceed 2 to } 00 
^ Cloths pr ann. whereas now, the Value 
^ of their Woollen Goods imported annu- 

* ally thither, is greater than what ours, 
^ /or fcveral Years paft, at aMedium, have 
f amounted to? 

^s * May it not then be fairly concluded, if 

* this Kingdom will favour them io far as 
^ ip take off their wrought Silks, which arc 
fumade of the raw Silks they bring from 
f T^urky and Itdy in return for their Wool- 
*^,lcn Cloths, Perpets, &c. that we could 
> UQt fall into properer Me^^(^§ ^ fix the 
1 :i.!i- : ^ ! Wool. 



Digit 



zed by Google 



%%6 Thf Britifli Merchant. 

' Woollen ManofiK^ure in France^ and to 
< prevont the Exportation of our own ? 
f I am, 

S I Ry 

tour Humile ^ervt»ty 

J.D.F. 



I JbaM0exf eonfidUr the frettftded JdvsM* 
tages we mAj bdve by the ExpertMtion 
if Raw Silk from Great Britala and 
Tnrky to France; in tnjwelr tb the 
foSv»ifig Letter, 

To the Britifli Merchant; 



SlRy 

* *TnHO you hive edfeddaH^ deitt9ii-. 
< X ftattcd die pernicionsC oi i fe q u a io ea 

* of opening a free Trade with Fr49re, and 
*• have fairly and My expofed many of the 
5 Argofflents urged in favour thereof; yet 

* weihail take the Liberty to pdt you i^ 
i miad of one Argument M hax. T!cadey 
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^ which we are informed is of confiderabic 
^ Importance, or at leaft great Strefs is laid 
^ thereon, viz. 

* Tljat if the French Trade was open as 

* ibmicriy, tho the French would impolt 
^ their Silk Manufadra-es into this King- 

* 4pm, yet we ihouk) thereby retrieve a 
« conficterabie Market for our Raw Silk ia 

* that Kingdom, by exporting great Quan- 

* tities both from hence, and dircdly from 

* the Levant. 

* And confcqucntly that foch a current 

* Confiimption for our Raw Silk would 

* greatly promote our Trade to Turkey^ 
^ and ruin the French Trade in thofc 

* Parts, &c. 

^ Your Anfwer to this will oblige 

5 I R, 
T<mr Humble Servants^ 

W.L. and S.K. 



In ailfv^et to this Letter I Ihal! alTert in 
general, That if the French were permitted 
to import their Wrought Silks into this 
Kingdom, (as they will be, if ever the 
Treaty of Commerce ilhould be rendered 
cffedhjal ; all the imaginary happy Confe- 
quences that can be deduced from that ill. 

Vol. II. Y grounded 
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3 11 The Britifli Merchant 

grounded Suppofition of our fupplying 
France with Raw Silk, muft prove vain Chi- 
meras, mere empty Notions, tho ceally 
well enough adapted to amide the Igno- 
rant, or thoie who are wilfully and coCti^ 
nately blind. 

But to deicend to Particulars: ^ 
By the Cufiom-Houfe Accounts laid be- 
fore the laft Parliament, it does not appear, 
that from Michaelmas 1668 to Michaelmas 
i66cf^ there was any Raw Silk re-exported 
from London to France ; however, after the 
Reftoration France did fometimes afford us 
a Market for this Commodity. But tho 
the Quantity was not confiderabie, and that 
at leaft two thirds of all that was ever fold 
or exported for France was Ardais, which is 
worth but about 9 /• fer lib. Weight, being 
the coarfeft fort of Ferfia Raw Silk ; yet 
Raw s'tik^o intent was the French King at this 
fold to time upon encouraging the LevamtTmdQ 
Prance, j^^ j^j^ Domiuious, that in March 1669 he- 
20 per j^^jgj ^^j. ^^ Edica, whereby a Duty cf 20 

Cent, m ^ - r i rT o;/ '' i rt 

Fiance on p^t LQnt.^ivas (mpojed on Raw oslky and aM 
all Raw 0fher Goods from the Levant, which fbould 
rl'u'ZcM i^^forted tnto France, provided thej had 
if landed been landed in England, or in any other fa^ 

ret^n oun- ^j^.^ ^^^ intended as a Prohibition to 
this Trade ; but the Farmers of the Cufloms 
finding that this Edid would be prejudicial 
to their Farms^ and the Importation of Raw 
Silk from Ttirkey not being then lufBcient to 

. fopp^y 
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Tl^e Trade with France!! 31 j 

fi^ply the Mann&durerSy the Execution 
of this Edid: was for fbme time connived at, 
or rather difpenfed with. 

In this manner therefore the Trade in 
Raw Silk between FrMce and other Coun- 
tries in Chrifiendom continued until Augu^ 
1685, when an Arreft of Council was pub« 
lilhed, which enjoined a ftri<5t Execution of 
the afore&id Edid: of 1669. 

To this the Farmers were obliged to have 
a greater regard than to the former, and 
the Importation by way of Yrench FUn^ 
ders was in a manner thereby prevented : 
But (b it wa^ the Importation both of Raw 
Silk, and all Levant Goods from En^Und^ 
was ftill permitted ; probably becaufc if it 
had been otherwife, it woula have founded 
very harfh in the Ears of our Legiflators, 
after they had in that very Year repealed 
the Statute of 1678, which prohibited the 
Importation of all their M^ufadures and 
Produds. 

For, as I am informed, the Exportation^ onr ^x- 
of Raw Silk from London after that Arreft/*r^^'«^'» 
took place, flood thus ; ^J/fJJ^ 

FromS^^^^? ^i6S6 lib. iiyaa^Tears. 

ciod73 C1688 19,52 

^- 111 . 

In three Years^ UL 15075; 

which at a Medium cannot exceed 28 crv 
30 Bales fer mn. fb that this was the advan-. 
Y 2 tageous 
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ii4 T%e Bntt(h Merchinf. 

tagcous Mirkct which was iheii tn]6ytd 
for our l^aw Silk in Fra9$cB «poo taking off* 
that Prohibition. 

About this time the Trade between Frame, 
and Turkey being increai^d, it was again at- 
tempted to promote the Confiimptibn of 
Kdvv SiLk from the Levant^ and to obftruc^: 
the Importation thereof at Roa^^ &c. by 
engaging the Manufadhirers of Lijle^ and 
others, to fupply themfelves wfth Raw Silk 
from MarfeiL'es^as is evident from the Arrefts 
of the 2 2d of Fehruarj and 9th oi No'vem^ 
her i688» And by another Arreft of the 
I 5th of "June in the lame Year, Tranfires 
or Permits were granted them, whereby they 
could have their Rm Silk from the faid Fori 
of Marfeilles without faying any of thofe Du- 
ties^ either of Importation or Exportation^ to 
which the Traders to other Parts of the King- 
dom were fubjeif. 

But the iatd two Arrefts were by degrees 
Jaid afide, on pretence of facihtating the 
Importation of Silk and other Goods proper 
for the Mahufai^ures of L//^, &c. 

This proving prejudicial to the Levant 
Company in frapce^ ( whofe Trade begun 
now to flourifli confiderably ) in 1692 
they reprefented to his Majefty, That unlefs 
the Importation of Levant Goods from Flan- 
ders could be freventedy it would be imfoffi- 
ble for them to carry on their Trade to 
Turkey, whereby the Exportation of the feve- 
rat Man uf azures of France would be ob- 

firuSted^ 
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Th tra^ with France. j if 

fifuSltd, the pfiacipal whereof ore WooHcn**' ^*'''' 
ClotSaSy Pcrpcts, Caps, Paper, &e. */J;^''' 

Ik W4S farther urged, Thst it ms enfter forf'nd, to 
Us M^fifs Su(>jtas of French Flanders /^"^'^'''J'- 
kdvt ^eir ^Aif Silk, &c. /rv/w thefity than 
fffim For^igmrsy n>ho ky this fernicious Trifr 
fsk dptiff ^)i0fr4h(f Sms from the KJng^ 
iotn. 

^ H^PppBpqtheidofy^/jr 1592. /&«Fr«och£. 
M^^'fb ordAins^ Th4t aS Silks, aad other'^'^^*^^*- 
Goods ji^dMrfb^dixfs comagfrom the ha^TC 'L 
y^m, a-c. wkifh kav* hetn lauded i» any othery»»^rMft, 
foriign Cpmntfy^^aS fty the Duties of 20 per 
Cent, a^ Valorem. Jnd bis Majefii PAO^ 
filBm 4U the faid Goods a J Merchant 
di&es to be imforted at any other Port or Place 
^ the Kingdonsy exeefft only at the Port of 
pankirk and the City of Roan, faying the 
faid Daties 0/20 per Cent. And excludes and 
frobibits 4 other Ports and Paffages. whether 
by Sea or Landyocfording to the aforefaidjrrea 
if the litb of Aqgoft 1685, i„ pain lof 
€oPfffiAtton is mUoftbe Goods as oftheHorfes. 
Waggons, Bnats, Feffelsy and other Carriages 
hncerfied in bringing the faid Goods, and of 
JOOO Livres Ftne for every Offence^ '* 

Thus the Importation Qf Raw Sill^ into 
^r4tfcey that had been landed in any Part 
pJChriJhndiM, whether in England, Hol^ 
land, "pvltafy, was entirely prevented, nof 
opi^ dPriflg the Remainder of that War, 
\>\^\Xi the IsdbPeace, and even to this pre- 
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3 16 The Britiili Merchant. 

fent time, as well by the Subjects of ftMce^ 
as by Foreigners. 

And in the French Book of Rates lately 
. tranflated into Englifb^ fol. ^84. afret the 
Lift of thofc Merchandizes from the L^- 
vMt^ which are to pay 20 fer Cent. acI 'ud-- 
loreiny according to the Arreft of the i %th 
of AuguH 1685, it is noted, That SILK. 
FROM THE LEVANT is not camprifei in 
thts prefent Uft^ becdufe it is PROHIBITED 
m THE KJNG's ORDINANCE. 

However, it moft be obferved, That the 

Dutchy by the 9th Article of their Treaty 

with Franc ey both at Refwick and Vtrechty 

did obtain. That as to the Levant Trade to 

Thi Dutch France, and the 20 per Cent, raifed on that 

^i'^'rlL ^^^^fi^^^ ^he Suhjeifs of the States General 

priviUgls of the United Provinces fbaU alfo enjoy the 

with the fame Liberty and Freedom as the Suhje&s of the 

uZ^hl'^^fi Chriftian Kjng ; fo as that the faid Sui- 

yzniTrade.jeSfs of the States General /ball he permitted to 

carry Merchandizes from the Levant to Mar- 

feilles, and other Places permitted in France, 

as rveU bj their own Ships as in French Ships ; 

and that the Subjects of the States General 

fball in neither Cafe he fubjeif to the faid 20 

per Cent, unlefs in Cafes where the French 

are fubje^ to it for carrying Merchandize in 

their own Ships /(? Marfeilles, and other Places 

permit iedy and that no Alteration /bdU he made 

herein to the Prejudice of the Subjects of the 

faid States General. 
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By this Article it is evident, the Dutch 
had ne other Advantage granted to them 
by the Treaty of Refwick than the Englijb 
eajoy'd, ( tho we had no Treaty of Conjt- 
nierce with the French at that time) ex- 
cept a Liberty to import Goods and Mer- 
chandizes direftly from the Levant to Mur^ 
feillesj &c. fmce the Subjeifts of Fri/ir^^, as 
well as of the United Provinces, were prohi- 
bited to import thofe Commodities from 
any Place in Chriftendom^ without paying 
the Duty ofaoftr Cent. 

But the Interruption, not only of Com- 
merce, but of Correfpondence in France^ 
during the late Wars, rendered us liich Stran- 
gers to the Laws of that Kingdom, that it 
was apprehended this Article was of much 
greater Importance than it really was ; and 
therefore it was infifted on at Vtrechty and 
obtained under the general Rule in the 8th 
Article. 

However, we have no Relief hereby as 
to thefixportation of our raw Silk to Prance ; 
nor fliould we have had any by the Treaty ^ 
of Commerce^ if it had been rendered eJP- 
fedxial by aLaw, being prohibited as afpre- 
iaid. 

For by the $th Article of the laid Treaty 
it isftipulated, ' That the Subjecfts of each 
^ of their Royal Majefties may have leave 
< and licenfe to come with their Ships, as 
* alfo with the Merchaftdijtes and Goods on 
i board the fame (THE TRADE AND 
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jxS Tie BritiQi Merchant, : 

Or*-- * IMPORTATION WHEREOF ARE 
EITIi'* * NOT PROHIBITED BY THE LAWS 
r* France* OF EITHER KINGDOM) to cbe Laods, 
CS «** Countries. &c. And fkat the Laws and 
ArtifU. ' Statutes of each Kingdoia ihall remaio ta 
f full Force, and fhall be duly put io £x&> 
' cutioo, whether they relate to Commerce 

* and Navigation, or t^ any other Right; 

* thole Cafes beit^ only excepted^ coaceta>- 

* ing which it is otherwiie determiaed ia 

* the Articles of this preieat Txeaty.* . 

It is then very obivous, that tmlcft the 
aforelaid Prohibition of raw Silk is taken 
off by an V lubiequent Article in that Tr«i* 
ty, it mud iliU remain in fbfce. 

But I cannot find that any other Pcoht* 
bitions in Frave^ are to be repealed, tfaaa 
QUOAD BONA MERCESQUE MAG. 
N^ BRITANNIiE, Mftrg, thryrffftS or 
rtUte to the Goods And Metfhmdiz>t cf Great 
Britain, as in the 9th Article. 

And therefore I ihall conclude, that all 
Prohibitions in Fruaee relating to ft^gn 
Goods, or tofuch as are mtm^^itred mthf^ 
reign MaterUls^ are allowed^ CDntinucd, and 
confirmed by this Treaty. 

The Importation of raw Silk fromGra^ 
Britain ilnto franct being prohibited, . as 
aforef^d, it remains to be confidered,whe^ 
ther we canrea&nably expej* any conAde* 
rable Benefit by importing of raw Silk di- 
4:e<aiy from Turkey to MarJdJks, 

Before 
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Before tbeie late Wars with Fnurrr, our 
Trade from the LrvAnt to MarfiiMts was 
very incoftfiderable; howcyer^ now and 
thi a little Silk, fome Wax, Shceps- 
Wool, Goats-Hair, Drucs, Cotton-Wool, 
and Yarn, Piotadocs, Hides, &c. wcrefent 
thither ; bat it is xttidi doubted whether, 
at a Medjom, the whole Value of thofe 
Exports amounted to 4 or 5000 i. ferAn^ 
num. 

And I ^m very well ailured, that the 
DMHh^ doriflig the laft Peace, dkl not ib 
much as diipatch one Ship from the LtVd^ 
CO Msrfeilles ; netdiet were they known to 
be coQcemed on the Fremk Ships which 
were m that Trade ; fb that their Commerce; 
that way, if they had any, was carried on 
privately, and could be but of very Imall 
Importance. 

Neither can either we or they ever expeifl 
any Benefit from that Market, unlefs we 
had equal Liberty with the Fre^fch Levdnt 
Company to carry our Goods by Tranfires 
into all Parts of that Kingdom, and thro 
it into other Countries. 

For thereby they arc difcharged of the 
Duties which muft otherwife be paid at L/- 
(ms^ and in tverj Province thro which they 
pals, iht Peages du Rohney of the Duty of 
^ftrCevt.i^Aides^ tiers fur Feaux^ Quaran^ 
tifHfy ami other extraordinary Imf off ions dnd 
Duties rphat/oever. 

But 
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^30 The Britifli Merchant: 

But this Indulgence is confined to the 
(aid Levant Company, and fbme few others, 
purely to encourage the Confumption of 
the Goods they import from Turkey^ in re. 
turn for what they export thither. 

The Sieur Mdgi and his Partners, (who 
are Woollen Manufadurers in LMguedoc) 
to obtain this Favour are obliged to export m- 
nudBy two thoufand Drafs LondreSy or fine 
Cloths made in imitation of ours^ at Cler-^ 
montj SeptieSj &c. totheLer/M/, as may be 
feen in the Arreft of the fecond of December ^ 
i6g2. 

Whereby it alfb appears, -^ That the 

^ Merchants of MarfeiHes were enabled by 

^ the faid Tranfires, to diicharge and fell 

^ out of the Kingdom one Part of the Mer- 

^ chandize which they import from the Le^ 

* vant to other Countries. 

Marfciiics If then there Importations of all Levant 

can'^ take Goods in 1 692 wcre {o great, that they 

tCitaw/,^^ fufficient for their own Manu£idbures 

hsc4ufe 'in France^ and a SURPLUS to fell to Fo- 

^^^yj'^ve reigntrsy certainly we have little reafbn to 

yiS/r flatter our fclves that MarfeiOes can take off 

9mft. our Lw4/i/ Commodities, when we reflect 

either on what has been already mentioned, 

or on the prodigious Increafe of their Trjuk 

iince that time. 

My aforeiaid Correlpondents, and my 
Readers, may hereafter exped an ample Ac- 
count of this ungrateful Scene; but atprer 
lent I fliall only afTerr, that about 30 Years 

m 
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ago the frencb Trade to Turkey was very in- 
confiderable ; whereas, fince the Conclu- 
fion of the Peace, the French MerchaiitSGr#4/ /». 
being encouraged by the Hopes of a ^^I'^^^^^^l^y^ 
Trade with Grent Britain^ and probably xrlil^rT 
well fupported by better Purfes than their Turkey, 
own, have vaftly extended their Commerce 
in the Grand Signior's Dominions, their 
Ships carrying down great Quantities of 
Cloth and Woollen Good^ befides divers 
other rich Conmiodities. 

To which muft be added the prodigious 
Sums they import into Turkey in Pieces of 
Eight, often 50,000, and ioo,coo, and 
fometimes 1 50,000 by afingleShip; where- 
by they are enabled to diipofc of their Cloth 
in Quantity, and have fcveral times fince 
the aforefaid Period cngrofsM both the fine 
and coarfc Silk upon the firft Arrival, of the 
Perfia Caravans; and it's needlefe to infill 
on the large Parcels of other forts of Goods 
which they daily engage in. 

Well therefore might one of my Conc^AdrnMng 
(pondents lay, that the French Nation i$^^^\^ 
immoderately bent upon enlarging her Traf-^i/^W 
iick, &c. and I am afraid, if we ^ouW^'t^" 
grant them a Market for their wrought Silks, JamrJ^j^ 
we ihould at the laid time eftablifh their ^^^mns^ 
Trade, and ruin our own in the Levant. ^'*^^' 

I muft now beg leave to produce another 
Letter to clear the old Scheme, given by 
our Aijer^hantsto the Loids Commiflionei^ 

^ ' ' • ' ' ' for 
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for the Treaty of Commerce with FrAfti^ 
in 1674, from the vile J^eflec^tonsc^on 
it by the Merest^ : but as the plaia^ft Ccm- 
virion of the Truth of that Scheme, t 
muft firft give fbme ExtnSts out of his Pa- 
pers, whereio he ioiifU on Cufiom-b^MJe 
Books as infallible, and dares us to appeal 
to them, as he does ; but afterwards denies 
their Validity, and calls them all Fallacy and 
Cheat : To liich wretched Shifts were the 
Authors and Supporters of the Treaty of 
Commerce, who ecpployed the Mm$t0r as 
their Amanuennsi r^ucr^d* 

MERCATQR Nuinb, j6. 

Are not the Cuftom-houfc Bonh Hife/itt 
Have not kotb Sides given Schemes ftfd to h 
uken frowh thofe Beoksy 5?c. 

To wbAt Purfi^e do Pbefe Mfn iesf the 
Bufb, And dAtKe in 4 Circle f fH^ CUS- 
TOM-HOUSE IS4 RECORD OP THESE 
THINGS^ and may be referred fOj even hack 
to 1664, an d further if they pleafe^ ^, 

The Mercator afpe4ls to the Cu(lofi}*h4Hli& 
Bopks^ And the i^ujiom-houfe BooM muft be 
right, and waj heJeArched ; Norn theft Men 
dAre not do ity 8cc. 

MERCATOR Numb. J49, 

To call then for the Mfofints of Exports 
and Imports from the Cuftom-houfe Books^ 
And to make a 'Judgment from ihem of the 
TrAde to Frawce, h to ^vet being cheated^ 
to c All for anEvidciice, who, vrAnAffnred 

before^ 
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beforB-hsndy din give no tnic Account of 
tlje Matter. 

Whit tUn h hcpme cf all jour Schemesy 
dnd Drdi^htSy Md Sums from the Ctiftom- 
hotife, i^ iphic% the Clamours againft the 
French Dtaie an fuf ported ? // is evident the 
Jud^nent timde from them is all Fallacy 

At.%t'I%% containing a Vindication 
of th OLD SCHEME. 

To th Britifli Merchant. 

i V V^ ji g letter which I wrote you the 
^ ^ 9^ ^^ Der^i^^^r laftj being only 
^ intended to remove thofc vile and infa- 
^ mous Reflexions which have been cafl: 
^ djton thofc Gentlemen, who publiihed in 
^ 1674 a Sdhettie of the Trade between 
^ England iMid ^ance^ m the Comtaodities 

* of the Native Froduifi and Manufadure 

* of 'caeh Country ; 

* I was in hopes, after the Inlpe(ftor-Ge- 

* neral (who mud be allowed to be a pro- 

* per Jadge of the Cuftom-houfe Accounts) 

* had apoft Oath given inch enlire Credit 

* to the manufcript which he mentions, in 
*, hi3 firft Report to the Commiifioners of 

* Accoimts^ that the Mercator might have 
^ at leaft allowed, it was poflible, if not 
^ probable^ the faid Gentlemen had given 

* the 
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^ the beft Account they had been able to 
^ procure, to thofe noble Lords of his Ma- 
^ jefty's Council who engaged them in that 
^ Work. 

* For I muft infift on it, that it's very 
^ realbnable to conclude, the fatd Manu- 

* fcript, or the Accounts from whence it 
^ was drawn, were the Foundation of that 
^Scheme. 

^ And I cannot omit another Argument 

* to prove Dr. DavenAnt^s firm Belief of 
^ the Validity of that Manufcript, which 
^ is. That upon this Authority, he not on- 

* ly grounds his Report of the State of the 
' Fremh Trade in 1662-2 and i66%^gy but 

* alfo the State of the whole Trade of the 
^ Nation for thole two Year^ which (lands 
^ thus: 

/• /• d. 

^ Anno 1669 f Imports 4,01^,019 18 o 

l/lur ' fo 1663 — i Exports 2,022,812 04 o 

Tradtfrtm i n n 

t66it» i, The Imports exceed thel 

JS'r* Exports^ )',99J,207 14 o 

^ Anno 1668 r Imports 49196,199 17 p 
^ to 1669 — 1 Exports 2,063,274 19 -o 

;i 

* The Imports exceed 7 „ ,,,S/c^ ,c «' 
.* the Exports J'«>«JM64 i8 o 



« This 
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Tie Trade with France/ j 3 j 

< This then is certain, that an Abftrad 
had been drawn out of the Books of £11- 
trieSj of the Quantities of Goods export- 
ed to and imported from all Parts, to 
which we traded in thoie two Years ; and 
the Dodior fays, h was drawn out almoft m 
the fame Fotm as the Ledgers in his Office 
sre now kept. 

^ Is it not then much more realbnable to 
believe, that thofe old Accounts which 
were r^ularly and fairly drawn out at 
leifure, mull be exader than thefe new 
Accounts, which were laid by the Officers 
of ^htCuftom-houfehtiott the lad Parlia- 
ment, which were extracted in a hurry, 
and confequently liable to Errors ? 
^ Befides, I cannot rejed: the Objedions 
you have formerly made againft all 
Accounts which are, or may be NOW 
brought from the Cuflom-houfe of the 
Tranfadions of thofe times. 

• Tho I will not fiippofe that either the 
prcfent Commiffioners, or the Officers 
who figned thofe Accounts, would deli- 
ver out any Account that appeared to 
them to be falfe or unjufh 

* For which Reafbn, and to oblige the 
Mercator^ fince he has taken fuch pains to 
juftify thefe Cufiom-houje Accounts, I am 
refblvcd (whether they are right or 
wrong) to allow them their full force. 

^ * For I am not contending, whether the 
Woollen ManufaiJhires exported to Frame 

^ in 
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« in 1668-9 ^®<^^^»^ ^ 61456/. as by the 
^ Scheme, or 68521 /. 17/. as by Dr. Da^ 
^ venunt^s RcpMts, or 93596/. 5/. 6 J. 

* according to the Cmfiom-houfe Account, 

< as is calculated m your Britijb Mer^ 

* chafft. 

^ The Difference between the leaft and 
' the greateft of thefc Valuations is but 

< 21850/. 5/. 6d. and what a Trifle is 
« this to the Ballance 0/96^3128/. 175. 

* 4 rf. which the Scheme chargeth to the 

* Debtor of the French Trade, exclufivc of 

* re-exported foreign Goods ? 

^ But the MercMtvr haying with the 

* greateft Aflurance declared, not only that 
^ this Scheme is manifeftly dete^ed of 
^''Forgery and Deceit, but that the Trade 

* between England and Frame has been al» 

* ways a benoicial Trade to this Kingdom ; 
^ and having alfo treated you with the 

-^ * greateft Rudenels and Indecency ; Ican- 

* not but efteem my fcif fo far concerned, 

< as to attempt the Support thereof, and to 

* juftify as far as I am able, th(?fc honeft 

* and worthy Patriots, who delivered that 

* Scheme to the Right Honourable the 

* Lords Commiffioners appointed for the 
^ * Treaty of Commerce with trance in 

* 1674, together with their humble Defires 

* in behalf cf the Englilh Merchants trading 
^ to France, and of the Englifh Trade ; and 
! I fubmit the whole to the Corredion of 

* every 
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» every proper and impartial Pcrfon what- 
i feever. ^ 

^ The main t^eftion therefore that 
^ oughttoberefolved, is this:, 

• What will the Goods and Merchandizes 

* exported to and imported from Fra^^c^ 
^ homMichaelmss i668,to Michaelmas 1669, 
^ together with the Wine and Brandy >vhich 
^ are computed by the Scheme, according. 
^ to the Co^iomption in 1674,. aipount to r 
^ an^ then how will the Ballance (land f 

^ I ihali therefore examine, not what ia<« 
< duced thofe Gentlemen to leave us fuch 
i an Atgoment againft the Fremh Trade^ 
)| but how &t the Cuftdm-houje Accounts^ 
^ which were laid before the la(t Parliament^' 
^ and fiicb others as I fhall refer to, Will 

prove fiifRcient Ybuchers^ to engage our 

* AfTent to the Truth of their Gompura- 
tions. 

^ in order then to clear up this Contro- 
\ verfy, I ihall in the firft place prefcnt you 
^ with an Abftrad: of the faid Schemie^ 
I which is entitled as follow ^ : 



€ 




Vol. it ^- ? A 
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ourschim,^ SCHEME OF THE TRADE ds if ii 

9f Trade 
with 
Prance in 
1674, AS 
I'lwn in 
i;y the 
MirchahtSj 

fed. 



at frtfent curried on hitmen IQn^aQd Ani 
France, in the Confmoiities of tlje Native 
Produifj^ and Manufaffure of each Country^ 
calculated as exalfiy 4s fofflble^ &c. 



* Wherein it is aflcrted, that there was ex- 
ported to France from the Port of London^ 
accot^ny to the Cufiom-hottfeBpokSy from 
Michaelmas 1 66 8 to Mickdelm^s i66g. 

I. s. di 
In Woelkn Manti6<ftares 6i\6fi o o 
In En^lifl) wroi^ht Silks x9?o o o 

Exported from London m\ ^ ^ , ^ ^ 

Manu&aures ~^ J ^^^^^ ^ ^ 
Exports from the Out-> 

poors, compatdd at one> 3115$ 6 8 
third more. 5 



^Exported frdm England i » ^ 

« inManufadtut^rs X ^ 

And in feveral Produ<3ts, w^. 
Lead 2 500 Fodder at i i /. 30000 
Tin 6000 hund. wt. 4 /. 
Ailum 1 00 Tuns 24/. 
Calves Skins, aind leather 
And in all other Goods 1 
to the Value of — — f 

Total of the Exports to 
France in laid Yea^r are 
computed at ~. 



24000 

2400 

1 0000 



6 3 

o o 
o o 
o o 
o o 



20000 o o 
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* Atid the Imports {ntoEfig-f I. s. di 

forts of LincDS amotmttoS 

Wrought Silks 1 50000 at 2/. jboooO o o 

Wine Tuns 11000 at 

12/. \os. — • I 

Brandy, Tuiis 4000 20/. 

Paper, Reams 160000 5^^ 

Pruens, Feathers, Salt ^ 

and Rozin — — c 



57500 

80000 
40000 

1^400 



o 6 



o o 



Kid-Skins 5QOO hund.}/. 
In all other Goods 



15000 
40000 



o 
o 



/ Total of the Imports^ 
' firom France are computedCii36i5o 4 d 

* at r- , i, ^V^ 

^ DeduS the Aniount of 

* the Exports to Frame as' 

* afbrefaid . 



I7id2i 6 8 



^ Baflance gainidd by the>^^^,^Q „ ^ 
Fre^frAfroiSnsyearly-. l^^^iaS 17 4 
• Befides all manner of Toys, Fans, 
Gloves, Laces, Point Laces, embroidered 
Garments and Beds, to an ineredtble Ya-^ 
he; 



Signedby 

f alienee U^mi^ 
Tbo.PapiBon, 
ffmes HouBlmi 
mOiam Bellamy i 
Michael Godfrej/i 
iSe(^ge Tortami 



^ohn Marvin^ 
Peter Paravicin^i 
^ohn t)uBois, 
Benjk Godfreys 
^dmond HanifoHi 
BenhDeLnme. 

^ Thcfe 



^^ 
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^ Thefe were the Merchants^ alloftlieiii 
great Traders to Frsncef who iigned the 
leveral Papers, which were prefentcd with 
this Scheme, to the Lords Commi/fioners, 
as was before hinted : for their LordiOiips 
being entirely fatisfied in their great Ex- 
perience, known Abilities, and unqaefti* 
oned Integrity, andl withal to teftify their 
own Care and Goucern for thepublick. 
Good and the Welfare and Profperity of 
the Trade of the Nation^ required thefe 
Gentlemen to render them their OpinionSy 
relating to the fettling of a fair Commer- 
cial Treaty between Doth Nations. 
^ With this Command thev honeftly and 
jiiftly complied, without the leaft r^^d 
either to Party or their own private Inte- 
reft, as may be ieen at lar^e in theur afore- 
faid Papers. 

^ But tach is the Iniquity of the Mcrcafor 
and his Friends, that they have inleveral 
of hi^ Papers reprefented this Scheme ds 
Mfhofi ufifair and f Art id CalcuUtiony a ^- 
fignedCoUufion^ than which nothing cm he 
more corrupt j that it was in it felf a, Defigm 
dijhonefiy 4 Jhameful PMper^ s horrid Ro^ 
guery^ 4 curfedy ofen^ naked Cheaty &c. 
^ HoAvever he cannot without ibme 
Shame and Confufion remember, how 
p^ofly he has impofed 6n his*Re^ders, and 
how injurioufly he has treated' the laid 
Merchants, firft by charging their Scheme 
^ \^ith a Fraud in its Title, and then brand- 

^ ing, 
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f ine them with the icandalous Names of 

* Chear% &e. for giving a Scheme of the 
f Trade as it was then carried on betweeii 
^EngUnd and Francey and omitting therein 

* the re-exported foreign Goods. Whereas 

* it is he himielf that has^fified theTitle^ 

* by (biking out lilie three laft Lfnes th^re> 
fof, 

* In the Commodities of the native Produlf 
^ And MAnufAlfures of each Country^ cd* 
f culated MS exslflj 4S fqfflble^ Scc 

< But by the true Title of the Scheme, as 
^ aforelaid) it is obvious at firft fight, that 
^ they had only a regard to the Trade in 

* the Commodities of the native ProduSf 
^ and ^anufaSlure of each Country ; and it 
^ appears now by the Manufcript n^ention- 
^ ed by Dr. Davtnant^ that they could give 
^ no other Account, and therefore they 
^ fi^^nkly and fairly declare by the Title^ 
^ wnat was intended^ tho this Man has 
^ baiely and treacheroufly reprefeqted it 
^ othetwife. 

^ The Scheme being thus vin^licated in 
^ its Title and Dcfign, I Ihall in the next 

* place give you an Abridgment of the 
^ Cuj^om-Houfe ActoxxniSy which were laid^ 
^ as aforefaid^ before the laft Parliament. 

^ Whereby it will appear, wherein the 
f Scheme and thofe Cu^om-Houfe Accounts 
^ differ- 
^ ^ ?; ? ! The 
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^ The yali»tion of the Particulars is ac^ 
f cording to the Rates roade uie of in tho 
^ Scheme, ^s fyi is they will icrve ; being 
f latisfied the Authors thereof were perfedHy 
^ acquainted with the Prices of all forts of 
^ Goods^ not only at home^ but in framf^ 
^ from whence they received annuallv vaft 

* Quantities ; and the reft is fiipply xJ acr 
f cording tQ the heft Informations \ could 
^ obtain. 

^ And becauie the Quantities, or total 
^ Value of our Manufacbtes ano PrQdud:^ 
5 exported from the Out-Ports, and of feve* 
f ral Goods apd Merchandizes imjported at 
^ the Qut^Ports^ouId not be aicertainedby 
^ any trther better Rule, they arc deter<? 
f mined by the (kn? Proportions ^ the £x« 
^ ports and Imports from and at the Out*- 
f Ports in 16S5-6, bear to the Exports 
^ and Imports of the iame Year ^ Lon^^ 
'don. 

^ Whereby the Objection made by the 
$ Commiffioners of the Cufioms a^inft the 
^ Computatipn in the Scheme, relating to 

* the Value of what was exported from the 

* Out-Ports, (being one third of the Valup 
f of the ManufecSures ejjpqrted fro« Lajf* 
f don) is fully ^nfwered. 

^ Hpwever, it muft j)e ohferyed, that die 
< Officers at the Cufiom-houji^ bcih before 
^ and after 1674^ we^e generally gt^vemed 
^ in their C^c^latio|ls by that propprtion^ 

f and 

^ .11'-' 
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* and it exceeds the prefent InffeSlor-Gene- 

* taPs Rule, in his firll Report, fol. i z. 

^ This is mentioned^ not became a gene* 
^ ral Ride adhered to in the Cuftom-houfe^ is 
^ to be obferved cither in this, or in many 
5 other particular Cafes. 

* But to ihew how it came to be made 

< ufe of in the Scheme : for this Scheme was 
^ drawn and pr<jf)ared by the ptoper Oifi- 
^ cers in xhctujtom'4$oujej and is entered in 
^ thole 3ooks, tho the prefent Commlflio- 
^ ners cannot find tbst the fame was fre-, 
f fared by Order of. their Predeceffors. , 

* The Particulars of the Goods and Mcr-^^^* **• 
^ chandisEes exported from the ^otioi L9nJf/J^\^^, 

* don &om Michaelmas 1668 10 Michaelmas ^on from 

< 166% as by th? Cupm-houfe AccountjJ^^j^J^J-^ 
^ are as follow; to 1569, 

* valued as aforefiiid atS 9? 39 5 ^connt^ 

^Wroi^htSilks,//^.47Jt-e ,j,8, ,. p 
^ 2I. ics. — i ^ ^ 

« L^„pFod. .n>qnd.^ "^ISM o 

f Tin hund wt 99<- 3? . g, ,„ <> 

* qrs. 14//^. 4/. 5 37 / •< 
« AUom, 393 huod. wr.? 

< i/. 4/. ^ 471 *? o 

< Tann'd t«athef 45 58 4 t 

* hand, computed i/i^X /r .- -^ 
^tpartat6Utat9i> '^H^ '^ o 
^ and t at 12 d. per lib. J 
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'' ' ' I f d^ 
9990 15 6 

^ I I $00 O Q 



' Unrated Goods 
* In other Miantifadiires> 
^ apd Produ<^s 



15132^ 



8 



' and foreign Goods ex- 
f pbrte4 from the Out- 

* Porrs^ccordii^tothe 
f Proportion of What 

* was exported from the 
^ Out-Ports in i^8^-d,>- 756^1 14 q 
^ computed at one ikalf I 

* part of what was ex- 

* ported in Manufao 

* tures and Produds 

* from Londofty amquat 

* fo — r ' ' 



225985 2 'a 

^A.. -' J^oJ'eignQpods re-exported from LiwiV. 

extorted J.2oSr> lilt, xpt Ontrnti-^ 

1099 le o 

^^ ^^^^ 1180 15 p 

* 1914 ' hund. wt. Qauls,;> , . 
* at j/. ■ ^1 574} >o o 

! 50077 //W, Goat Hair, > , ' 
!at2/: '5 5;<>97 «4 o 

t 160848 



Goods re* _ w , - « ^ — IT"' 

«/vr/«r<i 43980 lib. Wt. Cotton 

5,».Lon- * Wool, at 6 i. 

2JOI5 ^'*« wr. potton 
* Yam, at 12 d. 
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H ^08 1 6 //^. Tobacco, at;, ^^'^ \ , 

<204^Tuns of OU, at^ 6120 o o 

< 6080 b. 2 qrs. ? //*.; , ,, « 

* Sugar bought at 25/. S ^600 ij p 

* ?24859 /^; wt. Pepperj g 

< bl. at o^. 5 ^^ ^ 



r 



*799S7 pieces of CaUio ^ ^ 

f coes, at 15^. „ 5 ^yy 

* 8481 //^. Indico, at i /.? , «, , ^ 

. 765^ doz. Ooats-Skins,^ .530 o o 

^'fnSSf^ ^ ^'»^^? 17.00 



Qopds 



<??495 <^ 9 



^ Total of the Exports to FrsMce in 1668-9, 
f computed at 290480 8 9 



^ The Account and Value of the Goods 
f and Merchandizes imported from FrMce 
? in the i^id V^^^i^ next to be afcertainM- 

^ But it ihuft be obferved^ th^t thefe 
f Cuftam^houfe Accounts are vtty defedive J^fi^^J" 
* in not taking'notice of th6 Vt^ine and un- (om-^oufe 
^ rated Goods imported at Undon^ nor of AccoHnis. 
f any Goods imported in the Out-Ports» 

^ For 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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hy another ^ 
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Mcqunts* 



The Britifli Merchant. 

^ For the Inffeiior-Genetd has given an 
Account, fol. 15 and \6j of the Wines 

imported into the Port 6f London from 
France. 

* Both in 1662-5. 

^ And in 1668-9. 

< And therefore it is VERY STRANGE 
it fliould be alTerted, that the Books of En- 
tritsfor fVines^ ending at Michaelmas 1669 
are not to be found j aqd the Omiilion of 
the unrated Goods is fo grols, that it's 
flirewdly to be fufpedied, they are de- 
fective in other Articles. 

^ However, to fupply part of thefe De- 
fe<as, I flitil take to my Afliftance ano- 
ther Cufiom-houfe Account, which was for^ 
meriy Wid by the Farmers of the Cufloms 
before a Houfe of Commons, and was 
produced before the laft Houfe of Com- 
mons, as an Evidence to confirm the Au- 
thority of the Old Scheme : It's entitled^ 
An Account of Liquors dnd French Linens 
imported at the Port of London and Out^ 
Forts from Michaelmas 1667 ^^Michaelr 
loas 1669. 

Which is fig$i«d by 

5f^. Daw/bn^ per ColL 
£. Bremer, per Comp. 
Th^K^^^fto^y pcrSr, 
%Qhn Wolfienhdm^ 
John Shmv^ 
E. Turner, 

[ Whereby 
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* Whereby it ^ears there were import- 

* ed into England, in thofe two Years, Li* 
^ nens of the JVIanuiadure of Franeey s\$ 

* follows. 

L s. d, 

* 10644a pieces of Loc-^ , «^^ 

*krams,at6/. J<>}«652 o o 

* 3002 pieces dyed Li-> 

*nciis,ati/. I 300J o o 

^ 10281 Yards Diaper > « 

« Tabling, at 2 /. § '^^'^^ 

* 5?o62 Yards Diaper* ,, 
' Napkining, at i/. I ^^^^ 

^ 975J hundr. Elk iVbr-^ ^^ 
' ii^ Canvas, « 7/. I ^^^7i o o 

* J4712 hiind. EUs, F/Vry^ 

* and Nov. Canvas, atC^^o 

< 6/. >2o8272 o 9 

« 45?? pair of old Sheets,^ ^ 

* 2257 Bolts of Pfl/<^i/iff/,-> ^ 

'at If.. *| l<^92 15 9 

< 4798 pieces of Kentings,> 

'at I/. 10/. S 7*97 o o 

* 155 hnnd. EUs, packiM? - . 

< Canvas, at 2/. los/S 3^7 »o O 

* 800 Shirts vaiued at — 64 o 



< Iinported in the (aid two < 
* Years by this Account! 
*Fr^w/» I,inens,amoun-c9^*^5? '5 o 
f ting to 

<Thc 
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« The half part of the faid y 

* Year, is J 
f Imported from the 19th 

« ofOSfokr i6^9 tq the 

< aoth of 0<f?o^fr 1669, 

* other forts of Linens, 

* which SM'e omitted in 

* the afbrefaid Accpunt, 
' |)ut are inferted in the 

< Account from the 

* X^uftom'houft , which 

* was laid before th^ 
^ laft Parliantent. 

< ?oohund.Ells Cloth of? ^^^^ ' ^ 

'Brifany,zt6Liis,^d,S *°°° ** ** 

' n?^079 JU of Coor.^ ^^^,^ ,^ ^ 

« 809 pieces of Quintins,. ^ 

^ at loj. 5 f -T . 

; .,6.^doz.orB«ctens,^ J4«5 » o. 

i And for feveral other 7 

* finaU Parcels of Cloths '^5 o o 



By 
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/. s. d. 
^ By this Medium oft 
the Farmer's Account, I 
and by the aforeiaid Cuf \ 
tom-houfe Accounts, the,>5o($957 j 6 
Linens imported from! 
FrMce in 1668-9 arc I 
computed at ■■ -^ 



^ If itfhould be objeded againft this Ar- 
^ tide, in the tafmer^s Account, 

< That theOut-Ports could not take off 

* lb great a Quantity of Linens, as will 

* appear to be wanting by the faid Cujlom^. 

* houfe Account, to anlwer this Sum of 
^ 506957 L 7 s. 6 d. 

. /. /. d. 

^ I anfwcr, That the Li-i 
^ nens imported in this Year, j 

* at the Port of Londopiy as 1 

^ by the faid Cufiom-houfe ^7 /^j 000 o 
^ Account, according to the I 
^ aifof eiaid Valuation will a- 1 

* mount to about J 

^ AndconfeqwentlytheLio 

^ i^ens imported at thcOut->259957 7 6 
^ Potts are only valued at 3 

VThis being the Total ofy^.^. ^ ^ 
< thisYeafs^mport 5 5^^957 7 6 

^ — 
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* Whereas, if yoa compare the Proppr- 

* tion of what Was imported in 1685-6^ 

* at the Out-Ports, with what was im- 
^ ported the fame Year into Lon^n^ 

^ You will fijid th« Difference betweea 

* London and the Out-Ports in that Year, 

* was much grefttcr than is before^menti- 

* oned. 

/. 
^ For then, ^cording to this^ 

* Valuation, there was imported^ 

* into the Port of London, U^J^T^^^ 

* nens to the Value of *— j 

^ And into the Out-Ports to the i» 

* Value of /297000f 



^ Total Amount of the Linens^ 
^ iaaported, as by the Cufiom'^houfe^^j6oQO 
^ Accounts in 168 5-tf| 3 

* Which though Ihof t of the Value of^ 
^ what was imported in 1668-9, yet the 

* Value of what was then imported at the 
^ Out-Ports is 3704a L12S.6 ii mpre th^a 
^ is charged in this Year, 

* And if it fliould be further objedcd,- 
^ that thefe Linens are valued at higher 

* Rates than you have valued the Linens 
^ imported in 1685, which I obferve was 
^ according to the Cuftom-houfe Valna- 
^ tidn: 



I 
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^ I ftiall only add what the Gentlemen 
^ who publiflied this Scheme mention, in 

* their Report to the Lords Conimiflioncrs, 
^ viz. 

** That the Silks and Linens importe4 
^ from FrMce into EngUndy ztt one with 
^ another charged but after the Rate of 5 
^^ fer Cent, for though by the Book of 
" Rates for Subfidy and Additional Duty^ 
^ the faid Commodities are rated to pay a^ 
^ bout 7 fer Cent, yet they being qnderv^rt 
^ lued in their Prices, the Duties levied on 
*^ them, do not in the general exceed 
^ % fer Centi of their real and true Va^ 
« lues. 

* I ihall proceed to the Article of 

* wrou^t Silks, of which the Farmers Ac-* 
^ count makes no mention, and the Cir/?e?i^^ 

* boufe Account only takes notice o£ 

* lb. 66 JO t^ Imported into the Port of 

* London ; for, as aforefeid, there is no Ac- 

* count of what was imported in 1668-9 

* into the Out-Ports. 

* (Tho by the Commiflioners Report 

* to the Lords, all the Out-Ports Books were 

* not ffpanting ; if therefore they have the 

* Accounts ftom Dover and Deal^ it would 

* be foon found, what Quantities of 

* wrought Silks were imported that Year.) 

^ Neither does the Scheme pretend to 
^ give an exad Account of what was im- 
^ ported, but computes it at lb 150000 wt. 

t fer 
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* per Annum^ which at 2 /. per lb wt. *i 
^ mounts to j 00600/. 

* rtowcver the Authors therein note, 
15000 1. ^ l^hat in 1674 there was itceived ac 
^"^uZ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ Dover only ( as they were 
D^vcr/tfr" informed) 15000/* for the Cuftom of 
Ircnch <« wrought Silks : io that considering what; 
stik. a jijay be conveyed away privately, and 

^ that great Quantities are worth from 3 L 
^ to 4 /. the lb weight, they believe the 
^^ wrought Silks may amount to much more 
*^ in value than what is above. 

^ And if any one would inform himfelf 
^ from' tKofe French Fadors, who are ftiil 
< living, and were at that time in London^ 
^ of the vaft Quantities of French wrought 

* Silks, that were then fold in that City, 

* they would be foon convinced, that there 
^ was annually imported at leaft double the 
^ Quantity which is mentioned in the 
^ Scheme, 

^ This is alfo proved beyond all Con- 

* ttadidlion, by the prodigious encreafeof 
^ that M^nufadture in this Kingdom, and 

* by the yearly Importations of raw and 

* thrown Silk, which are now much great- 

* er than in thofe Days j the Manufadurc 
' whereof, exclufive of the Coft of the 
\ Silk, amounts to a much greater ^um 

* than is above-mentioned. 

* Butleftitfhouldbe doubted, whether 
^ there was ever any confidarable Quantity 

^Drought 
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^ brought to England in one Year, you 

* have already proved, that in 1685-6 there 

* was importea into London^ 5906 ' lb 
^ And into the Out-Ports,1 

* befides what might be| 

^ imported, during the M-)> ^15591 lb 

* rJEp4f/w4jQuarter, in 16861' 
^ 2LtDedj &c. J 

12149711b 

* Which thb a iefs Quantity than is Com- 
^ putcd by the Scheme, yet according to 
^ your Valuation at 50 s. per lb weight a* 
^ mounts to Jo J743 /. 1 5 i. 

* And he that knows any thing of the 
' Price of Wrought Silks, muft allow you 
' have not exceeded the Medium. 

* Neither is it to be imagined, that the 
^ Merchants who drew this Scheme, ex- 

* cecded the Quantity of what was fairly 
^ imported in 1674. 

* So that upon this Foot this Article could 

* not be over-valued ; but on the contrary^ 
^ if the clandeftine Importations were to 
^ be added, I have good Reafbn to believe 
^ it would amount to near 800000/. fer 
^ Annum. 

< As to the Computation, that 11 000 
^ Tuns of French Wine were then annually 
^ imported into this Kingdom^ 

VoL Ih A a * It 
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French i It is plain by the Farmers Accatmti 

^Zd7^ ' that from Michaelmas 1667 to Michaelmas 

nuaih. ^ 1669, there was imported 2 147 1 Tuns. 

< From Michaelmas 1672 to Michaelmas 

^ 1674, the Merchants afTert in their afore- 

< fkid Report^ that there was imported inno 

* London 22500 Tuns. 

' By the Cuftom^houfe Accounts laid be- 
^ fore the lafl: Parliament, the Medium of 
f what was imported into Lc?;?!:/^?/? in 1675, 

< 76, 77, and 785 is 8535 Tuns per An- 
^ num. And the Medium for 1686, 87, 

* 885 89, was 1 5401 Tuns/^er Annum. 

* Let the Mercator then add the juft Pro- 

* portion for what was imported at the 

* Out-Porrs, and he will hardly be able to 

* perfuade any reafonable Man in the King- 

* dom that this was a partial Calculation. 
Brandy. * The Braudies are next in courfe to be 

* confidered ; the Scheme fuppofes that we 
^ ihould take from France 4000 Tuns per 
^ Annum^ not, as the Mercator has been 
^ perfuading his Readers, that 4000 Tuns 
^ were aflerted to be imported in 1668-9. 

^ On the contrary^ theMerchantsafTert^ 
^ ed, that the Quantity imparted from itf/- 
^ chaelmas 1663 to Michaelmas 1664 was 
^ fo imall, that it deferves not to be no- 
^ ted. 

^ That from Michaelmas 166 j to Micha* 

* elmas \66^y there was imported iaco Z^^iiM 

* don but 3000 Tuns : And by the Farmers 

I Accoonc 
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' Accoutlt ^ total Trnpoit in the iaid two 

* Y^tfS aiBQiiDted only to ^jf^TuasM 

' But&ofa MichiulfHdS'i'6fi toidi(h*el' 
< tlmas t6^iy there was io^poned into the 

* Port of Lnldoa^^l% Tun^ befideswhat 

* was imported into ta^ Oitt-Porosj which 

* were the two preceding Y^wsbcfibirethey 
' ttade this Calcalatioa. . . 

. * Since theucfore the Coniiimptions of 

* FrtJtch Biandy eiM:reafed ye^rty very imich 
' jftom 1663 to 1674, they could not c€ai- 
' dude that lefs than 4000 Tuns were then 

* ^Qt, - or woiiM for the ftitore be im- 

* porced, 

* I fhall now return to the Cufiom-iboufe 

* Accounts^ to adjuft both the Quantides 

* and the Prices of the remaining. Goods 
' that weireimportedini 66 8-9. 

* Whereby it is obvious the -following i»4/«r. 
': Parcels of Ptqper were imported into Lett' 

* <fo/»intfiatYear. 

, • " /. s, 

* Bundles 4p Brown, at ^x. 64 10 
< Reantf 6 50 Cap, at 7^, 6 «f. 24 j 15 

i59jDemy, at i5f. 119415 
i554iiOrdioary^5i. }8S5a 15 
jjPaiated,j:3;.4<^. ai 
4g 8 Royal, at 2/. S76 

15855s 4»25J M 

A a 2 * The 
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I. u d. 
4125J 15 o 
^ The Proportion for then 
^ Out-Ports is compo-j 
* ted on the Quantity 1 
^ at xiLftrCtnt. which > "^9 5 o 



\\ftrCt 
kesRea 
^ at 5 J. f ^ Ream. 



^ makes Reams 22197 1 



^ Total of the Amount -> ,« 

'of the Paper \ 4^^^^ <> ^ 

^ By the lame Account there was im* 
^ ported into the Port of London in the (aid 
^ Year, 

sau^fin^^ 1346 Weys of Salt, at 2/* 2692 o o 
^J^L ' 5?oohund.wt.ofRolin,> 

^nd ICA- J^ ^ '< 2120 O O 



//bfr/. * at 8 /. 



* 96467hund.wt.Praens,^ 

' 4<i 4 hund. wt. Fca-> o 

^th4at5/. I "58 15 



14305 12 



^ And for the Proportion"^. 

* of the Out-Ports iince ( 
^ the Amount of the laid j 

^ Commodities import- > 21 j 54 12 j 

* edatLc7/i^^/r in 1685-69 

* according to the afore- 
f feid Valuation, was 

f And 
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Tlx Trade with France^ 357 

/. s. d. 

^ And at the Out-Ports 57751 12 3 

^ It is computed accor-5 ^ozo^ ^ ^ 



dingly at 



* Total of the Value thereof 52992 13 6 

^ The Kid-skins imported^: Kid^skms. 

* into London by the 
^ faid Account from the 

* hund. and 70 Skins, f 
^ which at j /. per hund 1 
^ amounts to I, 

* The Inmortiations at the]^ 

* Out-Ports are compu-> 646 9 6 
^ ted at 5 per Cent. S 

^ The kid-skins amount to IJ575 11 6 

^ And the Value of all o-^ 

* ther Goods imported | 
^ into LiJii^t?/!^, as by the > 28200 o o 
^ laid Cufiom-houfe Ac- 1 

* count, is computed atJ. 
f Unrated Goods, tho o-T 

< mitted in that Ac-| 

^ ^ount, concluded to 13558 4 6 

* amount to as much as I 



i in 1685.6. 



41758 4 6 
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t, s. d, 
41 758 4 6 
< The Proportion for the > 

* Out-Portv cdcula/ g 

* ted at ^ of what isr ''^ ^ 

* imported at Lo/»<fc«> ^ 



Total — 55^^77 " 8 



< According to the aforefeidCdcnlation^ 

* the whole Account ftands as follows. 

IMPORTBD. 

/. ff d, 

« Linens of all ibrts 50^9 $7 7 ^ 

* Wrought SUks, at leaft jopooo o o 
t Wine, 1 1000 Tuns, at? ,*-^oo o o 

* 12/. 10/. S *'/ 

' Brandy, 4000 Tuns, at? ^^^^ ^ ^ 

* 20/. s 

* Paper, 180752 Reams 4680} o o 

* Sak, Rozin, Pruens,? -^ 12 6 

* and Feathers S ^ ^ 

' Kid-skins USTS »* « 

* In all other Ooods atid? <«677 12 

< Merchandizes 5 '^ " 



8 



< Total 
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/. s. d. 

Total of the Value oft 
^ Goods and Merchan- 
^ dizeS imported from 
^ Fr4we in 1668-9, to- 

* gether with the Wine f 1 1 95 506 4 2 

* and Brandy, which | 
< are computed accor- 1 
^ ding to the Conium- 1 
^ ption in 1674. ^ 

Dcduft the total Value/ 

* of what was export-'v. 

* ed from England tof 290480 8 9 

* France in 1668*9^ as\ 



359 



afoiefaid. 



* The Imports exceed the ^ 

* ExportSyor there wasf 

« annually loft by ourf 90^025 15 

* Trade with France, j 
' Diflerence between this 7 

* Ballance and the Bal- 

* lance by the Scheme,^ 

* bat 



5 



Ballanif 
loft by 
Franc#. 



62103 I II 



* The Ballance, as by the' 
* Scheme, being as a-V 965128 17 
^ fbrefaid^ 



A a 4 



Upo^ 
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f ^ Upon the whole, you wiJl oMerve, 

* that I have ma le an Allowance for the 
^ greatefl Objedioos to whidi this Scheme 
^ was liable: 

L s^ L 

* Having charged for the ^ 

^ Amount of our re-ex- ^ v , 

^ ported foreign Goodsr ^J495 ^ 9 

* ihippM for frMCi^ J 
^ For the Difference in the j 

* Quantity of Wool- 1 

* len Manufa<3:ures be- ' ^ ^ 
^ tweentheSchemeandf ?^^So 5 ^ 

* the Cufiom-houfe Ac- I 



c 



counts. 



J 



And inflead of compu-- 
' ting what was export- 

* ed from the Out-Ports 

* at t, as in the Scheme, 
^I have allowed the V a j5t 20 ii 4 
^ half of what was ex- 

* ported from Loudony 

* the Difference where- 
.* of is J 



In all — 120566 J 7 

^ Tho it \^ very apparent^^ theMerchants 
^ who drew the Scheme muft be difchargcd 

* from the leaft Imputation of Partiality in 

* thefe Particulars^ as long as the Uffeitor^ 
^ GeneraPs Manufcript, and the Rules of the 
f Cufiam-houfi muft vouch for them. 

' The 
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^ The Mercator will alfo obfervc, that I 

< have had fomc regard to feveral of his Ob* 
^ jedions, againft the Valuation of divers 

* Goods and Merchandize,in your Account 

* of the Exports and Imports in 1685-6. 

* I fliall therefore offer what has been 

* laid, as a fair and probable Argument to 

* fup^ott the Authority of this old Scheme, 

* being grounded upon the Authority of 
' the Cufiom-'houfe Accounts, that have been 

* produced for no other end than to deftroy 
Mt. . 

* But the Mercator^s irrcfiftiblc Weapons 
^ have been always turned againft him *, and 

* tho I have fome Reafon to believe, that 

< every Office in the Kingdom has been ru- 

< maged to equip him^ yet hitherto he has 

* not produced one Demonftration, nor pub* 

* lilhed any Matter of Fad;, which proves French 

< that the French Trade was (not always, as '^''^1' ''': 

i_r Vx r /••! ver benefit 

* as he lays, but) at any time beneficial to dd to us, 

* this Kingdom, unlefe during the ^^^ ^o^ ^*^/f f '!$ 
^ the preftnt Peace, when it was carried on^^^^^y^^^ 

^ under the prefent high Duties : and in ihis^^f^ 

* we all agree. w/'^''' 

* He formerly indeed promifed to exhi-Jfr^ un^ 
^ bit a true Scheme of this Trade ; and hav-'^"' ^'^^^ 
^ ing had the Cujiom-houfe Accounts of our ^^'^'^^^ 
^ Exports to and from France from Michael- 

* fnas 1686 to Michaelmas 16S8 fb long by 
^ him, I was in hopes he would have tackM 

* them to thfe Accounts of the preceding 

* Year, and obliged his Readers with an im- 

' ' ' f partial 
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' partial Account of thofe three Years Trade 

* together. 

< But he being now out of humour with 
^ ail Cufiom-'houfe Accounts^ I mufl conclude 
^ they are ail as much againft him, as the 

* French Commerce is againft t^e Intereft of 
^ this Kingdom. 

^ And therefore, if the way to judge of 
^ what may be hereafter exported or im- 

* ported, is to examine what has been for- 
^ merly exported or imported, as our iaid 
^ Mercdtor nas aflcrted ; we may juHly dc- 

* termine that the French^ if ever they havq 

* it in their power to fopply « with their 

* Produds and Manufa<aures, will at once 

* |iiin both our home and foreign Trade, 



SIR, 

Tour Humble Servant^ 



K.. Jv. 



The 
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The Arguments abomt our Exports to MaN 
feilles confuted. Ferfecution in Eng^ 
land is the way to infiru£t foreign Na* ' 
tions in the Woollen Manufaiiurey rvho 
hAve all Materials for it. 

TH E Mercat&r has kcot himfelf for a- 
bove a Month in tnc S freights : he 
ieemed to me to have thoi^ht himfelf (b 
very fafe^ and lb well entrenched there, that 
I did not believe he would be drawn from 
thence by any Provocation* 

I mud confefs now« that I was miftaken ; 
he has left the Streights to' defend Ferfecu- 
tion, and to fliew that how much foever we 
may perfecute our Manufadxirers out of 
Englandy yet if we can but keep our Wool 
at home, we are lure of keeping our Woollen 
Manufadures. 

I Ihall not fail to confider his Defence of 
Perfecution, as a Britijb Merchant ^ fb far as 
it is diredly contrary to the Intereft of 
Trade. 

But for the prefent I muft take up his Ar- 
gument of the Streightsj fince he feems to 
have finiflied all he had to lay upon that 
Subjcd. 

The chief Subjed of Diipute between the 
Mercator and mylelf has oeen the French 

Trade. 
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Trade. I have aflerted, that before our 
^Prohibitions or high Duties on the Goods 
and Merchandizes of Franc e^ that Trade 
was always detrimental to this Nation. The 
MercAtor on the contrary has aflerted, that 
it was ALWAYS BENEFICIAL; and we 
have both appealed to the Cufiom-houfe Ac- 
counts in defence of our feveral Afler- 
tions. 

In defence of my Aflertion I have pro* 
duced the OLD SCHEME ; I have cleared 
the Scheme from every Qavil and Objedion 
pf the Mercator ; th? Mercafor has not made 
the lead Reply ; So that by the OLD 
SCHEME the French Trade flands con- 
demned of paying ^Ballance of 90^^025 /. 
15 i, ^ d. to th^t Nation. The OLD 
SCHEMp'is ^Cujiomhcufi Account:, and 
proves this. 

I I^ave like wife produced the entire En- 
tries of both Exports and Imports between 
England and France in the Year 168 $-6. 
The Ballance againft us in that Year is not 
very fliort of the foriner, eipecially if my 
Valuations of the Linens a^d fonje othtt 
Particulars were redified ; for having fol- 
io wed the Cujlom-houfe Rates, they v?e?c 
greatly undervalued. 

The Merchants^ who drew the Valua- 
tions of the OLD SCHEME, firft fet me to 
rights in this Matter, by their Reprcfen- 
tation in 1674 to the Lords pf his Ma* 
)Qi)iy^s Privy-Council, then Commiflionets 

foif 
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for making a Treaty of Gonimerce with 
France. 

Dr. D&vtmnt has fiilly made it out, that 
we loft by the Vremh Trade; and adds in 
his Difcourfe on the Protediion and Care of 
Trade, fag. 175. " HTis hkewife faid, when French Br/- 
« the Book of Rates was compiled, that *"^ " 
« the Trench knew how to place Ibmewhere d^ILT« 
" a great Sum very skilfully, by the heIp"^"'GW/ 
«' of which they procured, that the Cuftoms ^'' 
** and Duties upon their Produ<a Ihould be 
« light, and heavy upon that of 5/>4/», tho 
« aoparently we got by one Country, and 
** tho we were thought to lofe by the o- 
" ther in the general Ballance of Trade." 

Befides the two C«y?<j»».i&o«^ Accounts 
that of the OLD SCHEME, and that of 
the Year 1685-6, are two iuch Obje<aions 
againft the frinch Trade, arid fo plainly de- 
monftrate that it was detrimental to this 
Nation, that the Mercator has been at great 
Pains to get rid of them. 

A worW of Ways he has tryM to no pur- '^** **"- 
pofc ; but his laft Refuge is, t^at now hisjl^^tf ' 
beloved Cufom-houfe Accounts are to be/"- ff" 
given up, as not being able to give us al'^J^ 
true Baflance of the French TraSe. TheylTlf;^- 
give uSf fays he, a faU Account of our Im-""'"'" "» 
fortations from France, but they cannot give^^^^J* 
us a full Account of our Exhortations to that * * 
Country. 

.. . .. This 



Digit 



zed by Google 



-^66 ' T^ Btitifii Merchant. 

This has been the Sobjedt of 14 ^t 15 of 
his bft Papers nmning, witliDOt ftep{^ 
afide to any other As^ment. 

His whole Atgament colka^ from the 
aforefaid Papers, is as foitow*: 

♦* That vaft Quantities of on: Goods are 
« exported to Frstfee that arenotcntci'd to 
« that Country. 

« That our Goods, and d^cially Oior 
« Woollen Manufa<aurcs, are enter'd out 
« for the Streights^ and a very great Part Of 
<* them are exported to MarfeiSes, 
' *« That this is apparent, 

jF/f/, «' Becaufe feme Goods are indeed 
« enter'd for Marfeilles, tho no Ships arc 
«* bound thither, but only for xhtStr eights j 
« and the Quantities enter'd for Marjeilles 
« are fo inconridcrable,thatthe Ships which 
« carry them could not afford to go to 
« Marfeilles, if they were not aUb to deliver 
<* other Goods than thofe which arc di- 
« re<aiy enter'd for that Port. 

Secondly, «* Becaufe Mar/eiSes in Fraitfey 
« as well as TrnVf , Leghorn, Genoi^ Ndflesy 
<• and GallipoU in Italy, Jlic4»t and M^ga 
« in 6:p/«i», and Mefftax in 5«fi/jy, are all io 
« the Streights ; and therefore of all oiir 
« Entries for the 5^m|-^//, Marfeilles oa^ht 
*« to have its Ihare, it oi^ht to be allow'd 
« that confiderable Quantities ^re exported 
« tojhatCity. 

Thirdfyy 
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Thirdly y " Bccaufe thcJGoods exported 
<< to die other Cities are ofiially entered for 
^^ thofe Cities, and not by the general 
<^ Name of the Streights ; whereas we very 
•* rarely lee any Entries for Marfeilles^ and 
^^ therdbre it ought to be prelamed that 
*< the Goods entered for the Streights are 
^ exported to MarfeiSes. 

fourthlyy ^ Becaufe there can be no Rea- 
^ ion to conceal our Exports to otherCoun* 
^* tries, as there is to France : The Streights 
^ therefore is a general Name to conceal 
<^ our Exports to that Country. 

From all which the Mercator concludes, 
Firfij That great Quantities of our Goods 
entered out for the Streights are indeed ex- 
ported to MarjeilUs^ and he lumps the Sum 
at one half of our whole Entries for the 
Streights. ' ^ ''"'^ 

Secondly^ That the Cuftom-houfe Accounts 
ire by no means to be depended on for 

f'ving us an exad Ballance of the French 
rade, fince they do not take the Icafl; no- 
tice of any Goods that are entered out for 
the Stftights j and yet liich of them as are 
exported for MarfetUes do as much help to 
make the Ballance of the French Trade on 
our {idc, as thole which are dire<aiy entered 
out for France. 

And the Mercator aflures himfel^ that if 
all the Goods which were heretofore entered 

out 
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out for the Slreights^ FUnderSj HoRdnd^ 
and Germdnj^ and either direcfUy or through 
thofe Countries carry'd into Franct^ were 
feparated and diftinguifhcd in the Cufiom- 
houfe Books ; it wou'd quickly appear^ that 
the Ballancc of the French Trade was greatly 
on our fide. But fince the Cuftom*haufe 
Books cannot do this, he refblves that all 
our Schemes of Trade taken from thence 
are falfe and fallacious, and only calculated 
to deceive our Readers, and to exaiperatc 
the People againft a Trade which r»As always 
be^eficUL to the Nation. 

This is the Sum and Subftance of thofe 
Papers; and I believe that he himfclf muft 
acknowledge I have not wronged him in the 
ATbridgmenc, or that I have not omitted any 
thing that was material to his Argument. 

But now 'tis time to give an Anfwer to 
this Argument. 

And, ly?, How couM this Man have th6 
Confidence to affirm, that the Cufiom-houfe 
Books give us a full Account of all our Im- 
portations from France ? Are no Goods then 
clandeflincly imported ? Are not the high 
t)utics which are faved by it an Encou- 
ragement to the clandeftine Importer? Are 
not innumerable Officers appointed at the 
vaft Charge of the Government to feize all 
fuch Goods? Are not Seizures made every 
Day ? Shall it be laid, that none of them 
efcaped being feiz'd ? And all that are thus 
imported, help to augment the Ballance of 

Trade 
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Trade againft £«g/4/r^ ? Yet the Cufiom^ 
houfe Books give us no Account of thelc 
clandefline Importations: I never pretend- 
ed that they did; I have often laid the con* 
trary. So that the Cufiom-houfe Books 
may indeed make out a Ballance againft 
EngUndy but they cannot m^h out the whole 
BdUance. 

But, Secondljy I am to confider his Rea- 
fbns why prodigious Qii^ntities of our 
Goods are exported to France^ which are 
jaot entered out for that Country. 

The firft of which is, that the few Entries 
for M^rfeiBes demonftrate that our Ships 
which carry thofe Goods cou'd not afford 
to go up the Gulf of Lions lb much out of 
their Way, if they were not alfb to deliver 
other Goods at Marfeillesj bcfides thofe 
which are enterM for that Port. 

But I muft inform the Mercdtor^ fince he 
knows nothing of the matter, that nothing 
is more common than for Ships bound for 
the StreightSy in time of Peace, to let out 
with an inconfiderable Part of their Load- 
ing. They are contented for a finall Freight 
to call in at any Place not very much out 
of their Way : And very often at the Pla- 
ces where they call, they take in Goods to 
the Places where they are afterwards 
bound, which at Ibme Freight or other 
may help to fill their empty Holds. And 
Ships for this realbn may even call at 

Vol. IL Bb Mar- 
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Mdrfiillesy tho th^ have very fe\V Goods 
to deliver there ; and therefore their goiag 
to Mur/eilles with a fmall Part of their Cargo 
cntcrM out for that Port, is no Argument 
at all that they have any greater Quantity 
for that Place. 

His fccond Realbn is, That MurfeiUes be- 
ing in the Streights^ ought to have its Share 
of all the Goods that are entered out for the 
Utreights^ 

To which I anfwer, That it is but one of 
a great many Ports in the StreightSy and 
ought to have a very fillall Share upon this 
Account ; nor i^ it likely it can have fo 
great a one is any of the reft. It is true, 
Marfeilles is a free Port, and no Cuftoms 
are paid there ; therefore it may receive 
as much as is coniumed there without 
Payment of any Cuftoms; but exceftivc 
Cuftoms are paid (if fent thence) for all 
other Partsr of France^ more than in any 
other Country iii the Streights : fo that 
it is not very likely that any Goods are 
exported to Marfeilles but for the Confiimp- 
tion of that Place, or fome other, where 
the Cuftoms are more eafy than they are in 
France:^ and whichlbever is the Cafe, our 
Exports for Marfeilles are no Argument for 
ihe Bill of Commerce. 

The Mercafor^s fourth Reafon, That we 
do not export iuch Quantities of Goods to 
any other City in the Streights as We do to 
MarJeiResy is, that we have no Neceffity of 

con- 
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concealing our Exports to other Places as 
we have to France ; and that thcteforc to 
moft other Places we make our Entries to 
the very Places to which we export ouf 
Goods. Which is anfwered, 

By faying, That we are under rib greater 
neccflity of concealing, now in a tiirie of 
Peace, our Exports to MarfeiBes than to any 
Qthet Port Our Trade is as free and open^^^^^^'^ 
there as to any Port in the MedUerrAnean.^JuH' 
If therefore we feldom fee any Entries for^''^ ^^^^' 1 

'Marfeillesj it is certain it is becaufe w6 havCfoil^^^ h fe 

Icfs Trade there than to any othet Port ;foid in o- « 

and confequently of the Entries to the^^^J^''^^^^^^^ 
Strei^hts^ we ought to believe that Afj/i/^/i/^j 
has the lead Share, and more efpecially be- 
caufe tho Marftilles is a free Port, and pays 
no Cuftoms, yet our Goods cannot be car- 
ried farther into France without fiaying ex- 
ceilive Ctiftoins, and more than are paid id 
any other Country. 

I have referved the Mercator^s third Rea- 
ibn to anfwer in the laft Plaee, which was^ 
That we enter to moft othet Ports in the 
Sfr eights by their particular Names; and 
therefore a great Part of the Entries fbr the 
Str eights muft be fiippofed to be made fof 
MarfeiUes^ to which very few Entries are 
dire«ly made. 
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To this I anfwer, The Entries for the 
Year 1699, from whence the In^e<aor-Ge- 
neral has given the Valuation of all our Ex- 
ports that Year, were 
*^ /. s. d. 

To the Stretghts 409^16 7 a 

To Italy — - 100549 7 4 

To Venict - — - — H^H 'O 7 

In all 54^900 5 I 

Andin 1703 there was exported 

To thtStr eights ?04$5? »^ 2 

To /r4// i7?5*9 »8 »o^ 

To^ewVe I595J M ^ 

In all 494037 10 6 

So that there wasexported? g 
in 1699 more than in 17033 ^^ ^ ^ ' 

From this Account I muft obferve, that 
in 1 6 99, whilft we enjoyed in the late Peace 
okr En. with 5/</», and as free a Trade to MsrfeiU 
tries ti the les as we cau pretend to do at {H^elent, we 
tlflZii exported into the Streights but 49862 /. 14 /. 
in time ef 'J d, moK than in 1 70 J, wthen, by tcafon 
Peace, of the War, we had loft our Trade toFr^fKf, 
Sfaifif Sicily and Nafles, 

And confequcnrly that no more than 
49862/. 14/. T d. could be exported to 
Marfeilles^ JlicMt, MaUga^ BareeloM^ 

Meffiffaf 
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Mefflnuj Naflesy &c. all of them at War 
with uSy and to which oar Trade was pro- 
hibited. 

And if this was the Cafe, how fmall a 
Part of that Sum mud be laid to have been 
exported to MarfeiHes^ when a much greater 
might reafonaWy be believed to have been 
exported to every one of thofe other Pla- 
ces, with which we were at War as well as 
trame ? 

By this Account 49862/. 14/. 7 rf. is 
the whole Value of the Goods entered for 
the StreightSy which can be fiippoied to 
have been lent to MarfeilleSj Jlicantj Mala- 
ga^ Barcelona^ Mejjina^ Nafles^ 3^c. And 
how fmall a Part of this Sum can be afligned 
to MarfeiBeSy and confequently to France 
alone ? For my own part, I believe very 
little, and I believe every Reader will be 
of my mind ; efpecially fincc 'tis well 
known to our Merchants, that we made 
very few Entries dirciftly for the aforefaid 
Sfanijh and Itdian Ports, tho they all knew 
our Trade was not inconfiderablc to thofe 
Places, which therefore mufl be fiippofedtQ 
have been made under the general Name of 
the Streights. 

It is manifeft now that all our Entries to 
the Strekhts^ Italy and Venice^ in the bcft 
of the abovementioncd years, did not ex- 
ceed 54J900/. 5^. id. when our Peace 
was uaiverfal, 

Bb J ilnd 
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And that they amounted within 4986a /. 
14/. Td. of that Sum, cvep when by the 
War our Trade to MsrJeiResy Alicant^ Batr 
celofid, Mefflna, Naples, &G. was cut off 
frojn us ; fo thgt there is no Pretence for 
zffigningtoMarfeilles any confiderable quan* 
titles ot pur Exports to the Streights^ and 
perh ws ahnoft nothing. 

Will the Mercdtor then conclude, that 
one hdlf of our Goods entred out for the 
Streigbts were exported for MdrJeiSes ? Or 
is therp ^ny more Rcafon p believe th%t 
our pooc|s wjbich ^p entered for HvUmJ^ 
Ger^anj and FUnders^ ^re exported to 
FrAnce^ than phat thole which are entered 
tp FrMce are e^fpofted to thofe Places ? tho 
it mud be confefTed the Merchants com- 
monly make wrong Entries to conceal thek 
Trade from one another. 

I have proved too before, th^t he muft 
be a ridiculous T^i^^tt that vyill export tp 
FfAnce thro other Countries^ ^opfidering 
the Cufloms, and other lai^e Charges thap 
?nuft be paid by the way. 

And then can the Mercator hope by his 
llnfries to the Streights^ of which very lit- 
tle goes td France^ 6t by his wrong Entry 
to other Countries, or his Exportations thro 
other Countries, to fetch up liich a Baliancf 
^ 900P00 /. which by the SCHEME, and 
pther Cufiom-^boufe Accounts, we paid t9 
"France^ or indeed any confiderable part qf 
that Sum j much lefe that the Ballancc of 
i- H 'w- ' . 1..' . ^ •ft-- the' 
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tht French Ttzdc can thereby be made to 
be on our fide ? 

It remains therefore, that the Cufiom^ 
houje Ac(;ounts are not falfe, nor fallacious, 
and that they are (ufficient to prove that we 
iofc at leaii the Ballance appearing by 
them. 

And it is certain we lofe a great deal more, 
if the clandefline Importations fhall be ad- 
ded 

The Mercator^ Number 1 50. faid, that all 
our Entxics for MarJisiSes in the fpace of fe- 
vcn Months were no more than fix finall 
Parcels, viz. in the whole 42 C. of Lea- 
therand4c C. of Tin. 

From whence he argues, * That it was 
^ not worth the while of our Ships to go 
^ to Marfeilles with fuch inconfiderable Par- 

* eels, and therefore it oucbt to be prefbmed 
' they were to deliver there a very great 
' Part of their Cargoes, though entered out 

* for the Streights and other Places ; and 
^ conlequently that vaft Quantities of our 

* Woollen ManufadureSj as weU as other 

* Goods, were deHvercd and fold at Mdr^ 
^ feiOesy and from thence diftribuced and fold 

* to other Parts of France.^ By this fine 
Argument he thinks he has very fafely 
locked our Goods at Marjeilles^ and, with 
a kind of Triumph, he bids his Adver- 
laries get them thence if they arc able. 
Tho Marfeilles^ is a free Port where no 
Cuftoms at all are paid, yet he thinks ihe 

Bb 4 can 



Digit 



zed by Google 



37^ T^^ Britifli "Merchant, 

can foend bat a Tery finall Vist of the 
Goods we deliver there; thef mafteidiet 
be coniiuned in other Parts of Tnaue 
where they pay exceflive Cuftoms, or 
re-exported to other Coontries. And if 
riie fremh can afford to confiime oar 
Goods with the prefent Burden of Cuf^ 
toms, he thinks it a Demonftration that 
they have few or no Woollen Mantifiu> 
cures; but if they are obliged to re-export 
our Woollen Manu£idure% then he is 
very fore they have none of their own 
which can contend or vye with cuis in 
any foreign Markets. 

1 have ihewn already that our Ships in 
time of Peace let out iotthtStreights with 
a very fmall Part of their Loading, (every 
Merchant upon the Exchange will tell tte 
MerciUor this) and therefore for very incon- 
fiderable Freight they will touch at leveral 
Ports to mend their Freight, by takii^ in 
Goods from one Port to another ; and con- 
fequently the few Entries iot MirfeiUes are 
no Argument at all that any more Goods 
are delivered there than entered for that 
Place. 

I have ihewn too in the (econd Place, 
that of all the Goods entered for the 
Streights, fo great a Part was always car- 
ried to the Ports of Sfdin, Italy, and Sitify; 
that the Share left fotMarfeilles could a- 
mount to but a Trifle. 

T<| 
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To which, thirdly, may be added. That 
the Cuftoms on our Goods are eafier in every 
other Country of the Streights than they 
are in France ; and therefore it is but a na- 
tural Prefumption, that few or none of our 
Entries fot the Streights are intended for 
Mdrfeilles. 

But fourthly, How can the Mercator tell 
his Readers, that he has lodged vaft Quan- 
tities of our Woollen Manu£i(3:ures, and 
other Goods and Merchandizes ztMarfeilles^ 
when his whole Entries for that Port are 
fiich a Trifle? and amongft them not a 
Yard, not an Ounce of Woollen Manu^ 
fa<^res ? M^rfeilUs is a free Port, and yet 
receive none of our Woollen Manufadures! 
^Tis wonderful likely then that vaft Quan« 
titles of thotn are confiimed in Frattce 
under the prefent intolerable Burden of 
high Duties ! We are wonderful likely to 
contend with their Woollen Manufadures 
in other Parts of Frame under the prefent 
high Duties, orthofe grievous ones of the 
ktc Treaty, \dicn we are not now, even 
now, able to contend with them at Msrfe^ 
illesy which is a free Port, and where we 
cannot be made more eafy by our late Trea- 
ty than we are already ! 

But laftly. If the Merutgr were able to 
produce any Proo^ or the leaft Prdiimp- 
tion, that any of our WobUen Manu£i& 
tures are landed at Marfeilles^ (which he is 
not able to do) I muft infift on it that they 

arc 
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are only landed there in ofdcr to be r6«- 
pottcd to other Countries, where they arc 
as much, and perhaps more, favoured than 

tfaofeof France. „ . « . 

'^ Ac A Gentleman, who very weUunderftands 

^»*/ the Trade of MsrfttlUs, gave me the foU 

**«^^ lowing Account of this Matter. 

ftai^* * The Mercator, fays he, pretends in ve- 

« ry many of his Papers, that all the Mer- 

« chandizcs that go from Lottdon to Mdr- 

' feilles are to be fold in frtnce^ which ii 

* For there is a Tranfit from MiffetUes 

* to Gftteva belonging to the Meflieurs F*- 

* tio and Company of the laid Place ; and 
' they arc permitted to pafe them tlm> 

* Frkffce up the Rhafite near Genev*, by 

* giving Security to do this, and without 

* paying any Craloms. 

< Thus aU heavy Merchandizes that are 

* loaded here fbr Getteva, SwitzerlMd^ Al- 

< yif f, 5i»4^w, &c go this way, fuch as 

* Tin, Lead, Pepper, Sugar, &c. and ti$ 

* dicapermuch in refped of Freight, than 

* to fend them by the way of lh\iMd, or 

* Hamburgh in a time of Peace, when the 

* Freight and Aflurances are very cheap; 

* and I believe that nine Tenths of the 
« Merchandizes that go to Marfeilles make 

* no Stay at iiiiafrvttee, nor are fold there^ 

< but are pafe'd from thence by the afo??' 

< faid Tranfit,' 

What 
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What an incoiifiderablc Quantity of 
iQpods has the Mercg^or bimielf ihown us 
to have been entered for M^irfeilles ? and 
among them not one fmgle Parcel of WeoU 
len Manufiwaures ? But if ten times asgreat 
a Value had been delivered there, and all of 
Woollen Manufadures, yet, according to 
this Gentleman, nine Tenth Parts are re* 
exported ; io that 'tis but a Trifle that is 
confiimed in FrMce^ and without doubt no- 
thing that is not aUblutely neceflary for 
that People : and in every fuch Cafe it is 
the Polipy of thai Prince to dilpenfe with 
his owp Prphibitions. 

It is jche Cudom of Fraffce to diipenie 
with her Prohibitions for the Good of the 
People. Eafi^IrtdiaMaimfa&meSy andma^ 
ny other Goods, are under Prohibitions, 
which are not provided againft by the late 
Treaty ; and yet we fee that fome Parcels 
of luch Goods are fent every Day to 
France. The Execution of his Prohibiting 
]^dids feems to be connivM at or fiiipended 
for a time, as a Shooing-rHorn to the Bill of 
Comrnerce, and to gain an ealy AdmifHon 
here of his Wines, hisLioens, his Paper, his 
lyrought Silks, to the utter Rmn of very 
many of our Manufadhires. Perhaps noc 
only ©ur Eaft^I?%dUy but fome finall Parcels 
pf our Woollen Manufadhires may be able 
\o get Into France under fiich Difpenfations^ 
without paying any Cuftoms, and for the 
yery fame Re^lb^i. But when his Point is 
'-t ' '* "^' once 
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once gained, and the Treaty is made effec- 
tual. Frame will have no Baliance to pay 
to EiigUnd ; ihe will be very ftri<a injthc 
Execution of all her Edicts that are not re- 
Dealed by the late Treaty ; we Ihall not fend 
lb many of ourGoods thither as we do now, 
while infinite Sums Ihall go every Day out 
of England to pay the Manufadurers of 
that Kingdom, which are now paid to our 
own Poor, and keep them from coming 
upon the Parifh. 

But let what will happen^ the Mercafor 
aflures us, ^ That our woollen Manufac- 

* tures muft be flill fafc ; tho a Perfecution 
^ ihould happen to break in upon lis, and 

* drive away our People, drive away the 
^ very Artifts that are ernployed in our 
^ Woollen Mahufiidure, yet they cannot 
^ fet it up in any other Country. All other 
^ Countries want the ncceflary Material ; 

* they want the Wool, and let us but efFcc- 

* tually fccure and keep our Wool at home, 
^ all other Nations muft buy firomus, our 

* Artifts may be forced away : but if they 

* caquot carry our Wool along with them, 

* weare in no danger of lofing our Woollen 

* Manufa<aures,' This is the Dodrine of 
the laft Mercafor^ Number 162. 

No Wool in any other Country ! I muft 
conf^ls I thought I never ihould have heard 
more of this Subjed:, after I had fo often 
appealed to the Gentlemen, both within 
and without Doors,^ w^ have travelled 

intQ 
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into other Countries, that they eat Mutton ^^^^ ^ o^ 
abroad as much and as good as they do in^ff^f^*^" 
Engldnd^ and that their Sheep there vjtzt ours, p^r. 
Fleeces, and not Dog's Hair ; after I had f'^^/^'^^y 
appealed fo often to the Teftimony of our^^J p^^! 
Woollen ManufiKfturers, who every DaytugaL 
give a much greater Price for Spamjh Wool 
than the very beft that grows in England ; 
after I had appealed more than once to the 
Teftimony of the famous MonC De Wit^ 
for the vaft Value of Woollen Yarn that 
was annually fpun in Picardy^ a fingle Pro- 
vince of France^ and fold to the HollMders ; 
after I had ihewn the Commencement, Pro- 
grcfe and Succefs of the Woollen Manu- 
fai&xyxc in Fortugd with her own Wool, be- 
fore it was knock'd on the head by Mr. ikfr- 
thuen^s Treaty with that Kingdom ; after I 
had produced fo many French EdxOts againfl: 
the Exportation of Wool, and for Encou- 
ragement of the Woollen Manufadme ; af- 
ter I had produced the Teftimony of the 
famous Mr. Mun^ printed and licemed by a 
Secretary of State in the Reign of King 
Charles II. THAT OTHER NATIONS 
NEITHER WANT ART NOR MATE- 
RIALS FOR THIS PERFORMANCE : 
After all thefc Evidences, and without the 
leaft Anfwer given to any one of them, to 
be flill pefterM with the Want of Wool in 
other Countries, fhews THE MIRACU- 
LOUS CONFIDENCE OF THE MER^ 
CJTOR. 

Cer- 
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Certainly, the Woollen Manufadure irf 

not fo new a thing, nor fo conftn'd to Eng- 

Und. I do not know any Evidence of the 

W0oliem ^^^fi^ Woollen Manufacture in the Days 

Mdmrfac' oiTtberiusCdpLr\ yet Straho^ who lived at 

tMfiin that time, whcrr he fpeaks of Turteddms 

S i» (which at mott is but a Part of PortugMl} 

Portugal and her Traffick, feys, That frequens inde 

^^*^^' frimum vejiis vemebMt^ nunc vero Corsxo- 

rum MmfUus LMtficium txctllentiffimit fuU 

chritudimSy unde admijjdrii dfietds tale^to e- 

mMtur. Cloths, (ays he, were heretofore 

the Exports of that Country, but now a 

more noble Woollen Manufa<^re of moft 

excellent Beauty, fiich as that of the Coraxi^ 

whence Rams are bought for &eed at the 

Price of a Talent. A Talent, above an 

100 /. of our Moiiey j the Price of a fing^e 

Ram to propagate this fine Woollen M anu<^ 

fadure 1 furely this was very fine. The 

Carsixi were a Peoole in Jfta ; and was theit 

Woollen Manufa&ure lb very fine, that 

Strdbo could not better comtnend that of 

Fartugdl^ than by comoaring it with that of 

the CofAxif And yet the Mercdtar will tell 

us that there is no Woollen Manufadfaife 

but in EngUnd. 

This Man has engaged me whether I 
will or no to read Books and Papet% that 
give me no other Pleafiire but that of con*- 
fiiting him. 

ti 
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It was very lately that I was forced by^^y'*wi<« 
him to look into a Sfdnifh Book of Cuttoras J^^" 
paid in Cajiile on foreign Goods; there I 
found that the Cuflbms were the very lame 
on the Bays of Barcelona^ as thole that are 
made in England^ How ! Baralons able to 
fell her Bays in Spain under as heavy a Load 
of Duties as thofe that are made in Ef^land; 
yet, no doubt, the Mereator will fay, that 
Bays cannot be made in any Part of the 
World, except in Colchefier. 

I have this very Moment a Marfeilles stverMi 
Price Courdnt for the 7 th of November in my/*''^' <r 

Hand, and there Ifcethe Woolof 0///^,22^^^ 
ArrAgon^ Alhdrdfmj Bdrbdry and Confidntu 
fufhy all of different Prices, and the very 
lowed above the Price ofEnglijh Wool, but 
no Englijb Wool at all in that Price Courdnt ; 
yet, no doubt, this Man will tell us, that 
Englifb Wool is the beft and deareft in the 
World, tho every Englijh Woollen Manu- 
facturer will tell him the quite contrary. 

The Mercdtor will tell us, as he does in 
his Paper, that our Englijb Sheep and Wool 
degenerate when they are tranfported into 
other Countries, as he does that our Englifb 
Horfes lofe their Mettle, tho every Jockey 
ib NetP-rndtket can tell him what Prices are 
given in England for au Afdb or a Turk ; 
how much more then was given for an Eng* 
lijb Stallion ? but, it ieems Sheep, and 
Horfes, and Cocks, andBuU-Dogs, are all 
peculiar to the Soil of Ei^Und. 

^ Dn 
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Dr. DAvenMt^ the laffeBor^GenerAl^ in 
his Treatifc, that foreign Tijade is beneficial 
to EngUni^ foL 66. was of another Opi- 
nion as to Wool. The Export Ationy fays he, 
of our awn Produif is indeed the Foundation 
of dll our Trade ^ but ^tis fubjeB to mdny Ac^ 
cidents ; other Countries may fet up the Mahu^ 
failures which tve excel in AT PRESENT ; 
and tho not by the Goodnefsy yet by a lorn Pricey 
beat us down in the Markets abroad. The 
Mercator now, if he pleafcs, may number 
the InffeSior-General among thofe that arc 
for di(paraging the Manufadores of their 
native Country. 
^tor^T/: ^^^^ ^^^ would perfuade us, that our 
T^ll, Wool is fofficient to prcferve to us the Wool* 
\hat Per- leu MauufacSure, tho a Perfecution fhould 
wttnop drive the Manufadurers out of E/g^/^;^^; fo 
hurt our that it feems they are of no ufe, our Wool 
Woollen muftcomb, and card, anrf^in, and weave, 
^;"f ;;: and full, and drefs itfelf. Hands are of no 
dnuilus. ufe in this matter. 

Yet the Mercator^ innocent Man, does 
not lay this to promote a Perfecutfon, God 
forbid ! then why did he £iy it at this time ? 
He knows very well, that the Spirit of a 
perfecuting Party is at this time fo much 
infkm'd, that the Juftice of the thh^ is ^ot 
half fo prevalent to lay this Spirit as the In- 
tereft of Perfons ; and that it is the Intereft 
ofaliPerfons, the Landed as well asMt- 
nufe<fluring Perfons, to prefcrve our Wool- 
len Manuradure, to keep it to Et^land^ 

and* 
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and riot to Ihe^ it to other Nations. Why 
then are we told, cfpccially at this time, 
that the forcing away our Manufaduring 
People, is not forcing away our Manu* 
fiiifture? 

Since it is not in any Man^s power td 
Believe as he pleafes, every Man muft be 
fiiffered to enjoy th6 Religion which he be- 
litves to Be the beft. 

Every Man is obliged iti Confcience to 
ftddc^te his Children in the Way which he 
thinks the lafeff for himfclf, and therefore 
otight to Chufe for them luch Matters or 
Teachers as he thinks beft qualifyM to edu- 
cate thend in bis own Religion. 

iTo force any Man by Penalties to ena- 
brace a Religion which he does not think 
the beft, to force his Children frdm him, or 
to deprive him of the Means of educating 
them in his own Religiori, or to difablc 
the Teachers whom the Father has chofen 
for them, is Perlccution. 

It is natural for Men that aire perlccuted 
in one Country, to fly into another where 
they caii be free. 

Such asdiflent from the cftabliih'd Church,^ 
are, as I faid before, generally Ipeaking^ 
Mechanicks and Manufadurers. 

And as their Arts and Manufadures arei 
their Subfiftence, it muft be expected they 
will carry thein along with them* 

And I have alio faid enough to fliow, that 
tjlic Materials for the Wooilen Manufadure 
^ V0I IL G c ar* 
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are in other Countries^ that th^ waitt mv 
thing but Arti(l% and that a Periccotion in 
Eff^lMd is the ready way to Jiq^y their 
omy Want. 

Every landed Perfon in EngUni thinks it 
his latereft to prderve our Woolleo Manu- 
fadure, and to keep the Knoxvfcw^c of it 
as much aspofiiUe from ocher Nations. 

For this Reafon I had urg'd, that PciGd- 
cution rood naturally drive awiiy our Peo- 
ple, and iufbud: foreign Nations ia oui 
M^uBidureSybecauie I believed vaax^ G^a^ 
tlemen would moi;e eaiiiy be^cof viaced^ by 
A^mencs of Intoreft than of Juftiee* ^ 

The MercMtor did not feem to b»i>ibfMiii« 
eci; % few Days agp be wiihed Hie Cod 
ipeed with myAigcimcqtt ; he was mjgjb(ilj^ 
agaii^ Perfecution. > 

And now all oa afucjden^ vfhen fo nmof 
Men are in hafte for it, be iliU de^kres^ a^ 

faioft Perfecnttooi but %3 it cannot pofli^ 
ly hurt our Woollen Manu£aK^n:e ;, that ,i% 
l^e tells them they ^ouidncKpoiecutc, but 
that it would not hurt tfaeip,tf dfteyiWoIdi 
Gentlemen are likely^ to be. i;onvinced by 
iucb Atgum^nssL 
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A Letter from d Clothier^ wherein th 
Fall of the Priee of Wooi g;$d Wool- 
lea Goods is confidered. 

To the Britilh Merchant 

SIR, 

THE* MercAtor has frequently faid. 
That the Fall in PHce of our Wool 
and Woollen Goods is owing to the reje<9:- 
ing the Bill of Comiherce j the dire<9: con- 
. trary of which is true, viz. That it is 
owing to the rejeding of that Bill, that 
thev are lb bfeh as they are at preient ; 
ancf had that mil palfed into a Law, they 
mud: inevitably long before this time have 
been much lower. Such a law mud have 
leflened our Exportation of Woollen Ma* 
nufa<9iires to Portugal^ Itdfy^ Germanj^ &Cp 
in propoiftion to our Demimd frotti tfaetrL 
Our Demand from^ thoic Countries mdl 
have decreafed by our Importations of 
Goods from France ; oor Inmortations 
from France muft have inerealed by our 
reducing the Duties on d^oi loan Equa-^ 
lity with tbofe of the ^fetion9 the nsoU 
favoured : So that with^ the Demand of 
our WdoUeli Mana&durts ia' tboie Na* 
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3 8 ^ T%e Britifli Merchant. 

tions, the Price both of our Wool and 
Woollen Maoufadures mvii hare decrea^ 
fed, unlefs our Treaty were the way to 
open to us as good a Market from them 
in FrMcey as it mud necedarily have taken 
£:om us in other Countries. 
* This we had no Reafbn to promife 
ourfelves by the aforementioned Treaty-^ 
feeing that upon the Foot of the Tariff of 
1699 for fuch of the Woollen Manufac- 
tures as are expre/ly tyed down by the 
Treaty to pay by that Tariff, and fot foch 
other Woollen Goods, as the Metcdtor 
and his Friends pretend are to pay by the 
Tariff of 1 664, the Duties are io extrava- 
gant (whereof you have given a particu- 
lar Account ) that it is beyond Contra- 
didion we could have gained no new 
Market in FrAnce to compenlate for the 
old one \Ve fhould have loft in other Coun- 
tries ; the Confequence whereof muft be, 
that the Demand for Exportation being 
thereby leffened, the Price muft necefla- 
rily fink in proportion. 
< I will allow, that upon the Ceflatien 
of Arms between us and trance^ and on 
the pofitive Affertions that were then' 
made, how advantageous the Treaty of 
Commerce to be fettled between the two 
Kingdoms would be to our Trade ; a 
mighty Expedation was raifcd here, that ' 
we ihould have the moft iiouriflni^ Trade' 
imagwable^ a^I With very good Keaibn : 

^ for 
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The X^ade with France^ }8p 

for who co»ld expe^, that ai?y thing very 
advantageous for th? Coinmerce of Frame 
fliould be inHfled on by 4 conquered E« 
nonyy whole Intereft it was to court Vs ? 
or on the other hand, that any thing high-^ 
ly prejudicial to our Trade ihould be 
yielded in a Treaty with PrWf, when 
we could have impoiedon her what Terms 
-wehad pleafed? Therefore the Mercator 
may be in the right in faying, That the 
Price of our Goods was raifed, when the 
News was Ipread about the Kingdom that 
the French Trade would be opened ; and 
yet his Conclufion from thence (viz,. 
That the Fall thereof was occafioned by 
rejecting the eighth and ninth Articles ) 
very falfe : for every one muft remember, 
that before the Treaty of Commerce was 
printed,it was INDUSTRIOUSLY //^r^^^ 
thro the Nation how great Advantages 
were obtained for the Trade of E/^gUnd^ 
and particularly that Care had been taken 
that all the Prohibitions and high Duties 
laid on the Woollen Manufa<5lures in 
France lliould be taken off; and this with 
fuch AHurancc, and from Perlbns who, 
^twas thought, might be depended upon, 
that the People generally believed it, and 
were not only induced publickly to ex^ 
prefe their Satisfadion with what they 
knew nothing of, but did really think 
that what Woollen Manufadures they had 
]>y them would foon find a very great 
C c J * Vcnr, 
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Vent, and thereupon immediately hei^* 
ten the Prices thereof as alfb that of 
Wool, as well in expedation af finding 
what they were told of the French Trade 
tme^ as upon the Belief they had that the 
Treaty of Commerce with Sfdin would 
ibon oe (igned ; in which 'twas hoped 
they had Reaibn to believe, from the 
Neceflity that Monarch feemed to be in 
of our Affiftance^ that no Article could 
poflibly be propofed to him in favour of 
our Commerce W what would meet with 
his ready Compliance^ aqd that therefore 
our Tr^de mull at lead bc as beneficial 
with that Kingdom as it had formerly 
been, notwithfiandin^ that Monarchy wa$ 
now in the Hands of a PRINCE of the 
HOUSE of BOVRBON. 
^ But no fboner was the Treaty of Com* 
m^rce with France made publick, and 
thoroughly confidered, but they quickly 
found their Miftake with relation to that 
Trade : for in that Treaty, they plainly 
found that the Duties on fome Woollen 
Goods were fettled according to the ex- 
ccflive Rates impofed by the Tariff* of 
1699; and that the Articles andSpectfi-» 
cations were fo ambiguoufly worded, as 
to put it very much in doubt whether the 
reft were to be admitted at all, or after 
what maiiner they \yere to pay# 
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The Trade with France, 591 

< Itiey aMb found to thdr Coft in alirtlc M^refijy 
time, by feme Goods fcnt to Cadii^ ^^^^ZS^L 
the Expe^tioQ they had conceived of a 
vdft Tcade to Spdin^ was grotindlefs ; that 
thd Fashions in that Country were ex- 
tren^ly altered, fince that Monarchy had 
been under the Influence of Fremb Coun- 
cils ; that the little Demand for our Goods 
in Spmh proceeded from the Alterations 
in tneir Apparel to the Fnmh Modes and 
Manufactures ; and the Treaty of Com- 
tderce with that Crown^ fince publifhcd, 
has ibewn us we are in no wife to depend 
on any confiderable Trade thither. 
^ When therefore, upon a due Examina- 
tion of the Treaty of Commerce with 
ffdnce^ It ih^as found impradicable, upon 
the Foot of that Tttitfs being rendeited 
efledual^ to fend My grtar Quantities of 
Woollen Goods thither, by rcafon of the 
exceflfive high Duties that would ftill re- 
main to be paid by the Tariffs of 1664 
and 1669; as alfo by their being exprefly 
fubje<%ed by the fecond Specification to 
VISITATIONS in Trance^ whereby tbcy^pathnf, 
might be confifcated upon the Pghtef^^JlZ^^^ 
Pretences in the world, if they were»/^^«». 
found either in Lcneth, Breadth, Weight, 
Finenels, or any other way different from 
the like forts made there: For thofe Rules 
of Fifitatfons could be infilled on by France 
for no other Intent but to have a Handle 
C c 4 * to 
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^ CO pb^oc as, 4od to preyeop oar Iinpor- 
^ cations. 

^ So that upon the& Confideracions, it 
< was not pouib^ |>ut that the Price of 
^ Wool, and of the Manufa^res made 
^ thereof, muft again fail as faft as it roie; 
^ f^nd that what was raifed pot ely appn the 
^ Force of S^xpeili^ioffj and without apy 
f folid Ground, mud fmk again when that 
^ ill-grounded Rife came to be perceived. 
ji French i g^t the Cafe was far otherwife after 
/InklT^ the Peace of R^/ir/Vit ; for tho we feat but 
fnc^urage f fe\y Woolkn Qoods to Fraf$ce daring that 
T'^s^n ^ P^ace, as Dr. Ddve^Mt informs as, yet 
Z !n ' an AUSTRIAN PRINCE being then 
Auftiian / ypon the Thtonc of Sfaiffy w)bo was more 
prsnce. c djcfirousofencouragii^l^/wrTfade than that 
'* 0{Fraf$ce; andthePemandlbrc^Vlf 
./ len Goods was then fo grcaf in Sfdin^ the 

* War, which ^ad railed Fr^fehts and Pre- 
f miums of Inferance to a moft extravagant 
^ Height, being qnded, what was faved on 
f thoie two Accounts came to be added to 
^ the Price of the Manufadture^ which ^r*. 

* Jually advanced by that continued I}t^ 
^ mandj whereof I will give anlnflance in 

E^yf^or the Article of Colchefter Bays, which, at 
i» Spain ^ the time of the making of the Refwkk 
fZ '^'f^ P^^^i were at about 17 d^ fer Ell, bat 
JcSk; >' y^f^ ^o ^^^ut zid.zxiA2^4.if€r Ell, and 
^ * continued about that Pf ice till a (lop wa< 

* put to our Trade thither. . • ^ ^ 
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^ Another Reaibn chat may be aflign^^ 

* for the fudden Fall of the Woollen Mik- 

* nufadctres^ from the Prices to which the 
^ Manufa<^rer$ and Dealers therein hai) 

* railed them upon the Profpe<a of the V^ 
} trecht Peace, is. That moft of our Mer- 
^ chants never knew what the Duties chat 

< were to be paid in Frsnce by the Tariff 
f jaijd to be granted us, and which they 

* were told was fo advantageous for our 
*^ Woollen Manufadures, would amount 

< to : but when they found what Duties 

< would be payable, iuppofing the Treaty 
^ took effed, and that they were tanta- 

< moimt to a Prohibition ; and that, anlels 
^ ttey would run the hazard of getting 
^ tbeto dandeftinely imported into France^ 
^ their Correlpondents could give them no 

< manner of Encouragement to fend any 

* thither, they then plainly few that it wa? 

* impoflible to anlwer the Expciftation of 

* the Manufadurers here. 

^ This being the Cafe of our Woojlen o^rTr^ic 

* ManufacShires in relped: to Frartce^ it werej*-?^^ 

* to be wilhed that our Treaty of Com- high j>2 

* merce with Sfain would befriend them^^'*» 

^ more than that with France ; but you have Jj^^ 

* fhewn that no good can be eicpcded ftomzxitfii- 

^ it as it is, but that we are faddled with^^^^ 
^ much higher Duties than ever we paid be-S* 
^ fore in that Country. But befides, the 

< Mode in Sfain is fb much altered, and the 
I F^ihion of wearing Bays^ and other Eng^ 



Digit 



zed by Google 



J 94 ^ Britifli MercBartt. 

* li^ WooUea Goods, fo very iriQch 

< changed into cfaac of f^M^^Dn^^ts^itd 

* fine StufTs; and chofe that will not aket 

* their Manner, being fiimiihed by the 

* Vfzy of MicMt^ and other Ports of ^a/n 

* in the AUditerrMe$», with Bays and Per- 

* pctuanas, &c. from Ct^rts^ and other 

* Places in the Provime of Langaedoc, 

* which is very near them ; and fmcc there 
are inch other Difcouragements to_oar 
Woollen Manu&aores both in France 
and SfitMf it plainly appears that it is 
wholly owingto the Trade we have PRE- 
SERVED with other Nations, that our 
Woollen Goods are not reduced a great 
deal lower than they are; and tkat mki»^ 
but hepmg the Tr*de to And from France 
u^n tht frefent Foot of high Duties, the 
freveattng the dwMine TrdnfyortAthn of 
ourWody Md. the obHining m Altermon 
of fever d Thingt in our Trettj of Com^ 
pierce mth Spain, CAn frevemt the total 
Ruin of the Woollen Manuf azures in this 
IQngdom, 
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J, plain DemonftrAtion that the WooU 
len ManufaHuTe is ef the greatefi ttn^ 
prtance to Great Britain ; that tho nfe 
have the mofi ufeful Wooly other No* 
tions have their MamfaSfures : That 
the French pujh hard to fecure this Ma-^ 
nufaBure^ by their Conduct at home 
and by the Wool they import from other 
Countries : That France is become our 
greatefi Rival j and that the Goodnefs of 
our Manufactures cannot prevent tM 
Sale of the French. 

The unhappy Conjequences of the Increafe 
of the French Trade^ and «f the Fears 
of the re%'iving the Bill of Commerce. 

Our netP Fro]e£is have encouraged the 
French Defigns ; and the bejl Method 
to flint their Woollen Manufacture^ is 
to encourage our own Exportation^ i^i 
to prevent the Running of our Wool. 
With a further Defence of the old Scheme 
from the Report of the Lords Commijp'- 
oners of Trade in 1697. 

TO preferve and encour^e the Omm 
fumption of our Woollen Manufac- 
tures both at home and abroad, is the com- 
mon concern of every Man that delights 

'■'-'. in 
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in the Wel&rcaiid jProiperity of bfs Coun- 
try. 

Thefe have been the Foundation of ooii 
ibreien Commerce, and the chief procuring* 
Caute of our Riches. 

It is therefore of the greateft Conlequence 
to this Kingdom firmly to fiipporc the jm-o-^ 
ilcabl^ Tirade that is carried on by the Ex- 
portation thereof, and to be very jealous 
of thofe Nations whofe Thoughts are bent 
tipon iupplanting us of this mighty Bene<r 
fit. 

'Tis trae indeed, Providence has fturniftr 
^us with better and more ufeful Wool thao 
moft of our Neighbours, and our Induftcy 
has brought our Manufactures to the grei^ 
dl PerfcOion* 

But can the(e be faid to be (ccored to u% 
whilft (as I have formerly mentioned) we 
know that other Nations neither tpMt Art nc/r 
MsterUls for this Performance? 

Is it not certain that the Venetians have 

(till a noble Manufadure of Cloth, with 

which Italy and Tmkej were formerly fiip- 

plyM in abundance ? 

W90il$n Did not the Jfws^ndGreeks « Salomcg^ 

Mdnufac' and in the Country thereabouts, 70 Yeats 

lonicf ,>r^ ^ "P^ Maoufeaure of coarfe Woollen 

Confer Chth^ which entirely beat out our Kjrfejs 

quim. jijien vended in g^cat Quantities in JW%, 

jAud which has ever fioce proved frfjndinal 

XQ the Copfim^on t>f our ordiparx Qlff^h in 

/tlmEEmpIt^? 1. . . - 

f , :' , Nay, 
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Nay, have lidt the Turks of late VeatS^ 
upon the Encouragement of two Viziers^ 
twice attempted this Manufkdure? And 
cfao under their Conoid Manu£adure$ cad 
never flourifli, yet they made fevcral Cloths, 
which were efteemed of eoual Value with 
ours, from 6 to 8 /. per Cloth white. 

In i66% was it not notorious that 7!|pMi4/>»^i»#ih 
Tilfrdm of Warmckfbire orevaikd with iip,'^on«»* 
wards of 2000 Men in mis Kingdom to fee- 
tie in the Pddtinate^ where theyeftablifli'd 
a Woollen Manufadure, which was greatly 
encouraged l^ that £ledor? And after 
they were fixed, was not that Colony 
joined by Skef of Htrtfarij^ire^ and many 
others ? 

And in SiU^ttk and PoUndhxvc they not ^ saeCi 
their Woollen Manufaaotics? and did they f^'jjf^ 
not attempt but two or three Years p^to 
fupply the Czar with Woollen Clodi for dtt 
Ulc of his Army ? 

Befides, how often have the Dutck en-x^Leydcn. 
tertained our Manufadofors who fled dbi- 
ther; and to encourage them, and others to 
follow their Example fettled them at Leydem * 
and other Places Rent-free and Excife*&ee 
for feveral Years ? 

By thefemd many other Tnftanccsahpttii^ - ', 
proouco], 'tis evident that there is icaice : 
any Country in Europe without a WbcJkn 
Manu&dure. 

But never did any Nation PUSH SO 
VERY FURIOUSLY to extead tfaeit 

TiaffidK 
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xkFrefl^l^aflick id thcfc MatnfaSfttres, a$ France 
J^{j£ha»doa< finoc the Conclufion of thepte^ 
MMitfic- fdfxt Peace. 

«r£« ^^ Msrtttor will and maj^ flurt at this 
^j>Vw«' Anbrtida as ofeen as he pieafes; but I ^ar 
Xidk iSkaed none that are acqaainted with' 
their Trade dan deny the Fadfe. 

However, fince he has only crude No-^ 

ti«ns of. the Fnmfr Trade, and po/Sbly is 

noe.aoqmanced with the Methods tfaeyr 

taketo filfiply themfelves with WOOL fronf 

fej^tniotaetCaimtries bcCidesGreMt Britafft 

zxdlreUad^ I will endearoor to fet lum to* 

rights! ia the following Particaiars. 

Btw Aad ia the firft Place I will tell him, 

r«n« " That France has abundance of ^ool of 

^^,/.icwwn GiDwdH which always ferved for 

iaaaif o^hury Mam&dnres. 

Tnat of fate Years, by the Encoutage- 
tOKOX. they- have ^ven to Foreign WaaaSac-i 
turers, they have learned to make the mofi 
of this and adi thenr Wool. 
• And that die French King, fome Years 
H^ caoftid gxjtaX) l^ut of his Kit^dom to 
oeforveyMf and thofe-waAe Orounds which 
tncB foood proper for the Im^dvemarof 
l^od, were turned into Sheep- Waiks^ 
M^ktally itey> ntnr reap no finali Advan* 

:T«tlteft IftaH add tfie ^revr Sillier 
they import from many Foreign' PattS. 

<m<iA'Tmkef dtey mn^.vwt' (^antides 
«f) cbe Hiddliof ddd ociKiibkf^' Soit^ * oF 

^- ; ,^ V Wool; 
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Wool ; axid hsiviog lately &iffo(Std ^ thef 
could {ttoaure in thofc Part^ tbey Imto 
this Year advanced the Price thereof 150 
fer CeMt. 

From the Gulph of ^oh, and the Coun* 
try thereabouts in Greece, they conflantly 
import ieveral forts of Wool equal to irnis 
from -jto <)l, fer Pack, 

They have aUb large Parcels (^ die in. 
ferior fores from divers Places in fifir* 

'. The Portugal Wool is eow iharcd be- 
tween them and the Datch^ the bcft where- 
of will maJkc Cloth of 6 and 7 s, fer 
Yard, 

And ixomBilbeA it's advifed, under the 
^TCb Qi Jfril laft, that in eight Moncfas be- 
£^e that tim^ the frettch had fent out of 
apam into Frmce 24000 Bags of Wool of 
alUbsts; andbefides, they had contraded 
iot moft of the beft Piles of the new-ibsia 
Wool 

. In this manner jFr4iff« is become a Sfij^ 
lor Wool, apd her Woolten Manufadfanrexs 
working for one half m two thitds «f tl^ 
Wages which we oay to ours, xtisf mt 
thereby enabled to tell their Mamifa<^e8 
exceeding cheajp^ «nd m gnafi Quaa^cio^' 
at aU the fereioi Maskets, to wliBch wc 
both. trade; and theseforelihall coodade^ 
that ibe i» ^cotnq cha pam^ Kiv;^ we 
c^rer yet ccQteiidgd ^mm.^ WiniBeft 
M w i iia ^|^ ,atodjh» ilie^ciiK^ Cape aial 
i greateft 
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gireateft Apiplication is abiblately neceitfary 
to fupporc tbis National M anufadnre. 

But that my Readers may the better 
judge of the Inoiportance thereof, I ihall 
ad^ 

/; /. d. 
The am- That we arc told by feveral^i 
^$ur^ ingenious Authors, the] 
hJ/ And Value of the Wool Ihorn >2,o6d,o6o 6 o 
W0oa$n in Emland^ amounts an- 1 
pj^^f" nuaUy to J 

The Manufadure whereof i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
is computed at ^6,000,00000 

■^1 if 

Total, — 8,000,000 o 6 

And that in 1699, as was obferyed be- 
fore, our exported Woollen Manufactures 
amounted to 2,9^2,292/. tjs. 6d. 

Thefc are all Arguments which prove the 
n^eflity we are under of iecuring this in- 
valuable Treafiire, and of removing every 
Cl(^ that reftrains our Exportation, or the 
Confumption of thofe foreign Commodities 
which we import in return for our Woollen 
Goods. 

If the Freffch can wotk Ud the Wool they 
are now poflefsM of, whicn they certainly 
can and will do, the Merchants who trade 
in our Woollen Goods to HoB^nd^ Pattugd^ 
SfMin^ Itahy and Turkey^ maSt uiKloubtedly 
loonieel the continued iU Bfie^of theiit in^ 
tttfering with us inthoie£sieigiiMflff4ec3« 
t And 
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Aiid it will be in vaio to flatter dnrfeWes^ 
that the Goodnefs of oar Matiufiidares will 
prevent theSaleoftheiiv: This was fuUr 
aniwered by one of mj Correfpondents al- 
ready, but for a further Confutation of this 
idle Conceit^ I fBall produce the Opinion of 
Sir Joft4h Child in his Difcomfe ef Trad^ 
fot, 148; 

* All odr Laws that obttoe our People td 
the making of ftrong, fubitantial, ( and, as 
we call it, loyal) Cloth, if they were 
duly put in execution, would do mord 
hurt than good, becauletheHnmcHa'sand 
Faihions of the World change ; and at 
fbme Times, in Ibme Places, ( as now in 
moft) flight, cheap, light Cloth will fell 
more fdentifiilly and better, than that 
which is heavier, ftfonger, and truer 
wrought : And if we intend to have the 
Trade of the World, we mufl imitate the 
Dtttebj who make the word as well as the 
befk of aUMaon&dnres, that we may be! 
in a Capacity of (erving all Markets and 
all Humour&' Which is likewiie too 
of^en confirmed by the Experience of all 
Trader& 

But the unhappy Con^quences already t«« iU 
eccafloned by the Increafe 6f the Prtneh^'f*^'^^^' 
Trade, ut manifeftly proved beyond ■aXi"ntl,»f, '/ 

Goiltradi^ion; /ArFrendi 

Tradt f 

Wirfi, By the Fall df otir MamiMnres in 
all foreffia F«cs : and, 
yollL D4 Stsondlj^ 
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See^My, By tJuK^cwpbliatS ^««r htmeO: 
tnd vk6A electors, That their W'OdUiHi 
Clochs (made bf &»gi^ W<»oi > 6-om 7 1!6 
9/. ;»er.Ck>cK ifKijipwf^dS) ]m9A^ kmSkf 
TeodihlCk 

Thde are<io(lo0hte<) Bfidenpt^tlKif Me 
Trade is.crajgw\i ti^th (ihr^ad and «c boqe, 
by the French Woollen Manu&dure^wliidi 
firakd act. igoorliQl: «^ asd oi^«| rMi- 
culc. 

And the Influences, ivliick l\ar< Amev tpc 
caHoned by chc Ap{M'd)cnfioa Qif che Ike- 
Tival o£ the Bill of Conmerc^ s^e <9(|iatfy 
fatal 

Siooe our WtAVers^ Mrbo lateily bpfHtd 
that they had made to the Value of joo, 
000/. annually m black SUk^ Arc very 
jdlly kmentii^, that that Maon^idtilfie is 
fiink in rwdve Months ^ to l^a thm half 
of that Sum. 

How h it then poSihlt, that thole who 
have a juft R^ard for Tiwje <an be uoooti- 
cerned, whilft it thus langdiftfid, imd wbdft 
we are thus rivalled, that onr Eyts ve hot 
to be opened, aatil we feel whiK it is «» 
want the Blel^ng we haye fe long cor 
joyed? 

-For many Yeats pat, ovxim^m^vt^ 
metce has been lo happily tatwSfi^ that 
upon the late Peace, nothing waft tnocs. <0 
be dreaded than to divert its profiterons 
Coorie from diofe Ouiinds diro wnkb it 
pafled, nor nothing nxue tobcLwiihViibt 



Digit 



zed by Google 



i%e Traie with France. 40 j 

^Mth to jprefttve and fecnre the Trades We 
ieojoytd before tli€ Waf : but for the fatare 
wc moft be coattotrto chew upon theMi^- 
tfrffer's Title, and lludj Bovlr to retrieve t 
decaying C<timnerci. 

k% long as We^leddily porilied our Traf-T*? r»- 
fick to GerfMHj^ and other Parts, for Liiicns';^'''^^*{ 
«bd Raw Linen Yam, and td Itaij sindumnxftrts 
Tmrhey tot RaW *nd Thrown Silk, we en-^'^"" '^^5» 
joyed the greateft Confiimption lor our" '*^'' 
WooUenManUfa^resthte was ever known, 
as is very evkknc hy the Increafe of out 
Exports dietein, fk>ffi tAioot 900,000 /* 
id v66^ and \66qy vo 2,937,292 /. 17 s. 
6d* \a i^99k as afot^atd. 

I »ay then be alibwed the Liberty to 
affirm, that the fii^ouragenient which has 
heea fiven to oor Silk, Linen, and other 
Mam&dore^ has diiefly procured us this 
mtdziHg Imresfe f TWO MILLIONS per 
MMM. ip oar fixpoi-tations ; whereas Frapfce 
aewr took ftom us, at a Medhim of any 
tfat«e Years, befbre tH^ir Woollen ManU' 
di6tvt was brought to Peifedion, soot 
000 /. What tti^n can we now exped!, 
wbep then: unrealbnable and extravagant 
Ducie% fixed and adjufted by the prefent 
TfMcy, wilibean abfoluce Prohibition to 
tiiefitrTradto? 

But fince our new Pfo^e^s have been on 

foot to make Grett Britain a Market fof 

Freneb Manu&dures, thefe have giveii 

jtttttigch ao4 Vigour to the ambitious De- 

D d 3 Tigns 
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figps of the fremhj and have put them 
upon enlarging their Trade to all Coun* 
tries ; and if once they were iecure of a 
Liberty to iniport their Linens, Wrought 
Silks, &c. hither, their Woollen Mann* 
iadure would be abfolutdy eftabliflied, and 
ours in proportion nmft decline. 

Certainly therefore it's high time to look 
about uSy to diffijpate thote Fears which 
have aheady cauied fiich sioltnt ConvuU 
iions in our home Trade;) and (Iruck (b 
great a Damp on our Manufiidbires, by re^ 
moving all Jealoufy of openii^ a free Trade 
with trancej and by making tne ecmoft ^ES- 
forts poffible to (tint the Growth of the 
Woollen Manufadure in FrMce^ before it 
is arrived at too great a Magnitude. 

The onlv way to con^fs this, is^ as I 
have aheady faid, to ^omote and escoii- 
rage our Exportation to thoie Comtries 
that trade with us to our Advantage ; and 
alfo to exert ourfelves vigoroufly ia p«f( 
ting an entire Stop to the runnii^ of oilr 
Wool. In this Defign I will cordially jfriii 
KTue with the Mercdtar^ and heartily wiib 
that properer Meafures than I can rpropofe 
may oe concerted, to refbrain that perai* 
cious and deftrudlive Trade toour Cofoosxy. 
However, i fliall never believe we are really 
in earned to prevent this abominable Piao 
tice, until^ , . 
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Firjt, We arc obliged to keep a general ^h my 
Rcgifter of our Wool. tx'IX"' 

Secondly^ That fcverc Penalties be in^^nrwoii 
Aided on thofe who tran%rels the Laws. 

Thirdly^ That (iiitable Encouragement 
be given to the Informers and Seizers. 

Fourthly^ That a very eafy Method be 
afligned to recover the Seizures and Forfet* 
tures without Coft or Delay. And^ 

Fifthly^ That Men of Probity and Caoa- 
city, well versM in Trad^ are intrufted 
with, and appointed to attend this important 
Affair, andto lee that theWooUen Manu- 
£idurc of Great Britain receives no Prejq* 
dice. 

But I mufl remember that the Mercatoroidsehim 
having attackM the Vindication of the Old^"' 
Scheme, I am obliged once more to enter ^2 '^ 
the Lifts with that Writer, who, wtthout 
any regard to the Challenge he gave in his 
Paper N^ j6. inftead of examining whe- 
ther it^s right or wrong, or confuting any 
one Argument which was brought to juftify 
cither the Scheme it felf, or the Vabation 
of the Particulars, runs a tilt at the whole, 
and, with his uiiial Ingenuity and Integri* 
ty, afTerts, N^ 165. That, 

We hme the Jjfurance to fublijb agai/^ this 
Scheme^ without talcing one Step to frove its 
Solidity^ without making any Amendments to 
it where we know it to be deficient^ and without 
making any Defence for it againft thopjufi 
Qlije0iotts which ha^e keen made^ whereby it 
- P4 J hai 
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the Names to it being ufoa g0o4 Gtvui^Juf^ 

This Is a Chtr^e ib •aff^retfly ftUe, txA 
fo readily dece^ed by every one wh6 has 
bad the CurtoTicy %o e xjksAiBe that Acanin^ 
thtt it is IttcoQpeivaMe how ch^ Mtndtor 
coold thus iodiicreetAf wpok htmfislf ta 
the juft Ceofore of alt his Oppafers; wet« 
it pot tvideot that this okl Scheme roots 
out ail bis Argnaieot^ c«iitradi€b all his 
Spphifiry, and proves all his Noctous te^ 
lating to the Opening of t (tee Trade with 
frtm* to be as de<^fol as aUiird ; wA 
therefore he is Itili for tl^e ShortefizoA the 
Modern W4Vt, 

But fince be is fttU diiTatis^ with ovf 
ArgtqneotA to oMtkegood the Old Schemei 
witnpiit ai^eripe wy one, I fliaU gire him 
o^e which he wiu never be able to at^wcr^ 
ian4 that is from certsliiJBxtra^ fiiom tbd 
Keport of the Lords CeauDtffion^s of 
Trade to his late Ma^efty, dated the 2 jd o| 
December^ 1697. 

* From ir««(r« the ImportaticMis bav<) 
f gradoally (naeafed irom J»»« 1670 to 

* theBeginningof the. late War» inWmc^ 
*■ Brandies, Silks, Lkien, and many Soits 
f of other Goods; for tho there was ^ Pro^ 
' hibition of frtath Wine during ibme of 

* thofu Years^ yet it was brou^t in uodei 
*■ other NaiBC^ «id in the lame Years out 

* £xp<f>iriations thithei lu^dcoMfod. The 

*firl| 
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* If^^Coinpotaticm that^wc fmd tif '^that^''^ George 
^ Trailc ftawi? in the. Books we have in^^^;^^^^^^^ 
^ our Cafto^, in ^ Rc|X)ft made by Sir 

^ (^r<ur^e Dottt^iUng^ then ^dieof^tke Com- 
^ floiflkttef i of the Caftoms, to the Lords 

* of :^ tie Pnvy-Coundl, then a Committee 
^ fos Trader dated the 9tb of Mtjr^i^ 1675. 
f" where it \s calculated^ that in one Year 
^ iherd were imported iram. i^fiwsf^ 

/• - 

* As^maoy Silks as amounted to iooooo^^^?*'* 
vL»eAS -^— - — 5^0700 wc,«,. 

f Wiiitts lioobTuns^coiDpatcd ^ ' w^^^iVw 

•! .Brandies 40obl'ans ftogctiier at |: ^ ' 70-0^^^ 

* .irfeich with Salt, Paper, Pitiens, Vinegar, France /» 
^ and M^her Commomties, apod the lr(li<^75* 

> Coftini^MrfyamoiiatedinaUto 11^16150/. 
^ 4/. Sterling, befides Points,, Laces, and 
1* what was brought in ptitatcly. 

* And that omr Exports to Ffdjne the 
I^ &ine Year amountea to but i7»o2i7. 

^ And ahhoi^h we believe thittbeL!- 

^ nen and Silks aie over^valned in the faid 

,^ Report^ yet wt Ibppofe th^tt the Goods 

^ thtifi brought in privately (not there edi- 

^ mate4) and the Increaie oif the In^orta- 

* tion of Wine and Brandy after that tinje, 
^ are equivalent to that <>ur Valuatioci, 

* ¥ct by other Computations we are iti-wne and 

* fimnwrd, that JnM(^ 168^ the Wines im-f^p^;^ 
^ ported thence amounted to above 200ooi» i^sj. 
i TwSy and th^ Brandies 6000 Tuns ^ and 

P d 4 by 
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by th&Recdpc of the Exdie it 
that in the Year, ending at A^idjammf 
'Jgdi69if^ 1689* theIInppnsof;BrandiesaIBOlIDted- 
to S,of>o Tuns, of which we fyppo/ft 
very little am& than from any Pbcx^ jbut^ 
FrdMce ; and we are informed, that che-' 
Wines that Year exceeded 2(^000 Tont. 
* And theFf^M^^ King having, .^<Mw 16^ 
1660, 1664, and 1667, encreaied: die 
Duties on our Woollen Good% and oi| 
our Lead, Tin, Coals, Tqhacoo, Sagat, 
Fiih, and other Coa»iM>dities, whick^are' 
ufually imported into bis OoovbuQas;- 

. and alfb laid an. Impofiljcin iOf fo SoU 
Toarnois per Tun on all ^fl|glifi^ Siaps, 
and retrained the Importation, of Wool- 
len Mannfa(%ircs to his Forts, of CtLifs^ 
vxdDtejte, apd otjier Goods tpipiw otfacff- 
inconvenient Potts; ,.. > , -- w ' 

*■ AndmJttHO 16^6 laid graitDatiMon^ 
all Eafi'JfiMa ppods, andjrmiaioed their- 
Importation alio to f^ledi. Poits.;. ^ffid tr 
the fame time, apd otbi^rwi^ encooragia^ 
the Confumpttoo of the Cloth,. Stui^ 
Silks, and other Goot^ipade by IiisowB 
, People; all which amounted to a^Prohi* 
billon in many Cafes in receiving fioods 
from EngUttd : 

< We are of OpinloQ, th^ we have been 
over-ballanced in tl^ir Trade in moft of 

K the laid Years aboi;i( .one MOhpaftr 4ih' 

: TO 
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^ TO tiEMEDY the Inconventenees 
diat may be af^reliended by a Trade with 
Frsnee^ being the Goods formerly im- 
ported Ctom thence did lb much eixceed 
om Exports^ and may again, if that 
Trade be laid open, and this Nation Ihoiiid 
ran into the lU^e fond Expence of Com- 
Qiodities -front thence^ before yourMa- 
jel^ be -afluredof a Relaxation of the 
Edids there, and iuqi Freedom allowed 
to yonrSubjeds asmay aflord a mutual 
Conveniency by the Comumption of your 
Goods there ; teeing the FremeJ^ King did 
by ieyeral Edids and Tariffs before the 
liuteWar impofe fiich Itaties and Reftraints 
iqpon mai^-of the Goods ufiially exported 
benpe, as amounted to a Prohibition; 
apd bath (as we are informed) (incethe 
late Peace, by an Edidof the 19th of 
O0oter la^ in general Words referrinfij 
to all Nations, confirmed die lame wi£ 
fome additional Severities and exprefly 
prohibited the Importation of the moft' 
ydoable E*P'It$dU Goods; we humbly 
conceive that the Dpties and Impoiitions' 

f- now dittoed on French Goods cannot be 
taioi^ jofi^ without laving this Nation 
M>en to a great Di&dvantage by that 
■Trader till by a Treaty of Commerce^ 
Matters relatina to Trade can be fettled 
upon fuch Conditions as may prevent the 

\ like Q?er^)allance for the future. 

* And 
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* tad CodfurnpcldOj and efaar ii<>cbk^ W 
^ t leifettfaig of the Sxpcnce of tfrttch 

* Coodi eao probably ledace tbat Trade; 

* we fcuihbfy propwv that tfee wdarhi^ 
^ andtlfttig^ofetir home amdc Siks, Cloth^ 

* StxlS&, ahd other ufeftil Goods, mif b6 
« cncoora^ed by year IVfajefty^s Royal Ex- 

* «apld, aodthe Exampie' oi your Gbatt ; 
^ and tfaa^ the Maoa&^ares m this Kiag- 

* doitt df'(l.t)j[biiig8 and AUmodds, tn^ of 

* all other Silk^ and of Linen and Mpbi' 
' may be prdniotcdj which may be a 

* Means om ooly to IdCta the Impotcai:. 
' ^onsftovfiFrdftcfj, bat to give a lai^Bm* 

* plOYWett to yot»Pedj>lci»etew 
i»«S««K • And whereas mabdy before the Year 
iwiy * J^^owski imported to to roaallQuaDtWcS, 
tb^Z- ^ that We 4o not find ftfiy meack>a of it in 
f*rt$d < die Book of Rates then made, and the 
F^ce. * Expcnce of it hath futeo inereafed to ncjtr 

* 8006 Tvms per JfMtm^ '\i^ch, redioning 
?* one fort with another at 20 /. ^r Tfari, 
-* may coft in R'Mc^ near 1^,000/. annu- 

* ally, feemg ir hath beeif focmd by Exp^> 
-• rience td nave occafi^ded Debauchery, 

* prejndfcialtotheHeakhofyoiirMi^y'is 
^ Sub)eds and Lofeof many of their LiVe^ 
• ' and proved a ^at Hihdcance to-cheCon- 

* fomption of Malr; if ir conM be totaJIjr 
ff prohibited, we humbly conceive it would 
• * be for die Good of yo«f Peopfe, and 

' f Eafe 
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* Eafe of tbc NftCtQo ia ourfitM on diil 

I iiHift ber9 take kaYe 00 make iomt 
OUexvactons sun) Reflexions opon the a^ 
|>ove*cked ExcraXi of the Commiffioaers 
.Report in 1697. 

Aodin tbefixft Placel muft oblcn^ that ' 
the Authority of the OLD SCHJCMS 
is confirmed and eftahliihed by this Re> 
port. 

The Report gives us the very fame Artii. 
,cles of imported Goods from frsiKt, vis, 
of Silk, Ltneo, Wine, Brandy, Salt, Prtt« 
en^ Paper, Vin^ar, and other Common 
dicies; and, jqft as the OLD SCHEME; 
makes the Coft of the whole Imports a* 
snottnt to 1,1^6,150/. 4i. Sterling, and 
that of the whole Exports to no m<»etfaan 
171/D21 1, 6f» id. 

This very Compneation the Comraifli*' 
oners affirm they ^und in a Report made 
jcbe 9tb of Ahi^h, 167 c, by Sir George 
Dotomm^ thm .oae of tne Comtutffionery 
of the Culoms^ to the Lords of the Privy<r 
Council, then a Committee of Trade. 

So that here is the Aothotity of Sir 
Gtmrge DmMMg, a Commiffiooer of tl^ 
Cttftoms at that very time, for the OLD 
SCHEME, aeaiutt tneOentlemciii whoare 
now in that Commiffioa Let the Merest 
tar then inform 09 to which of the twa 
the moft Credit ought to be given is this ■ 
ffytttt, to Sir Qtorge Domiiirg, who was a 
/ Com. 
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ComtrdfRon^X at the v^ry time when the 
OLD SCHEME was made, ^d who hand- 
^ it to the Lords of the Privy-Councii ; 
orxatheprefei^t Commiflioiiers, who were 
^n(:e conuitoted daring the prefent Admi- 
niftration, and at {o great a Diftance from 
that Tranfadion ? Is it more likely chat the 
OLD SCHEME was forged, or the Cuf 
tom^houfe Entries from whence the Report 
of the preient Commiflioners was taken? 
.^'^ould Sir George Dowming^ or the Com- 
miilioners of the Cuftoms in his time, have 
bajd the Confidence to have forgM that 
SPHEME, if there had been Entries then 
in being to contradi^ them ? And if there 
9XC now any (iich Entries, is it not very 
i^atural to liclieve they were forg'd fince^ 
tb^t time to (erveaTurn, perhaps to pro- 
cure a Repeal of that Prohibition of 1678, 
which is (aid to have been founded upon 
the Credit of that SCHEME ? 

I defire the MerutoTj or the preient Com* 
:|)ii(fioners of the Cuftoms, will find out 
feme Apfwer to this Argument; for till 
they do, the OLD SCHEME is elftabliihcd 
ifi every Article, and the Report of the 
K^ieQt CQmmiiBoners can never ftaod be^ 
>reit. ^ 

And yet allowing that Report to ftand, 
pne of my Correfbondents has {6 well jufti- 
ficdfo many Articles of theOLD SCHEME, 
and ibewn the^ariation in the general BaU 
li^n^e of Xrade^^s it would ftand upon the 

Report 
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Report of the prefcnt Commiflicners^of the* 
Cuftoms, from that of the SCHEME,'t6 
be fuch . a Trifle, that it was not worth my 
while to dwell upon this Argument. But 
when inch an Opportunity came in my* way, 
I couM not forbear adding the Weight of 
Sir George Dawnhg^s Authority to that of 
the worthy Gentlemen who were the Sub^ 
fcribers of the SCHEME. 

The next thing to be obferred in the Ex« 
trads, iS) That even during the Prohibition 
French Wines were broi^ht in under other 
Names. 1 I believe fo too. ThtMerutcr 
has faid the lame thing, and that it Vfik 
done by the Order of the Court, and by 
the Connivance of the Commiflibners of tH^ 
Cufloms : If it was, we are not to wonder 
at the late Report of the Commiffioners^i 
which contradids in a few trivial Idtances 
the OLD SCHEME. If a Court can give 
iuch Orders, and the Commiflioners of the ' 
Cuftoms will obey them, we may very 
well account for the Entries from whence 
the prefent Commiffioners took their laft 
Report : They were very probably made 
by Of der or Connivance/ 

A third thing to be obferved, i% That 
the Cpmmiflioders4n 1697 imagine that the 
Lineps and Silks are over-valded' in the 
OLDSCHEMEi. They only imagine To ; ^ 
they have not pi^duc^d one Argument for 
their Ima^nation. Bor my own oart, I 
imagine the dire^ contrary > and I believe 
. , . • have 
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iMte ibewfi by tiie Jinehority of the ISi^ 
jfiBctt^Gimrd and MtrdiaDC% that die LU 
liens «re not over-¥alaod, and riiat the Silk» 
«re greatly voder yaliod 

But 4imy, The Lords CommiffioiMrs ist 
1^97 J^fPy^^ *^ ^^ Goods them frivM^lj 
ho$^h m: (jmi wot t^imMttd id the Scheme; 
4#i $hf Imrtsife tjf the ImfortMiioM of Wiw' 
dni Broody after tkot tme^ sro eqoivoiMt to 
thoi frnffcfedOvtrvduooion. Howl Goods 
cUt»e(liiidy io^oitdd ib very confidera- 
hkl But>(be Mtrcoior does not belkve any 
fiich thiog ; he lays, the CMficm^houfn Bo- 
tries can give iisa tnas Account i%f all dor 
Imporcs^ -out not ofr om Exports to any 
Couotry. Then it is joercain ik> Goods era 
be daodefttnely matted, for fuch as ar^ 
9ie never entered. ^ 

Sthlyt How often has^tiie^fn^ntTi^ been 
flfficndtti with the i iboo Tuns of Wine, 
and 4000 Tnns of Braiidy in die SCHEME? 
But it {bems the Locds Commiffioners in 
1697 ate of a very different Opinion, they 
near double the Quantities of thofe Goods 
for other Years* 

6thly, Thefe Gendemen are of opinio% 
\re have bden over^haflancod in the French 
Trade about one Mtllioniier om$. I be« 
liev€ inoft Merchants will tnink tfaea v«y 
modeft : AlincA thar Lois may be raadfe ' 
out by Cufhop^hoede Entries^ Mfides lilch 
Allowance as oi:^nt to be moAt for dan* 
deftineIaipQitatimi& The hUrootor is of 

another 
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mnhn mnA\ be lays, «r «w/ jUM^ytt^ 
BENEFICIAL to the Nmmi^ and loaw* 
t\f»^ &X$. he hts. poored it. I wUh I osvidt 
lcM^,W any on« thieg cbat looks like a Prool^ 
1 IKovid give over writuig any moi^ 
' 7tjiJl^, The Jad. Loi«l»<DDitomifii«Mietti^ 
ii(.97 ir^ of opinion, tint ow ^rft^Roneiy. 
againft loHng fuch an Over-ballaac^. is to. 
H^ jon ovr pKSaat big^ Ducie^TJir bdo. 
qirc&ah t Trenty pifl C^n»Mic)d>3n!ft}AUiitir 
ont^Qoodfii into iV-joirrr toas gjteita Voinby 
^.Uie BrtiKh xaxkicaA td&^^d.- Wi^ 
an^;l4'e ch(?y are in the right asitolfajgh Da^' 
tifi^ j^e can oniy gee hy chefirfiioi^ Tlmdoy 
\yi»Qii.^« ibeepaiii»4s.iiiach>i3siobfliUe dkr 
Qdocb aod. Mexshandisbt o^ nuc hfatkin. 
A^ifbtitt TxevcT.eilGttmmirtn nbtt woqW 
eonWe tgJB to lave. by. that Tciide,^ X«riflki 
thA Afer»r«r^ or a^y one 61% ^Id ihnw 
what Treaty wonU faeiafici^ ibr time 
Purpofe. I am very lure the late Treaty 
is not ; it puts France on as good a Con- 
dition for trading with E/igUnd, as every 
other Nation^ and leaves uiil ftanding in 
France all neceffary Prohibitions and high 
Duties on the Gtiods and Merchandizes of 
EttgUni: It mod cortainly increafe their 
Importations into England, but cannot in- 
creafe our Exportations to that Coun- 
try. 

Srhly, I have often Ifaewn, that our 

Trade, asis fiud in this Report depends on 

S»h and Confumftion ; and have tnerefore 

+ every 
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every where recommended the efe of tfitf 

Linei^ Paper, ^^f. Mf chief Aim lias breefi 
tbelocreafeof^omjlracs^ and^ asthelU^ 
port fayfl^ to give s Urge Emflcymeitt to amr 
BufUhn. l4m^periiw^.tb^ 
and his JUKttMrt have nothing of^ dns a 
Httart.. . •. ., . * . .1. 

Laftly, TheCommiflioncrs in i ^97 woidd 
totally prohibit Brandy, the Expcnce of 
which they fuppofc might formerly coft the 
Nation 160^000 i per ann. and hinder a vaft 
Confiitpption of OUR MALT. Thefe 
Gentlemen were for the Intereft of the Na- 
tion ; and for the fame Reafon I could wifti 
effecJlual Care could be taken to prevent the 
Importation of foreign Brandy under any 
Duties lefs than the prefent, sii. But the Afpr- 
cittor would gladly have France as much fik 
voiired as any other Nation. 
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jbt Jftjknr to 4ti the Exforts to France 
. dt tbt end if the Mcrcators. I» 

wkieh is flmfft tk*ti 
Forfeit GoUs exfortei nm to Franc^ tfe 

mo Argument for the BiB ef Commerce^ 

hmt rather dn Argument t^idnfi it^ 
Com snd other Provifons, •$ sifo Lead 

Mid Tm M tbofe Uftf, are no Jrgn- 

meta for it, 
N^her ure our WoeSen MttnufaSures. .. 
7ke v/Me. Exforts <f WooBen Mammae- 

Uires to fnaace lafi tear were not 

10000 L 9^4dm. 
fhe wbdk' ettforied to Diiokirk is Cufiom' 

frety snd thut Fhce' is fnffeiettt to 

emfeune sB that are fent to Fxzace, 
The MerctCOr ttmviSed of Forgery or 

Fofy, 
(The Freocb have Wool fufficient for oB 

Parts (f the WooBen Manufa^ure mtk' 

eutt dff lying to England. 
Jn Jfrefi tf the French Kjn£s againfi 

ufiug the Staffs 0/ India, Chioa, &e. 

With KefU&ums on it, 

iBdicve I have foffered the Mercator to 
go on for 40 or 50 times with a Lifl: of 
3ds eiq^rted to France at the end of his 
VoLII. E e Papers, 
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Papers, witboat vouchfafing any Anlwer 
to this Argument, or rither to theie Pieces 
of an Ai'gumcnt ; for I "cdtildi never tbiiok 
them worth an Ahfwer. 

At the end of the Mcrcdtor it is common 
to fee in capital Letocfii^ 

FROM THE GUSTOM-HbUSE, 
Goods exported to Vtitict tn^om^ two^ three^ 

And then follow his ^Parcels of Woollen 
Manufadures, dying Xxood^ Lead, Tin, 
Corin, and other PtovifionSi which in that 
Compals of Time are enteitd out to ftMce 
from the Port oiLonibmy to amufe his Rear 
ders, dnd makb them believe 6i:lr Escpbrts 
to that Nation are prodigious, even now^ 
tho the Treaty of ConiBiftrcc is tiot made 
effediiial, ihd ufidcr the Diladvianta^e of 
the preleht Duties ^^hd Plrphil^tigns. 

And how muqh then are they to imagine 
our ^Exports flfall be incrofed^ , Wlwra by 
rendering the Treaty efledual the French 
Prohibition^ Siall ^t replbalbd, atid their 
Duties ihall be reduced W> the m>derat^ Ta* 
rifFof 1664? 

I anfwer, Thfcy are not likely ft) be in- 
creased at all ; for, , ; 

1/, As I have often fai^, no ProhibiJ» 
tions on foraghfeoods-ejfpdrfed '6*6x11 tliis 
KingBoiti are repeifed by thisTi-tfiifty ; Tinte 
by the Very W6tds of the iDreaty, thfc Pr<*. 

I^Hons 
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The Trade mith Franct. ^\p 

hSiititm to be replied afc only foch ^s'^htftcnch 
iR)h<0rfl- tfee GcKfds and Mefchandizes of^f^ft']^. 
Great Britiun^ Bona mere efq-, Magfia Brifoft-fmiln""^ 
w*i itkck aftfet a Vhole Year's SoIHcitation ®'"'' "* 
^df^ehasmt yet condefcended to explain, KS 
that by Geods 4hd Merchandizes of Gfw^ 
^ftiH/f iiftU be tmxief flood thofe oFforeigii 
.^i-dwthj or MaduEdure eXJ)orted from 
Gre-^^ Brfiaitt ; fo tftat all Prohibitions oH 
th^fe GtXdds ai-e to regain in their foil force. 
Hot fifiy diiebT'em is tiepealed by any Claufe 
fii tftef Idte Treaty, and confequently we 
ftallfthd lio gteatfer Ouatatities of Eaft-tndia 
«Jr !>>»% Gbdds to frano: than We do al- 
t^^f • do greater Qua&titi'es of dying 
Qo«a^ for thdc afib art the Growth of 
fti-d^ iHfations. 

ft is ifidecd ti^e, tftat feme t^arcels ofi>«A;«. 
*h4ft! Goods arie expbtred eVen now to''""*'*.. 
f^«»ff. That Prince is accuftotned to^^'ilt? 
dij^ilfe ^ith his Prbhibitions to fupply any « firv* 
ptelent Wants or Exigencies of his SubjedS;"'" 
and it fe not improbable that he difpenfes 
with Aeni at this time as a Shooing-hora 
t6 the Bill of Cottiifaerce, and to get the 
treaty made efFedual. But he is not ob- 
liged to tepeal or dilpenfe with theM by this 
Treaty J and virheh it fliall be toade effedtual 
by ia Law, w'heh we fliall have obliged our- 
felves to let in an Inundation of Wines, 
Lirteh, 5tlk, Paper and other Commodi- 
ties and MaiiufatStures of that Nation, he 
%rill then enjoin a mote ftrid Execution of 
£ e 2 his 
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410 Th Britifh Merchant, - 

' ♦" his Prpbilntrd'flis^oii^ our 'feTOri&od^ be 

.Wte.irre«y. *"''•'■'••' - \'-^' r>xi,.' .'^u:'^y\ 

tlttd'the Livami' ihsfcfhsai^ ^ixu^fidyig^ 
Warts wiiick tvct«£id io'the AJ^ffV^iLsfli 
bfex^otttdOMs to i9«M^,r;clie'Do Atgi^ 
i^nt ac all fof tbeBilUf Qtankreei,' OifE 
JBx^rtatlcm ofthdk Goods wriil notboakKt 
cvea^M by the Treity : :oiB-ti>d;cdiicn>]ipif 
}i1$ ttoft Cbri^iiui Majeftfriiiflirs gte«in 
^anttties of* them to be iaapoxtftd' mn^ 
tbafl^ be iitrlU be obl^d to <jddrai3errjikB 
^;featy ihallbeinadeefie<lhi&l^'i£>hbadi>e^ 
ttits/ thiit we otay be bis Btdibles^ amkoj)^ 
l^e ourielves to kt io aB,iimtiditk»-<lf 
Maotffadwes from bis Cotmcnis^ttittcwiiBB 
%ht$ Point is gained,. be.n£iy riieft^iiWK 
Ibid than be is^at' preieitf ii^ the^Bxccatitii 
tif bis^Ptobibitioo^ ; thea ailot^ Ibeeigi 
boods Wbicb we read ifiih»Ahu*ta^8'fdSk 
iat fo many Arguments .wby ^.bog^f liC|' 
^tQpafstbcfiill oTCoinaerce^ Gnoefthc 
^ffiag o^'thabiSil]^ iafteiBi'Of. incoiafo^ 
^»i^ {)fOve a means to idTen'-ctiur^&EparGak' 
«idn&^ilireipe<£^ro foreign Go6d& / Heia6* 
$^rs us to export tbem qo^k, b^cicofb iie hab 
^^tTora to fetv«; wbeU-tbe^Eumis ibrr^, 
be may without ^dy bDeachiof iSiekf :{ipd> 
vent oof- fixpotcation.- ;: iii . 1: .. ;• 5Vi.fi 
^ 2^^ ^We read ^acQwiiitities oiiCofh 
i|nd othe^tBro^fions ^exporcod to IRnutpe ip 
^e MrrM A3»r^iL^\ bud what ^tgwnencc^ 
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Ais for ijeiJat of C«wnie«ce?i Xhe %j»4^»''» «»- 

:^P?ople, when they arc alinoft ftwYing^f/^t/S'^ 

wiot^ of^'^reiidy' boy »4itc 4^iiti^ipf ofi» «m« 

Mi|bfty, ^tot &ye the Ltvcs.<)f slii&SBbie^'* ""*'* 
fe^/s trto be imported Qajl$®i|ire& ;W^ 
ibiafon is titts lor rendetuig tHe Tros^ty>«^ 
foftaal? He faflers his People tt» bay 6r5a4 
%oi|Q OS Gaflotot-^ee wichduc ^is Tr^ty j 
. tttd-H^Al >\^6 imporc ic upoii beaer Tei:mf 
ffaxn: Curfbnqi-ftee when rate Treai:y flial|,bw 
flflfadc Bife<3;cial ? The not ite^idering ip.,^r 
iedtual'dQe^' not. hiq^er our feUto^ j^ 
^abdtiqs d€ Cdm ^s i^ce wanted m th^ 
frAw&I^iaQd, and, the renderiflg it efie^^ufi!! 
Kiimocionablc.usto iell.iin^ woencliey ^ 
»st .wane ic iThe Corn, theiefore- j ^rf 
^bvifioiis/.^bicii we stadia the M^4*J'!H 
ijiAsof ocpoixedGoods^are bothingatd hif 
^utpofe^ are no Argument why "^^ 9Bm^ 
fsofs the Bill/of . Commerce . / \ . ..: .. ,nc 
5 There wamoM the:M<rij*fftr'« e?tpo«ftd 
^o6ds loine Pirc^ of Lead:aiid.TiQ jito*^ 
-06 Frame has jione of thete. Cpmnibdjcif^ 
•bif heir own Growth, has ^soxiSiXDX Qooilioo 
;fi}t d>out JO or 40000 /.ya^ of^tbcie 
(Goods fer am, and can ^ orherwtfeTbe 
-fippHed than from this Kinfdom^ fbe.nui/$ 
have them at all times wfaeth^Mff>.Wac .or 
ifiea^e; and CTQCijdudng^ iksii^tWu^ :lhe^ 
jiprocured as Anicbi'as ^:W!diit6dby the way 
ofnentralCouhtricjuj ^ jbfnfl grditt life- 
fortance therefore to us, whether the French 
£ e 3 Duties 
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42 i Tie Britifh Merchant* 

Dnties on qoxJ^cfd oxTu^i ^'B by tlie "^atilf 
of 1664, or by any higher TariCj i^»'4«w 
muft take from us wh^p flie W9j0is, apd th? 
cafieft Tarifi'wiU not make her ^ke g much 

f rearer Quaiitit;^, f«v? it woul4 be xidifxt- 
)us for her to import mu?b ipore than is 
aeceHary for the annuaji Con&mptipa of 
>er People. I verily believe the le^ Du- 
ties or none at all p^ ow l-ead Jjnij Tipf, 
would hardly enable us to fell to /y-f^^r^ a- 
bov? the Vatoe of IP or 1 5000 /, pf thofe 
Commodities jnpre than we do «t; Relent ; 
9nd wonid it be worth our while fp| this 
profit to pafs the Bill of Cominerce, and 
to Ipt in an Inundation of Wine, Silks, Li- 
kens, Paper, and oth^r Commodities from 
Fratfce, as we did heretofore, and for which 
we ihall he forc'd to pay not with Lead or 
Tin, but with the vital Trealure of th? Na- 
tion ? 

The thing which I.haye relerved to Ipeak 
of in the laft place, is that which always 
l^ands firft in the Mfrc^tor's V&Sy vfz. ouF 
Wo.ollpn ManufajfltureSf 

In the Front of all his daily Entries fox 
Frame, there ^re conftantly feverial Parcels 
of Woollen Manufaji^ures, without any Va- 
luation, that his Readers inay bilieve thp 
whole Year's Value is prodigious. 

Befides, he often taj^es pare to inform us 

they aj-e npw exjpo|-ted to Frwct upder a 

heavy Load of Duties, about 'jo. fjor.Cent. 

astiefoieetipiestelj^ps pf tbf^fullVfthic; 

. .. i but 
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The T\:4de ipiA ^tiiiQ^i; 41^ 

but ^ xH T«ifr of ii$^4> hft «lf»B tslh 
vs tbe; Qitf^ ^^ oQC at>(»9e kjj^ C^«/!. 
ittu^ chat tk^c ktje (1:rei«y <jf Cpfljwwarcg x^ 
cfuces all to that Tariff two S&e^i^s Qnl^ 
excepted, wz^ Cloth and Mill'd Serges ; 
nay, itt his N^ ?$• Jw makes a Correfpea- 
denc of his irom Paris value the Duties by 
that Tariff at no more than ^ ;>^r C^/i/. (but 
^tis no great matter whether he is confiftent 
>vith himfelf or his Correfpondefits, t^ 
^leaders to whom he ^plies are not very 
e|<ie, and they muft not ^e (o luim^n^rly 
.as to remember his Contradiction) and If 
filch prodigious Quantities are exported unr 
d«r the prefent Load of Duties, how much 
greater would be exported by the Tariff of 
1^64, to which they are reducM by the 
^i;e Treaty? 

I^ow 1 ask every oije Qf the Mfrcdtor^f 
Headers what he thinks o^ his 4^|Iy En- 
tries of our Woollen Manu&dsoces for 
Frame ? What does he think they will a- 
mount to io a Year ? Would it De worth 
the Mercator^s while to ftufF every Paper 
with a long CJatalogue, if the Catalogue oif 
g winkle Year wtjuld not aanoun^^to iqoQp /? 

Qw ^py Mm Wg^W ^ ^99^ 4^^ i^e/^g^ 

W iWpQ^ upon tfiepji a Belief tjl^^toj^r pre- 
sent annual Export^spf XV'opfle^ ^la^ 
i^?s for Frapce ftqp the Port c^ Jfp^of^ 
Mc.iWe go tjn^ th^t Value?' 
, 1 4^11 th^^ore pjTjefent ipy Rcjadcrs ^ 
©ttCPj«jitJj Aife? gntir^e? p^f WooUcn 1%. 
E « 4 ^adjturfs 
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4H ^^%iili liM^^ 

4cQxa the Vastoi~La§^itnm w^f^SSii^Y^ 
^cb ai c as foUo^ - , -^ -t 3-^1 
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' Species c£ Eatetoito^ 
'■- Goods. . JU^ifkirk. . 
Sctiw i-jfii^i 

Series ij^ 

j-.'StBtaSBoas. ■ io 

ir l^ouiijitBays ij 

Single Bays rf ' • j - .? -,.- . A 

Sbam^i Cloths ijr • , t -,.--=> 41^4 

Whitcaoths a : • % 

LdogClochs aj. . --. *fe 

Sio« Cloths .6^/ . ^r" " £jC 

Ddtible Dozens y^ - '' ^'J^ y *^ j/ 

Sbii^e Dozens .54 ' :i---i?*-C '5^ 
Ked^s M*!?- ' ' / ::t 4 :^j| 
Ciipfe Tftxis .■;«»-' ' :-.s 7 r? r idtf* 

Co^C» Goads :: J%)«> - . ! . -I^oto 

l^^iwl Yard*' 19^ ■'■ • -^8^--" : 4»ift8j 

WoMen Cloth' iia . . ati ' - , 43<>s 

Holb Dozen ' i>^' ^ ..j'^i.; *. >54^. 

HatsDo^ ;ji ' * - , 3t' 

V^aptts - ;■••-' -jd: •;■'■' ■»- ^■'- --■■.31 



^y '^!i W^^f^'^' ^ ^^"^^ boor csqffMiMd 1 

c^ef^ f^ oiv owoQftrifbnt, 4nd&ot «i ai]jf> 
Pi^-tpf <;>nrTril4ejx>i>Mrft. : :>'..:>: --- ^ 

Val^e qf aU ^^^Qoods^tnekSncjcetcheSamr 
of ;i4oQc^j.4fi^$^t9^ $#«^« whole' 
Year to be diftribuced to us i^ Pattskalmdt:.' 
' three 
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mte mmin f^ wttkrikk aooBd^ Kir . 

mMiPm^dM life Ratderfftoold believe^ 
a^lda&iy^'ficriloabt, are tbnn wary, ^to 
beUeve ftom fais weekly Scr4>s, that oi# > 
£]^rts of Woolten M^u£idures to Fr/mee p\ 
^&-tt%whrti^ Yi«r jtfetDany times the Va- 
h^cff ro,ooo7.' even under the prefent finr-* 
d^'of high t)tities. -. - 

f^rButfiich a Trifle as it is» what Reafimtonidrk « 
%^e we to believe that; it is exponsd txtfi-^*^ 
Srtiue under the prelenfc heavy Duties? I 
Mist my Reatkr will caft his Eye back to 
Ihe above-mentioned Table ; he will there 
i^ thatalmoft the wholi^'EjqKjrts are made 
t^punkirky whidi is a ftee Port, and where 
n«SOilomsatallarep^d; and that it h a 
^nfle indeed, not thet^ Value of soo/. 
wluch was exported to^ the other Ports 
iiiB*nct, It looks as if iut Eliay had beeo^ 
]feade^%o exp^A^nr WdoSe^ Manufadbnes 
d) bther Ports of Frdm}^ but thatk.wasv 
fp^sA impraQ(cable and given oven , . 

/pmkirkf a^I have (aid^ is a fiee Port; 
ilpCnftoms «Ee paid there, and it aK>ears 
chat almoft all our Woollen Mami^4)ues 
cdeiEfed foHyvMrr^arrvxpORigdYor thatCity ; 
Ifow'chuanrdieMrmtirpittend that our 
l^oollen' ]Vltmu£i€Enrei are reported to 
Jr4»r« under theprdenrLoad of Duties, or 
indeed luder my I^tties at all ? 

sfVee the i|{e»«4Mr.faa5 pretended this !p a 
l^etter. which iiehasrcoaiiterfdted from a 
Oofsi&atnd£Uri$ Qnnkh^k^ \^14cb is to be 
fc*ninhis.NP-^5^ :c ^ " 

z.'ii.'.: He 
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4^6 the Britifli Merchant 

2?*?^j He makcshis Dunkirk Cowce^9^% fey, 
Sjji*^ Thit they hmegrea QuMtitiis of the WmH^a 
/rM»Dim- MMuf^fShares of Engla^ix iW Q^ ; Th^ 
^Jf */A9^^cx /A^;>? ritertf /vc? wj;/, fy tutming thm 
0m it. tmjbore elditdifiwefy; T!\ut this wiLS the tj^^ 
ta dc iyi tbegfcesf Number tjf Shifi lo^Am thin 
thar tpUh Corn dnd Codls fince the Ptscey 4M 
which brought Woollen ManufAlfifreSj whkb 
were run a-Jbone without faying tbi Duties ; 
thst the FMimers ^ the tujioms ferceivii^ 
tbiSy thought it their bef m(i} to trist with the 
MerxbgntSy dni accordingly dgreed tqtdke 2% 
per Cent, lejs t^an thefui Dusks ; fa that 
nam dH forts of our Wocmn Mdnufdffusres^ 4rjQ 
fold in Dttoktrk dlmop ds openly 4s in any 
Jtwn in Flan(krs, die^ drs fomsdr.dcd from 
thence to dll Pdrts of Fraace, dnd evsn fsf 
Paris it felf : dud the Corr^fftpwdent fdysy 
he hdd jujt then received J2 Sian^ Cloths 
4 fkorey which he hdd bought pji CommigSSon 
in LoodoOy difd wds then forwarding to 
Paris. 

Several diii^s are to lie r^markM oo 
this LfStter^ a&d the for^zgoing EsqKurcs 10 
France. 

Aad 4ft^ Tfaat (^ Letter never came 
j&6m Dunkirky I}ut was forged here by. did 
Mercator; or if it really came fromDuuip 
kirky it Avas feot on purppfe to aimfe him, 
For a Dunkirk M^n toteiius, that Go6ds 
are rim cfandeftin^y a ftiore in a free Port 
to fav€ the Duties^ or t4at oui> MerchsntS 
there agrde with (he F^mers of t^eX^^oms 
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T%s Tr4^ tpith France. A^T 

ti^s ill 4 Place where po duties i^t^JltigEr 

S'gid, Is ridipjloju?, NoM^ tbap Mves m 
Dunkirk epuld be gftilty of %ipg tfeifc 
$oipg fqch thing might $e expe^ed f«?m 
the W?^-D IBLIS^, aft4 I MWc tbw ci. 
thejf the MmAtor oi his Dire^pr w^*S a Nsir 
tiy? X)f tlwt Popjofry. 

^4ly> A5 fpr the V^hflB of ip,oop/. in 
WpolleiiMani^a^jtures to be ient xoDum^ 
kirki wh?j:e wc hft4 9^^ ^Pg^^^ G«riibn, and 
w|ij?j:i? i? wil^ be pifefum^ thfi% p^r own Ofe 
fipi^s woyjl/d chu^ t<> appcj^iqithe Mamifao 
tipresojr their natiFeCoijintry, it is nothings 
If 4oes Dot prove that we hsa^ ibid any 
Woollen Mao^fad^ps^t aU ido tbeifreA^ir 
People. 

jdly^ Bi^ if we had not had an Engliflf 
G9fiU>i^ how incQoiiderabk a thing is the 
Valije x)f 10,000 /• in Woollen ManufitCr 
tures to be con^uoed by the Inhabitants of 
that City, where the Sieqr Tjgghe in his 
A^emprial, fays there 4re id,0QO Families? 
It is not above ^ s^ fer Head ; but whatlbr 
cvejr is confumed jn Dunkirk is confiimed 
withojcit payii^ any Q;^om% and will 
noc prove that pur Woollen Mannfao 
tures %xe f^nt ^t phis jCin^ie toFrame nn. 
4er a h^avy Load of Duties. In vain there* 
fore does the Merc^tor tell us that our 
Qpods are forwarded from Dunkirk to all 
o Aer P^rts of trAme^ and even to Vsfis 
it felf. No M^ya. living will believe biiH, 

and 
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and 1107 tidict|loii» ;i»k KoJtfeiLtistJie MAa^ 
jtaft'ibeii Sut wi iu i u^ ift Sii»fufik<^clthi.%e 
.^Wm^ wiiea. tto^morc cb^ i(^>iKete>|iii» 
foitcd'iato Dugkirk ixLAwhxAs'Year.} K,.li 
' But laftly^ What is i.(VK>aii Sudoe is^ 
Wbotko-Manafiidiiitts to beftnt; ttffoegreac 
4 Natieti i& Fi^me ? It is aci jbiif-a |ah 
tliiagp^cr Head fyr-evety one:df xhcifc 'Pedl 
. ^e. It might wiell be Cent to FrMceiottikt 
^ Dncics; chat Nation, wfasc^i bas ^iiot 
iMoi-ib- iooff at this Manufiidaxe*.^^^!!^ 
i^ves^ may betboc^ht to tlke.ofF-as inoel^ 
aftdnsfermcerPattttiis. It4sam6landi<i|% 
fy:;CocifideeatiOB^o'£btt: yrc ibidAfmiAtat 
openly jiorrlandeftinelf at this^tteeco tha); 
Kingdom above. the Yalue /df ,ii(»^oo/. in 
Wo6Ueo Maiwfii4ltKes: it ^.«^$^ duy 
aufe very much improved; and formy owi| 
. mrc I tfi^edisatfiittleHelp^rom the lace 
3'xidaty cr Commerce, which leaves' fi'om 
. ^ortQw$a^«r Cc»r.^ Duties on ouitt Woollen 
Matiii6duresia that Kii^dom. -^ : It is fla£ 
thorefece the Frfw/b hiVe WoolTen Ma&n- 
£ifture&«Doagh of thdr own, toihnd in-n^ 
oeediof . any. it <att fr<Hii os \ : iEt^ioy bad 
no^ -no Duties would be £aSBideatia^ftti> 
ifcat out iendii^ amoi^ themjeitbec Jdrly 
<2rtclaadd^aely) ^gceater jQuantities^ tluh 
ch&yahseQf lOydocL/./ fer.jMJtlib:£a^x 
Trifle for lb great a Natt^c^ : a^jyct^b^ 
the Entries it does not appear we fend them 
Mt^y fmce our People at Dunkirk were M'^ 
iicicac CO take off all weloat thither. 

\ 
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Th Trad^ with Vrsincc. 429 

I think*^H<it(iibi4, ferkjr'oWi port, the ^ ' ^ 

that the^Traifa^ BKi^r W^ 

IVfateryis toDptcry^ on t]iiiManu&<^ra^ 

u. figr ahS) das tviU^ita^ 

die^ caabe i» jio wan6 ef ^Wocl^ thacblv^ 

Ihouldatt ibe; fixppludnftdi a&y fwaf^tim 

3. -.¥^1 &ys^: the. bbrbit(»%< N? ii6S* Ithrcf 
ff '€m^i^aiM^iMdHi^^t0Mti^ jto M$ dam 

at^hft^flted:<rf thp Memnwi Xhapthtie^'J'*^^ 
cah^ biT' mii Want t}f fihe Wool fn^/hM^f^i^^i 
/riiif is alvery coiifiderri)le St^ iiidasd; I /^ «^* 
^n£f Sjiufc liofikm hidi 6owj that rtkfly:caft^X47 
^ve ihffitcec^ coatfe i^ffkKxi^h^^ taitcdkfine W09L 
{ypith^i£fini?^iDrt?o Jndket^o^ otter Mai^ 
•inil^diiMi^wid^ comcDg inro Enghni^ i ^ 
v/IAaiidibeHm.irft5sn thaa: jcbcy bivea aood 
deal oi^x ^bsaaupNn^ ^ add if tbey kuliioc^ 
thisyrcodd btt£^l^\)r^ this :alib' ftom 

^VA M- v/ V;Hi<iti.; j:, %'-' .^ ~' -- ^" ■ :-^: ■' <||^ 
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4|0 The Briciili ^tercharit. 

m hnj Wfc fik» fiy)m 5^Ki» aiily their #&e (%». 

sl^nift* ^'iAWool, which is ^rt^ Iritb Flrft^, Se- 

>MSego- tonds, HodThlfdili 

via wuu gyt the 5^rfA/J» hirt feVerid bther Sdrts, 
fireh ft$ Wool of €4^/p, of J^ra^oh, ittd 
oche? finei- SortSi' fi^ih fllr^ Pence half- 
jjenhyw fkiiVtiiCtftr lib. Which iftttfee- 
ii)g {>{ckM itftd ct^hlid, khd throwd into 
jpro(Jer Sorts, Is worth ffdm fix Peface to 
ten Perjce fer lib. and anfwers ali thfe Ufes 
ef £«g<^ Wool We buy 6idy their ()eft 
€t^ovi» Woo!, but the B«wA great QOaii- 
lities of all th^ir otheir IbrtSi The Por^tt^ 
^n/ Wdo! rtms hightt than the ordinary 
forts ofSfdifr, fo that F^arite ^ithoUt 6dfla» 
iiig to d^ cannot want Wool for any |)att 
of the Wdoll6n Mantifaiatirei 

Since the Afercttor his fo ihueh anstiled 
his Readers with his daily Entries Ibt fiance^ 
and I have fo M\y &dr#ered all that h6 had 
|iven from t5he Uafiofn^'boitfe ft6^ Vhfifmks 
tiiito X^hrifiMris \) i 5,\vlthoi4t HiS offeflhg 
the ieart Re^ly to any one bf tev Al|;tf- 
iilehts; and fince eyeri in his (aft thiiit are 
feme Entries of Eaft-litdiaHoods for iFmhtf^ 
to make his Readers beliive that #fe ^afl 
ftiake Vali Exporfatidds tif thoft 'Siwdi 
tvhen thfe treaty of Cbdnbeit^ ffiall be 
made efrc6taal ; to Ufidecdivd thofe udV^arV 
Perlbflfr, and alio td tejifefcnt to tWEafi^ 
/»d//4 Company how little they will bebe-^ 
n^fited by that Treaty, I fliall give them a 
f finflation of an Edi^ of his moft Chril^. 

dao 
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tttn Mtt^ of the iith of thS inUbnl 
"Jaite (NewStife) ^rhiehisasfoUbWs. ' 

Jrrtfi of iht Kjn^s CmheH if fi^i«, eori' 
fhting H^aidtidfrs crt whkt mtd fitimet 
. Calftevn, Afa/ff/Kr^a^i Stuff's, p(m ttelA- 
(JieS) China) «0i T^eLivahc ; 4iii Orders 
to rinrh »i ffOVSHOLD fVR. 
)NITVRE mucte of the fume : Wi^ 
nejf Probilntidns -fiot to timcte in them^ 
rior to ufe thetn either in Clothes or 
HOVSHOLD FVRNITVRES. 
, T\Ie iith of Jhne 1714. 

Ema^ed from the Re^ifiers of the Comcil 
of ^Ute, 

« np H E King baVifag beeninformfed tJiat 

< * the traldidg \n, and the life of the 
^ Snkfis, Mtrfhns, >ai3d wbifb and painted 

< OaHiccfes'of thei)*ri/Sf/^ of Chihit^ and of 
*. die "Levaht \ auid of all othdrlbf ts of Li- 

* nen Cloth aod Sniffs dye^, pafeted, and 

* ftained either Within Or withbtit the King- 
' dom, was not ablblutely ceafed, as well 

* in Houfhold Furnitures as in Cloth and 

* wearing Appdrd, but that fomePcrfons 

* ffiU continue to'make ufe of them in their 

* Houfesand other Places, not^ithftanding 
*;his Majefly's ^Prohibition by divers Ar- 

* reds, and rencvved'by that of the 27th of 

'Auguft 
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^ -^^$^0 ^709 f as aUb that fittidry Of the 
^ faidCallicx>es and Stnfli that are feized 

< and condemned, are oftentimes not burnt 
^ nor exported into fore^n Countries; 
^ and that the Seizers and Informers are 
^ fometimes deprived of part of the Recom- 
/ pence they ibooid have had according to 

^ nis Majeuy's Intentions; againft which 

* his Majefty heing dcfirous to provide, in 
^ order to fecure the Execution of the faid 

* Arretted the 2jth of Augufi 1709, en- 
^ tireiy to aboUfh the trading in, and the 
^ nfe.of the faid Sraffs and Caiiicoes, which 

* are fo fenfihiy prejudicial to the Manu- 

* fy£tarcs of the Kingdom : To prevent 

< that thoie which fliall or may happen 
^ hereafter to be feized and condemned, 
^ benotibldanduledin theKin^domy and 
^ to procure to thofe who ihatt have in* 
^ fimned againft the OflimderSy Of nndeanlr 
^ Seizures, fbmefpeedy andoeitainGratin* 
^ cations that may excite their Zeal and 
^ Vigilance; having heard the R^rt of 
^ the Sieur Defmsre^z^ Counfelior m mdr* 
^ nary in the Royal Councily Comptroller* 
^ General of the Finances. 

Article I. 
^ His Majefty in his Council has or* 
^ dained) and ordains, that the Arreft of 
^ the 27th of Augufi 1709 be executed ac& 
^ cording to its Form and Tenor ; and in 
^ conlequcnce thereof, his Majefty very 

^ exprefly 
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•nJties therein ocmcsdned^ all Merchants, 
T'radeis, Pawa-broker% T4ylois, Seweis> ' 
lypholftererSy -Embroi^rerSy and other 
^rkinen, abiiUU other Pfribns of wh^ 
-Qfiaiity and Ccmdition Jbever, to trade 
Jin, cxpofe to Sale, fell, vend, buy, either 
'^wholdale or retail, to wear, to clothe 
, l^enifelvtSji eo^loy, or canfe to be em- 
ploy bd, in ilodhold Fornitures, Clotty 
iwd wearing Apparel, either within or 
inritbout 0i^ii Honfes^ Places privileged ' 
or not privileged, any Stufis of all SUkj * 
or naxcd with (Gold and S^iiyer, Herba> ;^ 
Vffo^: G0ttonj ; and all other forts of • 
S^ei^; a^raUa.mny Moilins, ^d white - 
C^Ott^Of ftained,;With&icor witbonc - 
theOCiogdwnjiiew'oroldj of, the Growth * 
ofxhu^mk^ of €Wj»*, and of the Le* ^ 
^if/iexeepc^fwii^OaadiogtheMufliiis ^ 
#d<^ttii^€jdfi«oesiiiBported from the * 
i»dieih% their£4/-i#<i^4 Company, and ^ 
8ltf kod acconding to the Arrefts of the 
ftSth o£ Af¥il\ 1710, and the 89th of 
Htf^ ^7W/\.i -',■'■ 

Article II. 
< His Majefty forbids to all his Subje^ 

• on the Pcuakits mentioned in the fidd 

* Arreft, to (lain, print, or caufe to be 
< ftained and printed on any white Calli- 
i«^coes, Linen, Cloth made of Hemp, Thred 

..yol.II. .. Ff ! awJ 
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^ tott^Sta/r Mir «r Wd, ^vm n^ ^e 

* '•ndto trade «r 4N£«fc », «r to«fe diJ 

< ttics . ^ 

At tide Jm» 
« ffifebM «5«}f of«iie^iMftAiaiSDdi 

« sua rat itw> Idle Uiwjlsj«|ffhc ftcceiy<tfs 

* flod C<n|»rolien, w^ht tflMU-be^ifaa^ 

* tvith tihe9 <lt 'tlK ftMies *|]tf'«he ^Uftrftafe- 

-t «orte«iitcMd Ift THnnniiiiiin 

:* Mediftt8l)?t0«hc6^jfc^^ 

* ofP^«, together with a,(%yaiBwrtldf 

* the Judgmcot as of the liafoniiation of 
' Seizure^ and ^ ^ihe .tnventoay that has 

* tori StngsundOotliV'.ofurbtch iehe4le. 
«• ^«t (and ^»pir<>ti« ^rf^riienG^ftBw. 



igitized by VjOOQ IC 



^ l^ade Uftth ferice, 




-;■ Artidf^^ 

« ttfeMj^efy w%tliat<>yef ^ ^hovH 

* the twft thirds orthei^orfeiture grapted by 

♦ Ae Arreft of die 27rh pf ^«^«y? 170.9 tp 
^ die Informers^ 9nd to the Inipedpf§ of the 

♦ M6fltifa<Jtures, Officers of the Fa^itj^ jind 

* cither Perfons who Ihali make Seizures, 

♦ there be made out to 'their Benefit by the 

* Farmers-peneralj within eight Days after 

♦ the faid Stuffy and Cloth ftiall have beep 
^ -IwoHght to th? Quftom-houfe at Paris, aa 
<* Order on the Receiver-General of thp 

* farms where the Seizure was madc,to pay 
"* tfiem the Gratifipations foUowing. 

' Ten «<?^ fot ctery Eli of^TpHi^ or 
^ 'ftakied^allfeoe^ tevt^ or iol(l, pfwjjatfeu; 
•* fijeverthcty ffc. 

* Twenty $ol« tot every Ell of JVJuflitv 

* -er •St«^ Cjrtlcd Nerba. painted Poloog& 

* G««fes, or Taffcties. ^ ^ 

■ * Anil tlirec ^ivrd? Ibr cvftry JEW of Dat 
< mask oi' ««6 SIpjfr mixed wjth ©old 
f and S^cfj 

4rticie ^ 

• < l^«l .^all te ttanftnifted ty ?1l0 %w 

• leets^Generafl to the ComptfOtfers^Genc- 

F f a « ra< 
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4 } ^ The Britifli Merchant] 

lal of the Finances^ a Duplicate of the 
Inventory of the laid Stuf!s and Cloth to 
be by him fettled, the one half to l}^ feld 
on condition to be exported into foreign 
Countries, the Value of which ihall be 
paid into the Caihof the Farms ; and the 
other half to be. burnt by Orfiec of the 
Lieutcnant-General oif the Police; of f he 
faid City, who fhall enter ltxS(>m\m9» of 
it, and caufe a, Gbpy ther«Qf tfi tie deli- 
vered to the Officers of tbe/Cuiloms fx 
their Difcharge. 

Jriule VIL \ 
^ The Buyers of the laid Stu0s ^ Qotb 

* fhall give Security to theFaanpt^GMfceral 

< tb bring, within three Montlvi fit &rthe(^ 
^ a Certificate from the Offica of the Farms 
i eftabliflied at the M Office, o^ fkf fr(^ 

* tier J by the Bayers firft namec), to juftify 

< the Exportation of the faid Stuffs and 
^ Cloth out of the Kingdom, aildaCertifi- 
^ cate figned by the Council of the Fftnch 
^ Nation, or by two Fremb graders and 

* Merchants, to prove that tl^ft lame hare 
^ been landed \n, foreign Conntrie^. His 
f'Mf jelly ordains, that they- illjs^H \|iot be 

* ftnt into any other Countries qr S?ates^ 
^ but to Sweden^ Demnmrk^ Hanje-Tmns^ the 
' Sea-Ports in thcBaiticky Spdin and Portu^ 
\i^^ excepting notwithftaiHlifjg^^Jcbc ^^ 
^ Of Bilhdy St. S(bafiianl andloUiigrs of the 
: r * .'Pro. 
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VrovinctSofGuipufcoa^ Bifcay^ and Of 4- 
loHSM. His Majcfty very cxprefly prohi- 
bits add forbids the laid Buyers to do any 
thing in contravention to this Article; to 
the Execution of which, as likewifc to 
the Payment of the Parchafe-Money, 
they, together With the Matters of the 
Ships, fliall be jointly obliged and forced 
by allmann^rof Ways ana Means, even 
by Seizure of their Bodies. 

Jrticle VIII. 
* His Majefty Hkewife ordains, That 
withm three Months from the Day of 
the Publication of this prcfent Arreft, all 
Pcrfons of what Quality and Condition 
fbcver, ftall deliver to the JUiQutcnant- 
Gcneral of the Police, or thole deputed 
by him, in the City, Suburbs and Bay- 
littfliip of Paris, and in the Provinces to 
the Intendants and Commiflaries reipec- 
tively, their Deputies, or other Peribns 
by them appointed for that purpole, 
exaft Accounts of all Hodhold Furni- 
ture in their Po/Teflion, of what nature 
or fort foever, made with any of the laid 
Stuffs and Cloth ; and to caufe to be fix?d 
to them the Mark which fliall be appoint- 
ed by the faid Lieutenant^General of the 
Police, Intendants, or Commiflaries re- 
foeiJlively* His Majefty wills. That after 
*" that time all the faid Houlhold Furni- 
F f } ^ turc 
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* tare not markod be feized <pd yoadrmmd 
V in the Haods of £tie Oti[aidei;% m^Iiq itull 
^ over aftd »bove be <^ocfei>(iK)[t IP {Miy 9 
^, fine of looo tivre^ 

^ ^^!!j^^ {>er2XH^ the P'roptietoi^of 
^ the laid Ho«|(ho£i l^i^tufo to i^ aiK| 
^ difpoie ^ecly of ttmn dar/og thcf iatd. 
^ Teriti of tbreeMoOths; after miicb time 
^ his Majefty forbids, under the £ime ?eited- 
* ties to be incuiMd as well-by the Buyer 
f as the Selkfr to ieli ;|p^ nf ibem^^ even 
^ thofe H^ouihoM Pwoitiirei ^ markpd^ ini^ 
^ lei^ it be &y pubiick Aothoxit^. 

. , ■* ■ 
JrtuUt, ' 

< His Maiefty en)oni» all M^^v Com^ 

♦^ ether Officers of fuUiceirfveii ta ditm 
^ who beloi^. to 'th« XatdSf on ^a of 
^ Su^ofioa, 09etIu)HlaQ4|uiTresaenaIty', 
^ anapanTwor ia their proper ^qgrivato 
f Kfatzjei} apd th<^ l^ei^lfiss to te almliite; 
^ to give notice to the LieuteDaat-General 
o^ the Police, InceacUnts, ^ad Ooiomil^a- 
ries reipeiftivel^. i>i all the Honihdld 
Furniture made oi the iaid Sto^ aad 
Cloth, maxkc4 anci not markedy chat (kail 
J}el(mndamo];9 the Houi^d Goods and 
Etfofta of the Parties leized, ox ofPetl 
iona dcc^d, the We to he ptiiiCed wlie- 
. '. ■ ■ .■•......■- , • ^- '* thq: 
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« «J«* *ey. «t in tW AoOniBtt wblch 

- flukll hftTff been del!vef«d b* the &id Pi*. 

^ *i?^^ ^' P^ribiw decial&d ; and tbae 

the time bt oet deliv«Eed oyer for usf 

* Caoii^ or uadeir {ireceiici o# aiiy Ejiec». 
tioQ whatfoever, ^or proceed cp 3 iudii, 
ctary Sale, Of 10 the limntanr of then. 

* antilaftw itfch ExantiiuiHoii be ittdc 

' Article W, " '^^'" " 

* His Majefty like wife 'enjoins t^eiakj 

* Lieutenant-General of the Police, Inten- 
^ dants, and ComminarieS refoedivdy, on 

* notice given thettj of Offences committed 

* againft this Arreft, to nominate Commif. 

* fanes of the Chatelet^ Deputies, or other 

* Pcrfons, to aflift without Coft and Ex* 

* pences to the making the Inventories of 
r the Houfliold Goods only. And this pre- 
f fcnt Arreft ihall be read, publifhed, and 
^ affixed where need Ihall be, that none 

.may be ignorant thereof.' Done tt tht 
hjfig s Council of Sute, held at MarJy 
m nth Day 0/ June 1714, 

7>ujardin. 

C40 
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€an any Man now that reads tMs Arrefl; 
bdkre that hismoft ChriflSafb Majefty has 
nic bis own Subjeds imder thisi&vcfe Pro- 
hibition, that E0gUf$d tmj have the Mb- 
fiopoly of tboft Goods? No certainly; 
but he knows very wdi that this Attdk^ 
, even if the Treaty of Commerce ihould be 
made efiedual, will as well prohibit the 
Effglijb Sellers as thofe of Frame. The 
Treaty of Commerce does not provide a- 
gainft it by repealing his Prohibitions Quoad 
Bona Mtrcefque Ma^na BritannU. After a 
whole Yearns Solnciution he is not yet 
broi^ht to explain, that Goods of foreign 
Growth and Manufadbire are the Goods 
and Merchandises of Qrfa$ Britain-^ and 
therefore he is at liberty to prohibit thefe 
as he thinks fiti notwithftandihg any Words 
in the late Treaty. 

But to fliew how refblved and determined 
his M^ftv is againft foffcring the Ufe of 
thdc Stuffs, &c. in his Kingdom, he will 
not {(x much as endure that any Honfhold 
Furniture fliould be made of them ; and 
that there may be no poflibility of wear- 
ing or ufing any of thefe Goods, and pafi 
fmg them upon the Officers for the Growth 
and Manutadure of France^ Printing and 
Staining of all Manufa<9xircs, whether new 
or old,* whether made within the Kingdom 
or wirhout, are fb exprcfly forbid in tne fe- 
cood Article. He has in the fifth Article 
J too 
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too made the Penalties ibr the lofbrmer lb 
very great, aad taken iiicb Ordo: fot tic 
Payment, that this is an Arreft^ which can* 
not fail to execute it iel£ In the fixtb and 
feventhhe has taken fuch ({tid Or4$r l^o 
for the 1)urning one half of all SeiziirQ^ 
and the Exportation of the other to foreita 
Countries, that we may iee he is fiiUy ^* 
termined thfif ^ fmgle Yard of them il^ 
not be ufed in his own Don^inions. 

But one thing is remarkable in the Af tide 
of Exportation : He allows it only tp jbe 
made to Sweden^ Denmark, the Hms Tm*s^ 
the Sea Ports in .the Balticif Sf^n^ and Vpf- 
tugdj excepting the Ports of Bilhdy St^ ^ 
b^ian^ and others of theProvinces of (jisr/* 
pufcoa^ Bi/cAjy and Catalo9^U;f6th^t 'tis plain 
he not only forbids the Ufcof them 10^ his 
own Country,, but will not fufler them to 
be exportecf to any othet where they i^ay 
interfere with the Mauufadlures of his own 
" People, which would be the Cale if they ^2- 
ihould be exported to Guipufcod^ ^^fi^j 
and Catalonia. This perhaps may fopk 
ftrangc, if he cannot hinder other Couny-i^s 
from being other wife fiippHed Howeygr, 
it fliows his Majedy^s Zeal for promoting 
|his own Manufactures. 

The Engltjh Nation, and ei^ecially .tjbe 
M^aft India Company, ij^^y now hope^. ^f 
they can, t\i2X Prance is, to be the Market 
fPf,Ri^EaJl^Ifi4ia^ pj- Woollen Manufe^u^fS;; 

but 
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r^lwrf g < |u t n cc* of «p«Afeg th^ TMc' td 
'^IKniw. opoflfhe'Tcnas «r i^'t^reatv^ Oi' 
^iBdeeao^ any T«fmS'M%i«^deycr; tteuf 
«Me«f oittMMMfitdei^es; Hein^ t^ Fo^ 
le^, cta«rer fcie feldlnifi'Jier^; afidi:)i^t 
ft M^etter fyt «9 never td hiffi^mj: ppea 
Teadewlcl^tiiMi, tmcto Uf igefiorrfPr^ 
MPitiOii«B^ Cottmo^ieJiftfipQ^dfMii 
'llMMe, for lAief h$t9t ttnat^it vfe ynak^ 
)or ^Nfwitie ^iX>toitt-lQCer«ft to^]bi(viiii^ i 
"OQ lAte eoncraty we tiftve fbvend ^^mmip^- 
<ie9 wfaMi t^M^ ^ftimee ^ vti^tlloar, bqc 
niA Imvc, jtno iwttl hitf e, elm' dfit(S^ 
-er «t l^cottd hand; and wluvevor they ^^^ 
tmeiinc to, ts'fb much d|ear ^^iii to liie Na-> 
tioii. This, ip -Diy Opmf<uiy fs ri^ebdii 
«od onl^ ^vantj^eoa? root -we c^ fyi o\)t 
Tt(^ 10 fir/Mhrf'Upon. j^s to ^ ^^o^km 

dlof>e-a thingtoppars^pd^e; fsit ^*fne yt^ 
Siffftt petmtt asf oinmoitiJ^it!her -inj Cotpr 
iQoditjes, Fifli,. or Mapn^ftnfies, jma^ urill 
^ any d e gi ic e be^eciimental to ^cir Pro- 
^^d, |ila;in£i^re& •rFJiKil9& On th« 
"ofhoriisod^ we omgK intfa!$ foj^to be a9 
<wilfe^as'the fretfch, and nererto admit from 
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thence any .<?f their Procjttft^ M^^t^&S- 
tares, ofFifli; all which d<g«s moft e(I^« 
ally hurt us, either in our Manufadnrbis^ 
our jFiflier|cS| or fome Bilsmqh of Trac|e or 
other. We n*a^y »s weiliooofioe twoWooliea ^* 
Drapers^ tw:o Mercer |S^ two Linen-DrapersL' " > 
!^ two Statroners, and two Filhcrmen, to d«i 
only with each othe^ md expeA th^fi 
will be a reciprocal Gain to each, as ever 
to expect there will be a reciprocal Gain 
between us and France. If the Trade 
to friwe fliould ever be eftablifhed upon 
this Foot, as we defpife the Notion of ever 
being out-done by a Nation we have fo 
often beat at the Sword, fo will it be out of 
the Power of fo deceitful and chicaning a 
People ever to out-dous again atthePcn^ 
at lead in Mattcrs^of Trade. /jviiH Jit: 



Tte End of the Second Volumep 
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